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ago Mr Gulliver, giouing '. ic 

iiric of corious people coming to hm at hi.» hoiije 

iriff, made a fmall purchafe of land with ai conve- 

lent hotifc ncsir Newark In Nottinghamihtre, hib n.'^- 

[vc country t where he now lives re tired > yst in good 

Ictm amorjg hb neighbours* 

A, -..,/ vj, f:„u,>....f was born in Nottin-^ '-'i-^^ 

t j have heard hini i - 

I V ,^ A 1 1 f F a i J xire ; to CO n firm w I xh. N , I i I av e 

church -yard nt Banbury in tliat county 

lomus .> ' '". of the Gullivers, 

ko9,t he 1 be left the cullody of the 

, with the liberty to diipofe 
: 1 have cArefjilly ptTwf(4 

tiaxc Unit-:.: uu- %!c h^'' ' ' ' ' ' .• ; 
ftd the <^nl7 huh I llnd, is^ thai : ',e 
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4 To THE READER* 

mow venture to fend th«m into the world, hoping they 
jnay be, at leaft for fome time, a better entertainment to 
our young noblemen, than the common fcribblers of po- 
litics and party. 

This volume would have been at leaft twice as large* 
if I had not made bold to ftrike out innumerable paf- 
fages relating to the winds and tides, as well as to the 
variations and bearings in the feveral voyages, together 
with the minute defcriptions of the management of the 
Ihip in ftorms in the ftyle of failors ; likewife the account 
of longitudes and latitudes ; wherein I have reafon to 
apprehend that Mr Gulliver may be a little diiTatisfied : 
but I was refblved to fit the work as much as poflible to 
the general capacity of readers. However, if my own 
ignorance in fea-afFairs fhall have led me to commit 
iome miftakes, I alone am anfwerable for them; and, if 
any traveller hath a curiofity to fee the whole work at 
large, as it came from the hand of the author, I will b« 
ready to gratify him. 

As for any further particulars relating to the author, 
the reader will receive fatisfadlion from &e firft pages of 
the -boo k. 

Richard Sympson* 



LETTER 

FROM 

J!apt Gulliver to his Confin Sympfon. 



[Written m the year lyty.} 

llnft yoii will be ready to own publicly, u' he never 
you flull be ciilled to it, that By yovti o^reat afni 
refluent urgency you prevailed on mc to pir^ ry 

_ [jfe and uncorreft account of my traveb, w: , ri 

to lure fomc young gentleman of either uiiittfifity to piit 
them In order, and correal the flyle, as my coufin Dajn- 
^er did by my advice in hh book called J *v§yag£ 
fund thg ^mrid. But I do not remember I gave yoti 
timet to confent, tbttany thin^ iho«ld be omittcJ* ;ind 
. Itfs that any tiling fhould be inferred ; therefore, 
lie latter* I do here renounce every thing of tliat 
i pardtuiarly a p.ira graph about her Majclly finecu 
tnTte, of mod pious and glorious memory; altho* I dij 
v^crencc and etleem her more than any of the human 
ciest. But you or your irittTpofator, ought to have 
&nfidcred, that ai it was not my inclination, fo was h 
3t decent to praifc any animal of our compolltion be* 
^ r Houyhnhnm : and befidrs, the fa£t was 
i for, to my knowledge, being in Eno- 
. urt of her Majdly*^ rngn, fhe did 
miller ; nay even hy two fucceffive- 
■ '■ T.ord of Gh'.' •'. ' ■ ' '*ic 

, fo rhat '•<: y^jy 

f*" JU!U ot the 

addi of my dif- 

cogrfe u» my i , you have cither o- 

«d feme i jjice^, oi mvm«:^ ^ 



6 GULLIVER'S TRAVELS. 

changed them in fuch a manner, that I do hardly know 
mine own work. When I formerly hinted to you fome- 
thing of this in a letter, you were pleafed to anfwer, 
that you were afraid of giving offence ; that people in 
power were very watchful over the prefs, and apt not 
only to interpret, but to punifh every thing which 
looked like an innuendo (as I think you call it.) But, 
pray how could tliat which I fpoke fo many years ago, 
and at above £ve thoufand leagues diflance, in another 
reign, be applied to any of the Yahoos, who now are 
faid to govern the herd ; especially at a time when I 
little thought on, or feared the unhappinefs of living 
under them ? have not I the moft reafon to complain, 
when I fee thefe very Yahoos carried by Houyhnhnms 
in a vehicle, as if thefe were brutes and thofe the ra- 
tional creatures ; and indeed to avoid fo monfbous and 
deteftable a light was one principal motive of my retire- 
ment hither. 

Thus much I thought proper to tell you in relation 
to yourfelf, and to the truft I repofed in you. 

I do in the next place complain of my own great want 
oFjudgment, in being prevailed upon by the intreaties and 
falfe reafonings of you and fome others, very much a- 
gaiiift my own opinion, to fuiFer my travels to be pu- 
blifhed. Pray bring to your mind how often I defired 
you to confider, when you infilled on the motive of 
fuh/tc good^ that the Yahoos were a fpecies of animals 
utterly incapable of amendment by precepts or example : 
and fo it hath proved ; for, inHead of feeing a full ftop 
put to all abuies and corruptions, at leail in this little 
illand, as I had reafon to expedt; behold , after above fix 
months warning, I cannot learn that my book has pro- 
duced one fingle elFed according to mine intentions. I 
defired you would kt me know by a letter, when party 
and fa£lion were extinguifhed ; judges learned and up- 
right ; pleaders honell and modeil, with Ibme tindlure 
of common fenfe; and Smithfield blazing with pyramids 
of law-books : the young nobility's education entirely 
changed ; the phyficians banifhed ; the female Yahoos a- 
bounding in virtue, honour, truth, and good fenfe; courts 
and levees of great minifters thoroughly weded and fwept j 
ml, merits and learning rewarded \ all difgracers of the 
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and vcrfc tondemncd to cat nothmg but 

1:1, and qiKuidi thdi tbirft with thdr own 

/ ther reformatio!i£, 1 firmly 

Couiif agement ; as indeed they 

t pl^mily Reducible iiou^ xhti. precepts delivered in my 

Dok. And it mtill: be owned, that ieveo montliii were 

t time to corrci^t every vice and folly to which 

L' fubjci^tt if riiiL'ir tinturcs had been cupable of 

: yety fofarhiive 

ir ^ / *m'm%nyQfyour 

1 1 that OB the contrary you ^e loading our carrier 

* week with libels^ and keys, and rcflt-dions, tmd 

airs, and iccond parts ; wlierein 1 fee myfclf aocufed 

" rclmg upon great iUtc^-folk ; fifclr^j radii] g hmnail 

(tW Co they have (liJl the f to ilile it) 

rabming the femaJe fex, I ^m... ......vife that the 

J of ihofe bundles lire not agreed among them- 

; for kmt of them wijl not allow mc to he the 

ftthor of mine oi^^n tmvth ; nnd otheis makfi me 

kitbof of ^ ' ^i which 1 am whrJJy a fbangcr. 

I find 1 !:it your prmter hath been io caj^tefs 

' - .' ''^ n\y 
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: is all di 
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ce die 
y left: 

>h yen 
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now in life* 
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8 GULLIVER** TRAVELS. 

at mine own houfe, we neither of us are able to deliver 
our conceptions in a manner intelligible to the other. 

If the cenfore of the Yahoos could any way affedt me» 
I fhould have great reafon to complain, that fbme of 
them are £o bold as to think my book of travels a mere 
iidtion.out'of mine own brain ; and have gone fb far as 
to drop hints, that the Houyhnhnms and Yahoos have 
no more exigence than the inhabitants of Utopia. 

Indeed I mdk confefs, that as to the people of Lilliput^ 
Brobdingrag (for fb the word fhould have been fpelt, and 
not erroneoufly Brobdingnag) and Laputa, I have never 
yet heard of any Yahoo fb prefumptuous as to difpute 
their being, or the fadb I have related concerning them ; 
becaufe the truth immediately flrikea every reader with 
convidUon. And is there lefs probability in my account of 
the Houyhnhnms orYahoos* when it is manifeflas to the 
latter, there are fo many thoufands, even in this city, 
who only differ fi?om their brother brutes in Houy- 
Imhnm-land, becaufe they uie a fort of jabber, and do 
not go naked ? I wrote for their amendment, and not 
their approbation. The united praife of the whole race 
would be of lefs confequence to me than the neighing^ of 
thofe two degenerate Houyhnhnms I keep in my flable ;. 
becaufe from thefe, degenerate as they are, I flill im- 
prove in fbme virtues without any mixture of vice. 

Do thefe miferable animals prefbme to think, that I 
am fo degenerated as to defend my veracity? Yahoo as I 
am, it is well known thro' all Houyhnhnm-land, ,that» 
by the infbudtions and example of my illuflrious mafl^r, 
I was able in the compafs of two years (altho- I confefs 
with the utmoft difEculty) to remove that infernal habit 
of lying, fhuffling,. deceiving, and equivocating, fo deeply 
rooted in the very fouls of all my fpecies ; efpecially the 
Europeans. 

I have other complamts^ to make upon this vexatious 
occaiion ; but I forbear troubling myfelf or you any fur- 
ther. I mufl freely confefs, that fmce my lafl return fbme 
corruptions of my Yahoo nature have revived in me by 
converfing with a levy ^ofyour fpecies, and particularly 
> ihofc of mine own faiiifilyv by au unavoidable necefiity ; 
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elfe I fhould never have attempted fo abfurd a projedl as 
that of reforming the Yahoo race in this kingdom: but 
I have now donr with aU fuch viiionary fchemes for ever.. 

April z. 1727. 



•^* That the original copy of theft travels was altered By tli« 
pcr/bn thro' whole hands it was conveyed to»the prcfs, is a fa^; 
but the parages of which Mr. Gulliver complains in this letter 
are to be found only in the firft editions ; for the Dean having 
icftored the text vdiereves it had been altered, fcnt the copy ta 
the late Mr. Motte by the bands of Mr. Charles Ford. This 
copy has been exa^y followed in every (iibfequent edition,, ex- 
cept that printed in Ireland by George Falkener : the editor of 
which, (iippoiintf the Dean to be (erious when he mentioned the. 
corruptions of dates, and yet finding them unaltered, thought fit 
to alter them himlelf ; there is however fearce one of theie alte- 
rations in which he has not committed a blunder: tho* while he 
was thus bufy in defacing the parts that were perfect, he filtered 

the accidental blcmilhes of others to remain. Hawkef Sec 

the preface to this edition. 
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CHAP. I. 

The author gws fome account of him/elf and family i his 
firft inducements to tra'vel. He is Jhipfwreckedy and 
jHK'ims for his life ; gets fafe on Jbore in the country 
of Lilliputi is made a prifoner^ and carried up ^he 
country, 

MY father had a fmall eftate m Nottinghamfb're; 
I was the third of ^ve fons. He fent me to 
Emanuel college in Cambridge at fourteen 
years old, where I refided three years, and applied 
myfelf clofe to my ftudies 5 but the charge of main- 

taining 

The(e voyages are intencled as a. moral political romance, in 
which Swift feems to have exerted the ftrongeft efforts of a fiae 
irregular genius. But while his imagination and his wit delight, 
the venomous fbokes of his fatire, altho? in fbme places jud, 
are carried into fb univerfal a feverity, that not only all human 
anions, but human nature it(elf, is placed in the worft Ijght. — 
Perfection in every attribute is not indeed allotted to particular 
men ; but, among the whole fpedes, we difcover fuch an af- 
(emblage of all the great and amiable virtues, as may convince 
us, that the original order of nature contains in it the greatcft 
beauty. It is dirc£ted in a right line» but it deviates into curves 
and irregular motions, by various alterations and difhirbing 
cauics. Different qualifications fliine out in different men. 
Bacon and Newton (not ta mention Botle) (hew the divine 
extent of the human mind : of which power Swift could 
not be infenfible ; but his difappointments rendered him (plc- 
netic, and angry with the whole world. Education, ha- 

hit, aod coofBtution, give a fiirpriiing variety of charaOers ; and 
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:c, altho' I had a vciy fcanty allowance, being 

for a narrow fortune, I was lioyjid anprenucc 

I Mr James Bates, an eminent furge on in London, with 

TlOW.r contlniit-d fom years ; ;?nd niy father now and 

^ndi'i -^ -py^Ilaidr in 

_ Bg fi;^ ■ t^- of thern ■■ Sf| 

111 to ihoftt whc* nucfid to tfAvcl, as J a1 • 

rt would be foine time or other my foi 

^hf n I Jeft Mr Bnct, I went down to my hihtr % wherej 

be affiiUnce of him ajid roy imcle John, and fem© 

other 



hile ihcy prodtice ^me f artictilar qualidef* ^n aft t<» check 
bets. Fortimde of mwd fcWom ^ttcods a iedeniary life: nor 
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of 



ether relations^ I get forty pounds, and a promife 
thirty pounds a- year to maintain me at Leydcn : ih 
ftudied pbyfic mo years and feven months, knowi 
would be ufeful in long voyages. 
Soon after my refurn from Leyden, I was recommend* 
ed by my good maflcr MrBates to be fbrgeon to iKe Swal- 
lowj captain Abraham Pannel commaaderi with whom I 
continued three years and a half^ making a voyage op 
two into the Le%fant» and fome other parts. When I 
came back ^ 1 refoWed to kulc in London ; to which Mr 
Bates, my mafter^ encouraged me, and by him 1 was 
lecom mended to feveral patients, I took part of a fmall' 
houfe in the Ojd^Jury j and being advifed to aher my 
condition, I married Mrs Mary Burton, fecond daughter 
to Mr Edmund Burton hofier in Newgate- ilreet, with 
whom I received four hundred pounds for a portiom 

But, my good mafter Bates dying in two years after, 
and I having few friendsj my bafinefs began to fail ; for 
my confcience would not fuffer me to imitate the bad 
P radice of too many among my brethre n . H avi n g ^erc- 
lore confuUed with my wife, and fome of my acquaint* 
artccj 1 determined to go again to fea, I was furgeon fuc^ 
ceflively in two fhips, and made feveral voyages for fist 
yearii to the Eai\ and Weft Indies^ by which 1 got feme 
addition to my fortt>ne. My hogrs of leifure 1 fpent isi 
reading the bejl authors* antient and modern, being 
always provided with a good number of books ; ana 
when I was afhore, in obfcrving the manners and difpofi- 
tions of the people, as well as learning their language^ 
wherein I had a great facility bythe ftrength of my memory. 

The laft of chefe voyages not proving v&ty fortnoate, 
I grew weary of the Tea, and intended to flay at home 
with my wife and family^ I removed from the Old-Juiy 
to Fetter-lane, and from thence to Wapping, hoping m 
get bufmefs among the failors ; but it would not tarn to 
acccJtint, After three years expectation that things would 
mend, J accepted an advantageous offer from Cap, Wi|* 
liam Frichard, mailer of the Antelope, who mag making 
a voyage to the South -fea. We fet iail from Briftol, May 
4. 1699: and our voyage at Ml was veiy profperous- 

It would not be proper^ for fome reafons, to trouble 
the reader with the particidai:! of our adventures in thof^ 

(eas. 
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as. Let it fuffice to inform Mm, liiat, in our paflkg« 
Dm thence to the Edl- Indies » w^ were <lriven by n vio- 
tnt ftorm lo the north-weft of Van Dkmen^s land, Bjr 
an obfcrvation we found ourfelvcs in the latitude of 30 
'egrcej 2 minutes fouih* Twelve of oux crew were 
c;id by immoderate kbou-r> and ill food ; tlie 1 eft weie 
I a very weak condition. On the 5th of November, 
irhich wa* the beginning of fummer b thofe parts, th$ 
feather being very hazy, the feamen fpkdarock within 
"alf a cable's length of the ftiip ; buc the wind was fo 
png, that we were driven dire£Hy upon it, and im- 
^tcly fplit. Six of the crew, of whom I was one, ha- 
"^ ', down the boat into the fea, made a fliilt to get 
Qf the ftiip and the roek. We rowed, by my compu* 
ktion* about three leagues, tilJ we were able to work no 
^ nger, being dicady ^ent with labour while wc were m 
it Mp, We therciore truiled ourfelvcs to the mercy of 
ie waves, and in aboat half an hour the boat was ovcrfct 
a fudden flurry from the north* What became of my 
"-" "^ Mi in tlie boat, as well as of thofe who efcased 
I:, or were left in the veifel, I cannot tell ; out 
nLnjuc Cnty were all loft. For my own pait, I fwam 
fortune diredted me, and was pufhed forward by wind 
nd tide. 1 often let mv ' ' p, and codd feel no 
^iiom : but when 1 wa. uc, and able 10 ilrug. 

I Ioniser, I found my kit wittim my depth j and by 
ne liic ftorin wii5 much abated. The decUvity was 
^all» 1 ;t mile before I got to ihc 

^Z€, whi. about eight o'clock tn the 

pg, 1 then Aiivaiicud lOfwajd nca: ' uc 

nnt djTcover :m v fign of h onfrs or in i . : ^ft 

I ^liil not oliicrv c them. 

It, and the heat of the 

' randy that I drank as 

:.■_. - l.l/.'-.'. -:. .iJi incliue'tl to flcto. I 

' doru'n on the grals, which was vt) 

I n»?rit foundor thn" r' v^-r I 

, and, as 1 

rv^.2, it waa ju' 

; able to iHr: : 

md IT" — 

I fide to i hair, wluL 



4^ei - 


■ft. 


rtlf r 


.-■0 




Mr 




'-*• 




-f 


rn irron, 


A 



1+ A VOYAGE Part.r. 

and thick, tied down in the fame manner. I likewife felt 
fevcral (lender ligatures acrofs my body, from my arm- 
pits to my thighs. I could only look upwards; thafun be- 
gan to grow hot, and the light offended my eyes. I heard 
a confufed noife about me; but, in the pofture I lay, could 
fee nothing except the Iky. In a little time I JFelt 
fomething alive moving on my left leg, which advancing 
gently forward over my breaft came amiollup to my chin ; 
when bending my eyes downward as much as J could, I 
perceived it to be a human creature not fix inches high, 
with a bow and arrow in his hands, and a quiver at his back. 
In the mean time, I felt at leaft forty more of the fame 
kind (as I conjedlured) foUowine; the firft. I was in the 
utmoft aftoniihment, and roared lo loud, that they all ran 
back in a fright ; and fome of them, as I was afterwards 
told, were hurt by the falls they got by leaping from my 
fides upon the ground. However they foon returned, and 
one of them, who ventured fofar as to get a full fight of 
my face, lifting up his hands and eyes by way of admira- 
tion, cried out in a fhrill but diflind voice, Hekinah degul\ 
the others repeated the fame words feveral times, but I 
then knew not what they meant. I lay all this while, as 
the reader may believe, in great uneaiinefs j at length, 
llruggling to get loofe, I had the fortune to break the 
fb-ings, and wrench out the pegs, that faflened my left 
arm to the ground; for, by lifSng it up to my face, I 
difcovered the methods they had taken to bind me, and 
at the fame time with a violent pull, which gave me ex- 
ceifive pain, I alittleloofened the firings that tied down my 
hair on the left fide, fo that I was juft able to turn my head 
about two inches. But the creatures ran off a fecond 
time before I could feize them ; whereupon there was a 
great fhout in a very fhrill accent, and after it ceafed, I 
heard one of them cry aloud, TolgofhoTMc\ when in an 
inflant 1 felt above an hundred arrows difchargedon my 
left hand, which pricked me likefo many needle's; and be- 
fides, they fhot another flight into the air, as we do bombs 
in Europe, whereof many, I fuppofe, fell on my body, 
(tho' I felt them not) and fome on my face, which I im- 
mediately covered with my left hand. When this fhower 
of arrows was over^ I fell a groaning with grief and pain, 
an^ then ibriving again to get loofe, they difch ar^ed 

anouer 



w L I L L I P U T, 

" ' I V .1 tl*e firif, and fomeof iJ^em at- 

k me in the fides ; but by good 

biJ i>a n^. 1 , they could not pierce. 

Jht it the :. id to lie ftiti, and my 

^ was to continue ib till nigiit, whcni my left hand 

_ aUcady loofc* [ could csfiJy free myfelf : und as for 

If inhabitants, 1 had rcafon to bcUeve I might be a 

frif rite E^rcateil army they could bnngagainlt mc, 

y : nf the fame Jti%€ with him that I faw. But 

L , _ J Other wife of me* When the people ob- 

red 1 was q wit: t, they difcharged no more arrows ; but 

r the nojfe I heard, 1 knew their numbers increafed ; and 

bout four yards from roc, over-againjl my right ear, I 

ard A knocking for above an hour, like that of people 

f^ork : when turning my head that way, as well as the 

fgs :irjd ilnngs woald permit me, I ikw a fl^gc erefled 

:>ttt afoot and an half from the ground* capable of 

' ' ' :^, whh twoor rl ' '/:rj 

' f them, who <- • 
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cency) by putting fny finger frequently to my mouth, to 
fignify that I wanted food. The Hurgp (for fo they call 
a great lord, as I afterwards learned) underftood me very 
well. He defcended from the flage, and commanded that 
feveral ladders ftiould be applied to my fides, on which 
above an hundred of the inhabitants mounted, and walk- 
ed towards my mouth, laden with baikets full of meat, 
which had been provided and fent thither by the ICing's 
orders, upon the firft intelligence he received of me. I ob- 
ferved there was the flefh of feveral animals, but could not 
diftinguilh them by the tafte. There were fhoulders, legs, 
and loins, fhaped like thofe of mutton, and very well 
drefled, but fmaller than the wings of a lark. I eat them 
by two or three at a mouthful, and took three loaves at a 
time about the bignefs of muflcet bullets. They fuppHed 
me as fad as they could, (hewing a thoufand marks of 
wonder and aftonifliment at my bulk and appetite. I 
then made another fign, that I wanted drink. They found 
by my eating that a fmall quantity would not fuffice me, 
and being a moft ingenious people, they flung up with 
great dexterity one of their largeft hogfheads, then rol- 
led it towards my hand, and beat out the top ; I drank 
k off at a draught, which I might well do, for it did not 
hold half a pint, and tailed like a fmall wine of Burgun- 
dy, but much more delicious. They brought me a fecond 
hogfhead, which I drank in the fame manner, and made 
figns for more; biat they had none to give me. When I 
had performed thefe wonders, they Ihouted for joy, and 
danced upon my bread, repeating feveral times as they 
did at firll, Hekinah de^tiL They made me a fign that 
I fhould throw down the two hogfheads, but fird warn- 
ing the people below to dand out of the way, crying aloud, 
Borach menjoia, and when they faw the vefTels in the air, 
there was an univerfal fhoutof Hekinah de^ul, I confefs, 
I was often tempted, while they were pafhng backwards 
and forwards on my body, to feize forty or fifty of the 
fird that came in my reach, and dalh them againd the 
ground But the remembrance of what I had felt, which 
probably might not be the word they could do, and the 
promife of honour I made them, for fo I interpreted my 
fubmifllve behaviour, foon drove out thefe imaginations. 
Befides, I now confidered myfelf as bound by the laws of 
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hn^^^h:dhv tn i np^plg, who kad treated ni€ with fa much 

lificence. However, in itiy thoaghts 

[1 V. >,.< M... .. .,ir..... fitly wonder at the increpiJity of tliefe 

Jiininiitivc mortals, who durft venture to mouot and walk 
Bpon my body, while one of my hands w;is at libertf, 
Vithout trembling at the very iight of fo prodigious a crea- 
ture, Blu I inuil appear to them. After fome time, whifn 
they obferved that I made no more demands for meat* 
there appeared before mc a perfon of high rank from his 
Imperkl Majelty f lis Excellency having momitcd on 
he fmall of my Tight leg, advanced forw.irds up to my 
ce» with about a dozen of Iiis retJBue. And prodnemg 
fiis credentials under the fignet royal, which he applied 
lofe to my eyes, fpoke abont ten minutes wiihout any 
'?n$ of anger, but with, a kind of determinate refoiotion ; 
ifien pointing forwards, which, as I afterwards found, 
^as towards the capitaJ city, abowt half a mile diftajit, 
irniifier tt was agreed by his Majtfty in council that 1 
^utt be conveyed. 1 anfvvcred in few words* but to no 
ofc, And made a ftgn with my hand that was loofcj 
if to the other (but over hi^ Excellency's head for 
rhurting him or his train) and then to my own he;id 
E>dy, to fignify that I defired my liberty, ft appear- 
hiit he uivderftood me wcU enough,- ffirhe (hook hla 
Bad by way of di fa p probation, and held hii hand in a 
to (hrw that ! mtiK be cairied s\s a pri rotter* 
rvtr, he made other fi^ns to let me underhand, thnt 
]ld liavc meat and dnnk enough, and very ^ood 
etiL Whercwpofi T oficc more thought of a tti.'mpt- 
>hfe;u ■ V ' , V ! ^ !Mhcfhiartof 

(letr ^ro . were all in 

iiliyis^anci m^iny of tJic iioits ittU UjcIcui;; la thcfm, and 
^ijig likcwiie (hiU f)if numhcr of my enemies in- 
^ 't ' ^em know, thy'- ." ■■' -ut 
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people, who conjedaring by my motion what I was 
going to do, immediately opened to the right and left 
on that fide, to avoid the torrent which fell with fuch 
noife and violence from me. But before this they had 
daubed my face and both my hands with ,a fort of oint- 
ment very pleafant to the fmell, which in a few minutes 
removed all the fmart of their arrows. Thefe drcum- 
ftances, added to the refrefhment I had received by their 
yidiuals and drink, which were very nourifhing, difpofed 
me to fleep. I flept about eight hours, as 1 was after- 
wards affured ; and it was no wonder; for the phy£icians» 
f by the Emperor's order, had mingled a fleepy potion in 
the hogfheads of wine. 

It feems, that, upon the firfl moment I was difcovered 
fleeping on the grocmd after my landing, the Emperor 
had eany notice of it by an exprefs ; and determined in 
council, that I fhould be tied in the manner 1 have re- 
lated, (which was done in the night while i flept) that 
plenty of meat and drink fhould be fent to me, and a 
machine prepared to carry me to the capital city. 

This refolution perhaps may appear very bold and 
dangerous, and 1 am confident would not be imitated by 
any prince in Europe on the like occafion ; however, ia 
my opinion, it was extremely prudent, as well as gene- 
rous ; for fuppofing thofe people had endeavoured tot 
kill me with their fpcars and anows while I was afleep, I 
fhould certainly have awaked with the firft fenfe of fmart» 
which might fo far have rouzed my rage and ftrength, a& 
to have enabled me to break the ftrings, wherewith I 
was tied ; after which, as they were not able to make 
refinance, fo they could expefi no mercy. 

These people are moil excellent mathematicians* and 
arrived to a great perfe6tion in mechanics by the counte- 
nance and encouragement of the Emperor, who is a re- 
nowned patron of learning. This Prince hath feveral ma- 
chines fixed on wheels for the carriage of trees and other 
great weights. He often builds his largefl men of war, 
whereof fbme are nine feet long, in Ihe woods where the 
timber [trows, and has them carried on thefe engines three 
or four hundred yards to the fea. Five hundred carpen- 
ters and engineers were immediately fet at work to pre- 
pare the greateft engine they had. It was a frame of wood 
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^tlifee inclits ftom the groujid, aboat fcven fiett 
Itid fo4*j wide, moving upon twenty wo wh*dii, 
boot 1 heard was upoQ the arrival of this' engin^. 
\thkh it lb cms ki out m fowr hours after iny IsLuamg, 
' I parriUejl to me, as I lay* But the principai 
> raiie mnd place me m this x*ehicle, Eighty 
*(**, cacli tjj cme f':"- ' ' • ■""■■' -.iir*- 

pfe, Jiid vtry llron -id- 

"aAenrd by hook^ ta lUiMiy b^tAdagcar uluch the 
ncn had girt ronnd my fitck, Ttiy hands, my body^- 
! my l^?gs« Nine hon ' ll raeu wtfre 

gloycd todrawupthij' Iksfaftcncd 

poles ; and lhus> id kis tLui three hours, 1 wa» 
_i and iltidg into ihe eneine, and there tied fad: All 
I W4Jt told; for, while the wholi^ operfltion ^as per- 
mhio. i l:n in u Liiofuiijn] flecp by the force of that 
1 into my licjuor. Fifteea 
- i-,..j -: . -.L;eti:hotfe^, each about four 
and an half high, were employ rd to draw me to* 
tthc metro po hi, which, as i f&id, wa^ k^If a oules 
ilUiit 

> tj r fou r h-^'>^ • ^ fter we begn n ou r j o macy , f lu 
by a vei tjs acddent; for the cartiagc 

[flept a wiuji: ur aijuil fomethmg th;K was out of 
t tiva or three of the yoang natives hati the ciirio 
jfce h^w T ' ' - ' - '^ • p; they climbed 

f the eot ioftly to my face. 

J ^, pvit the ftiif p end 
my left noIkU, which 
rmy ' fnee^e vio* 

ally*: v .ed^ and it 

|ai ihnrc v>«^i t^loic 1 knew die U4il€ &f my auvsLkiug 
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fo fuddenly. We made a long march the remaining part 
of the day, and refted at night with five hundred guards 
on each fide of me, half with torches, and half with 
bows and arrows, ready to fhoot me, i£ I (hould offer to 
ilir. The next morning at fun-rife we continued our 
march, and arrived within two hundred yards of the 
city -gates about noon. The Emperor,, and all his courts 
came out to meet us, but his great officers would by no 
means fuffer his Majeily to endanger hia perfon by 
mounting on my body. 

At the place where the carriage ftopt, there flood an 
ancient temple, efteemed to be the largeft in the whole 
kingdom, which, having been polluted fome years before 
by an unnatural murder, was, according to the zeal of 
thofe people, looked upon as prophane, ^d therefore had 
been appHed to common ufe, and all the ornaments and 
furniture carried away. In this edifice it was determined 
I fhould lodge. The great gate fronting to the north was 
about four feet high, and almofl two feet wide,thro'whicb 
I could eaiily creep. Ob each fide of the gate was a fmall 
window, not above fix inches from the ground : into thar, 
on the left fide, the King's fmith conveyed fourfcorc and 
eleven cliains, like thole that hang to a lady's watch in 
Europe, and almofl as large, which were locked to my left 
leg with fix and thirty padlocks. Over- againft this temple, 
on the other fide of the great highway, at twenty feet 
diftance, there was a turret at Icafl ^ve feet high. Here 
the Emperor afcended with many principal lords of his 
court to have an opportunity of viewing me, as 1 was 
told, for I could not fee them. It was reckoned, that above 
an hundred thoufand inhabitants came oat of the town 
upon the fame errand ; and in fpite of my guards, I be^ 
beve, there could not be fewer than ten thoufand at fe- 
veral times, who mounted my body by the help of lad- 
ders. But a proclamation was fbon iiTued to forbid it 
upon pain of death. When the workmen found it was 
impoffible for rae to break loofe, they cot all the firings 
that bound me ; whereupon I rofe up with as melan- 
choly a djfpofition, as ever I had in my life.' But the 
noife and aflonifhment of the people at feeing me rife 
and walk sere not to be expreffed. The chains that held 
my left leg» were about two yards long» and gave me 
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f ihe tibcrry ' "' ■^?, backwards stid forward* 
Htdnilt-; bm d within four indies of the 

ailoivtfd me to cietp ni^. and Ik at my iall len^tlt 
; temple. 

CHAP, rr- 

' Emperor tfLiliiptu^ aticfiticd hy fs^et^ttl if tht m^flfty^ 

cemts taftt thi author in hh ^mfinemiHt* 1 > > 

ftrfm imd i^dii iitjcribtd* f^arntd mfn . ^ r# 

$€a€h iht Mutk^r thitir i&rfgUfigi, Hi gmni /trvoitr fy 

t if/ pM difp^fitimt. Hh pCiktts nr^. ft at d'f.J'^ ami t:* 

TT7HEN f found myfeJf on my feel, I Jcoxtd t- 

_ V V bfjut me, and tnuit confeG 1 nev*^f K n. I.f r, mrtrc 
&tertaimfig prc/ptd. The oouiilry : i 

a contiimed gardcu^ aj»d the iriclo^ ji 

generally fony fert fqnarc, rdu ;^ 

Js of flowcn» Thefc fields ware iHtciiiritt-i^a ^vuh 
oods of half a ftang •, a^nd the talldl tree^*. ai t ctitiM 
Idge, appeared to bo fev^n feet h(;;h, I viewed th« 
pwn on my Ml hand, whidx looked like the pamtcci 
rent! of a ciiy m a ihcatrc. 

had been mr lome hours extremely prcfTed by the 
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be carried off in wheel-barrows by two fervants appointed 
for that purpofe. I would not have dwelt fo long upon *. 
circumftiince, that perhaps at firft fight may appear not. 
very momentous, ifl had not thought it necefiary to 
juftify my character in point of cleanlinefs to the worlds 
which I am told fome of my maligners have been pleafed, 
upon this and other occafions, to call in queftion. 

WntN this adventure was at an end, 1 came back out 
of my houfe, having occafion for frefh air. The Emperor 
was already defcended from the tower, and advancing on 
horfe back towards me, which had like to have coft him 
dear ; for the beaft. tho' very well trained, yet wholly 
unufed to fuch a fight, which appeared as if a mountain 
moved before him, reared up on his hinder feet; but that 
Prince, who is an excellent horfeman, kept his feat, till 
his attendants ran in, and held the bridle, while his 
Majefty had time to difmount. When he alighted, he 
furveyed me round with great admiration ; but kept 
beyond the length of my chain. He ordered his cooks 
and butlers, who were already prepared, to give me 
viduals and drink, which they pufhed forward in a fort of 
vehicles upon wheek, till I could reach them. 1 took thefe 
vehicles, and foon emptied them all ; twenty of them were 
filled with meat, and ten with liquor; each of the former 
afforded me two or three good mouthfuls ; and 1 emptied, 
the liquor of ten vefTels, which was contained in earthen 
vials, into one vehicle, drinking it off at a draught ; and 
fo I did with the reft. The Emprefs and young princes 
of the blood of both foxes, attended by many ladies, fat 
at fome diftance in their chairs ; but upon the accident 
that happened to the EmperoPs horfe, they alighted, and 
came near his perfon, which I am now going to defcribe^ 
He is taller by almoft the breadth of my nail than any 
of his court, which alone is enough to ftrike an awe 
into die beholders* His features are ftrong and mafou- 
line, with an Auftrian lip, an arched nofe, his- complexion 
Olive, his countenance eredl, his body and limbs wellb 
proportioned, all his motions graceful, and his deport- 
ment majeflic. He was then paft his prime, being 
tv\ enty eight years and three quarters old, of which he 
had reigned about feven in great felicity, and generally 
\idorious. For the better coavenieBce of beholding him t 

lay 
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fo that mjr face was parallel to his, and 
.rce yanb oWt however, j have had him 
jmj bmcs in my hand, aiid therefore onnot be 
4 m the defcripdoa, Hia drcfs was very piain 
futiple^ and the fafliion of it between the Afiatic 
id the Ltiropean ; bat he had on his head alight helmet 
golds adorned with jewels and a pluitie on tlie creih 
I held his fword drawn in his haad to defend hinjfelf, 
J iliotiid happen to break loofe f; it was almofl three 
idles long ; the hilt and fcabbard were gold enrid^ed 
*lh diamonds. His voice wn» ihrill, but very dear and 
]cuktt» and I could diftin£lly hear it when \ Ibod up, 
'he ladiet and coprtiers were all moft magnihcently 
clad, fo thai the fpot they ftood upon fcemc^d to refemhJt 
a petticoat fpread on the ground, embroidered with It- 
gtires of gold and ftlver* Hi» Imperisd MajcJly fpoice 
often to mr, and I returned anfwera i but neither of m 
could unclerllsind a fylkye. There were fcvri nl of his 
prielb and lawyers prefentt (as I conj enured bv therr 
habits) who wer^ enmrnanded to : etnfettes to 

me* and I fpoke to them in a5 man ^cs as I Had 

ihe lea/! fmatEering of, v^hlch were H^^S and Lcntj 
atfc^^ Latin^ frtfub, Sp*fm/k^ It^iin^n^ and Ung»« 
**mi^ ; but all to t>n parpofe. Mi^v about tmo hours 
fKiV#(f. and i wa* fcdt ttrith a ftronf* rrtjir^ -r* 
jM RencCj and probably th 

li-t ......'U, .. .. > ^.-a,^ very impatient tocrnuu *^ ,,.. ^lq 

ai nt%t %% they durft, and fcmc of them hu^ ihc impu- 
dr-"'^ ... i>,f5{5t ^in*;^ arrows at mc,a& I Git on the groand 
h\ r i)f my houfe, whereof one verr narrow!/ 

iniisf^u /I y left eye* But the colonel ordered fisc of the 
fifig^lcadrrf to be fei^ed, and thought nci puiiiOiment 
fb proper &» to deliver til em T ' -iro my handij ; 
wbtch fome of hh foldters Jy did, pudiifig 
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them forwards with the but- ends of their pikes into my 
reach : I took them all on my right hand, pat five of 
' them into my coat-pocket, and as to the fixth, I made a 
countenance as if I would eat him alive. The poor man 
fqualled terribly, and the colonel and his officers were 
in much- pain, efpecially when they faw me take out my 
penknife : but I foon put them out of fear ; for, look- 
ing mildly, and immediately cutting the llrings he was 
bound with, I fet him gently on the ground, and away 
he ran. I treated the reft in the fame manner, taking 
them one by one out of my pocket; and I obferved 
both the foldiers and people were highly delighted at 
this mark of my clemency, which was reprefented vejy 
much to my advantage at court. 

Towards night I got with fome difficulty into my 
houfe, where I lay on the ground, and continued to do 
fo about a fortnight ; during which time the Emperor 
gave orders to have a bed prepared for me. Six hun- 
dred beds of the common meafare were brought in car- 
riages, and worked up in my houfe ; an hundred and 
fifty of their beds, fewn together, made up the breadth 
and length; and thefe were four double, which however 
kept me but very indifferently from the hardnefs of th^ 
floor, that was of fmooth fbone. By the fame compo* 
tation they provided me wsth (heets, blankets, and co- 
verlets, tolerable enough for one who had been fo long 
inured to hardfhips *. 

As the news of my arrival fpread thro* the kingdom, it 
brought prodigious numbers of rich, idle, and curious^ 
people to fee me ; fo that the villages were alaK)fl em- 
ptied; and great negled of tillage and hou (hold-affairs mufr 
have enfued, if his Imperial Majefty had not provided by 
feveral proclamations and ordeis of ^te againft this in-^- 

conveniencyj^ 

• Gulliver has ofeferved great exa^hiefs in the juft proportion 
and appearances of the levcral objefts thus IclTcnedand magnified^ 
Sut he du-ells too much upon thefe optical deceptions. The 
mind is tired with a repetition of them, efpecially as he pointy 
©ut no beauty nor ufe in fuqh amazing dilcoverics, which might 
have been (b continued as to have afforded in'.provemcDt, at th§ 
fame time that they gave aftonifhment. He too often ftcw^ ua, 
indelicacy that is not agreeable, and exerts his vein of humour^' 
wo/h improperly in fome places, where, 1 am afraid, he glances. 
»t religion. Orrery, 
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eonvertiency. He diicd^ed, thai thofc, who had already 
bduld me, (hoald rtturn home, and not ^^refume to 
come widiiii litffy yards of ray houfe without Ikence 
from court J whereby ihe fecretaries of itatc gm cor- 
Jidcrabk fees, 

Ix the mean time the Emperor held frequtDt councils 
to dt'bate^ what courfe fliould be taken with me; and i 
was Aftcru/Ards aflured by a particubr fricn J, a perfon of 
gre-ai qiialjty, who was as much iii the iccret as any, that 
the court was under many difficoJties coticemitig me. 
They apprehended my brcakirii^ bofe ; that my diet 
would be very e.vpenfivc, and might caufe a famine, 
limes thty determined to ftane me^ or ar W^ti to 
r me in the face and hands with poifoned arrows* 
ich would foon difp;itch me; but again they conilder* 
that the iknch of fo Lirge n carcaie might produce 
Ugue m the metropulis, and probably ipreau tliro' 
whole kingdom. In the midl! of thefe confuhaiiotis, 
cf al officers of the army went lo the door of the great 
mncil'thtimber^ and two of them being admitted gave 
account of my behaviour to the Hx cri minds above- 
ttJEtoricd ; which made fo fa\o arable an imprelliOii in 
ibe l>reall of his Majelly, and the whole board, in my 
bi ' ' ' ■ . ! flon wA::( tiTucd out, obli- 

p rj'd yards round the ciry, to 

ij iciy mornuig Ilv beeves* forty (beep, and o- 

il. ii for my fuilcnajice j tog^ether with a propor- 

ntiiy of bread, a^d wine, and other lti:|uof> j 

p.iymrfit of which hh Majdly gave alTign- 

For this Prince livci chiefJy 

f^tiiom, except upon great oc- 

. ypm his lubjeOs', who 

iiis wars at tlit ir 'iwn ^x- 

€«• /v vvijs .^Ifo made of I 1 

ta I ,, u. ho hod board* w/! 1 

' , and tents butU for tht!i 
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ror's horfes, and thofe of the nobility, and troops of 
guards, fhould be frequently exercifed in my fight to 
accuftom themfelves to me. All thefe orders were daly . 
put in execution, and in about three weeks 1 made a 
great progrefs in learning their language : during which 
time the Emperor frequently honoured me with his vi- 
fits, and was pleafed to aflift my mafters in teaching me. 
We began already to converfe together in fome fort ; 
and the firft words I learnt were to exprefs my dcfire, 
that he would pleafe to give me my liberty, which I 
every day repeated on my knees. His anfwer, as 1 
could apprehend it, was, that this mufl be a work of 
time, not to be thought on without the advice of his 
council, and that firfl I muft kmos kelmin piffo defmar Ion 
empo/o ; that is, fwear a peace with him and his king* 
dom. However, that I fhould be ufed with all kind- 
nefs ; and he advifed me to acquire by my patience 
and difcreet behaviour, the good opinion of himfelf and 
his fubjeds- He defired I would not take it ill, if he gave 
orders to certain proper officers to fearch me ; for proba- 
bly I might carrj' about me feveral weapons, which muft 
needs be dangerous things, if they anfwercd the bulk of 
fo prodigious a perfon. 1 faid, his Majefty fhould be fe- 
tisfied ; for I was ready to ftrip myfelf, and turn up my 
pockets before him. This I delivered part in words, and 
part in figns. He replied, that by the laws of the king- 
dom I muft be fearched by two of his officers : that he 
knew this could not be done without my confent and 
afliflance; that he had fo good an opinion of my genero- 
fity and juflice, as to trufl their perfons in my hands ; that 
whatever they took from me, fhould be returned when I 
left the country, or paid ^or at the rate which I would 
fet upon them. 1 took up the two officers in my hands, 
put them firil into my coat-pockets, and then into every 
other pocket about me, except my two fobs, and another 
fecret pocket, which T had no mind fhould be fearched, 
wherein I had fome little necefTaries, that were of no con- 
fequence to any but myfelf. In one of my fobs there was 
a filver watch, and in the other a fmall quantity of gold 
in a purfe, Thefe gentlemen, having pen, ink, and paper 
about them, made an exadl inventory of every thmg 
they faw ; and^ when they had done, defired I would 

fet 
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ihcCT tlowii. that tliey might deliver it to the Empc- 
litis tnventory I aftervviirds tratiflatt'il into En^iflit. 
od {^ ^ord for woi d aa followg. 
Issfprtmit^ In the riglu coat pocket of the gnat man* 
iiir fa I iiilcrpret ihc words ^iini^us fi*Ji>i^'\ 
1 iilelt fcriirch, we foand only one great piece of 
&-irk *.lodi, large ejmygh ta be a foot<!oth for yoinr 
T;tjc%*'; chief room of iVate. In the left pocket we faw 
tliuec /tlvcr chcll, witJi a cover of the fjjtie metal, which 
FC the fearciiers vvcre not able to fift. We defired it 
Dftld he opened, find one of us llepping into it. found 
Imfelf up to the mid kg in a fort of dail. Tone f>rift 
^hereof living up toouj faces, fct us both a l jf 

Vveral titncs together. In hi^ riglit waiffcoi , - vc 
Wnd a prodigious bundle of ^vhite thin fabftaBce*, folded 
ne over aoodiert about the bigncfs of three men, tied 
jfilh a itroiig cahle, and marked with bbck figures; which 
"^^}' conceive to be writings, every letter altnuil 
:x 4s the paltii of our liand^. In the lefttbcic 
'! t of e«gitie» from the back of which were ex- 
uded tweniy long poleu, tefembliog the p^itifidaes be- 
bre your Majefly^eouri ; wherewith we conjrfture the 
QT^'mcHHiain comb* ht.i head ; for we did not always 
[^uble limi with qiiellion*?, beeaufe we found it a great 
^(hcuUy to make him n^iderftand us* In the large 
&iket on the right iide of his middle cover (To I tranf- 
the i^oid Rmp'iG^ by which they meant my 
^cs) we faw a hollow pillar of iron* ;;bout the 
of a mar*, faltened tr* a fhrmt^ pii-ce of tiinbf*r# 
* than the pillar J i: ir 

buge pieces of iron ' 1. '► 

l^lch we know not what ; oh In the kit 

Ptkct another engitfcc of the ( Tn tlir frnaUcr 



cket Ofx ihc right fide 

ce* of white atid red metal q: 

white, which fcf mcd to be liivcr, v. 
tavy, ihia my eomrade and ^ ^-,,.1,1 

the left pocket were twn 
fcapfd ; wc could not wfr'^- ' 
beatt {15 we f!ood at the 

■-■"■^red, and ifciu-j ... 
fthe otiicr there 3] , 
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fubftance, abov^t twice the blgnefs of our heads. • Within 
each of thefc was inclofed a prodigious plate of Heel | 
which, by our orders, we obliged him to (hew us, bc- 
caufe we apprehended they might be dangerous engines. 
He took them out of their cafes, and told us, that in his 
own country his pradlice was to fhave his beard with one 
of thcfe, and to cut his meat with the other. There were 
two pockets, which we could not enter : thefe he called 
his fobs ; they were two large flits cut into the top of 
his middle cover, but fqueezed clofe by the preflure of 
his belly. Out of the right fob hung a great filver 
chain, with a wonderful kind of engine at the bqttom. 
We direfted him to draw out whatever was at the'ind of 
that chain ; which appeared to be a globe, half filver, 
and half of fome tranfparent metal: for on the tranf- 
parent fide we faw certain ftrange figures circularly 
drawn, and thought we could touch them, till we found 
our fingers llopt by that lucid fubftance. He put this 
engine to our ears, which made an incefTant noife like 
that of a water-mill ; and we conjefture it is either fome 
unknown animal, or the god that he worfhips ; but we 
are more inclined to the latter opinion, becaufe he aflu- 
red us (if we underltood him right, for he exprefled 
himfelf very imperfcdlly) that he feldom did any thing 
without confulting it. He called it his oracle; and faid 
it pointed out the time for every adion of his life *. 
From the left fob he took out a net almoft large enough 
for a fifherman, but contrived to open and Ihut like a 
purfe, and ferved him for the fame ufe : we found 
therein feveral mafTy pieces of yellow metal, which, if 
they be real gold, mull be of immenfe value. 

Having thus, in obedience to your Majefty's com- 
man is, diligently fearched all his pockets, we obferved 
a girdle about his waift, made of the hide of fome pro- 
digious animal, from which on the left fide hung a fword 
of the knotb of five men ; and on the right a bag or 
poucli di\ided into two cells, each cell capable of hold- 
ing ihrec of your Majefty's fubjeds. In one of diefe cells 

were 

' Perhaps the author intended to cxpofc the probable fallacy 
of opinions derived from the relations of travellers, by (hewing, 
how lirtie truth need to be mifunderlbod to make faUchood 
/pcciuus, Haivkif, 
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' !' hen or ba!h of a mofl [ ' ^1, 

ffa of our he ads J and j - j 

liit diem : the other cell CDnirLuiiid a heap of 

[ black grains, bat of no great bulk or weig^hr, for 

■<biild hoi df above fifty of tScia in ihe palim of oar 

audi 

This b An *?xaft inventoty of what we f :t 

Be body of the mmi-'n^kisfuifT^ who tifed u^ -it 

vilky^ and due rcfpc^l to youf Majc (ty*s commiirK>iu 

|Tied and ifsW, on the fourth day of the eighty ninth. 

dm, of your Majefty^a aufpicious rei^. 

Chfrim Frciof^ MarJI Fftke. 
Wif B« this invefstory was read over to the Emperor* 
^^Lc direfled me, nliho* ia very gciitk terms» to Jdtvcr 
^Bb the fcveral pcirticuliirs. He firA called for my fey mi- 
^Br» v^hich I took oat, fcabbard and all. In the meait 
^^■nt; he ordered three choiifand of hU choiceH troap? 
^^bho then auended him) !o furttJUDd me at a diliance, 
^Bith their bows and arrows juH ready to difchnrf^e : bar 
^■did tioi obferve it, for mine eyes were wholly fix©^ 
^^pptin hts M^jflly* He rben deftred me lo draw m/ 
^^ymirer : wkkK aliho' \i had got fomc ruft by ihe fe»- 
ivateTf was in moll parts exceeding brig^ht. 1 did fo^ 
nd ii ' • 1 1 the troops gavcalhout beivveeft 
, for the fun fhone clear, and the 
Bei^iofi tl*^:v.lcii Uicir eyes, au 1 waved the fcytniter lo 
^d fro m tny hatid» His Majctly, who is a molt rii^^g- 
Inimotij prince ft was lefs datjnred than I cotild ex- 
t^ ; )sc ordered me to ret or n it into the fcabb^ird, andr 
id it on the ground ai gmtly us I could, *ibout fix icc| 
3 m tlie end of mv chain The n-xx thing he dtf* 
inded, was c lioUtJw trori pilhirs : by whicil 

eiint 1T1V L sl-1 T ^Isr'A' it our, an J ,if hu 

i^ 
,fe»-..-.- - , ,-..:-..-,...- -i} 

fs of my pouch happened to cicape wetting in tti^ 
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fea (an inconvenience againfl which all pradent mariners- 
take fpecial care to provide) I iirll cautioned the Empe- 
ror not to be afraid, and then I let it off in the air. 
The aftonifhment here was much greater than at the 
ight of my fcymiter. Hundreds fell down, as if they 
had been ftruck dead ; and even the Emperor, altho* 
he ftood his ground, could not recover himfelf in fome 
time. I delivered up both my piftols in the fame man- 
ner as I had done my fcymiter, and then my pouch, 
of powder and bullets ; begging him that the fbrmee 
might be kept from fire, for it would kindle with the: 
fmalleit fpark, and blow up his imperial palace into the 
air. 1 like wife delivered up my watch, which the Em- 
peror was very curious to fee, and commanded two of 
his tallell yeomen of the guards, to bear it on a pole 
upon their ftoulders, as dray-men in England do a bar- 
xel of ale. He was amazed at the continual noife it 
made, and the motion of the minute-hand, which he 
could eafily difcern; for their fight is much more acute 
than ours : he aiked the opinions of his learned men a- 
bout it, whkh were various and remote, as the reader 
may well imagine without my repeating; ^tho' indeed 
I could not very perfeftly underfland them. I thea- 
^ave up my filver and copper money, my purfe with 
nine large pieces of gold, and Tome fmaller ones; my- 
knife and razor, my comb and filver fnuff-box, my 
handkerchief and journal-book. My fcymiter, piUols^ 
and pouch were conveyed in carriages to hifi Majelly's. 
iiorcs ;! but the rell of my goods were returned me. 

1 had, as T before obferved, one private pocket, ■ 
which efcaped their fearch, wherein there was a pair of a 
fpedbicles (which I fometimes ufe for the weakneis oj^ ^ 
mine eyes) a pocket perfpedlive, and fome other lidtaJ/;^' 
conveniencies ; which being of no confequence to th^i^'^ 
Emperor, I did not think myfclf bound in honour, td^ 
difcover, and I apprehended they might be loft <Mt" 
ipoiled, if I ventured them out of my pofTeffion. 

c K A ?,. 
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CHAP. III. 

mah&r di*vtrh tht Emfir^tr sni hn mhiliiy af hiJ^ i 
\ /tMts in a 'tffty uncQmmun manner ^ The di-v^fJiQm of 
ihi e&ttri ef Li/Ii/y»f diktihtd. Tim mah<tr kilh Hs 

y gentlenefs an J goof! behaviour had gticed fo 

far on the Emperor and Kb court, and iadced up- 

ihc armys and people in generaJ, th^t I began io» 

Deceive hopes of getting my Tibtrty in a ihori tiine, t 

:ik all ptiffible methods to cultivate this favourable dif- 

tiiUion The natives cattic by dtrgrcts to b^ leis ap* 

fchcnfire of any diingei from roe, I woald fomctiinca 

dowtif and k-t five or fix of them dance on my landi 

ltd at lait the hoys ajid girla would venture to come ;ind 

ay at hide .-wid feck m my hair. I had now made a 

|ood progreA in anderlbttding and rpc;ikiijg ihcir lan- 

tiagc* The Emperor had a mind one day to entertain: 

: wiih fcvt^r**! of the country iliow?;, wheicin they ex- 

41 tuition* I have known both for dexterity and 

_ ice nee. I waa diverted with none fo moch as that , 

. ro[>e-danGer£, pcrformtdui^ni Aender white thready. 

Itended about two foot and twelve inches from the 

iroand. Upon whicli I Oidll dcCii-c Liberty, wi;h th& 

uler's i^itience, to enhirce a littlf. 

This diverfjon is only . , who 

caEdidiitej for gteat t^: . iuir ,^t 

&Hrti They are trained iti ihis siri from . lK^ 

nd arc not always of iijoble birth, or liberal .. ^ 

7hcn a great o^ce i^ vacant ciihcr by death or • 

jfhich ofteti happens) five or fv rj r!,, ;. i-., 

ution the F,mpcror (ocn^- jiit 

■' ■^ — — *^— ;hr 

•'4 
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do the fummerfet * feveral times together upon a trench- 
er, fixed on a rope, which, is no thicker than a common 
packthread in England. My friend Reldrefal, principal 
Secretary for private affairs, is, in my opinion, if 1 am not 
partial, the fecond after the treafurer ; die reft of the 
great ofHcers are much upon a par. 

Thbse diverfions are often attended with fatal acci- 
dents, whereof great numbers are on record. I myfelf 
have feen two or three candidates break a limb. But the 
danger is much greater, when the minifters themfelves 
are commanded to fhew their dexterity ; for, by contend- 
ing to excel themfelves and their fellows, they ftrain fa 
for, that there is hardly one of them, who hath not re- 
ceived a foil, and fome of them two or three. I was- 
afTured, that a year or two before my arrival, FKmnap- 
would have infallibly broke his neck, if one of the King's, 
cufhions, that accidentally lay on the ground, had nofr 
weakened the force of his fall. 

The HE is likewife another diverfion, which is only^ 
flicwn before the Emperor and Emprefs, and firft mi- 
nifter upon particular occaiions. The Emperor lays o» 
the table three fine filken threads of fix inches long ; one 
is blue, the other red, and the third graen. Thefe threads 
are propofed as prizes for thofe perfons, whom the Em- 
peror hath a mind to diftinguifh by a peculiar mark of his 
favour. The ceremony is perforn>edin his Majefly's great 
chamber of ftate, where the candidates are to undergo a 
trial of dexterity very different from the former, and 
fuch a« I have not obferved the leafl refemblance of in 
any other country of the old or new world. The Em- 
peror holds a Hick in his hands, both ends paralkl ta the 
horizon, while the candidates ad?vancing, one by one, 
fometimes leap over the flick, fbmetimes creep under it 
backwards and forwards feveral times, according as the 
fHck is advanced or depreffed. Sometimes tlte Emperor 
holds one end of the flick, and his firft minifter the other;- 
fometimes the minifter has it entirely to himfelf. Who- 
ever performs his part with moft agility, and holds out 

the 



• Summerfet, or fummcrfault; a gambol of a tumbler, in 
v^'hicb he fprings up, tm-ns heels over head to the air, aodf 
coats do'^n upon his feet. Hawiff, 
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tigdl ill kiiping and creeping, is r«ward«d with the 

Uiia'CobiitJi^d filk, tlic r^ h givtn to the next, and the 
yccji to ihe third j which ihay all wear girt mice roonti 
M>tit the middle ; and you fee few great perfons about 
tis court, who are^ot aaorned with oac oftb^fe girdles* 
The bmfcs of the aTmy> 3n<i tbofe of the royal ikblcs, 
ftvjng been daily kd befwc me, were no Joiiger iliy, but 
aaltrcome up to my very* feet wiiHout fiartir^g. The 
lei's would leap them over my hand, as i held it on 
: ground; and o3€ of ihe Emperor *i huntfmen tipon 
t large conrfer took my foot,. 11 ^oe and jrill ; which wa» 
Ikdeed a prodigious icap I h,T^ tlie good foi*tkK>e to di- 
irt the Emperor one day after a i^eryextniordinary msii*- 
ler* 1 deiked he wot; Id order fevtrnd iHtks of two feet 
the thickncf^ofan ordin^rry cane, to be bioyght 
itpnTi KL^ M.AJely cc!inm:^ndeJ the mailer of ni^ 
"i^ooditu;, H13 accordingly, and the next morn- 

[iixwxi ivcd with ai many carriages, drawtv 

jht ho:k> to each, ! tt>ak nine of thefc tliclcs, and 
jthem tij'mly in the ground in a qtiadranguJar Jig ore* 
feet and a hiilf iqnare, I took ibur oth^r ilkks, and 
Uhcm parjiUel at euch conic r ahont two feet fiom th"e 
"^ i; fheD I fallened my handkcrchitf to the nine Itick^. 
|do4| cfcfl ; itiid extended it on all fulLs, lit! !? was 
^ht as the top of a drum ; and the f ':s^ 

Sng aLiout five inches higher than tlic 1 r* 

^d ju ledges on each iide, When" k» 

led the Emperor to let aU- ^ "e, 

four ir\. wa mber, come and c xercife up ; • u 

§ajcily approved of the pTopotaJ, and i ..m r. ...cm 
^ one by one io my hands* rtady moonf ed and armciJ* 

" - ..[.,. *f^ ei<etcifeiiicin. A>(bon as they 

fd into two panics, performed 
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in her clofe chair within two yards of the ftage, from 
whence flie was able to take a full view of the whole per- 
formance. It was my good fortune, that no ill accident 
happened in thefe entertainments; only once a fiery horfe, 
that belonged to one of the captains, pawing with his- 
hoof ftruck a hole in my handkerchief, and his foot flip- 
ping he overthrew his rider and himfelf ; but I immedi- 
ately relieved them both, and covering the hole with 
one hand, I fet down the troop with the other, in the 
lame manner as I took them up. The horfe that fell was- 
ftrained in the left fhoolder, but the rider got no hint» 
and I repaired my handkerchief as well as I could; how- 
ever, I would not truft to the ftrength of it any more in 
fuch dangerous enterprizes. 

About two or three days before I was fet at liberty, 
as I was entertaining the court with this kind of feats, 
there arrived an exprefs to inform his Majefty, that fbme 
of his fubjefts, riding near the place where I was firft 
taken up, had fcen a great black fubilance lying on the 
ground, very oddly fhaped, extending its edges round as 
wide as his Majefty's bed-chamber, and rifmg up in the 
middle as high as a man ; that it was no living creature, 
as they had firft apprehended, for it lay on thegrafs with- 
out motion ; and fome of them had walked round it 
fevcral times; that, by mounting upon each other's 'fhocil- 
ders, they had got to the top, which was flat and even, 
and, (lamping upon it, they found it was hollow within ; 
that they humbly conceived it might be Something belong- 
ing to the man^motmtain ; ana, if his Majefty pleaied, 
they would undertake to bring it with only ^st hories. 
I prefently knew what they meant, and was glad at heart 
to receive this intelHp-ence. It feems, upon myiirft reach- 
ing the fhore after our fhipwreck, I was in fuch confufion, 
that, before I came to the place where I went to deep, 
my hat, which I had fattened with a ftring to my head' 
while I was rowing, and had ftack on all the time I was 
fwimming, fell off after f came to land ; the ftring, as I 
conjecture, breaking by fome accident, which I never ob- 
fervcd, but thought my hat had been loft at fea. I in- 
treated his Imperial Majefty to give orders, it might be 
brought to me as foon as poflible, defcribing to him the 
ttfc and the nature of it; and the next day the waggoners; 

arrived 
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arrived with It, but not in a very good condition j tJity 
bad burtd two hohiy in tlie brim within an inch and 'Ml 
bj^^f the edge, and fallencd two hooks In the holes $ 
liooki were tied by a long cord to the hainers, and 
ly hat was dragged along for above half ao EnglifK 
itle I bot the ground in ihat country bemg extremdy 
nooth and level, it received lefs damage than I eJtpe^led^ 
Two days after this adventure the Empfjor, having 
rdered that piirt of his aimy, v^hidl qtiarteri in and a* 
3ut hts inctropoHs, to be io a readinefa, took a f;incy of 
Svcrting himfcif in a very iingitlar manner. Hq deArtA 
[would Hand like a e^kjitj^ with my legs as far afunder 
1 conveniently could. He then commanded his geneial 
i^ho wa5 an old experienced leader* and a great patroi¥ 
FmiRe) to draw up the troops in clofe order, and march 
cm under me ; the foot by twenty four in a breaft, and 
horfe by fifteen, with drums beating, cokmrs fiybg, 
Hd pikes advanced. This body conrifled of three thou* 
nd foot, and a thoufand horfc His MajcRy g^ve ordersi. 
pon pain of death, that every foldier m hb march fhould 
){trvt the ftriftel! decency with regard tu my perfno | 
_ hkh however couM not prevent fome of the yf^tinj^er 
officers from turninq np their cyri* a& they : ier 

jne : ^nd, to confcJs the trnthi mv breeches ^ lat 

tic in fo HI a condition, il ilbrded ibmc op** 

&rtaiiui« for kughttr an J a.; 
1 had fent fy m ly 

liberty, that hjn M;ij.. it 

itrfl in the cabinet, and i it 

Wust oppofed by none, t ^a 

W&» pleafed, without an; -^tl 

eiKmy. B-^ '' *' "^ '- '- 

boird, ftmi 
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fwear to the performance of them ; firft in the manner of 
my own country, and afterwards in the method prefcri- 
bed by their laws, which was to'.hold my right foot in tny 
left hand, and to place the middle finger of my right 
hand on the crown of my head, and my thumb on the 
tip of my right ear. But becaufe the reader may be cu- 
rious to have fome idea of the ftyle and manner of cx- 
pre^on peculiar to that people, as well as to know the 
articles upon which I recovered my liberty, I have made 
a tranflation of the whole inftrument word for word, as 
near as I was able, which I here offer to the public. 

Golhafto Momaren £<vlame Gurdilo Shefin IVLliy VU 
hf Gue^ Moft Mighty Emperor of Lilliput, delight and 
terror of the aniverfe, whofe dominions extend five thon^ 
£uid bluftrugi (about twelve miles in circumference) to the 
extremities of the ]g!obef Monarch of all Monarchs, taH- 
cr than the ions of men ; whofe feet prefs down to the 
eenter, and whofe head ftrikes againft the fun ; at whofe 
nod the princes of the earth (hake their knees ;pleafanta» 
the fpring, comfortable as the fummer, &uitful as autumn, 
dreadful as winter. His moft Sublime Majeily propoieth 
to the man'tnountain^ lately arrived at our celeftial do- 
minkme, the following articles, which by a folemn oadl 
ke ihall be obliged to perform. 

ijff The num-mouHtMnf^^X not depart from our do- 
minions without our licence under our great feal. 

2^, He ihall not prefume to come into our metropolis 
without our expreis order ; at which time the inliabitant» 
jBiall have two hours warning to keep within doors. 

'^d. The faid man^mountain ihall confine his walks to 
our principal high roads, and not . offer to walk or lie 
down in a meadow or field of corn. 

4//^, As he walks the faid roads, he ihall take the ut- 
moft care not to trample upon the bodies of any of our 
lomg fubjedls, their horfes, or carriaees, nor take any 
of mv fubjefts into his hands wkkOPCnieir own confent. 

^thf If an exprefs requires extraordinary difpatch, the 
man mountatH (hall be obliged to carry in his pocket the 
mefTenger and horfe a fix days journey once in every 
moon, and return the faid meiTenger back (if fo requi- 
red) fafe to our Imperial prefence. 

tib^ Hb ihall be our ally againil our enemies in the 

ifland 
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iiimd of Bleftifcu *, and do hb atmoU to dcfboj^ thctr 
Heet, which is now preparing to invade tis, 

jth^ That the fald man~mmmtmn Oiall, at his rimei 
of Idfoj'c, be aiding and afliiting to our workmen, in help- 
ing to rdfc certain great Hones, towaids covering the 
wall of the prbd pal park and other our royal biii!din|s* 

%thm That the fitd man-mmnimn ihall, in two moons 
time, deliver in an exa£t fnnrcy of the circumference of 
our donuntons by a coaiputaiion of his own paoes round 
the coaft, 

L^ftly-i Th at, upon his fblemn oatli to obferve all the 
above articles, the faid man-moMnimn ihall iiavc a daily 
albwante of meal and drink fufficient for the lupport of 
1 : 24 of our fubje^ls, with free accelj to onr royal per* 
fon, and other marks of our favour. Given at our palace 
at Uclfaboracj chc twelfth day of the ninety 6ril moon 
of our i^cign* 

1 fwore and fubfcribed to thefe articles with great 
chearfitlnefs and content, allho' fome of them were not 
f J honourable a^ I could have wtflied ; which proceeded 
wholly from the malke of Skyicfh Bolgobm^ the high 
admiral; whereupon mychains were immediately unlock- 
ed, and I was at full liberty. The Emperor himfelf in 
perfon did me the honour to be bv at the whole ceremony, 
t made my ackijowlcdgcments byprodrating myfelf at 
his MajcJty'a feet : but he commanded me to nitx and 
afttT many gracious cxprtflioris, which, to avoid the 
Ci'iiiWv of vanity, I 111 j.]1 not repeat, he added, thathts 
Jioped I Jhould prove a ufeful Icrvanc, and well delcn'e 
all the favours he had already conferred upon me, or 
mis^ht do (or I hi* ftitttrt* 

'Vi*j: rt^ rvc^ tlmt m t)ie bft 

article for L. /, the Emperor iU- 

|iuUies to ttiluw mc a i|uuniiiy of meat and drink fuiH* 

cie"! 
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cient for the fupport of 1 724 Lilliputians. Some tim=e 
after afking a friend at court, how they came to fix on 
that determinate number ; he told me, that his Majefty's 
mathematicians having taken the height of my body by 
the \ie\^ oi z quadrant^ and finding it to exceed theirs in 
the proportion of twelve to one, they concluded from the 
/imilarity of their bodies^ that mine muft contain at lead 
1 7 24 of theirs, and confequently would require as much 
food as was neceflary to fupport that number of Lilliputi- 
ans. By which the reader may conceive an idea of the 
ingenuity of that people, as well as the prudent and 
exad oeconomy of fo great a prince. 

• 

C tt A P. IV. 

Mildendoy tie metropolis of Liliiput, dcfrihed^ iogethef 
ixjith the Emperor s palace. A conuerfation betiveen the 
author and a principal fecretary concerning the affairs 
of that empire. The author s offers to fer^ve the Em" 
peror in his ivars. 

TH E firft requeft I made, after I had obtained my 
liberty, was, that I might have licence to fee Mil- 
dendo, the metropolis ; which the Emperor eafily grant- 
ed me, but with a fpecial charge to do no hurt either to 
the inhabitants or their houfes. The people had notice 
by proclamation of my defign to vifit the town. The wall, 
which encompaffed it, is two feet and an half high, and 
at lead eleven inches broad, fo that a coach and horfes may 
be driven very fafely round it ; and it is flanked with 
ftrong towers at ten feet diilance. 1 ftept over the great 
weftern gate, and paffed very gently, and fideling, thro* 
the two principal (Ireets, only in my Ihort waifl-cOat, 
for fear of damaging the roofs and eves of the houfes 
with the flcirts of my coat. I walked with the utmoft 
circumfpedlion to avoid treading on any ftragglers, who 
might remain in the ftreets ; altno' the orders were very 
ftridl, that all oeople fhould keep in their houfes at their 
own peril. The garret- windows and tops of houfes were 
fo crouded with fpe£lators, that I thought in all my tra- 
vels I had not feen a more populous place. The city is 
an exa6t fquare, each fide of the wall being five hun- 
dred 
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cd feet long. The two great ftrcets, which run crofi, 

ad divide it into foor quartern, are fiv^e feet wide* Tlic 

ncs atid slicy^f which 1 could not enter, hut paly vltw* 

i them SLB 1 pailed* are from twelve to eighteen incfecs* 

%€ town is capable of holding five hui\drcd thoufand 

M^ '" the hoales are froin tlirct^ to five tlorics: the fhops 

bd m;irkci9 well provided* 

Tu r-.- Emperor's palace is in the center of the city, where 

two great greets meet. It is inclofed by a wall of 

) feet higJi, and twenty feet dilknce Jrotn the biiild- 

s* I had his Majclly's permlllion to Hep over this wall; 

&d tl)e fpacc bcitig fo wide between that and ihc paUcc, 

[could cafily vkw it on every fide. The outward court 

a ftjuarc of ft>rty feet, and includes two other courts: 

\ the nimol! are the royal apartments, which I was rery 

cllroiis to fee^ but found it extremely difficult ; for the 

gtcat gates* from oiie fqnare into another, were bnteigh* 

lecn inches K^gh, and fe^'en inches wide. Novv iHe btiild- 

iJigs of the oucct court were at leaft five feet high, and 

-"^noffible for me to llride over them without infi- 

;€ to the pile, tho' the walls wcvc ftrongly 

jui UL jicwn ilone» and four inches thick* Al tlie Cimc I 

[nc die Emperor had a great defire, that I Ihould fee ' 

be niagoificcncc of his palate ; but this J was not able 

I do till three days after, which I fpent in cutting down 

ith my knife fome of the largell trees in the royal park, 

bou^ ati hundred yards diHance from the city. Of thefe 

made t^^o flools, each about three fet-t high, 

inng enough to bear my weight. The pco* 

having fircci\'ed notice a fecond time» I went again 

tlic city to the palate with my two l\ooh in my 

hands When I came to the ftde of the outer court, 

1 fVi^.-^d upon one flool, and took the other in my hand j 

t i over the roof, and gently fet it down on the 

t oen the firfl and the femnd court* whicli 

wide* I then Aept over the building 

v^^^i^i t!v from one tool to ihe othcr> a!i3 

^^^^■^1 r mr. with a hooked flick* By Chii 

'J the inmoU court ; and, lying down 

■!icd my face to the windDw? of the 

. .^li were left open on purpofc, and 

ered the moft fpkndid apaftmcnt^ that can be 
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imagined. There I faw the Emprefs and the young Printres 
in their feveral lodgings with dieir chief attendants about 
them. Her ImperialMajefty was pleafed to fmile very 
graciouily upon me, and gave me out of the window 
her hand to kifs. 

But I Ihall not anticipate the reader with farther de- 
icriptions of this kind, becaufe I referve them for a 
. greater work, which is now almoft ready for the prcfs- 
containing a general defcription of this ^pire» from it« 
^ril ere£lron thro* a long feries of^princes, with a par- 
ticular account of their wars and politics, laws, learning, 
and religion, their plants and animals, their peculiar man- 
ners and cuftoms, with other matters very curious and 
ufeful ; my chief defign at prefent being only to relate 
fuch events and tranfaSions, as happened to the public 
or to myfelf, during a refidence of about nine months in 
that empire. 

One morning, about a fortnight after I had obtained 
my liberty, Reldrefal, principal fecretary (as they ftile 
him) for private affairs, came to my houfe attended onljr 
by one fervant. He ordered his coach to wait at a di- • 
ftance, and defired I would give him an hour's audience; 
which I readily confented to, on account of his quality 
and perfonal merits, as well as of the many good offices 
he had done me during my fbllicitations at court. I of- 
fered to lie down, that he might the more conveniently 
reach my ear; but he chofe rather to let me hold him in 
my hand during our converfation. He began with com* 
pliments on my liberty ; faid, he might pretend to fome 
merit in it : but however added, that, if it had notbecn for 
the prefent Htuation of things at court, perhaps I mis^Ht 
not have obtained it fo foon. For, faid he, as flourifhmg 
a condition as we may appear to be in to foreigners, we 
labour under two mighty evils ; a violent faction at home, 
and the danger of an invalion by a mofl: potent enemy fitmt 
abroad. As to the firft, you are to underftand, thaJt^'jR)*; 
above feventy moons paft there have been two ftrugglnig, 
parties in this empire, under the names of Trameckfan, 
and Slameckfan*, from the high and low heels of their 

ihoes, 

* If if b' Church and hm-Church, or Wh{^ and Tory. As ereiy 
acaJtffiial ilijference htXsN^<Sii mau and man in perfon and circum- 
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cs, hy which ihey iUMugmfh iliemfelves. Ft is ailed- 
i, mdecti, chat ihebigh beds are niofl: agreeable to our 
ttUciit conflitydon i buti however ibis be^ his Majefly 
Btb determined to make ufc only of low heels in the ad- 
tiniflnition of the govcrnmrntj and all offices in. the gift 
* the crown, as you cjinnoi but obferve ; and particularly* 
tiat hh Majcfly's imperial heels are lovver at lea II by a 
^r*rr than any af his coarS (iirtttr is a menfore about the 
fourieeuth part of aa iach.) The animoficies between 
thefc rv^'o parties nin fo high, that they will neither cat, 
noi drink, Dor talk with each other. Wc compute the 
IVamc^cbfan, or high-beelj, to exceed U5 in tJimiWr; but 
i' iciHy Qiti our fide. We apprehend hh Xm- 

J i ^ , i. ihc heir 10 the crown, to have Tome ten- 

iency cowardi tlic ' ' m ^t leai}, wc can plainly 

difeover, that one cl ..„ ,.- is hrghar than the other, 
which gives him a hobble in bis gate. Now, m the fliidil 
of thcfii iiitcitjjic difquiets we are tlireatencd with an in- 
va^on bom the iibnid of Blefufcii, whkh is the other 
great rr-- * -*^ ^ - amvcrfr, almoAas large and power* 
nil a: t^'^ Forj as to what wc have heard 

\^ arc other Icingdomi and Jbitcs m 
iiy human creatures as large aa vaur* 
, 1 J t no j: ' \H-r b are i « m ucb do iih t, and w o u Id f a*^ 
^^Jre tJiai you dropped from the moon, or one 
. ^ bccaufe it h ccrrnin^ that an htitidrcd mortab 
htilk wow Id in a fhort time dcllroy all the fruiu 
dominions: bclide** ourhiHa- 
: make no mentmn of any o- 
":;t empijes of Lilliput aa4 
y powers have, as 1 wai go- 
Jug toteli you, been cn^ugtd in a moil obftuiaite waif for 
kk and thirty aitjon? pail. Jt began gpon the following 
ocoyioii ; it \h allowed on all hand^i that the pnmltiv'e 
Wavof tffikirif epf*^, before we eal them, was upon ih^ 
h refent Majefty's grandfather, while 

hi - . , :,— i^ to e;it an egg^ and breaking it ac- 
D z curding 




fliiK«t, IS fey rhi* work rtrtjJcrcJ extrcntrly contctnptiHc ; (0 
' CLuhtiVf ttiftftncn ate fbcwii to b« Psjually ridirulouf, i*l»m 
the »c»l u k1ii Mhicli xWy mt o^pt}f<?4 uid de&iided» Mk 
fttceedt their impoit^acc. HaiMkif^ 
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cording to the antient pradlice, happened to cut one of 
his fingers. Whereupon the Emperor, his father, publifh- 
ed an edifl, commanding all his fubjedls, upon great pe- 
nalties, to break the fmaller end of their eggs. The people 
fo highly refented this law, that our hiftones tell us, there 
have been fix rebellions raifed on that account ; wherein 
one Emperor loft his life, and another his crown. Thefc 
civil commotions were conftantly fomented by the Mo- 
narchs of Blefufcu; and, when they were quelled, the ex- 
iles always fled for refuge to that empire. It is computed 
that eleven thoufand perfons have at ieveral times fufTered 
death, rather than fubmit to break their eggs at the 
' fmaller end. Many hundred lai^e volumes have been po^ 
blifhed upon this con troverfy ; but the books of the Big* 
endians have been long fori>idden, and the whole partjr 
rendered incapable by law of holding employments Da- 
ring the courie of thefe troubles, the Emperors of Blefa- 
feu did frequently expoftulate by their ambafladors, accn- 
£ng us of making a fchifm in religion by oFending againft 
a fundamental doctrine of our great prophet Luftrog, m 
the fifty fourth chapter of the Bhindecral (which is their 
-Alcoran. This however is thought to be a mere ftrain 
upon the text ; for the words are thefe : TJbat all true h- 
lien;ers break their eggs at the coti'venient end. And which 
is the convenient end, feems in my humble opinion to 
be left to every man's confcience, or at leaft in the power 
of the chief magiftrate to determine. Now, the Big-en- 
dian exiles have found fo much credit in the Emperor of 
Blefufcu 's court, and fo much private afiiftance and en- 
CQuragement from their party here at home, that a 
bloody war hath been carried on between the two empires 
lor fix and thirty moons, with various fuccefs ; during 
v^hich time we have loft forty capital fhips, and a mncS 
greater number of fmaller vefTels, together with thirty 
thoufand of our beft feamen and foldiers ; and the damage 
received by the enemy is reckoned to be fbmewhat great- 
er than ours. However, they have now equipped a 
numerous fleet, and are juft preparing to make a deicent 
upon us ; and his. Imperial Majefty, placing great con- 
fidence in your valour and ftrength, hath commandjed 
me to lay this account of his aflairs before you. 
/ dcfuei the iecretary to piefent my humble duty to 
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be Emperor» and to tet him know, that I thought it 
tottld nor become me, who was a foreigner, to Interfefe 
Ifjth paiiies ; but 1 wa5 ready, vvitli the hazard of my 
fc, totkfcfid his perfoa and lUtc agaitiil ail invaiers*. 



C H A R V. 

&# £tuthf\ hy aft ixttmniinary firaf^gtm^ pn^^mtt mm 
int'crJfiH, A high tiiU of honrmr li cmferrfd upon htm* 
Jmhti£ii.Sri arrt^ue from ihe Emper&r gf Btf/uftUt snd 
Jui far fim§. IhcEmpfffi'i ^partmettt on Jiri 6y ^rt 
aahh;t : ihe ^uth&r injirumaiiikl in favin^ th refi i^f 
iki faiact. 

H E empire of Blefufcii is an ifland, littiated to the* 

aorth-eaf! ftde of Lit I i put, from whence it is parted 

by a chatiftcl of eight hundred ynxdi wide, I had 

I y^t frei* it, *T.nd upn this notice of an iotciided in* 

iion* I a^'oidcd appe;iring on that fjJe cf the co^, for 

f of beitig difcovcroJ by Coffit: cf the enemy's fliips» 

ho had fccchcd no intelligence rtf me, nTI iiitercotij-(c 

between the two empires having been Kri^Iy forbidden 

nng the wiir upon pain of death, and an embargo taid 

our Emperor upon all vefjeh wliatfoever. I comma* 

atcd tu hia Majcfty a piojeiit I had furmtJ of (iniAng 

enemy's whole fleet: whkh» as OLtr Routa alTured US| 

ai anchor in the harbour ready to fcl! with the Aril 

wind, I conCnUfd the mofl experienced framen op- 

ihe depth ttf the dur-nel, whith they had ~ - 1 - 

1 ; ^ho told ttie, that in the middle 

fs dcepi which i^ 
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xny fmall perfpedtive glafs, and viewed the enemy's fleet 
at anchor, confiftingof about fifty men of war, and a great 
number of tranfports ; I then came back to my houfe, and 
gave orders (fbr which I had a warrant) for a great qoanv 
tity of the ftrongeft cable and bars of iron. The cable was 
about as thick as pack-thread, and the bars of the length 
and fize of a knittiixg-needle. I trebled the cable to 
make it ftronger, and for the fame reafon 1 twifted three 
of the iron-bars together, bending the extremities into a 
hook. Having thus fixed fifty hooks to as many cables, 
I went back to the north-eaft coail, and putting off my 
coat, fhoes, and (lockings, walked into the fea in my lea- 
thern jerkin about half an hour before high-water. I wa- 
ded with what hade I could, and fwam in the middle a- 
bout thirty yards, till I felt ground ; 1 arrived at the fleet 
in lefs than half an hour. The enemy was fo frighted 
when they faw me, that they leaped out of their fliips^ 
and fwam to ihore, where there could not be fewer than 
thirty thoufand fouls : I then took my tackling, and 
fadening a hook to the hole at the prow of each, I tied 
all the cords together at the end. While I was thus em- 
ployed, the enemy difcharged feveral thoufand arrows, ma- 
ny of which ftuck in my hands and face ; and, befides the 
cxceffive finart, gave me much difturbance in my wm-lL 
My greateft apprehenflon was for mine eyes, which I 
fhould have inftllibly loft, if 1 had not fuddenfy thought 
of an expedient. I kept among other little necefTaries a 
pair of fpedlacles in a private pocket, which, as 1 obser- 
ved before, had eicaped the Emperor's fearchers. Thefe 
I took out and faftened as ftrongly as I could upon my . 
nofc, and thus armed went on boldly with my work, in • 
fpight of the enemy's arrows, many of which flruck a- 
gainft the glafTes of my fpedlacles, but without any ofi&cr*.. 
effedl, farther than a little to difcompofc them, f ^l(>d' 
now faftened all the hooks, and taking the knot in my 
hand began to pull ; but not a fhip would ftir, for they 
were all too faft held by their anchors, fo that the bold- 
eft part of my enterprize remained. I therefore let go 
the cord, and leaving the hooks fixed to the Ihips, 1 re- 
folutely cut with my knife the cables that faftened the 
anchors, receiving above two hundred Ihots in my face 
and hands; then 1 took up the knotted end of the cables, 
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which ray hooks were tied, and with great eafe drew 
fifty afthc enemy's largell men of war after me. 

Thi Blefitftiidiaifts, who hud not the [rail Imaf msticti 
"what I intended, were at iirft ccjifonnded with aflo- 
SiKmcut. Thtfy h^d fecn me cut the cables, and thoir^ht 
ay defvgti was only to let tlie fhipa run a- drift, Of faU 
Sul on each other : but, when they perceived the whole 
eet moving in order, and faw me puUing at the end, 
bey fi;t tJp ftKh a fcream of grief and dcfpair, as it is aU 
Boft impoffiblc to dcfcnbe or conceive ^Tien I had goi 
tit of dangef, 1 ftopt a while to pick out the arrows 
Ut flack in my haitds aud face ; an^ rubbed on (ome of 
he fame oujtuient that was given me at my frrfl arriva!^ 
I have formerly mendoned. f iher* loolt pfF my fpec* 
Bc!es» and waiting about an hour, till the tkk waa a hV 
|c fallen, I waded thro' the middle with my cargOj and 
Vrived faf<? at the loyal port of Lilliput, 

The Fmpere-r and hi 5 whole court Hood on the ihore 

if this great *tdvcntaf^- They faw 

aid in a large half- moon* but could 

ikern mc, wiiowajiiptojnny bicaft in water. When 

need to the middle of the chanricU they were yet 

^0 paio. bFtnyfe I was under w;itef to my neck. 

im penoT con tl tided rnc to be drowned i and that the 

aerny\«r Bftt was approathJng in an hoittle manner : bat 

was foon eafcd of hia him i for the channel growir^g 

tallowcr eycty ftep I m?ide, I came lu a Uwn time witlt- 

pijri.Tfr T, ,1 holding up the ctkI of the c^hk by whicX 

lened, i cried in aloud voice, £.?j»£ H^fi 

.y/ / ^fj^ - . • Emj^rer of LtUiftif f Thi* great Prince 

ccived me at my landing with all pollibJe encomiums, 

^d five X Nardac upon the fpor, whkh h the 

-? of honoiflr among theni, 

ri ' ' ' ed I wotd<l take fome od, . itu*. 

ifcy 1 the tell of hi^ enemy's ^ hb 

' ^ ii the nnibition Pi pnnccjj* 

hintr HA tiun reducing i1i« 

Cj aiiij governing 

c fidiaji exiles, attS 

ilWr cnc! of thrir 

M. monarch rifrh* 

Wiftl^. \^u% i ttudi^vtfryitd io uivtrt htH) f 
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defign by many arguinent& drawn from the topics of pa* 
licy as well as juftice : and I plainly protefled, that I 
would never be an indrument of bringing a free and 
brave people into Slavery. And, when the matter was de- 
bated in council, the wiitGt part of the minifby were of 
xny opinion. 

This open bold declaration of mine was fo oppofite 
to the fchemes and politics of his Imperial Majefty, that 
he could never forgive me : he mentioned it in a very 
artful manner at council, where I was told that fome o£ 
the wifefl; appeared at leaft by their iilence to be of my 
ojpinion ; but others^ who were my fecret enemies, could 
not forbear fbme cxpreBions, which by a fide-wind re- 
ceded on me. And Irofn this time began an intrigue: 
between his Majefty, ard a junto of minifters malid- 
oufly bent againft me, which broke out in lefs than two- 
months^ and had like to have ended /in my utter deftru- 
^on. Of fo little weight are the greateil fervices to 
princes, when put into the balance with a refufal to grac 
tify their paiiions. 

About three weeks after this exploit, there arrived a 
folemn erabaiTy from Blefufcu with humble offers of a 
peace ; which was foon concluded upon conditions very 
advantageous to our Emperor, wherewith I (hall not trou- 
ble the reader. There were fix ambafTadors, with a train 
of about five hundred perfons ; and their entry was very 
magnificent, fuitable to the grandeur of their mafler, and 
the importance of their bufinefs. When their treaty^ 
was finifhed, wherein I did them feveral good ofiices by 
the credit 1 now had, or at leall appeared to have at 
court, their Excellencies, who were privately told how 
much I had been their friend, made me a vifit inform. 
They began with many compliments- upon my valour 
and gcnerofity, invited me to that kingdom in the Em- 
peror their raafter's name, and defu-ed me to Ihew them 
fome proofs of my prodigious llrength, of which they 
had heard fo many wonders ; wherein I readily obliged 
them, but ihall not trouble the reader with the particu- 
lars. 

When I had for fome time entertained their J^celle'ii* 
ties to their infinite fatisfadlion and furprizc, I deilred 
they would do me the honour to prefent my moSt humble 
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^fpc^ to UiC Emperor their maJler, the renown of 
(rhofc virtues had Co JuJlly filled the whole woiU witli 
JmiraiioHt and whofe royal perTon I refolved to art end 
cfore 1 rti turned to my own country : accordingly, the 
exi tjtne I had the honour to fee our Emperor, I dffired 
ki& gcntfral Ikexice to watc on th^ BlefufcudianMojiarchv 
rhicJj he was pkafed to grant me, as I could plainly 
crctive, in si very cold manner; bnt could notgiicfsthe 
ifottf till I had a whifper from a c«rtdn perCon, that 
Timnaj> an-d Bolgolam had reprefented my mtercoorfe 
l^itJi ihofe ambaf&dors as a mark of difafFeftion, horn 
fhich [ am fore my heart was wholly free. And this 
i the firft time I began lo conceive fome imperfed i- 
t of coyrts and mlnifters. 

It h to be obfcrved, that tliefe ambaffadors fpoke to 

^e by an interpreter^ the langoagcs of both empires dif- 

'ring as much from each other a» any two in EuropCf 

ftd each nation pridini^f itfelf upon the antiquity^ beautyt 

ad erjtfgy of their o\^n tongues, with &n Avowed con* 

v.,.p fr.r iiijji 0f |f,|.]f neighboor i yet our Emperor, 

poa the a^vfintage he had got by the feiiaro 

iiin iket, obliged ihem to dehVer their credcntiaJs, 

bd make their fpecch in the Lillipuciarv tongue. And 

n\ui\ be confelTed, that from the great intercoyrfe of 

trade and commerce betwctn both realm s> from thecon- 

Rual rcc^^ption of exilct, which is mtilual amnng them» 

ki from ?he tttflom in each enlpiic to k-nd tKcir yoiing 

and richer gentry to the other ! ii^S 

ivcA by feeing the world, and iv. en 

anncrs i there iire few perfom of tit or 

irtts, or framen, who dwell in the in:r jd, 

(lat cm hold converfarion in bf^rh toH^ats ^ a* I 

^fome weeks aftrr, when I went to piv my rcfpe<9:$ 

rEmperor of Btcfufcu, which in t' at 

lunesi thro* the malice of my en' ; : i a 

ippy adventure to me^ at J iball relate tii jts pro- 

VnM reader inay irmembcr, that mhcn I fi;i^ntd thofc 

I upon i^hich I recovered my liberty, there n-ere 

irhicH I diHiked opnn account of tlidx bciog too 

f, neither cc yfcl any tliin^ but an extreme ncceility 

rt forte d mc tofub&iit. but beij^g now a Nardac afihe 
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bigliefl rank in that empire^ fuch oGkes wea-c looked up- 
on is below my dignity, and the limperoi-, (co do him 
juftkc) n^€i oncfi jnenlioxicd them tu me* However, ic 
was not long before I had an opportunity of doing hit 
Majeity, at kail as I then ihougJu, a moll figiial fervioc* 
J wm alarmed at midnight with the cries of many htm* 
dred people at my door ; by wluch being fadd enly awa* 
kedt I wi* in fome kind of terror. I heard the word Boj- 
glom repeated incellantly : fever al of the Emperor^s 
court, making their way thro' the croud, in treated me 
m come immediately to the palace, where her Imperial 
MajeftyV aj^artment was on fire by the carelefnefs of ^ 
JDiid vi honour, who fell a£cep whUe (in wm reading 
SI romajice. I get up in an inllani: j Euad orders being 
given to clear the way before me, and it b«ing likewise 
a moon-ilime nightj i m^de a fhift to get to the palace 
without trampling on any of the people. I found they 
had already applied ladders to the walla of the apartment, 
.and were well provided wirh buckets, but the water was 
at fome dif^nce. Thefe bockets were about the fixe of 
1 large thimble, and ihe poor people fappHed me witli 
ihcm as faH as ih ty could ; but the ilame was {o violent^ 
that they did Ijule good- I might eafily have llifled it 
with my coat, which J unfortunately left behind me for 
haile^ and came away only in my leathern jerkin* The 
cafe fcemed wholly defperate and deplorable, and this 
magnificent palace would have infallibly been burnt down 
to the grotmd, if by a prcfence of mind unufual to roc I 
had not fuddenly thought of an expedient. J had the 
evening before drank plentifully of a mo ft delicious witie 
called Glimigrim (the Blefulcudians call it Flu nee, but 
our? is eltccraed the better fort) which is vory diuretic, 
By the luckieil thanoe in the world 1 had not di [charged 
mykU oi' any part of it. The heat 1 had con trailed by 
coining %^ery near the flames, and by my labouiing to 
quench them, made the wine begin to operate by urine ; 
which I voided fn fuch a quantity, and applied fo well 
10 the proper pfaces, tliat in three minutes the fire was 
wholly extingiilfiied, and the reft of that noble pik% 
which had coil fo many ages in ereding^ preferved from 
dellruiElion. 
It was now day-light, and I returned to my houtt 
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^hhout wattiTig to congratulate with tlie Emperor; be- 
canfe^ altho* I had done a very eminent piece of Ser- 
vice, yet I could not tell how his Majelly might refeni 
the manner by which 1 had performed it : for, by the 
fundamental laws of the realm, it h capital in any peffon, 
of what quality foev'er, to make water within the pre- 
dn£h of the palace* But I was a little comforted by 
a meJiagc from his Majefty^ that he would pvc orders 
t(r ih<r giwnd jailkiary for pafiing my pardon in form | 
which howevCT I could not obtain- And I wa^ privately 
afftiredj that the Emprefs, conceiving the gr. or* 

refice of what I had done, removed to the n > rant 
fide of the court, firmly refolded that thofc bui Wings 
Jhnuid nerer be repaired for her ufe; and, in the prefer ce 
©f her chief confidents, could not forbear vowing revenge. 



CHAP. 



VL 



Of thr MMtatfii 9f tiiUpvi : thtir Um-ning^ Afu^li mtd 

fvjfamf^ the mmmr e>/ tdui'«^nwg ihh>r (hsidnn, Tk§ 
itutJ^er*! ^L'oy nf /ti'iffg in ibai €ouniry, Hu *vhdi- 
iAiion <f a p£&i Lady. 

ALTHO' I intend to leave the defcrlpiioti of 
thb empire to a parti ciilar treatife, yet m the mean 
time i AKi cofiteut to gratify the curious render with 
ftime geneml ideas » As the common fiae of the nattves 
js ^mewliat under fix inches high, fo there is aii ex- 
a^> proportion in all other animals, as wel! as plants and 
I: -lUncc, the fedlcR horfes and oxen are betw/cen 

fi M I mche» in height, die fheep an inch and a half, 

more or icis ; their g:cere about the bignef* of a fparrow^ 
and ib the fei'cial gradations downwards, till you come 
to tb« fmitldl, which to my figbt were almoft fnvifibk j 
bn( u-Atnrr fi: fh adapted tlic cycs of the LiDipadaiis to 
n^ f lor didr view : tliey fee with great cac- , 

n<:. .. ■» . .1 .,i no gfc?at didJincr. And* to ihew the 
Hiarpnefi of theu (Jght towards objea^ that Jire near, I 
li;i%'c been mudi plciifcd with obferving -i conk pulling a 
Urk| which wis not fobr^e as a common fly \ and a youo^ 
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girl threading an invifible needle with invifible iilk. Their 
talleil trees are about feven feet high : 1 mean fomc of 
thofe in the great royal park, the tops whereof I could 
but jufl reach with my fifl clinched. The other vegetables 
are in the fame proportion ; but this I leave to the read- 
er's imagination. 

I fhall {ay but little at present of their learning, wiiicli 
for many ages hath flourifhed in all its branches among 
them : but their manner of writing is very peculiar, be- 
ing neither from the left to the right, like the Europeans ; 
nor from the right to the left, like the Arabians ; nor 
from up to down, like the Chineie ; but ailant from one 
corner of the paper to the other, like ladies in England. 

They bury their dead with their heads diredly down- 
wards, becaufe they hold an opinion, that in eleven 
thoufand moons they are all to rife again, in which period 
the earth (which they conceive to be flat) will turn up- 
iide down, and by this means they fhall at their refur- 
re£lion be found ready (landing on their feet*. The learn- 
ed among them confefs the abfurdity of this dodrioe, 
but the pradice flill continues in compliance to the vul- 
gar f. 

There 



• Here the author dares even to exert his vein of humour £9 
Kberally, as to place the relurrcdHon, one of the moft CDCoa- 
raging principles of the Chriitian religion, in a ridiculous and 
contemptible light. Why Oiould that appointment be denied 
to man, or appear fo very extraordinary in the human kind, whidi 
the author of nature has illuflrated in the vegetable fpecie;^ 
where the feed dies and corrupts before it can rile again to new 
beauty and glory? Orrery. 

f This paragraph, if it ^^-ere examined with judjment 
and candour, would incline us to believe, that an opinion of a lift 
to come is connected Co immediately with all our reaibniag fa- 
culties, that, fuppofing we had never been blefled with a"ny re- 
velation from God, we fliould belie^re the refiirredion to Vftt 
eternal. The Lilliputians believe, that, after eleven thtfuAnd 
moons, the earth will be turned upfide down ; and upon that 
account they are buried with their heads dire£tly dow'nwards^ 
in order to be found Handing upon their feet at the day of 
refurrc^ion : An opinion, which I confefs, with the learned a* 
mong themfelves; to be whimfical and ridicuioui enough. But 

folUcft 
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that it was only a breach of truft; the Emperor thought 
it monftrous in me to ofFer as a defence the greateft ag- 
gravation of the crime ; and truly I had little to (ay la 
return, farther than the common anfwer, that different 
nations hod different cuffoms; for^ IconfcKfs, I was hearti* 
ly afhamed*. 

Alt ho' we ufually call reward and punifhment the 
two hinges upon which all government turns, yet I could 
never obferve this maxim to be put in praftice by any 
nation, except that of Lilliput. Whoever can there oring 
fufEcicnt proof, that he hath ftriftly obferved the laws ^ 
his country for feventy three moons, hath a claim to 
certain privileges, according to his quality and condition 
of life, with a proportionable fum of money out of a fund 
appropriated for that ufe : he likewife acquires the tide 
of '^fnilpall or legaly which is added to his name, hot 
doth not defcend to his pofterity. And thefe people 
thought it a prodigious defeft of policy among us, when 
I told them, that our laws were enforced only by penal- 
ties, without any mention of reward. It is upon this ac- 
count, that the image of juftice in their courts of judi- 
cature is formed with fix eyes, two before, as many be- 
hind, and on each fide one, to iignify circumfpe^on ; 
with a bag of gold open in her right hand, and a fword 
Iheathed in her left, to Ihew ftie is more diipofed to re- 
ward than to punifh. 

In chufmg perfons for all employments, they have moft 
regard to good morals than to great abilities ; for, fince 
government is heceflaryto mankind, they believe diat the 
common fize of human underftandings is fitted to (bme 
ftation or other, and that providence never intended to 
make the management of public affairs a myftery to be 
comprehended only by a few perfons of fublime genius, 
of which there feldom are three born in an age : but they 
fuppofe truth, juftice, temperance, and the like, to be in 
every man^s power; thepraflice of which virtues, affift- 
ed by experience and a good intention, would qualify 
any man for the fervice of his country, except where a 
courfe of ftudy is required. But they thought the want 

of 

• An a<^ of parliament liath been fincc pafled, by \i-bich (bme 
breaches of truft have been made ca^\u\. Hawkif 
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f moral virtues was fo far from being fiip|jlied by (apt* 

r ejidow merits of the mind, that employment!* could 

vet be put into fuch dangerous hands as thofe of per* 

IS fo qiiali£cd | and at Leaft, that the nuftakes commit- 

|d by ignorarvce in a virtuous difpofjtion would ncvtr he 

'['fuch fata! confecjuerice to the ptiblic weaK as ihe pra* 

i of a man whofc inclinations led him lo be corrupt, 

rlio had great abililies to iBatiage> to multiplyp and 

ud his corruptions- 

In like manner, the disbelief of a divine providence 

pnden a man uncapable of holding any public flfliioo ; 

br, fitice kings avow Lhemfetvas to be the deputies of 

fovidence, the Lilliputians think nothing can W more 

bfurd, than for a prince to employ fuch men as difown 

be awThoriiy under which he a^eih* 

In relating thcfe and the fol lowing laws, I would only 

Jeriior>d to mean th^ original inftitutions^ and not 

noft fc^ndalous corruptionsj into which thcl# peo» 

^k arr fallen by the degenerate nature of man. For as 
lo that infamoui praaice of acq^iiring grear em^by^ 
~ ts by daiicinj^^ on the ropes, or badges ot T\d 

nation by Icnpinj^ orer Hicksj and cr^;? . jtft 

■ y the reader h to obferve, that they were tirlt irv 
Etd by the grandfather of the Emperor now reign* 
and grew to the prerciiC hdghi by the gradual in* 
afc of party and faction. 

lyGRATiTynii is among thtm- a capital crime, as we 
1 it to have been in fome other countries j for the\* rca- 
thus, that whoever makes ill retaraa to his bene- 
|4lof» mua needs be a common enemy lo the rcll of 
ankind, from whom he liath received no obligation, and 
(leretbre fuch a mjin is not lit ^i live. 

Tm£|]| notions relating to the duties of parents and 
bildren differ extremely from oura* For. fmcc the con- 
ndion of male and female i$ founded upon tl^e great 
of nsitiirc in order ttJ pi up Agate and continue the 
ies, the IJUipuiians will necdr, have it, that men and 
* . :[:e other animals by the mo- 
||j Kit their lend cm ds to war da 

iike natural principle: for 
llow, thata child is undc0 
if^y gbh^aijon lo hii fathci for begetting him» or to hit 
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mother for bringing hixn into the world, whkh, confiderine 
the miferies of human life, was neither a bexieiit in itCrl^ 
XK>r intended fo by his parents, whofe thoughts in dieir 
love encounters were otherwife employed. Upon theie» 
and the like reafonings, their opinion is, that parents are 
the lad of all others to be trailed with the edocation of 
their own children : and therefore they have in every town 
public nurferies, where all parents, except cottagers and 
labourers, are obliged to fend their infants of both fexet 
to be reared and educated when they come to the aee of 
twenty moons, at which time they ace fuppofed to nave 
fome rudiments of docility. Thefe fchools are of feveral 
kinds, fuited to different qualities, and to both fexes. 
They have certain profeflbrs well (killed in preparing 
children for (uch a condition of life as befits the rank of 
their parents, and their own capacities as well as indnuu 
tions. 1 ihall firft fay fomething of the male nurferiei; 
and then of the female. 

The nurfeiies for males of noble or eminent birth unt 
provided with grave and learned profeflbrs, and their ft* 
ycral deputies. The cloaths and food of the children am 
plain and fimple. They are bred up in the principles of i 
honour, juftice, courage, modefty, clemency, retigion*, ' 
and love of their country ; they are alwaya employed in ! 
ibme bafine(s, except in the times of eating and ileeping, 
which are very fhort, and two hours for divertions confift^ 
ing of bodily exercifes. They are dreflbd by men ^U 
four years of age, and then are obliged to dre(k them(eve»; 
altho' their Quality be ever fo great ; and the women 
attendants, who are aged proportionably to ours at fifty, 
perform only the mo(l menial offices. They are neyef 
iufFered to converfe with fervants, but go together inL 
Imaller or greater numbers to take their divermms, and 
always in the prefence of a profeiTor, or one of his de- 
puties ; whereby they avoid thofe early bad impreffions of 
folly and vice, to which our children are fubjedt. Their 
parents are fufFered to fee them only twice a-year ; the vifit 
18 to laft but an hour ; they are allowed to kiis the child at- 
meeting and parting; but a profeiTor, who always fbnd« 
by on ihofe occafions, will not fuffer them to whifper, 
or ufe any fondling expreffions, or bring any prefents of 
toys, fweet-mcats, and the like. 



i^taMJflMlMlHhMri 



1 "" 



p.VL TO L I L L I P U T- SS7 

Twf: p^ftfion ft out each femiiy for the education and 
► a child, upon fmhm of due payment, is 
iiperoi^ officer??. 
1 ME uurfetics for children of ordinan^ gentlemeiT, 
facrchaiiti. iradcr^j and haadicrafts, are managed propor* 
^^ nably ^fuT the fame manner; only tbofc defigned for 
dcs are put o^t apprentices at eleven years old. where* 
thofe of pcrfons of quality continue in iheire^jcrdfes 
fifteen, whkh anfwcrs to twenty one with ns: but the 
confrnement ii gradually Icffpneti for the lail three years* 

In the female nvirfciiea, the yoiing girls of quality are. 
edtic.iicd much like the male*, only they arc dreffed by. 
orderly tenants of their own fex ; but always in the pre- 
fence of a profeflbr or deputy » till they come to drds- 
-* fclves^ which h at five years old* And if ttbefotrnd^- 
lefe nijrfei ever prefiime to entertain the prh witb 
iTjgi d'wl or fooljfti (ioriea, or the common follies praiili» 
ied by chamber-maids among us, they are pufalkly whip- 
ped thrice abowi the ciiy, imprifoned for a year, and 
bnnilh^d for Itfr to fhe tnof! dck^latc partof thcr eoyntryv 
! -\* there are as m«c' lofbt* 

I, i as the men, and d perfon- 

TLcy and clcanliritfi'a ^ nelsierdid 
in their cducatjon» made by 
that the exercifes of the 



ai tji name Lit:] 
I peree]%*r n 
their 



(o robuf!, and ihn fymc 

g to domefiic life, and a 

lb cnini'-scd them ; for iheii 

:y. awrfe thould 

\^'hiTt til' twelve 

.,r. ,n.i-,.^ ...^m is thcmv.,.. ■* -"■^e* 

or gotrdiajis take them hor^ at 

■ rpaninns* 

oi ;ric mrajier fort t the 

iiinds of woi-ki proper foe 

'lOfe intcnord for 

old, the fell arc 

ti3 tlcvciu 

HI fineaiicr fiimDtcip mhtp have chEtlrtQ ^t thei^ nnr* 
E t kfk^ 
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Series, are obliged, beiides their annual penfion^ which is 
as low as poflible, to return to the Heward of the nac- 
fery a fraall monthly fhare of tjieir gettings to be a por- 
tion for the child ; and therefore all parents are limited 
in their expences by the law. For the Lilliputians think. 
nothing can be more unjuft, than for people, in fubier- 
vience to their own appetites, to bring children into the 
world, and leave the burden of fupporting them on the 
public. As to perfons of quality, they give fecurity ta 
appropriate a certain Turn for each child, fui«able to theic 
condition ; and thefe funds are always, managed with 
good hulbandry, and the moft ex2L6i juftice. 

The cottagers and labourers keep their children at 
home, their bufineis being only to till and cultivate the 
earth, and therefore their education is of little confe- 
qaence to the public : but the old and difeafed among 
them are fupported by hofpitals r for begging is a trade 
uiknown in thL> empire. 

And here it may perhaps divert the curious readei^ 
to give fomc account of my domeftics, and my manner 
of living in this country, during a refidence of nine months* 
and thirteen days. Having a head mechanically torjied, 
and being likewife forced by neceflity, I had made for 
rnyfelf a table and chair convenient enough out of the 
laigcft trees in the royal park. Twohandrec^fempfb-eiles 
were employed to make me fhirts, and Lnen for my bed 
and table,'all of tlie ilrongefl: and coarfeft kind they could 
get ; which ho vever they were forced to quilt together 
in feveral folds, for the thickefl was fome degrees finer 
than lawn. Their linen is ufually three inches wide, and 
i'lree feet make a piece» The fempflxenfes took my mea- 
fure as I lay on the ground, one (landing at my neck» and 
another at my mid-leg,, with a ftrong cord extended, that 
each held by the end, while a third meafured the length 
of the cord with a rule of an inch long. Then they mea- 
fured my right thumb, and deiired no more ; for by a 
mathematical computation, that twice round the thumb 
is once round the wriH, and ib on to the neck and the 
waifl, and by the help of my old fhirt, which I difplayed 
on the ground before them for a pattern, they fitted mc 
exadly. Three hundred taylors were employed in the '^' 
fame manner to make me deaths i but they had another ' ' 

contrivance 
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Dmni^nnce for tskmg my mcafure, I kpecle*! down, 
bd they fdftti a luddtr from the ground to idv iieck^ 
■ ^ '/ r one uf them moLtnted, and let fall a, 
niy collar to ike floor, which j«il aiifwcred 
pgin ^if my caat i but nay waiil and arms I mea- 
njrfclf. When my doaths were finillieii, ^vhkK 
lone in my houfc {hr the lairgeil of theirs WpQuM not 
liave been able lo hold them) they looked Lke the 
aich'Work matlc^ by the Utiles in England, only that 
n'me \vere ail of a co^?HN 
i had three hundred cookfl to ^^rcfs my vi^uab in 
[ little convcTTCT^t \vu hnilt :^^iotjt my houfs, where ihey 
^^^^bnd ihcii ' : 1 cd me two diihes a- 

^^kiec«. 1 ^ I niy h:\nd « and placed 

^^bem on the ubirj an iiiir*drcd aior;? auendcii below f*n 
^^Bbe ground, (cmc ivith dilhc3 of mfst, and fucnc with 
barrek of wirn^ and otlvct liquors flung on iheir ilioul* 
Efs i ail v*,hich the wajters above drew up» as I wanled^ 
a very mgenititi* manricf* by certain cords,, as we draw 
he butkrt up a wcli in ?*uropei A dlih of their mcai 
Va$ a good mouthful, and ^ barrel of tbcir Hqaor a rea- 
a able draaghl* Tiit^ir mutton yields to ours, but theii 
cd is excelkot I have h*id a Jlrlom fo bige, that I 
r been foiccd to make three bits of it; but thb i^ 
, My f<3fvante iX'cre it lorijjhed to fee me eaJ it» I'vncs^ 
n'], ft$ hi oar coujvLn' i^^c do tht.^ kg cfalark* 
Their gcefc and tvirkies I afuaily eal at a motithfyl,,and I 
'^cot>ftfi, they far excee-J ours Of thctr {jmalJcr fowl 
Like up tvvcniv or tliirty nt ihc end of my k.nife, 
• ' ' • ■ :] of my 

P56V ' ^onforr, 

iLti af :he blooti i-.f Lodi kj^cs, might 
fas, he was flea.r-d to c:il! it) of di- 
canie acc' i thtci 

nmytn'''.. 'letwath 

■HTrea* 

^cd he often looked on me wiih a four cname nance, 

J ^^-ould not fcem to rtgairJ, bat cat more than 

j. 111 honour to ciy dear ccmmy^ as well sut to AW llie 

Willi aJffiiraiiofi. i ha%c foijir pnvar"' rt uuu.s. to 

cJicvc* that this viiit from his iVUjelty gav .a 
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opportunity of doing me ill offices to his mafter* Thar. 
niinirter had always been my fecret enemy, tho' he out-- 
wardiy carefled me more than was ufual to the morofe- 
nefs of his nature. He reprefented to the Emperor the 
low condition of his treafury; that he was forced to take- 
up money at great difcount; that exchequer bills would 
not cfrculate under nine per cent below par; that I had 
coft his Majefty above a million and a half of //rugt 
(their greateft gold coin, about the bignefs of a fpangle) 
and upon the whole, that it would be advifeable in the 
Emperor to take the firft fair occafion of difmiffing me. 

1 am here obliged to vindicate the reputation of an ex- 
cellent lady, who was an innocent fufferer upon my ac- 
count. The Treafurer took a fancy to be jealous of his wife, 
from the malice of fome evil tongues, who informed hii» 
t-hat her Grace had taken a violent afFcftion for my per- 
fon ; and the court-fcandal ran for fome time, that ftie 
once came privately to my lodging. This I folemnly de- 
clare to be a moil infamous falfliood, without any grounds,, 
farther than that her Grace was pleafed to treat me with 
all innocent marks of freedom and friendlhip. I own (he 
came often to my houfe, but always publicly, nor ever 
without three more in the coach, who were ufually her 
fifter and young daughter, and fome particular acquaint- 
ance ; but this was common to many other ladies of the 
court. And I ftill appeal to my fervants round, whether 
they at any time faw a coach at my door, without know- 
ing what perfons w'ere in it. On thofe occalions, when 
a fervant had given me notice, my cuftom was to go im- 
mediately to the door ; and,.after paying my refpefts, to- 
take up the coach and two horfes very carefully in my 
hands (for, if there were fix horfes, the poffillion always 
unharnefled four) and placed them on a table, where I 
had fixed a moveable rim quite round of Eve inches high, 
to prevent accidents. And 1 have often had four coaches- 
and horfes at once on my table fall of company, while I 
ffit in my chair, leaning my face towards them; and, when 
J -A'as engaged with one fet, the coachman would gently 
di ive the others round my table. I have paiTed many axt 
afternoon very agreeably in thefe converiations. Bat I 
di'fy the Treafurer, or his two informers (1 will name 
ihem, and let them make their beil of it) Cluftril and 

DraQlo> 
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,lr. try prove th^ any pcrfon evgr canine to nie im^ 
t the Secrt-tary Reldrcl^l, who was Tent by tie* 
.iiiiianti of hjs Impcria] Maje%, as I liavc l>efoie 
tltted. I Ibould not have dwelt lo long wpon this pai^* 
Cukr, jf It had not been a point wherein the reputation 
* a great lady 15 Co neitrly concerned, ta fay ftothing of 
fly own, tho' 1 then had ihc hooour to be a NdrJae^ 
Irhkh tJie Treiifarer hTrnfelf is not ; for all the world 
nows, thai he is only a G/'umjtiuWi n tide inferior i)y 
^le degree, as that of a Martjuis b to a Dtike ioEngUnd ^ 
yet I 5Jow he proceeded me in right of his poll. Thefe 
falfe inform atioDs, which I afterwards came to the know- 
\t^^ of by an accident noi proper to meniion^ made the 
Tfoifurer fhew his Jady for fotne lime an ill coisntcfiance', 
%A mc a worfe ; aod altho' he was at lalt otideceived 
ad recorjciled 10 her. yet Holt all credit with himp and 
*and my intereft decline very fail with f! ror 

' afelf^ who wa5 indeed too much govetr iu:tt 

its. 

CHAP. vn. 



^EFORE I proceed to glvt an net© out of my Icavinf 

this k^r.r. ir>m» it TO !▼ fa? propcr to tjtform the 
oi mtitipw, wkieii had been ii^r i*'0 

h'.^ '.,.■,.. .-.iinil inc. 
Ih.iJ' I, ^iii.crto al] my Jrfc a ftrsmger lo conrti^ 
' whkh I was liiu^ysliiicd by rfie n----::-^'^ of my ocm- 
litioiu 
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and, without fending his name, deiired admittance : the 
chainnen were difmiHed ; I put the chair with his Lord- 
fhip in it into my coat-pocket ; and giving orders to t 
trufly fervant to fay I was indifpofed and gone to ikep^ 
I faftened the door of my houfe, placed the chair on the 
table, according to my ufual cuftom, and fat down by it* 
After the common falutations were over, obferving hit 
Lord/hip's countenance full of concern, and inquiring 
into the reafon, he defired I would hear him with patience 
in a mattei* that highly concerned my honour and my 
life. His fpeech was to the following effedi^ for I took 
notes of it as foon as he left me. 

You are to know, faid he, that Ceveral committees of 
council have been lately called in the mod private man- 
ner on your account ; and it is but two days fince hii 
Maje% came to a full refolution. 

You are very fenfible that Skyris Bolgdam {Ctdbgt^ or 
High-Admiral) hath been your mortal enemy almoft ever 
iince your arrival : his original reafons I know not ; but 
his hatred is increafed fince your great fuccefs againft 
Blefufcu, by which his glory, as Admiral, is much obfcop- 
rcd. This Lord, in conjundion with Flimnap the High- 
Treafurer, whofe enmity againfl you is notorious on ac- 
count of his Lady, Limtoc the General, Laicon the 
Chamberlain, and BalmufF the Grand Judiciary, have 
prepared articles of impeachment againft you for treaibn, 
and other capital crimes. 

This preface made me fo hnpatient, being con(poii6 
of my own merite and innocence, diat I was going to 
interrupt : when he entreated me to be iUent, and Ulos 
proceeded. 

Out of gratitude for the ^vours yon have done me-, I 
procured information of the whole proceedings, and a 
copy of the articles; wherein I venture my head for. your 
fervice. 

Jlrtkles of impeacbment agatnjh ^taubus Flejtrin tb§k 
tnan'mountarn, 

ARTICLE L 
Whereas, by a ftatute made in the reign of his Tm^ 
perial Miijcfty Calin Deffar Plune, it is enafted, tha> 

whoever 



Ktp, VJL 



L I L L I ? U T, 



iiocver fliall make water within the predn^s of the royal 

llace, (hall be liabte to the pain a and penalties of high - 

^'eafon i notwitbftanding the faid Quinbus Fleftnn, in o- 

pen breach of the faitJ law, under colour of cxtingdniing 

-^e iire kindled in the apartment of his MAJeiVy*s moS 

W itnpcrisil con fort, did malkioQily, traiterouny, and 

.evilillilyj by difcharge of his mine, ptit ont the fajd £re 

tindled m the faid apartraentt lying and being within 

(le precm<5\s of the hid royal palace, againll the flatule 

\ that cafe provided, &c. VgainE the dotys &c. 
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That the fiild Quinbus Heftrin having brought the 
itpertal fleet of Blefufcu into the royal port, a.nd being 
ter wards commanded by his Ituperia! Majefly to fcize 
ll the other Ihips of the faid cmpine of Blefurci), and re* 
»ce that empire to a province to be governed by a vice* 
tly from lie nee, and to deltroy and put to death not only 
"1 the Bt^-tniiian €Xik.\ but likewife all the people of 
Mt empire who would not immediacely forfake the Big« 
ndiafs herefy : he the faid Fleflrin* like a falfe traitor 
^aintl hb moiil ayfpicioos» ferene* Imperial Majctly, did 
rtition to be excufed from the faid fervice, «pon prc- 
bncT of unwiUinpiefs to furce the confciences, or dciiroy 
ke liberties and lives of an innocent people *, 

ARTICLE IIL 

Th^t, whereas certain ambaiTadors arrived from tfi" 
Qtirt of Bclfufcu to fue for peace in his Majefty'* oiart : 
the laid Fkftrin did, likL* a fj.Ile traiffir* aid, abet, 
Eifcirt, and divert the {rdd iniballadorsi altho' he knew 
kcm m be fervant? ' :, who was lately an opea 

ftcmy to his Impcr! ^ * and in open war againJl 

-' faid Majdiy* 

ARTICLE 



• Ahnftt thlnk< Umftlf Iv 




H 


r VW ^l**^t * *nnJ a fbrdm»iT« if 




nil 


' ' iirre ma»1 


• itr-Ti [1 


I tight 


I'jni to klr 




• 



62 A V O Y A G E PartL i 

ARTICLE IV. 

That the faid Quinbus Flefhin, contrary to the dntf 
of a faithful fubjedt, is now preparing to make a voyage 
to the court and empire of Blefufcu, for which he hadi 
received onlv verbal licence from his Imperial Majefly j 
and under colour of the faid licence doth falfly and trai- 
teroufly intend to 'take the faid voyage, and thereby to 
aid, comfort, and abet the Emperor of Blefufcu, fo late 
an enemy, and in open war with his Imperial Majefty a- 
forefaid. 

There are fome other articles, but thefe are the mofi 
important, of which I have read you an abftraft. 

In the feveral debates upon this impeachment it mvft 
be confefled that his Majefty gave many marks of his 
great lenity, often urging the fervices you had fiione him, 
and endeavouring to extenuate your crimes. The trca^ 
fnrer and admiral infilled that you fhould be. put to the 
moil painful and ignominious death, by fetting fire on 
your houfe at night, and the general was to attend with 
twenty choufand men armed with poifoned arrows to ihoot 
you on the face and hands. Some of your fervants were 
to have private orders to ftrew a poifonous juice on your 
fhirts and (beets, which would foon make you tear your 
own flefh, and die in the utmoft torture. The general 
came into the fame opinion ; fo that for a long time 
there was a majority againft you : but his Majefty re- 
folving, if poffible, to fpare your life, at laft brought off 
the chamberlain. 

Upon this incident Reldrelal, principal fecretary for 
private affairs, who always approved himfelf your true 
friend, was commanded by the Emperor to deliver his 
opinion, which he accordingly did : and therein juftified 
the good thoughts you have of him. He allowed your 
crimes to be great, but that ftill there was room for mercy, 
the moft commendable virtue in a prince, and for which 
his Majefty was fo juftly celebrated. He faid, the friend- 
fhip between you and him was fo well known to the 
world, that perhaps the moft honourable board might 
think him partial : however^ in obedience to the com- 
mand 
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sd he hai received, he would freely offer his fentj- 
Dt3^ That if his Majclly, in confideration of your fer- 
Ice^j und pitrfuant to hh own merciful difpofitioTi, would 
pknfc to fparc yoor life, and only give order to put out 
both your c^yes, he humbly conceived, tha.t Ijy thU cxpe- 
dknt Juflkc might in fome meafure be fatisftcd^ and all 
the world would applaud the lenity of the Emperor, 33 
well as ihc fair and generous proceedings of thofe who 
have the honour to be his coutifellors* That the lofs of 
your eye ^ would be no ini pediment to youi bodily llicngth, 
by which you niight Mi be ufeful to his Majetly 1 that 
bHudiiefs ij an ac^tijtion to coy rage, by conceLiimg dan- 
gers Uom m I that the fear you had (or your eyes^ was 
the jjrtateft diflicuity in briTiging over the enemy's fleet ; 
and it would be fuffictent for yon to fee by the eyes of 

temmillcn, iince the greatett princes do no more^ 
Uhtiy propofal was received with the utmoll difappro- 
tton by the whole board. Bolgolam iJie adrnijal could 
fu>t prefers e his lemfjcr; but, rifing up in fury, faJd, jie 
wondered hqw the fecretary dtirft preruine to gjvc his o- 
pinion for prrferving the life of a traitor: thsit the fer vices 
you h." icrd were, by all true reafons of ftate^ the 

grerit :■ i of your crimes ; that you> who was able 

11 the fire by difchar^c of mine in her Ma- 

Lment (which he mentioned with horrpr) might 

tiothcr lime raife an inutidation by the iiimc mean* 

rown the whole palace ; and the fame Ihcngtht which 

ibied you to bring over the cnemy'a fleet, might fervc 

in the iiril difcontcnt to carry it back : that he had 

id reafons to think you tt-eie a Big^tn^^n m your 

iri ; jndas treafon begins in tlie hearty before it appears 

[overt -aflsj fo he ace u fed you as a traitor on that ac- 

-^*forc infitled )ou iJiould be rut to death. 

was of the fame opinion : ne flic wed to 

' r ' lly's revenue was reduced by the 

g you, which would foon irrow iri- 

/. \nt fccrctary's expedient of 'Ut 

i far from being a icmcdy . 13 

biy increafe it, aa li li^a&ilcil 

ui blinding fome kind of ff vvl, 

Ikr, and grew foor. ^t 

. .. council /who are V .^\v 



to 



6^ A V O Y A G E Part L 

were in their own confciences fully convinced of your 
guilt, which was a fafficient argument to condemn yoa 
to death without the formal proofs required by the Bii€t 
letter of the law*. 

But his Imperial Majefty, fully determined againft 
capital punifhment, was gracioufly pleafed to fay, tiiat 
jQnce the council thought uie lofs of your eyes too eafy 
a ccnfure, fome other may be inflifted hereafter. And 
your friend the fecretary, humbly defiring to be heard a- 
gain, in anfwer to what the treafurer had objoded con- 
cerning the great charge his Majefty was at in maintain- 
ing you, faid, that his Excellency, who had the ible dif- 
pofal of the Emperor's revenue, might eafily provide a- 
gainft that evil by gradually le^ening your elbibliOiment; 
by which, for want of fufEcient food, you would grow 
weak and faint, and lofe your appetite, and confume in a 
few months ; neither would the ftench of your carcafe be 
then fo dangerous, when it ihould become more than 
half diminifhed ; and immediately upon your death, five 
or fix thoufand of his Majefty 's fubjefls might in two or 
three days cut your flefti from your bones, take it away 
by cart-loads, and bury it in diftant parts to prevent in- 
fedlion, leaving the fkeleton as a monument of admira- 
tion to pofterity. 

Thus by the great friendfhip of the fecretary the wh(^e 
affair was compromifed. It was ftridUy enjoined, that the 
projed of ftarving you by degrees fhould be kept a fecret^ 
but the fentence of putting out your eyes was entered on 
the books ; none diftenting except Bolgolam the admiral, - 
who, being a creature of the Emprefs, was perpetually 
inftigated by her Majefty to infift upon your death, Ihc 

having 

• There is (bmething Co odious In whatever is wrong, ibat 
even thofc whom it does not fubjedt to punifhment, endeavonr 
to colour it with an appearance of right ; but the attempt is 
always unfuccclsful, and only betrays a con(cioufbe(s of deformi- 
ty, by (hewing a defire to hide it. Thus the Lilliputian court 
pretended a right to difpcnfc with the ftrift letter of the law to 
put Gulliver to death, tho' by the ftrift letter of the law only 
he could be convifted of a crime ; the intention of the ftatute 
not being to fuiTer the palace rather to be burnt, than-pifled upon. 

Havfkffi 
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Rvfng bom perpetual malke againil yoy on account of 

|j4t infamous aiid illegal method you look to extingttlih 

be iire in her apartmenl- 

lu three day*> your friend ihe fecretary will be dire^* 

" to come to your houfe, and read before you the arti- 

Jca of impeachment ; ^nd then to figmfy the great lenity 

ttiil favoLif oHiis Majefly and counci!, whereby you are 

njly condemned to the lofs of your eyes, which hi,'; Ma- 

pt!y doth not qucHion you will gratefully and humbly 

libmjt to ; and twenty of his MajeiTy*& furgeons will .it- 

end in order to fee the operation well performed, by tlii* 

"hargivig very fhfirp- pointed arrows into the baJh of your 

ij^es, as you He on tne ground. 

I leave to your prude uce what mea fa res you will take; 

id, to avoid fufpicion, I mufl immediately return in sm- 

rivate a manner as I came. 

His Lordlhip did fo. and I remamed alooe under mi- 

douhffr and perplex ities ff mind* 

It was a cullom imrodaced hy thi* Prince and his tni* 

illry (verv ^ifTLrrnt, iis I have been airured, fmrn the 

Cii^jces r ' thm after the co«rt had dccrceii 1 

ny cj'uel r lei ro gratify the m^ttiarch'tie^ 

pntmsnt, or the malioe of ,1 f^vouritc» thr d- 

latle n fpeech to his whole t:o and h t.^. ^ hi* 

Ncnity md tcaderiids. as qurJities known and co^- 

Ijjy all the wi-ifld. This fpeech was ^^vMn.-,' .tt-ly 

tied thro* the kin^rdona ; nor did any *y 

3plc foniuchai thofr? enconuurns on h^ 1*1 jiiv'tf 

rrcy^ hecnufc h wai ohfrrvcd, that d^e more thef* 

' ' ^ nil, the more mhamaii 

T m ctre i n n occ t > i . Ycst 

ni\ in.', J ' ' td 

a court tcr vt 

. " ' hjs I cuuld ncT Uikavtr the to- 

viXcnet, hut f onceivcd it (per- 

:u:])j i-Aihcj- I ' rhaf) gcntlr. t 

HhfHM'ht nf If I- fnp. jiltho' I 

.rtklfi, 

., Bot 

■: tnrU-jfc HUich J evCT 

. thought III to dire^^ 

pst& not rdy on h liaageroji a de^iJiD% m fii cnt}c4 
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VOYAGE 



Pari 



^oiidvirej nnd a^md ftich powerful enemies. One 

U firongly bent upon rcMance; for, whik I hiiJ lib 

ty, the whole llrengtli of that empire could hardly fub- 
«iue me» and I mtght eaiily with iWcs pHt the met^ "~ 
polls to pit£:es ; but 1 footi rejedcd that projedt with 1 
rofi by remembering the oath I had made to the EtnJ 
ror, the favours 1 received from him. and the high tl 
of AW^r he conf^-rred tipon mc. Neithtr hud 1 fb (q 
learned the ^^ritikude of courtrer^, to pcifuade my^ 
th. ' * ' irfly's prefentreventicb acqukted me o(\ 

A I lu,i 1 ii;:ed Upon arefolutioti* for which it k proba 
J may iiicur fooie cenfure, and not aoJuOly; fori confefl 
owe th« prefer ving mine eyes, ariu confcqacutlymylit 
ly, to my own great rafKnefSj and want of experienfl 
becatiie^ if I had then known the nature of princes artd 
jnititH^cr*, which I have finceobfcrvedm many other courts, 
aod I heir methods of treating criminals Uik obnoxic^u^ 
than niyfelf, I fhould with great alacrity and readinefs 
have fubmitted to fo eafy a punifliment. But hitrned 
on by the precipitancy of youth, and having his Imperial 
Majcft)''i licence to pay my attenilancc ijpon the Empe- 
tor of Blcfnfca, I took tbis opporto^ity^ before the three 
<iays were elapfedj to fend a letter to my friend the fe* 
cxetary, fignifying my refolution of fecting out that moi) 
ing for Blefufcu, purfuant to the kave I had got ; ad 
without lA'nlting for an anfwer, I went to that fide of tB 
iHnnd wliere our fleet ky. I feized a large man of war^ 
tjed a cable to the prow, and, lifting «p die anchq 
I f!ript myfclfi put my deaths (together with my covd 
let, which I carried under my arm) into the vcffelp ai 
^mwiug it after mcj between wading md fwimming, an^ 
ved at the royal port ofBlefti feu, where the people ha 
long expe^ed me ; they lent me two guidea to direct m^ 
to tne capital city, which is of the fame name, t hcf^ 
them In my hands tiil I came within two hundred van 
of the gate, and de fired ihem to fignjfy my ai 
of the fccrefarles, and let liim know, I there ^ [tl 

BlajtJVt command* 1 had an airfwer in about an ho| 
that his Majcfty attended by the royal family cr>d ^r 
o/Nctrs of tJre court w as comm^ out to receive tnc. I ; 
ii'an ccd a hand red yards , Tb^ Eia j^ioit ^^^ \v\^ \mn 1 
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ligSbd from their horfes, the Emprefs and ladies 
fioni dieir coaches, and I did not perceive they were 
9a any fright or concern. I lav on the ground to kifs 
Ilia MajeSy's and the Emprefs's hand. I told his Ma- 
jcfty that I was come according to my promife, and with 
ihe licence of the Emperor my mafter, to have the honour 
effeeing fo mighty a monarch, and to offer him any fer- 
vice in my power confillent with my- duty to my own 
prince ; not mentioning a word of my difgrace, becaufe £ 
kad hidierto no regular information of it, and might fup- 
pofe myfelf wholly ignorant of any fuch defign ; neither 
could 1 reafonably conceive that the Emperor would dif- 
€over the fecret, while I was out of his power ; wherein 
however it ibon appeared I was deceived. 

i (hail not trouble the reader with the particular ac- 
coonc of my reception at this court, which was fuitable 
to the generofity of io great a prince ; nor of • the diffi- 
calties 1 was in for want of a houfe and bed, being for<- 
cad to lie on the ground, wrapt up in my coverlet. 

CHAP. VIII. 

7bt auibory by a luclty accident^ finds means to leanjt 
Blrfufcu\ and J after fome dijficjjiiesy returns Juft t9 
Ms nati'Ve country, 

THREE days after my arrival, walking out of cu- 
rioiity to the north-eaft coaft of the ifland, I ob- 
favcd about half a league off, in the fea, fotnewhat that 
looked like a boat overturned. I pulled off my flioes 
■ tnd fh)cking», and, wading two or three hundred yards, 
1 fband the obje6^ to approach nearer by force of the 
tide; and then plaiftly (aw it to be a real boat, which I 
fiippofed might by fome temped have been driven from 
ft wip : whereupon I returned immediately towards the 
city, and defired his imperial Majedy to lend me twenty of 
Ae talleft veflels he had left after the lofi, of his fleet, and 
"duape thoufand feameh, under the command of his vice- 
admiral. I'his fleet failed round, while 1 went back the 
ftortefl way to the coall where I firfl dllcovered the 
boat ; I found the tide had driven it Hill nearer. TVjifesi- 
I were all provided with cordage, which \Viaii\>eWt^ 
F 3 \^\A 
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a jundture, and againft fuch powerful enemies. Once I 
was ftrongly bent'upon refiftance; for, while I had liber- 
ty, the whole ftrength of that empire could hardly fuB- . 
due mc, and I might eafily with ftones pelt the metro- 
polis to pieces ; but I foon rejefted that projedl with hor- 
ror, by remembering the oath I had made to the Empe- 
ror, the favours 1 received from him. and the high title 
of Kardac he cciiferred upon me. Neither had I ix^ foon 
learned the gratitude of courtiers, to perfuade myfelf» 
that his Majef^y's prefent fevcricies acquitted me of all 
part cblignrions. 

At lall I fi^ed upon arefolution, for which it is probable 
I may incur fome cenfure, and not unjuftly; for I confefil 
owe the preferving mine eyes, and confequently my liber- 
ty, to my own great rafhnefs, and want of experience; 
becauie, if I had then known the nature of princes and 
mirirters, which I havefinceobfcrvedin many other courts, 
and their methods of treating criminals lefs obnoxiqps 
than myfelf, I fhould with great alacrity and readinefi 
have fubmitted to fo eafy a punifliment. But harried 
on by the precipitancy of youth, and having his Imperial 
Majeily's licence to pay my attendance upon the Empe- 
ror of Blefufcn, I took this opportunity, before the three 
days were elapfed, to fend a letter to my friend the fc- 
cretary, fignifyingmy refolution of fettingout that morn- 
ing for Blefufcu, purfuant to the leave I nad got ; uid» 
without waiting for an anfwer, I went to that fide of the 
ifland where our fleet lay. I feized a large man of war, 
tied a cable to the prow, and, lifting up the anchors, 
I ftript mylelf, put my cloaths (together with my cover- 
let, which I carried under my arm) into the vedel, and 
drawing it after me, between wading mA fwimniing, arri- 
ved at the royal port of Blefufcu, where the people had 
long expe^ed me ; they lent me two guides to direct me 
to the capital city, which is of the fame name. T held 
them in my hands till I came within two hundred yards 
of the gate, and delired them to fignify my arrival to one 
of the iecretaries. and let him know, I there waited hit 
Majcrty's command. I had an anfwer in about an hoar, 
that his Majefty attended by the royal family and great 
officers of the court was coming out to receive me. i ad- 
vanced a hundred yards. The Emperor and his train a* 

lighted 
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from their horfes, the Emprcfs and ladies 
- ihelr coaches, and I did boi perceive they were 
'f frighf or conceni. 1 lay on the ground to kifs 
Ia}di/5 and the Emprtffs's hand* I told his Ma* 
"bat I was come ;iccordmg to my promirc, :ind with 
Eiiccofthc Emperor my maimer, to have the honour 
og ib mighty a motiarch* mid to offer hini any fer- 
*m my power confiitent with my da ty to my own 
Hncc ; not mentioning a word of my difgracCf becaufe I 
1 hftlierto no rcguiar information of it, und might fap* 
_ jfe my fclf wholly igtiorant of any fuch defigit 1 neither 
could 1 lealona^bly conceive that the Emperor would djf- 
«uver the fecrct, *vhdc I was out of hl% power ; whcrdft- 
>wt*vcr It foon apptatfd I was deceived, 
1 ihall not tronbie the reader with the pardcolar ac* 
}im[ ofiDy reception at t\dh court, which was fuitable 
} the gcncrofity c( Jo ^reai a. prince 1 nor of the dr*H- 
bkics I wa^ in for want of a houfe and bed> being for- 
^d to lie or. the ground, wrapt up in my coverlet. 



CHAP. 



VIIL 



K&f itkiber^ fj a htkf ^tcrdent^ findi meant to itami 
Eh/ui<u\ 4?W» A/fir fima dijicuiimf r€tm*m fufi H 
ki$ 9is(h/i (ouniry, 

H R E E days after my arrivn!, walking uut of ct>- 

riofity to the north*eaft coaft of the i&nd, I ob- 

" ni Haifa league o*F, in the fea^ fomewhat that 

•. a bant ovffturned. I pulled tdl my iliocij 

;'' ' o or three bund r;d yard*, 

iif , .;.ch nearer ^'^ fort- of the 
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X. hich I 

n froai 

nds the 

, vcntyof 

rtich he hnj lc*t after the foh m his fleet, and 

Ind icamt'n, under the c'.rmmand of hii vice* 

Thi^ Hcct lailcd round, while I went back the 

(I ^-,u T,i rlv rr.iri where 1 firfl difcovcied the 

If 11 f driven itfljll ncnrirr. Thcfcji* 

tn were ^ii ^^iw^iuuu >v J th cordage, whidi Ibad befcre- 
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hand twilled to a fufficient ftrength. When the fhipi 
came up, I (Iript myfelf, and waded till I came within an 
hundred yards of the boat, after which I was forced to 
fwim till I got up to it. The feamen threw me the end 
of tht cord, which I faflened to a hole in the foce-part of" 
the boat, and the otlier end to a man of war: bat I found 
all my labour to little purpofe ; for, being out of my 
depth, I was not able to work. In this neceffity, I was 
forced to fwim behind, and puih the boat forwards as 
often as I could, with one of my hands ; and the tide 
ftiouring me I advanced fb far, that I could juft hold up 
my chin and feel the ground. I rcfted two or three 
minutes, and tlien gave the boat another fhove, and fb 
on till the fea was no higher than my arm-pits ; and now» 
tlie mofl laborious part being over,. I took oat my other 
cables, which were Jlowed in one of the fhips, and fafl- 
ened thsm firll to the boat, and then to nine of the vefiek 
which attended mc ; the wind being favourable, the (ea^ 
men towed, and I fhoved till we arrived within forty 
yards of the fhore, and waiting till the tide was out, I got dry 
to the boat, and by the affiftance of two thou^nd men» 
with ropes and engines, I made a ffiift to tarn it on its. 
bottom, and found it was but litde damaged.. 

I Ihall not trouble the reader with the (SfficHltics I was 
under by the help of certain paddles, which coft me tea 
days making to get my boat tothe royal port of Blefufca, 
where a mighty concourfe of people appeared upon my 
arrival, full of wonder at the fight of fo prodigious a vef- 
fi.'l. 1 told the Emperor, that ray good fortune had throiKn 
th:& boat in my way to carry me to fome place, vlhMn 
wh'ji^ice I Cii^'ht return into my native country, «m beg- 
ged his Majelty's orders for getting materials to fit it up» 
together with his licence to depart, which, after fome 
kind cxpoftula'ions^ he was pleafed to grant.. ■ 

I oid very mtich wonder,, in all this time, not to have 
heard of any exprffs relating to me from our Emperor to 
thecocrtof Blrfafca. But 1 was afterwards given private- 
ly to undorrtand, that his Imperial Majefty, never ima- 
gining: I had tuc IchlI notice of his defigns, believed I 
v^asonly gone to Blefufca in performance of my promifc, 
:iLCordjng to the licence he had given me, which was 
well known at our conit, aJiJ would return in afewd^ays 

whea 
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:: cc, anti, it I did liot return io 

and dcclajcd 3 tranor The tpvoy iWther 3i!J<?d, that, 
in order to niamtain tlve peace and aniity bet wren both 
€mptr€3> hh m.Utcr cxptf^U^t^if that Ivis brother of EIc- 
fafcu wauld giv^e orders to have me lent back to Lillipti:, 
bound hand snd foot, to be pun i lb cd as a tr.iitur, 

TtiE Err -^' -^ ' +' Blcfufcn, having lak<?n three days t;5 
con fill r, r an fwer con filling of many ch^iittk^ 

' " .. ilk u.iUj that, as foj r;:ndijig me boLind, h\$ 
■/v/ it \^:is itnpolGble t that, sltbo* i bad dr* 

thEdd^O. 
peace I fni; ri'jvvcver b<-tb ili^u 
DC made cafy i for I ha4 found ^ 
ti 'i able m cAirv me 

^ r CO fit up vwkb m) 

; iJiU he hoped in a Jew wet 
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' Thesk conflderations moved me to haflen my depart- 
ure fomewhat fooner than I intended ; to which the court, 
impatient to have me gone, very readily contributed. 
Five hundred workmen were employed to make two fails 
to my lK)at, according to my dircdions, by quilting thir- 
teen fold of their flrongeil linen together. I was at the 
pains of making ropes and cables by twifting ten, twenty^ 
or thirty of the thickeft and flrongeft of theirs. A great 
ftone that I happened to find, after a long fearch by the 
fea-fhore, fervcd me for an anchor. 1 had the tallow of 
three hundred cows for greaflng my boat and other uies. 
I was at incredible pains in cutting down fome of the 
largeft timber- trees for oars and mafts, wherein I was 
however much afliilcd by his Mr^jeily's fliip- carpenters, 
who helped me in fmoothing them, after I had done the 
rougli work. 

In about a month, when all was prepared, I fent ty 
receive his Majefty's commands, and to take my leave. 
The Emperor and royal family came out of the palace; 
1 lay down on my face to kifs his hand, which he very 
gracioufly gave me ; fo did the Emprefs, and young 
Princes orthe blood. His Majcfty prefentpd me with 
fifty purfes of two hundred /prugs a piece, together with 
his pidure at full length, which I put immediately into 
one of my glove? to keep it from being hurt. The cerc- 
monicG at my departure were too many to trouble die 
reader with at this time. 

1 flored the boat with the carcafes of an hundred 
oxen, and three hundred fheep, with bread and drink 
proportionable, and as much meat ready drefled as four 
hundred cooks could provide. I took with me fix cows 
and two bulls alive, with as many ews and rams, intend- 
ing to carry them into my own country, and propagate 
the breed. And to feed them on board I had a good 
bundle of hay, and a bag of corn I would gladly have 
taken a dozen of the natives, but this was a thing the 
Emperor would by no means permit : and befides a dili- 
gciit fearch into my pockets, his Majcfty engaged my 
honour not to carry away any of his fubjeds,. altho' with 
their own confent and dclire. 

Havi::g thus prepared all things as well as T was able, 
1 fct Call on the 24th day of September 1701, at fix in 

the 
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I mornmg ♦ and when 1 had gone abaat four leagues to 
&€ north war^lt the wind beirvg at Ibuth-eall, ai (Ix in tte 
Vtmtig 1 tlefcried a fmall iflaiid about \\A( a leagu*^ to 
llic nordvwcll* I advanced farward and calt anchor oti 
the ice fide uf the tlland* which fcemcd m be uninhabit- 
ed, i then took fomerefreiliment, and went to my reft. 
I ilept well, a.nd as 1 conjei^iire at lead {\x hours, for I 
found the day htokt m two hours after 1 awaked. It was 
Sk dc;ir night, 1 cat ix\y breakl'all hv^- -^ - luti was up; 
atid ht*aving anchor, the wind bciii ]c» T tlcered 

the fime coarft' tliat I had done ur li. y uEfoiei where- 
in I was dire^ed by my pocket- com pafs. My intenlion 
wa* to reach, if pofilble, one of thofe iflands which I 
bad rrafon to believe lay to the north- eiifl of Van Die- 
m<n*s laiid. t dircovcred nothing all that day j but opon 
the ne.vt^ aliout three m the afieirnooii» when I had by 
my cr ►» made twenty four leagues from BJefd- 

fcu, 1 a fail Qeering to the fouth-eaft ; my courfe 

was due rali I hailed her, but could get fio anfwer i 
yet 1 ffnind I gftined upon her, for the wind flacket^ed. 
I made all the tail 1 could, and m half an hour Ihe fpied 
me, then htiiJg out her aniient^ and difcharged a gun. 
It i* not eafy to cxprefs the joy I was iti upon the uncJC- 
pcdM hope of once more feeing my beloved country, 
and the di:^t pledges \ left in ic, l^he iliip flAckened her 
fails, and I came up with her beti^'een five and fix in the 
evening, September 26 ; but iny heart le^pt within me to 
(f.^ I,.-. T/., ,ihV. c^loiifc, I piit my cows and fhcep into 
I; % Ikud got on board with all my little 

tar^vi ur | r^v fions* The vedcl %m an Englilh mnchant* 
man, rrturning from Japari by the North and South fcaaj 
the captain Nlr. John Riddel of Deptford, avctycivil 
man, and an excellent failor. We were now in the lati- 
tude of jo decrees fouth, there were about fifty men in 
the ihip ; and hert' I met an old comrye of mine, one 

Fcter Wdliams, who gave ine a good <: to the 

capMtn, Thi^; f^rTrrtrtnan trr^t^?d mcWi. --fs, ^nd 

( place I m 

_^,^_ h Idrdi- •■; 

d 
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freat aftoniftiment, clearly convinced him of my veraci^. 
then fhewed him the gold given me by the Emperor of 
Blefufcu, together with his Majefly's pi^ure at full length, 
and fome other rarities of that country. I gave him two 
purfes of two hundred ^ri/^i each, andpromifed, when 
we arrived in England, to make him a prefent of a cow 
and a (heep big with young. 

I fhall not trouble the reader with a particular account 
of this voyage, which was very profperous for the moft 
part. We arrived in the Downs on the 1 3th of April 
1702. I had only one misfortune, that the rats on 
board carried away one of my (heep ; I found her bones 
in a hole, picked clean from the flefh. The reft of my 
cattle I got fafe a fhore, and fet them a grazing in a 
bowling-green at Greenwich, where the finenefs of the 
jrafs made them feed very heartily, tho' I had always 
feared the contrary: neither could I poflibly have prc- 
ferved them in fo long a voyage, if the captain had not 
allowed me fome of his beft bilket, which rubbed to 
powder, and mingled with water, was their conftant food. 
The fhort time I continued in England, I made a confi- 
derable profit by fhewing my cattle to many perfons of 
quality, and others: and before f began my fecbnd voy- 
age, I fold them for fix hundred pounds. Since my laft 
return I find the breed is confide rably increafed, efpedal- 
ly the (heep, which 1 hope will prove much to the adr 
vantage of the woollen manufadlure by the fineness of thf 
fleeces. 

I flaid but two months with my wife and family-; 
for my infatiable defire of feeing foreign countries would 
fufFer me to continue no longer. I left fifteen hundred 
pounds with my wife, and fixed her in a good houfe at 
RedrifF. My remaining flock I carried with me, part ]> 
money and part in goods, in hopes to improve my for- 
tunes. My cldefl uncle John had left me an cflate in 
land, near Epping, of about thirty pounds a year ; and I 
had a long leafe of the Black-Bull in Fetter- Lane, which 
yielded me as much more : fo that I was not in any dan-f 
ger of leaving my family upon the pariQi. Myfbn John- 
ny, named fo after his uncle, was at the grammar-fchool» 
and a towardly child. My daughter Betty, (who is now 

. well 
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married, and has children) was then at her needle* 
z. I took leave of my wife, and boy, and girl, with 
on both fides, and went on board the Adventure, a 
rhant-fhip of 300 tons, bound for Surat, Capt. John 
kolas of Liverpool commander. But my account of 
voyage mud be xeferred to the fecond part of my 
ds. 
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CHAP. I. 

A great fiorm defcrihed'^ the long-boat fent to fetch w»- 
ter\ the author goes nxith it to difcover the country* 
He is left on Jhore^ is feized by one of the nati«utSt 
and carried to a farmer's houfe. His reception, nvith 
Je^eral accidents that happened there* A defcription ef 
the inhabitants, 

HAVING been condemned by nature and for- 
tune to an adive and reftiefs life, in two months 
after my return I again left my native country, 
and took (hipping in the Downs on the 20th day of June 
1702, in the Adventure, Capt. John Nicholas a Cornilh 
man commander, bound for Surat. We had a very p«>- 
fperous gale till we arrived at the Cape of Good liopci 
where we landed for frefh water, but difcovering a leadc, 
we unfhipped our goods, and wintered there ; for, the 
captain falling fick of an ague, we could not leave the 
Cape till the end of March. We then fet fail, and had t 
good voyage till we pafTed the Streights of Madagafcar 1 
but having got northward of thatifland, and to about five 
degrees fouth latitude, the winds, which in thofe feas are 
obterved to blow a conflant equal gale between the north 
and weft, from the beginning of December to the begin- 
ning of May, on the 19th of April began to blow with 
much greater violence, and more wefterly than ufualy 
continuing fo for twenty days together, during which 
time we were driven a little to the eaft of the Molucca 
I/lands, and about three debtees tvot^^^x^ ^^ \\\ft line, 
as our captain found by au olbfeix^XiOU \ifc xw^s. xSaft li 
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rfMay, at which time the ^ ind ceafcd, and ii was a per- 
fcft calm, whereat I was not a little rejoiced But he, be- 
ing a man well experienced in the navigation of choi>. 
ins, bid OS all prepare againft a ftorm, which accordingly 
bppened the day following : for a ibuihcrn wind, call- 
ed the fouthern m^nfoon^ began to fee in. 

FiKDiNG it was like to overblow, we took in our fprit- 
£dl, and flood by to hand the fore-fail ; but, making foul 
weather, we looked the guns were all fall, and handed 
the nifien. The ihip lay very broad oiF, fo we thought 
it better fpooning before the fea, than trving or hull in 7. 
^e reft the fore-fail and fet him, and )inw]ed aft the 
fbre-lheet ; the helm was hard a weather. The Ihip wore 
bravdy. We belaid the fore-down -hall ; but the f;ul 
was/pJit, and we bawled down the yard, and got the fail 
intt) the (hip, and unbound all the things clear of it. It 
irasa very ncrce ftorm ; the fea broke llrangc and dangrr- 
taa. Wc hawled off upon the lanniard of the whip-iTaff*, 
and helped the man at the helm. We would not get down 
tNir top-mafl, but let all (land, becaufe flic fcudded before 
the fca very well, and we knew that, thepp-mall being 
aWt, the (hip was the wholfomer, and made better v ay 
diroagh the fea, feeing we had fea-room. When tlie 
iorm was over, we fet fore-fail and main-fail, and 
brought the (hip to. Then we fet the mifTcn, main-top- 
iail, and- the fore-top- fail. Our courfe was raft-north- 
mfij the wind was tLtJoutb-'weft, We got the liar- board 
lacks a-board, we ca(l off our weather braces and lifts ; 
fK fet in the lee-braces, and hawled forward by the wea- 
ther-bowlings, and hawled them tight, and belaid them, 
tnd hawled over the mifTen-tack to windward, and kept 
ker fall and by as near as (he would lie. 

During this ftorm, which was followed by a llrong 
Wnd njceft-fouth-njcefly we were carried by my computati- 
\ 00 aboot five hundred leagues to the eaft^ fo that the 
I oldeft failor on board could not tell in what part of the 
I worid we were. Our provifions held out well, our (liip 
I im (launch, and our crew all in good health ; but wc 
j. Ity in the utmoft diflrefs for water. We thought it bell 
to hold on the fame courfe, rather than turn more wot\)c\- 
f^ rty, «»hich mght have brought us to the north-^cfi ^7sxK% 
i ifinae Tanary, and into the frozen fea. 

•VaLs IT, G O'd 
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On tlie ifjih day of Junci ijoj* a boy on the top-ma^ 
rdjfcovrred Imd* On the i/th* we came in full %iew of a I 
|reat tilaiid or t onttncut (for wt knew not whedier) on 
the routh fide wiicn-of wjis a fmall neck ofjiind jutilng 
e*yt into the ^a* and a creek too fhaJlow to hold a ilijp 
of above one hundred £oi>s. Wc call ajach or within ^ 
Jeagoe of diiscttek, and our captain fent a dozen of his! 
men well armed in ibe long-boat, with vefTels for water, I 
if any could be found. I dcJlred his leave to go with , 
tlienip ihAt I njight fee the country, and make what dif- 
coveries I could. When we came to land, we faw tto ' 
river or fpring, nor any fign of iahabiiaais- C 
therefore wandered on the Ihore to find out fcfn 
water near the fea, and I walked alone about a mile op 
the otKer fiik-, where 1 obferved the country all barren 
and rocky. I now began to be.weary, and (eoing nothing 
to entertain my curiofity, I returned gently down to* 
wards the creek ; and the fea being [full in my vie ft-, I 
faw our men already got into the boat, and rowinj 
life to the lliip, I was going to hollow after the^ 
tho* it had been to IktJe porpofcj when I obfei 
huge creature walking atier them in the fea^ 4s 
he could ; he waded not much deeper than his knees, 
took prodigiou'^ frrides : but our men had tlie H^t of him 
half a league, audi the lea thereabouts being full of 
iharp* pointed rocks, the raonfter was not able to overtj 
the boat. Thh 1 was afterwards told, for 1 durft 
llay to fee tlie iifue of the adventure; but ran as f 
J could the way I £ril went^ and then climbed up a 
hill, which give me fome profj^ectl: of the country, 
found it fiilly cultivated ; but tliat which irit furpi 
me was the length of thegrafs. which, in thofe groi 
chat feemed to be kept for hay, was about twenty feet 
high. 

J fell iuio a high road, for fo 1 took k to be, tbo* 
it ferved to the inhabkanifi only as a foot-path thrntMrh 
a field of b:u-ley» Here 1 walked on for fome tii. 
could fee little on citlicr fide, it being now near L 
and the^ corn ilfmg at leall forty feet. I was 
walking to tlie end of this field, which was fei 
with a hcdce of at leail one hundred and twenty 
high, and tiic trees fo lofty that I could make 
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* >iidc. There was allile T. " ni 

T li Had four ffeps, asi n^ 

•I oft. it wa:. im- 

.i'.^ every it<rp ^as 

V, and liie upper llonf^ above twefity. I was 

iig to rind Tome gap in the hcJge, when I dif- 

I utie of the inhabiutits in ilie nc:)vt field ad van- 

r J t the flik, of the fame fixe with him whom I 

it^ our boiit. He appeared as ull as 

."pJe> and took about ten yards at 

idr, as ueaf as 1 coald guefa. I was Rruck with 

nr)^ fear ;ind aHonifhment, .<ind ran to hide myfcif 

, from whence 1 faw him at the top of the 

f^^ck iTitQ the next field on th*: right hand, 

■ ail in a voice many degrees loader thsa 

^" * hvit the norfe wa* fu high in the arrg. 

1y tiiought it was thunder* Wliere- 

, lilcf himfeir, came towardi^ hini 

111 thtfir hands, ^ each hook aboat the 

c3, 'Ihtft people were not fo %vell 

-c frrvsmts or !aboi)Fcrs they feemed 

Mi]3 he fpoke, rliey went to reap 

i lay, I kept from them at as 

. AS I could, but was forced to move with 

'71 (or the ilalks of the corn were fume* 

a. foot diiUnt, (a that 1 could hardlv 

ttf frvixt them. HovvfVer I made a thiJt 

ne to a pan of the field vvhere 

y the ratn and wind. Here h 

for me to advance & liep; for the ftalks 

en that 1 could not creep through, and 

'en ears Co tlrongf and pointed, that 

_'i my clrjuths into my fielli. At the 

i heard the ix-apci s nm iibove an hundred yards 

r^mfT qoite difpiritcd with foil, and whol- 

r and defpair, J by down between 

M,xi .^v.iitily wiihed J might there end my 

bcmonned my dcrolate widow, and fatherieft 

' 1 -- "^ -- - - ^- M ■ atid wilfiilncls in at- 

' the advice of all tny 

Ln^i rt.ain.ir:. in ' * ' • '" 1 I 

tQt Fcrbear iJtmkiri; x% 
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looked upon me as the greateft prodigy that ev^appsar- 
ed in the world : where I was able to draw an imperial 
fleet in my hand, and perform thofe other aftioDS which 
will be recorded for ever in the chronicles of that em- 
pire, while poflerity fhall hardly believe them, altha' 
atcefled by millions. I refleded what a mortification it 
mull prove to me to appear as inconfiderable in this na- 
uon, as one Angle Lilliputian would be among us. But 
this I conceived was to be the leaft of my misfortuneft: 
for, as human creatures are obferved to be more iavage 
and cruel in proportion to their bulk, what could I ex- 
pert but to be a morfel in the mouth of the firft among 
thefe enormous barbarians, that fhould happen to feize me? 
Undonbtedly philofophers are in the right when they tell 
lu, that nothing is great or little otherwife than by com- 
parifon. It might have pleafed fortune to have let thelil- 
liputians find iome nation, where the people were as di- 
. minutive with refpedl to them, as they were to c^. And 
who knows but that even this prodigious race of oiortali 
might be equally overmatched in fome diitant part of the 
world, whereof we have yet no difcovery. 

Scared and confounded as I was, I could not forbear 
going on with thefe reiledtions, when one of the reapers 
approaching within ten yards of the ridge whero. 1 U^ 
made me apprehend that with the next lep I ihoidd.lw 
fquafhed to death under his foot, or cut in two with hie 
rcapiug-hook. And therefore, when he was again abont 
to move, I fcreamed as loud as fear could maki^ mt, 
Wliereupon the huge creature trod (hort^ lind,. looking 
round about under him for fome time, at lafl eipied me 
as I lay on the ground. He coniidered a while with die 
caution of one who endeavours to lay hold on a finall 
dangerous animal, in fuch a manner that it fhaU not be 
able either to fcratch or to bite him» as I myfelf have 
fometimes done with a weafel in England. At length be 
ventured to take me up behind by the middle between 
his fore-finger and thumb, and brought me within three 
yards of his eyes, that he mipht behold my fhape more 
perfef\ly. I guefled his meaning ; and my good fortane 
^ave me fo much prefence of mind, that J refolved not to 
firuggle in the leaft as he Yie\d me m vVvt 2i\ ^hove fixty 
f^et from the ground, alxW \ke pvtNovx^^ '^wx^t^Tw 
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ets^, far fear I jhoold flip through his fingers. All I ▼«*«• 
ed wa« to ntife mine eyes towards the fun, and piKe 
my haods together in a ruppUcating poUmc, And to fpcak 
Ibme words in ^n humble nielancholy tone, i'uiiahic m 
the condflion [ then waa in. For I apprehcndetl tvny mo* 
Oietit that he wottld dafh me agajjiil the ground, as we 
iifaaJly do any liltle hateful animal, which wt hnvc a 
mindlto deltroy *, But n>y good ftar would have it, that 
lie appeared pleafed witli my voice and gellurt^^, at>d he- 
un m look upoo me as a cufitifity^ much wo ode ring to 
e pronounce articoJate words, altho^ be could not 
' them*. In the m^an time I waa not able to 
groaniag and 0i^dding teans, and turnmg mf 
ad towiurd^ my fides j letttog him know, as wcU as £ 
uJd, how cruelly I was hurt by die preiTurc of hLs 
rhumb and finger. He feemed toapprahead my mean^ 
irrg ; for, lifting up the kp pet of his coat, he ptit me 
gently into it, and iinmediateJy ran along with tite to hia 
pydler, who was a fubLlantial farmerj and die £t[tie per- 
£mi I had fcril fern in the field. 

The farmer having (a^ 1 fuppofc by their talk) receiv- 
ed fujch an account Qt mc as hh kfyant coiild jjlve him, 
ce of a fin a! I itraAV^bout the fi2e of awalking- 
t here with lifted up the lappets of my coat ; 
11 ieems he thoyght to be fome kind of covering 
I at u re had <^iven me- He hltw mv hairs nfide to 
t^kt: a ben-; ■ ■" ' out 

vcf fe^ii in tlie jidd& &\ty litUc cfuiiuut itiac 

me ; he thcti plri-'-jd rne f?friv en fhr irruund 
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my hat, and made a low bow towards the farmer. I fell 
on my knees, and lifted ap my hands and eyes, and (poke 
feveral word? as loud as T could: I took a purfft oCgold 
out of my pocket, and humbly prefcnted it to him-. He 
received it on the palm of his hand, then applied it dofe 
to his eye to fee what it was, and afterwards turned k 
feveral time6 with the point of a pin (which he took out 
of his fleeve) but could make nodiing of it/ Whereupoa 
I made a fign that he fhould place his hand oathe ground. 
I then took the purfc, and opening it, poured all the gold 
into his palm. There were fix Spanifh pieces of four 
piftolcs each, befides twenty or thirty fmaller coins. I 
faw him wet the tip of his little finger upon his tongue^ 
and take up one of my largeft pieces, and then another, 
but he feem.ed to be wholly ignorant what they were. He 
made me a fign to put them again into my purie, and the 
purfe again into my pocket, which^ after offering it to 
him feveral times, J thought it bcft to do* 

The farmer by this time was convinced I muft be a 
rational creature. He fpoke often to me, but the (bund 
of his voice pierced my ears like that of a water-mill, yet 
his words were articulate enough. I'anfwercd as loud u 
I could in feveral languages, and he often laid his ear 
within two yards of me ; but all in vain, for we were 
wholly unintelligible to each other. He then fent his 
fervants to their work, and taking his handkerchief ont 
of his pocket, he doubled and ipread it on his left hand', 
which he placed flat on the ground with the palm- up- 
wards, making me a- fign to flep into it. as I could eafijy 
do, for it was not above a foot in thicknefs. J. thought 
it my part to. obey, and, for fear of falling, laid myielf 
at full length upon the handkerchief, with the remainder 
of which he lapped me up to the. head for fanher iecov 
rity, and in ^is manner carried me home to his houic; 
There he called his wife, arid (hewed me to her ; but {he 
(creamed and ran back, as women in England do at the 
fight of a toad or a fpider. However, when Ihe Bad a 
while feen my behaviour, and how well I obferved the 
figns her hufband made, fhe was Coon reconciled, and by 
degrees grew extremely tender cf me. 

Jt was about twelve at noon, and a fervant brought 
in dinner. It was ouly oue i^^^JCkV^ ^%&v cA xskc^x ($L<t 
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fbf die plain condition of an huibandman) in a difh of a^ 
bout four and twenty feet diameter. I'he company 
w^ the farmer and his wife, three children and an old 
giandmother : when they were fat down, the farmer pla- 
ced me at fbme dillance from him on the table, which was 
tliirtv feet higb from the floor. I was in a terrible fright, 
and Kept as far as I could from the edge for fear of falling. 
The wife minced a bit of meat, then crumbled fomc 
bread on a trencher, and placed it before me. I made 
ber a low bow, took out my knife and fork, and fell to 
eat, which gave them exceeding delight. The miftreft 
fcnt her maid for a fmall dram cup, which held about two 
gaUons, and filled it with drink ; J tock up the vefTet 
with much difiiculty in both hands, and in a- moil re- 
^edftl manner drank to her Ladylhlp's health, cxpref- 
£og the words as loud as J could in Engliih, which made 
the company laugh fo heartily, that I was almoft deafen- 
ed with the nbife. This liquor tailed like a fmall cyder, 
and was not unplcafant. Then the mafter made me a fign? 
to come to his trencher-fide ; but as T walked on tne 
table, being in great furprizc all the time, as the indul- 
gent reader will eafily conceive and excufe, I happened 
to ftumble againll a cruft, and fell flat on my face, but 
received no hurt. I got up immediately, and obferving 
tbc good people to be in much co.icern, I took my hat 
(w^ich I held under my arm out of good manners) and, 
waving it over my head, made three huzzas, to Ihew I had 
got no mifchief by my fall. But advancing forwards toward 
toy mafler (as I (hall henceforth call him) his youngeft 
fcn who iat next him, an arch boy of about ten years old, 
took me up by the legs, and held me fo high in the air, 
that I trembled every limb ; but his father fnatched me 
km him, and at the fame time gave him fuch a box on the 
left ear, as would have felled an European troop of horfe 
to the earth, ordering him to be taken from the table. 
Bat being afraid the boy might owe me a fpight, and 
wdl remembering' how milchievous all children among 
W natorally are to fparrows. rabbits, young kittens, and 
pappy-dogs, I fell on my knees, and pointing to the boy 
■ade my mafter to underlland, as well as I could, that I 
it&Ktd his fon might be pardoned. The father complied^ 
nd th« lad took his feat again ; whereupon I went to 
■ 7 \^\sw 
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him and kiffed his hand, which my mafter took, and 
made him ftroak me gently with it. 

In the midft of dinner, my mifbefs's favourite cat leapt 
into her lap. 1 heard a noife behind me like that of a 
dozen flocking weavers at work ; and turning my head» 
I found it proceeded from the purring of that animaly 
who feemed to be three times larger than an ox, as I 
computed by the view of her head, and one of her pawst 
while her miilrefs was feeding and flroaking her. The 
fiercenefs of this creature's countenance altogether diA 
compoied me ; tho' I flood at the '"further end of the 
table, above fifty feet off ; and altho* my miflrefs held 
her fad, for fear fhe might give a fpring, and (eize me ia 
her talons. But it happened there was no danger ; for 
the cat took not the leail notice of me, when my mafter 
placed me within three yards of her. And as I have 
been always told, and found true by experieace in n^ 
travels, that flying or difcovering fear before a fierce ani* 
mal is a certain way to make it purfue or attack you, fel 
refolved in this dangerous jun^ure to fhew no manner of 
concern. I walked with intrepidity five or fix times before 
the very head of the cat, and came within half a yard of 
her; whereupon fhe drew herfelf back, as if fhe wen 
more afraid of me : I had lefs apprehenAon concerning 
the dogs, whereof three or four came into the room, as 
it is ufual in farmers houfes ; one of which was a maflif 
equal in bulk to four elephants, and a greyhound fiuae- 
what taller than the mafliff, but not fo large. 

When dinner was almod done, the nur^ came in with 
a child of a year old in her arms, who immediately fpied 
me, and began a fquall that you might have heard £dm 
London-bridge to Chelfea, after the ufual oratory of in- 
fants, tOrget me for a play-thing.- The mother, out of 
pure indulgence, took me up, and put me towards the 
child, who prefently feized me by the middle, and got 
my head into his mouth, where I roared fo loud that the 
urchin was frighted, and let me drop, and I fhould inftl- 
libly have broke my neck, if the mother had not held 
her apron under me.. The mirfe to quiet her babe, made 
ufe of a rattle; which was a kind of hollow veflH flls^ 
with great ilones, and faCcetied by a cable to the diiM^ 
ivaifl: but all iu vain, ib that&it>N^ Wiai^.\j^ ^^H 
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face appealed flsiich fairei* ♦ind (moothcr 
kc4 cjn itie from the grourd* th*u^ i* d^tl ap- 
|vitw wbcu 1 took him up in my hmd ajxd 
I dof«^» whicJj be iionfcilmi was ai f- r -n^ 
(igbt* He faki he cotikl diiTOvet *» 

jn f liiat ibe ftivmps of roy bfafd wci 
r tban Ebe biiOles of a boar, aiid my t 
^opt>f f: .; ^ioyre altogether tiifagreeat^is : altJio' 
*t^ bef? 1 . ly for myfel£. that I aro ^is fdir as 

and coimtrjt and very little fa n 7b urn t 
!, On the other fide, dikmirftpg of 
, ii>4t Emperor's court, he ufcd to tell m^j 
tkks, a Ji 01 her ioq wKic a n>otith* n fhiril tn^ 
rte* nothing of which 1 wai abl^ to .'. 

t!ib rcfledion was obvious cnciigb; ^ 
Dulilijotforhviin kfl the? reader might la 

Iturcj* wffc aftuaily defoj:riH«J ; fni o 

lice TO fay , they aic » comely race o* people ; 
Pirln^ly the featvtics, of my mailer's cotnitenatioe^ 
wruc bur 3 Anccr^ when 1 be)v«i\4 V\m^tcim 
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the height of fixty feet, appeared very well propor- 
tioned. 

When dinner was done, my mailer went out to his 
labourers, and, as I could difcover by his voice and ge- 
fture, gave his wife a flrift charge to take care of me. I 
was very much tired, and difpofed to fleep, which my 
miflrcfs perceiving, fhe put me on her own bed, and co- 
vered me with a clean white handkerchief, but larger and 
coarfer than the main-fail of a man of war. 

I flept about two hours, and dreamed -l was at home 
with my wife and children, which aggravated my for- 
rows when I awaked, and found myfelf alone in a valb 
room, between two and three hundred feet wide, and a- 
bove two hundred high, lying in a bed twenty yard? 
wide. My miftrefs was gone about her houfhold-affairs, 
and had locked me in. The bed was eight yards from 
the Hoor. Some natural neceffities required me to get 
down; I durfl not prefume to call, and, if I had, it 
would have been in vain with fuch a voice as mine, at fo 
great a diftance as from the room where 1 lay to the 
Kitchen where the family kept. While I was under thefe 
circumftances, two rats crept up the curtains, and ran* 
fmelling backwards and forwards on the bed. One of 
^em came up almoft to my face, whereupon I rofe in a 
fright, and drew out my hanger to defend myfelf. Thcfe 
horrible animals had the boldnefs to attack me on both 
fides, and one of them held his fbre-feet at my collar ; 
but I had the good fortune to rip up his belly, before he 
could do me any mifchief. He fell down at my feet, and 
the other feeing the fate of his comrade made his efcape, 
but not without one good wound on the back, which I 
gave him as he fled, and made the blood run trickling 
from him. After this exploit I walked gently to and fro 
en the bed to recover my breath and lofs of fpirits. 
Thefe creatures were of the fize of a large madiff, but 
infinitely more nimble and fierce, fo that, if I had taken 
off my belt before I went to fleep, I muft have infallibly 
been torn to pieces and devoured. I meafured the tail 
of the dead rat, and found it to be two yards long, Vi^ant- 
ing an inch : but it went againft my flomach to drag the 
carcafG^ off die bed, where it lay flill bleeding ; I obier* 

ved. 
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rtl (t had yet foine lift% bur, wjtk a ftrong flaih crofi the 

cck; 1 llioroughly difpatched it. 

Soon after my miilrcf^ came into the room, who fee- 

Bg me *11 bloody ran ai>d took me up in her hand* I 

' Inlcd to the dead rat, rmiling,^and making other figns 

^b ihew 1 was not hurt, whereat /lie was extremely re* 

joiced, caliing the maid to take up the dead r;it with a 

pair of tongs, and throw it out of tlie window. Thco 

ftie fct me on a table, where I fhewed her my hanger oil 

'loody, smi, wiping k on the hppct of my coat* return* 

1 il to the fcabbard* 1 waj prefTed to do more ihm one 

bmg, v*hich another could not do for me, and there fore 

ndcavourcd to make my miilrers und erftAnd tJiat J Je/j- 

ed ti> be fet down on the floor i which after Ihc had 

piic, my ba^hfulnefi would not fu/Fer me to exprefs my- 

her> than by pointing to the door^ and bowing fe- 

»me«- The good woman, with much difficolty» 

1 what I would be at, and taking me up 

ivd, walked mto the garden* where fhc fc| 

^fu 1 weitt on one fide about two hundred yards* 

[>n:n^ to her not to look or to follow mei J hid 

> of forrd, and there difcharged 

J li ntle leader will exc^Ce me for d welling on 

tfi r- narticuiars, which, howevef iiiilgnifi- 

■ to grovelling vulgar minds, yet will - 

.. ^ ..^jfopher to enlarge hh thoughts and 

ition, and apply them to the b«;neiTt of ptiblic a3 

,;, .«^ life, which was my folc deiign in pre- 

d other accouiiis of my travtb to the 

a 1 have been ckielly ftudious of truth, 

l; any ornaments of learning or of flyle, 

ic icene of thiii voyage made fo llrong an im- 

my mind, and ii fo deeply fixed in my me- 

itring it to paper 1 did not omit one 

-: bo wrv^r, upon a ibi^i review, I 

nt which were in 

I as tedious and 

|i:rw;u| u&VCllQii? ^C viiiCUi yuhsip8 UOt WJthoUt 

lisfed* 
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CHAP. 11. 

A defaiption of the farmer i daughter, Yhe author carried 
to a fnariet'tonvn, and then to the metropolis , The 
particulart of bis journey^ 

MY miflreis had a daughter of nine years old, a child 
of towardly parts for her age, very dextrous at 
her needle, and fkilful in dreffing; her baby. Her mother 
and flie contrived to fit up the baby's cradle for me againft 
night : the cradle was put into a fmall drawer of a cabinet, 
and the drawer placed upon a hanging (helf for fear of 
the rats. This was my bed all the time I (laid with 
thofe people, tho' made more convenient by degrees, as 
I began to learn their language, and* make my wants 
known. This young girl was fo handy, that, after I had 
once or twice pulled off my cloarfis before her, flie was 
able to drefs and undrefs me, tho' I never gave her that 
trouble, when (he would let me do either myfelf. She 
made me feven (hirts, and fome other linen, of as fine 
cloth as could be got, which fndeed was coarfer than 
facfccloth ; and thefe Ihe conftantly waftied for me with 
her own hands. She was likewife my fchool-mifh-efs to 
teach me the language : when I pointed to any thing, (he 
. told me the name of it in her own tongue, fo that in a 
V** few days I was able to call for whatever 1 had a mind to- 
She was very good-natured, and not above forty feet 
high, being little for her age. She gave me the name of 
Grildrigft' which the family took up, and afterwards the 
whple kingdom. The word imports what the Latins call 
nimunculusj the Italians homuncelefino, and the Englifh 
fnannikift. To her I chicfiy owe my prefervation in that 
country : we ne\'er parted while I was there ; I called 
her my Glumdalclitch or little nurfe; and flioold be- 
guilty of great ingratitude, if I omitted this honourable 
mention of her care and afFeflion towards me, which I 
heartily wi(h it lay in my power to requite as (he deferves, 
inftead of being the innocent but unhappy inHrument of 
her difgrace, as 1 have too much reafon to fear. 

It 
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It now began to be known atid talked of in the oeigh- 
hourhood, tliat my miiiler had found a rtrange animal in 
the Held, about the biMiefs of a //^/-ar^^frfjf, but o^aiSly: 
fhaprd ifl every part like a hiiman creature; which it 
h: imitated iti all m adioni ; feemed to tpeak in a 
.imaage of its own, had already learned rcveral 
^Lpords oftbeirs, went creft upon iwo legs, was came arid 
l^Kitlc, would come when it was called, do whatever it 
wai bid, had die fineil limbs in the world* and a com- 
plexion fairer than a nobleman's daughter of three yeara 
old. Another far me r^ who lived liar J by, and was a 

fticular friend of my maikt^ came on a vifit on pnr- 
e t<] iitquire into the truth of this ftory* I was im*- 
djateiy produced^ and placed upon a table* wher« I 
Iked as I was commanded, drew my hanger, put Jt up 
in* made my reverence to my major's gueft, aike»^ ^^ ">i 
11^ own language how he did, and told him ]i: 
come, jtiilas my iJttlcnorfe bail initruded me- . ^■^^ 
Oian, who was old and dim- fig h ted, put on his fpc<*iiide3 
to behold me better, at which 1 could not forbt-ar Ir ^ 
ing very heartily, for bis eyes app?-iired like the full 
fliitiing into a chamber at two windows. Our p. ' i 

difcovcred the caufe of my mirth, bore me «: >i 

ar which the old fellow was fool enough Lo be 
nd out of countenance* He bad the chamber of 
I mifer, and, to my mbfortucc, iie well deferved it 
: curfed ad rice he gave my mailer, to fhew me m 
% fight upon a market-day in the next town, which was 
half an hoyr's riding, about two and twcntv mWcr. from 
houfe* I guctfcd there was fome mik ;y. 

Hen I obfcrved my mailer and bis fj — <^ 

J together, fomctimcs pointing at me ; and my fcari 
ie me f^ncy that 1 o%'cr heard and underftood fome of 
kir word^. But the next morning Glutndalchtch* my 
|lr- 11,15 fr* fi»l<l xnc the whole m»ttcrt whtr^ n^-- ^qd 
1 out from her mother. Ti *! 

bofom, ar^d fdl a wreping i! 

and g r lef* She ap prcl i e n ded fo tn c m ifc h i c f w o a 

K..,* ...... .., J, .„!..._ ftjlks^ who might : -.^ 

rny limbs by taking ir 

nn'. :jn: n:'. ^ how tnodcH 1 Tvai sn rny 
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indignity I fhould conceive it to be expofed for money 
as a public fpe£lacie to the meanefl of the people. She 
iaid, her fnpa and' mama had promifed that Grildrig 
iliould be hers, .but now fhe found they meant to ferve 
her as they did ' laft year, when they pretended to give 
her a Iamb, and yet, as foon as it was fat, (old it to a 
butcher. For my own part, I may truly affirm, that I 
was lefs concerned than my nurfe. I had a ftrong hope, 
which never left me, that 1 fhould one day recover my li- 
berty; and as to the ignominy of being carried about for 
2. monfter, I confidered myfelf to be a perfeft ftranger in 
the country, and that fuch a misfortune could never be 
charged upon me as a reproach, if ever I fhould return 
to Kngland ; fincc the King of Great-Britain himfelf, in 
my condition, muft have undergone the fame diftreis. 

My mailer, purfuant to the advice of his friend, car- 
ried me in a box the next market-day to the neighbour- 
ing town, and took along with him his little daughter, 
my nurfe, upon a pillion behind him. The box was dofe 
on every fide, with a little door for me to go in and out^ 
and a few gimlet-holes to let in air. The girl had been 
fo careful as to put the quilt of her baby's bed into it 
for me to lie down on. However I was terribly fhaken 
and difcompofed in this journey, tho' it were but of half 
an hour. For the horfe went about forty feet at every 
ftep, and trotted fo high, that the agitation was equd 
to the rifing and falling of a fhip in a great dorm, 
but much more frequent: our journey was fomewhat far- 
ther than from London to St Alban's. My mafter alight- 
ed at an inn which he ufcd to frequent ; and after con- 
fulting a while with the inn-kccpcr, and making (bme 
necerfary preparations, he hired the grultrud or crier to 
give notice thro' the town of a ftrange creature to be 
feen at the fign of the Green Eagle, not fo big as a fplack- 
tiuk (an animal in that country very finely fhaped, about 
fix feet long) and in every part of the body refembling an 
human creature, could fpeak feveral words, and perform 
an hundred diverting tricks. 

I was placed upon a table in the largeft room of the 

inn, v;\\\c\i might l)e near three hundred feet fquare. My 

Uttle nurfe llood on alow ^VooV do^e \o xJ^^ xafc>k to take 

caxe ofmc, and dircd wViall ^q>A^ ^Q« "^"^ xsi"a.^\ftx^\ft 
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avdd a croud, would fufFer only thirty people at a time 
to fee me. I walked about on the table as the girl com- 
Bandcd : (he afked me queilions, as far as Ihe knew my 
nnderftanding of the language reached, and I anfwcrci 
them as loud as I could. I turned about feveral times to 
the company, paid my humble rcfpefts, faid they were 
wdcoine, and uled fome other fpeeches I had been taught. 
I took up a thimble filled with liquor, which Glumdal- 
ditch had given me for a cup, and drank their health* 
T drew out my hanger, and flourifhed with it after the 
aannci of fencers in England. My nurfe gave me part 
of aftraw, which I exercifcd as a pike, having learned the 
art m my youth. I was that day (hewn to twelve fetts of 
company, and as often forced to adl over again the fame 
Appcries, till I was half dead witbwcarinefs andveAati- 
•n. For thofe who had feen me made fuch wonderful 
nports, that the people were ready to break down the 
wors to come in My mafter, for his own intereft, would 
Botfuffer any one to touch me except my nurfe; and 
to prevent danger, benches were fet round the table ar 
fah a dillance as to put me out of every body's reach. 
However, an unlucky fchool-boy aimed a hazel-nut di- 
wffly at my head, which very narrowly miffed me ; o- 
Aerwife, it came with fo much violence that it would 
haw infallibly knocked out my brains, for it was almoll 
M large as a fmall pumpion : but I had -the iatisfactiou 
to fee the young rogue well beaten, and turned out of 
the room.. 

My mafter gave public notice, that he would (hew me 
.»gain-the next market-day, and in the mean time he pre- 
pareel a more convenient vehicle for nte, which he had rea- 
xm enough to. do ; for I was fo tired with my firft jour* 
■cy, ani wrtL entertaining company for eight hours to- 
pthcr, that I could hardly (bnd upon my legs, or 
ipcak a word. It was at leaft three days before I reco- 
wred my ilrength ; and that I might have no reft at 
home, ail the neighbouring gentlemen from an hundred 
toiles round, hearing of my lime, came to fee me at my 
nailer's own houfe. There could not be fewer thoii 
thirty perfons with their wives and children (for the 
couotry is very populous;) and my mafter demanded the 
fite oC a fall iooii|i>whenever he (hewed me at^ Koi:cv£, 

v: '^ H a ?i\£s^^r 
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althp' it were only to a fingle family : fo that for feme 
time I had bat little eafe every day of the week (except 
Wednefday, which is their Sabbath) altho' I were not 
canied to the town. 

My mailer, finding how profitable I was like to be, 
lefolved to carry me to the moil confiderable cities of 
the kingdom. Having therefore provided himfelf with all 
things nccefiary for a long journey, and fettled his af- 
fairs at home, he took leave of his wife, and upon the 
17th of Auguil 1703, about two months after my arrival, 
we fet out ror the metropolis, fituated near the middle of 
that empire, and about three thonfand miles diilance 
from our houfe : my mailer made his daughter Glumdal- 
clitch ride behind him. She carried me on her lap in a 
box tied about her waid The girl had lined it on all 
iides with the fofteil cloth fhe could get, well quilted an- 
derneath, fumiihed it with her baby's bed, provided me 
with linen and other neceflaries, and made every thing 
as convenient as ihe could. We had no other company bat 
a boy of the houfe, who rode after us with the luggage. 

My mailer's deilgn was to fhew me in all the towns oy 
the way, and to ilep out of the road for fifty or an hun- 
dred miles, to any village, or perfon of quality's houfe, 
where he might expedl cuflom. We made eafy joumies 
of not above feven or eight Icore miles a day : for Glum- 
dalclitch, on purpofe to fpare me, complained fhe wu 
tired widi the trotting of the horfe. She often took me 
. out of my box at my own defire to give me air, and fhew 
me the country, but always held me fail by a leading- 
ftring. We pafled over Eve or fix rivers many degrees 
broader and deeper than the Nile, or the Ganges ; an4 
there was hardly a rivulet fo fmall as the Thames at 
London-bridge. We were ten weeks in our journey, 
and I was ihewn in eighteen large towns, befides many 
villages and private families. 

On the 26th day of Odl<5ber, we arrived at the metro- 
polis, called in tlieir language Lordbrulgrud, or Pride of 
the Univerfc. My maftcr took a lodging in the principal 
(Ireet of the city, rot far from the royal palace, and put 
oat bills in the ufual form, containing an exadl defcripti- 
on of my perfon and parts. H*i \v«cd. ?L\2j[^e \ca\&. V«- 
tivecn three and fomliuxxdreAfcc^^^^^- "ft^-^iw^^^^ 
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bk fixiy feet m ^Iitmeicr. upon which 1 was to al 
pan* anti p;ilIiC%dcH'd it roiani! three ftxt trocn the < 
nd as iTi ' 'i, to prcvctit my Tv!' r. 1' 

ttcwntt-i. lay, to the wonticr Jiflton of 

il peopk* I could now fpeak the tderabl^ 

will and perfeQljr underHood every \. . . i was fpo- 
cen to me. BeiideSj I Imd learn rd thtif alphabet, and.' 
could make a. fhift to explaiti sl fentcrsce here stnd there ij 
'or GlumdaJdJtdi had been my inihiiilor vvHile we%vera^ 
lifimr, and at leifure hours during onr joyrtiey. islic 
Iftde book in her pocket, not much larger than-a 
i Adas; it was a conuoon treaiifa tor the ula^ 
Dfy , giving a Iho It account of their religion ji 

mi .1 . . j; taught IDG my letter^, 2nd Interpreted theJ 
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Th ii.v''— -■?• /or fit t&urf, Th& ^tift huyt him tf his* 
»• .'iWifr, Aftd priftftU him t& tkc Kiit^. He 

mint «•* t^tnrt frumMd fir ik< author'. He 1/ in high 
/k^^itr ivJt^j fie ^cfft. He jlundi up f^r tht i/omur ^ 
hit ^^m auMity, Hij quarnii ^t;ith ihi ^£eni d'warf* 



TH E frecjuent labours I underwent every day, 
_ made in few weeks a very confiderabk chaR|:e in 

•V hr'?lt^ the more my tn idler got by me, thir more m- 
' , J had quite toll my flomach, and was 
to a Ikelcton- The fcmcr obfervcd it, 
X I mull ftjon die, reibtved to make a* 
mr as he could. While he was thus rea- 
with hcmfclf, %/&tih'(i!^ or gentle* 
m cottit, commanding my mailtrto 
y ihither for the divcrfion of the 
Some of rhe latter had already 
rrcd n range things of my beauty, 
V. HerMajdty, and thofewho 
,,d raealure deiightcd with my 
knees, and begted the honour 
I ; but ihi gr^Iows Fxjnrefs 
5 VOki. 



tceu to ice me. 
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held out Tier little fmgcr towards me (after I was fet on a 
table) which I embraced in both my arms, and put tke 
^ r 4*0 of it with the utmoll ^c^pe^^ to my lip. She made mc 
- ■ feme general qucRions about my country, and my travels, 
which i anffvered as diftin^lly, and in as few words as I 
could. She afked, whether J would be content to live at 
court. 1 bowed down to the board of the table, and 
humbly anfwered that I was my mailer's flave ;. but if I 
were at my own difpofal, I fhould be proud to devote my 
life to hier Majefty's fervice. She then afked my mailer, 
whcthf.r he were willing to fell me at a good price. He, 
who apprehended I could not live a month, was ready t- 
nougli to part with me, and demanded a thoufand pieces 
of gold which were ordered him on the fpot, each piece 
being about the bignefs of eight hundred moydores ; but, 
allowing for the proportion of all things between that 
country and Europe, and the high price of gold amoi.« 
them, was hardly &t great a fum as a thoufand guineas 
would be in England J then faid to the Queen, fince I 
was now her Majefly's moil humble creature and vaflal, 
1 muft beg the favour, that Glumdalclitch, who bad al- 
ways tended me with fo much care and kindnefs, and 
underftood to do it fo well, might be admitted into her 
il*rv'ice, and continue to be my nurfe and iuft/uftor. Her 
Majcfly agreed to my petition, and eafily got the farm- 
er's coiifent, who was glad enough to have his daughter 
preferred at court, and the poor girl herielf was not able 
to hide hor joy : my late mafter withdrew, bidding mc 
farewel, and ikying he had left me in a good fervice; 
to which I replied not a word, only making him a flight 
bow. 

The Queen obfci'ved-my coldnefs, and, when the 
farmer was gone out of the apartment, alked me the 
reafon. I made bold to tell her Majefty, that I owed no 
other obligation to vny late mafter, than his not dafliing 
out the brains of a poor harralefs creature found by 
chance in his field ; which obligation was amply recom-- 
penied by the gain he had made in fhewing me thro* 
half the kingdom, and the price he had now fold me for. 
That the life f had iince led, was laborious enough to 
AiJi an animal of ten times my ftrength. That my health 
was much impaired by iUe <:oivUiv^ ^i\x^^«trj ^S. fii^vcv I 
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taming the rabUe every hour of the Jay, and that, if my 
nailer had not thought my life in danger, her M a jelly 
would not have got to cheap a bargain. But, as 1 was' 
out of all fear of being ill treated- under the protedion 
rf fo great and good an Emprefs, the ornament of na- 
tare, the darling of the world, the delight of lier fub- 
jcdls, the phcenix of. the creation ; fo, I hoptd my late 
»after*s apprehenfions would appear to be ground lefs ; 
for I already found my fpirits to revive by tha influence 
rfher moll auguft prefence- 

- This was the fum of my fpeech, delivered with gre-Jt 
improprieties and hefitation ; the latter part vva» altoge- 
4cr framed in the ftyle peculiar to that people, whereof 
I^ leaned fome phrafes from Glumdalclitch, while ihe 
was carrying me to court. 

The Queen, giving great allowance for my defeflivc- 
■cfs in fpeaking, was however furprifcd at fo much wit 
ind good fenfe in fO' diminutive an animal. She took me 
in her own hand, and carried me to the King, who was 
4cn retired to his cabinet. His Majelly, a Prince of much 
gravity and auftcre countenance, not well obfcrving my 
ihapc at firft view, afked the Queen after a cold man- 
Wfj how long it was fmce ihe grew fond of SLjp/mhmf^; 
fer fiich it feems he took me to be, as 1 lay upon my 
bread in her Majeily's right hand. But this Princcfs, 
wio hath an infinite deal of wit and humour, fet me 
gently oil my feet upon the fcrutore, and commanded mc 
to give his Majcfly an account of myfelf, which I did in 
> very few words ; and Glumdalclitch, who attended at 
the cabinet door, and could not endure I fhould be out of 
W fight, being admitted, confirmed all that had pafTed 
fiom my arrival at her father's houfe. 

The King, altho' he be as learned a perfon as any 
in his dominions, had been educated in the Hudy of phi- 
Wbphy, a«d particularly mathematics ; yetwhen he ol> 
fcved my (hape exactly, and faw me walk ere6l, before 
I began to fpeak, conceived I might be a piece of clock- 
work (which is in that country arrived to a very great 
peifeftion) contrived by fome ingenious artift. But when 
ke heard my voice, and found what I delivered to be t^« 
Ijlar and rational, he could not conceal \\\s ^^oxvv^TCv^tsX* 
& was by no means fatisfied with l\vt xd^UQ^V ^»n.^ 
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him of the manner I came into his kingdom , bat thought 
it a (lory concerted between Glumdalclitch and her fa- 
ther, who had taught me a fett of words to make me ieli 
at a better price. Upon this imagination he put feveral 
other queftions to me, and ilill received rational anfwersy. 
no othcrwife defe£live than by a foreign accent^ and an 
imperfedl knowledge in the language, with ft)me ruftic 
phraies, which I hnd learned at the farmer's houie, and 
did not fuit the polite flyle of a court. 

Hi s Majefty fent for three great fcHolars, who were then- 
in their weekly waiting according to the cuftom in that 
country. Thefe gentlemen, after they had a while exa- 
mined my (hape with much nicety, were of different opi- 
nions concerning me. They all agreed, that 1 could not 
be produced according to the regular laws of nature, be- 
caufe I was not framed with a capacity of preferring my 
life either by fwiftnefs, or climbing of trees, or digging 
holes in the earth. They obferved by my teeth, whicS- 
they viewed with great exadtnefs, that I was a carnivo- 
rous animal ; yet mod quadrupeds being an overmatch for 
me, and field-mice with fome others too nimble, thcjf 
could not imagine how I ihould be able to fuppon my-^ 
iblf, unlefs J fed upon fnails and other infe6ls> which 
they offered, by many learned arguments,, to evince that 
I could not poffibly do*. One of thefe virtuofi feemed to 
think that 1 might be an embryo, or abortive birth. But 
this opinion was rejedled by the other two, who obferved 
my limbs to be perfect and finifhed, and that I had lived 
feveral years, as it was manifefl from my beard, the 
flumps whereof they plainly difcovered thro* a maenify- 
ing-glafs. They would not allow me to be a dwarf, be- 
caufe my little nefs was beyond all degrees of compari- 
fon ; for the Queen's favourite dwarf, the fmalleil ever 
known in that kingdom, was near thirty feet high. After 
much debate they concluded unanimoufly, that! was on* 

if 

* By tBis rcafbning the author probably intended to ndicol^ 
the pride of thofe philofbphers, who have thought fit to arraign 
the uifJom of Providence In the creation and government of tM 
world; whofe cafils ave fpcclous» like thofe of the Brobdineoa-- 

jf/an f^ges, only in proportion lo the \|fiQtuvcc cE ^^oStXtt^bom 

ibcy arc propofcd, Jtia-wkef. 
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ly fiip/ttm fcaicatk, which 14 interpreted literally lufmi 
tmfurtei a dc term I nation exactly agreeable to the too - 
dcrn philofophy of Europe* whoTe profeifors ciiftlaimng 
fh^ old evajjon of ^auh mnftii whereby the followers 
of AriRotle endeavoured m vajn to dirg;iiire their igno- 
^rtocc, have invented this wonderfiil folotion of aJl 2ifii* 
% to the uiiQjeakable advancement of haman know* 

ApTfJi this dedfive conclufioQ I intr^ated to be h<;ard 

word ci two. I applied myfdf to the King, and alToied 

ifi Majf fly that I came from a country, which abounded 

bith fevcral miJlions of both fexes and €f my own Hature i 

[fhcre the animals^ trees, and houfes were all In propof* 

r»nr{ where by confeqnence 1 might be as able to de- 

'G and to find fti lie nances as any of his MajcHy'a 

siti:p.^ ould do here J whkh J took for a full anfwer to 

Igentlcmrns arguments* To this they only replied, 

fmile of coiitempt, faying^ that the farmer had in- 

ludkd me very well in my lellbn*. The King, t^ ho had 

auch better ujider flan ding, difmiffiDg hi& learned tnen, 

Vil for the farmer* who by good fortanc wa^ not yet 

.'^ wn t having therefore Erft exaciined him 

K en CO nfro n ted hi m wi th mc and t he young 

lU ius njajcity begaa to think that what we told him 

light poflibi) be true. He defired the Queen 10 order 

: a partictiiaj' care fhould be taken of me, and was of 

pinion, th^t GluindaklJich fhould fliU continue in her 

t^ roe ; becanfe he obfervcd we had a great 

ich other. A convcnknt apartment was 

provided tof htr as coart ; Hie had a fort of covemefs 

p pointed m take care of her education 1 a matd to df«j5 

r, aitd two other fervaiils for menial offices 1 but the 

fC of roe was wholly appropriated to herfetf* The 

Qge;:; I Jed her own cabinet-maker to contrive a 

hf^s. - (^ rvr me for a bed -chamber, after the 

1- h and r fhould agree u^tk. This 

' ^ .i. y.. L.,E^w*,.^usariii!, and according to my di- 

rc£)tkkc»$ 



' jgah/f 4II who tt]t€i thtitc ftOt f^ 

„, --:.„i.. J, li.,:;, ^itfcuiltit, norwidi Han ding the abfur* 
gf rtjc^e^ ihc tcftimt>»y %jr \ihtvli il»ry are Cu^^ort'^^. 
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Tfa^^miE&er^&ftjKB of tlici 
fsitfr iiriiiilfa^ ^ Pedn, wmd portfy tlic 

COttU sal dine vMbnst sie. I kad a tab&e 

lie fine It wkkh htf Ma^dhr esc; loft m her kfci 

1^ fioor »esr lay tsbJev to s^laard cxke C3?r rf i 
b^ «ii CDCxrr fet cf filTcrdtftes sad plar- 
cdEriet, wbidi ill proportBOii m thofe of 1 
not much bigger tkao wlur I Kaine Aco in a XawcIoii I 
fl«Tp. f^r the firmimrff of a bsbv hocfc: ihdc i 
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t and a rr 




m. TO BROBDINGNAG. 97 

'; and her diveriion was to fee me eat in miniature. 
ie Queen (who had indeed but a weak ilomach) 
p, at one mouthful, as much as a dozen Englifh 
s could eat at a meal, which to me was for ^me 
very naufeous fight*. She would craunch the 
if a lark, bones and all, between her teeth, altho' 
i nine times as large as chat of a full grown turkey; 
I a bit of bread in her mouth, as big as two 
-penny loaves. She drank out of a golden cup, 
a hogihead at a draught. Her knives were twice 
I as a fcythe, fet ftrait upon the handle. The 
, forks, and other infbruments, were all in the 
soportion. I remember, when Glumdalclitch car- 
ic out of curiofity to fee fome of the tables at court, 
ten or a dozen of thefe enormous knives and forks 
fted up together, I thought I had never till then 
{o terrible a fight. 

J the cuftom, that every Wednefday (which, as I 
lefore obferved, is their Sabbath) the King and 
, with the royal iflue of both fexes, dine together 
apartment of his Majefty, to whom I was now be- 
i great favourite ; and at thefe times my little chair 
3le were placed at his left hand before one of the 
lars. This Prince took a pleafure in converfing 
le, inquiring into the manners, religion, laws, go- 
ent, and learning of Europe ; wherein I gave him 
I account I was able. His apprehenfion was fo clear^ 
5 judgment fo exad, that he made very wife reflec- 
tions 



Tong other dreatlful and (rifnufting images which cuftom 
dcrcd familiar, arc thofc which arife from eating animai 
He who has ever turned w ith abhorrence from the flccle- 
1 bead which has been picked whole by birds or vcr- 
uft confefs, thut habit only could have enabled him to 
the fight of the rsangled bones and flefh of a dead carcafc 
every day cover his table : and he who reflefts on the 
of lives that have been facrificcd to fiiftaln his own, 
nqiiire by what the account has been balanced, and whc- 
Itifc is become proportionably of more value, by the cxer- 
ai-tuc and piety, by the fuperior happinefs which he has 
licated to reafonable beings, and by the glory which his 
has afcribcd to God. Han'iref. 
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redlions in three weeks finifhed for me a wooden chamber 
of fixteen feet fquare, and twelve high, with faih-win- 
dows, a door, and two clofets, like a London bed-cham- 
ber. The board that made the cieling was to be lifted 
up and down by two hinges^ to put in a bed ready fu7- 
nifhed by her Majefty's upholflerer, which Glumdalclitch 
took out every day to air, made it with her own hand«, 
and letting it down at night, locked up the roof over 
me. A nice workman, who was famous for little curio- 
fities, undertook to make me two chairs, with backs and 
fe-ames, of a fubftance not unlike ivery, and two tables, 
with a cabinet to put my things in. The room «was 
quilted on all fides, as well as the floor and the cieling, to 
prevent any accident from the carelefnefs of thofe who 
carried me, and to break the force of a jolt when 1 went 
in a coach. I defired a lock for my door, to prevent nta 
and mice from coming in : the fmith, after feveraT at- 
tempts, made the fmallefl that ever was feen among them; 
for I have known a larger at the gate of a gentleman*) 
houfe in England. I made a fhift to keep the key in a 
pocket of my own, fearing Glumdalclitch might lofc it. 
The Queen likewife ordered the thinneil filks that could 
be gotten to make me cloaths, not much thicker than aa 
Englifh blanket, very cumberfome, till 1 was accuflomed 
to them. They were after the fafhion of the kingdoniy 
partly refembling the Perfian, and partly the Chinefei 
and are a very grave and decent habit. 

The Queen became fo fond of my company, that ihe 
could not dine without me. I had a table placed upon 
the fame at which her Majefly eat, jufl at her left elbow, 
and a chair to fit on. Glumdalclitch flood on a (loolcm 
the floor near my table, to affifl and take care of me. I 
had an entire fet of filver difhes and plates, and other ne* 
cefTaries, which in proportion to thofc of the Queen, wcxB 
not much bigger than what I have feen in a London toy^ 
fhop, for the furniture of a baby-houfe : thefe my little 
nurfe kept in her pocket in a filver-box, and gave me at, 
meals as I wanted them, always cleaning them herfelf. No 
perfon dined with the Queen but the two PrincefTes roy- 
al, the elder fixteen years old, and the younger at that 
t/me thirteen and a mont\\. Hcv "^i^tt^^ xife^xo ^\xi -31 \^ 
tffmeat upon one of my difties, owx. o^ ^\w\^\ c.^xNt$i^ 
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myfclf; and her diverfion was to Zee me eat in miniature. 
For the Queen (who had indeed but a weak ilomach) 
took up, at one mouthful, as much as a dozen Englifh 
fanners could eat at a meaU which to me was for wme 
time -a very naufeous fight*. She would craunch the 
wing of a lark, bones and all, between her teeth, altho' 
it were nine times as large as that of a full grown turkey; 
and put a bit of bread in her mouth, as big as two 
twelve-penny loaves. She drank out of a golden cup, 
above a hogihead at a draught. Her knives were twice 
as long as a fcythe, fet ilrait upon the handle. The 
fpoons, forks, and other inlbuments, were all in the 
iame proportion. I remember, when Glumdalclitch car- 
ried me out of curiofity to fee fome of the tables at court, 
where ten or a dozen of thefe enormous knives and forks 
were lifted up together, I thought I had never till then 
beheld fo terrible a fight. 

It is the cuftom, that every Wednefday (which, as I 
have before obferved, is their Sabbath) the King and 
Qneen, with the royal iflue of both fcxes, dine together 
w the apartment of his Majefty, to whom I was now be- 
come a great favourite ; and at thefe times my little chair 
and table were placed at his left hand before one of the 
felt-cellars. This Prince took a pleafure in converfing 
wiA me, inquiring into the manners, religion, laws, go- 
Tenunent, and learning of Europe ; wherein I gave him 
the bcft account I was able. His apprchenfion was fo clear^ 
*Bd his judgment fo exad, that he made very wife reflec- 
tions 



• Among other dreaJfuI and (lifanfting images which cuftom 
kis rendered familiar, arc thofc which urife from catintr animai 
ftod. He who has ever turned with abhorrence from tlic flcele- 
toi of a bead which has been picked whole by birds or ver- 
min, muft confefs, thut habit only could have enabled him to 
•odnre the fight of the naanglcd bones and flefh of a dead carcafc 
^rfiich every day cover his table : and he who refle<fts on the 
Maber of lives that have been facrificed to ftiftaln his own, 
ftorid ioquire by what the account has been balanced, and whc- 
^ his life is become proporticnably of more value, by the cxer- 
t*fc of ^i-tue and piety, by the fupcrior happinefs which he has 
ttninuDicated to reafbnablc beings, and by the glory which his 
Wdjtfl has afcribcd to GoS. Havkef, 
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tions and obfervadons upon all I faid. But I confefs, that 
after I had been a little too copious in talking of my owa 
beloved country, of our trade, and wars by fea and land, 
of our fchifms in religion, and parties in the flate ; the 
prejudices of his education prevailed fo far, that he could 
not forbear taking me up in his right hand, and flroaking 
me gently with the other, after an hearty £t of laughing, 
afked me whether I was a Whig or Tory ? Then turn- 
ing to his firfl minifler, who waited behind him with a 
white ftaff near as tall as the main-mafl of the Royal 
Sovereign, he Dbferved how contemptible a thing was 
human grandeur, which could be mimicked by fuch di- 
minutive infers as I : and yet, fays he, 1 dare engage, 
thefe creatures have their titles and diftin£Uon of honouri 
they contrive little neils and burrows, that they call 
houfes and cities ; they make a figure in drefs and equi- 
page ; they love, they fight, they difpute, they cheats 
they betray. And thus he continued on, while my colour 
came and went feveral times with indignation to hear 
our noble country, the miflrefs of arts and arms, die 
fcourge of France, the arbitrefs of Europe, the feat of vir- 
tue, piety, honour and truth, the pride and envy of die 
world, fo oontemptuoufly treated. 

But as I was not in a condition to refent injuries, fii 
upon mature thoughts I began to doubt whether I was 
injured or no. Fo/, after having been accuftomed feveral 
months to the fight and converfe of this people, and ob- 
ferved every objedl upon which I cafl mine eyes to be of 
proportionable magnitude, the horror I had at £rft con- 
ceived from their bulk and afpeft, was fo far worn off, 
that if I had then beheld a company of Englifh Lords and 
Ladies in their finery, and birth-day cloaths, adb'ng their 
feveral parts in the moft courtly manner of flrutting, and 
bowing, and prating ; to fay the truth, I fhould have been 
fb-ongly tempted to laugh as much at them, as the King 
and his grandees did at me. Neither indeed could I for- 
bear fmiling at myfelf, when the Queen ufed to place me 
upon her hand towards a looking-glafs, by which both our 
perfons appeared before me in full view together ; and 
there could nothing be more ridiculous than the com- 
parifon : fo tliat I really be^axv to \m^.^\\va mYfelf dwin- 
dled many degrees below m^ u^xx^^ia* 
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NoTitfNO angered atid mortified cue fo mmh sm ike 

* ' '' ^ ' ' ; '^ of the loweft Mature that wm 

I verily ihbk he wzs not fall 

,; DS'came fo jtifHem at ledfig a creature 
;li li!m> th:it be would always affei^t to 
;il1 look big as he paRcd bjf me in ^" ' ;i '« 
! )cr, while! was EiMOingon fome i- v^ 

otds or Ladies of the Court, and he teldoui lail- 
:trt word or two ^pon my littletief* ^ agiir>tl 
only revenge rtiyfelf by calling him bra* 
g htin to wrciUc, and fuch lepartt^es a 
ai-e 11 mouths ofcsmt p^g^u One day, at din- 

nct, ti nus little cobb was fo nettled with fame- 

thiRg 1 had hid to him, that^ r^tiiing hJtnfeif upon the 
frame ofhti Majefty's ch^ir^ he took tue ap by the mid- 
dle, as I was ikting down* not thinking any hsrm, and 
let me drop into a large filver bowl of cream, and then 
f An away as fafl as he could^ I fell over head and ears, 
aodt if 1 had not been a good {wimm^r, it might have 
gone very hard with me i for Gkmdalclitch in thit in* 
l^«„» '^n^.^^^.r.A i^y \y^ j^| ^jjp Q^her cnd of th? ^--'"•' ^nd 
t in fuch a fright, that Jlie warJ Me 

: ^iuii me. But my httle nurfc ran lm h y jre- 
:ook mc ou^, after 1 h*id fwaUowcd above ft 
v: cresm* I was put to bed ; however I received 
damage than the lols of a Cult of d oath "i, which 
"tjf " •' 'I The dwarf was foundly whipped, 
ifhinent forced to drmk up the bowl 
of cre^^in, iPrio which he had thrown me ; neither wag he 
ever re^Wed to favour : for fonti after the Queen be* 
Lb' |i> that I iaw him 

' VK ; fer I could not 

I uch A ruaiiciuu.) urchiti might 

nt. 

V trick, which fet 

. iiic time 1^1- '.v'dA 

lid have im medial rj 

. r-rncroux as to inr-.:. vi^rf 

bone upon her plate, atid» 

■ . ■ ^v . plaCf d du' 1 1 '•>: ! r a o^ T« 
; the dv, ^ 

1 5vii/it^ 
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fide-board, mounted the ftool that fhe ftood on to take 
care of me at meals, took me up in both hands, and 
fqueefing my legs together, wedged them into the mar- 
row bone above my waift, where I ftuck for ibme time, 
and made a very ridiculous figure. I believe it was near 
a minute before any one knew what was become of mc: 
for I thought it below me to cry out. But, as princes 
feldom get their meat hot, my legs were not fcalded» on- 
ly my ftockings and breeches in a fad condition. The 
dwarf, at my entreaty, had no other puniihment than 
a found whipping. 

I was frequently rallied by the Queen upon account of 
my fearfulnefs ; and (lie ufed to afk me, whether the peo- 
ple of my country were as great cowards as myfelf? The 
occafion was this : the kingdom is much peflered with 
Hies in fummer, and thefe odious infedis, each of them as 
big as a Dunftable lark, hardly gave me any reft while I 
fat at dinner with their continual humming and buzzing 
about mine ears. Tlwy would fometimes alight upon my 
viftuals, and leave tneir loathfome excrement or (pawn 
behind, which to me was very vifible, tho* not to the 
natives of ihat country, whofe large optics were not (b 
acute as mine in viewing fmallerobjedls. Sometimes the/ 
would dx upon my nofe or fore-head, where they ftung 
me to the quick, fmelling very oiFenfively ; and I could 
eafily trace that viicous matter, which, our naturalifts 
tell us, enables thofe creatures to walk with their feet 
upwards upon a cieling. I had much ado to defend my- 
felf againft thefe deteftable animals, and could not for- 
bear ftarting when they came on my face. It was the 
common praftice of the dwarf to catch a number of diefc 
infecls in his hand, as fchool-boys do among us, and let 
them out fuddenly under my nofe, on purpofe to frighten 
roe, and divert the Queen. My remedy was to cut them 
in pieces with my knife, as they flew in the air, wherein 
my dexterity was much admired. 

J remember, one morning, when Glumdalclitch had fct 

me in my box upnn a window, as flie ufually did in fair 

days to give me air (for I duril not venture to let the 

box he hun^ on a nail out of the window, as we do with 

ca^es in England) af ler IWd Hied \x^ o\vt of xsvYfalhes, 

ajid fzt do\vn at my table to e^kX. a^^e^^oi ^^^t^^x^-AMt 
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Ear my breakfaft, above twenty wafps, allured by the 
hiell, came flying into the room, humming louder than 
the drones of as many bag-pipes. Some of them feized 
my cake, and carried it piece-meal away ; others flew a<- 
l>ont my head and face, confounding me with the noife, 
ind patting me in the utmofl terror of their (lings. How- 
ever, I had the courage to rife and draw my hanger, and 
ittack them in the air. I difpatched four of them, but 
die reft eot away, and I prefently fhut my window. 
Thcfe inieds were as large as partridges ; 1 took out 
their ftings, found them an inch and a half long, and as 
Iharp as needles. I carefully preferved them all, and 
havmg fince (hewn them with fome other curioiities in 
iereru parts of Europe, upon my return to England, I 
tsnre three of them to Grefliam College, and kept ths-' 
borth for my^f. 



CHAP. 
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Tii rowitry defcrlhed, A propo/al fir correSing modern- 
mafi: 7 be Kings palace ^ and fome accoum of the me- • 
trif^Ui* The author s lAjay of trafvclling. ^Ihe chief. 
ttmfk defer ibed. 

■' "/ 

I Now intend to give the reader- a fliort defcription of 
this country, as lar as I travelled in it, which was not 
above two thoufand miles round Lorbrulgrud, the me- 
tropolis. For the Queen, whom I always attended, never 
went ^ther when ihe accompanied the King in his 
progrefles,. and there ftaid till his Majefty retiurned from 
iiewing his frontiers. Tlie whole extent of this Prince'.i 
dominions reacheth about fix thoufand miles in length, 
>od from three to five in breadth. From whence I can- 
pot bat conclude^ that our Geographers of Europe are 
in a great error, by fuppofmg nothing but ita between 
Jiftn and California ; for.it was ever my opinion, that 
Aire mull be a balance of earth to counterpoife the great 
contioent of Tartary ; and therefore they ought to cor- 
«»& their . maps and charts by joining this vaft trad of 
jwd to the north- we/J psLtts of America, wVieieml ^^ 
9Lnady to lend them my a/Eflance. 
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Thb kingdom is a peninfula, terminated to the north- 
cad by a ridge of mountains thirty miles high, which are 
altogether impaifable by reafon of the volcanoes apon. 
the tops } neither do the moil learned know what fort 
of mort&ls inhabit beyond thoie mountains^ or whether 
they be inhabited at all. On the three other fidcrs it is 
bounded by the ocean. There is Bot one fea-port in the 
whole kingdom, and thole parts of the coafts into which 
the rivers liTue are io fall of pointed rocks, and the fca 
generally lb ro«gh> that there is no venturing with thtf 
Tmalleft of their boats ; fo that thefe people are whdiy 
excluded from any commerce with the reil of the world. 
But the large rivers are full of veifels, and abound with 
excellent fiHi; for they feldom get any from the fea, becanift 
the fea-£ih are of the fame ft^ with thofe in Enrc^ 
and confequently not worth catching ; whereby it is mt- 
nifefl, that nature in the produdlion of plants and animali 
of fo extraordinary a bulk is wholly confined to this ooBr 
tinent, of which I leave the reaibns to be determined by 
philofophers. However, now and then they take a whale 
that happens to be dafhed againft the rocks, which thi 
common people feed on heartily. The(e whales 1 have 
known fb. large that a man could hardly carry on^ upon hk 
ihoulders ; and fometimes for cunofity they are brought 
in hampers to Lorbrulgrud : I faw one of them in a difli 
at the King's table, which pafled for a raritv, but I did 
not obferve he was fond of it ; for I think indeed the 
bignefs difgufled him, altho' I have feen one fbmewha^ 
larger in Greenland. 

The country is well inh^iihtd, for it contains fifty one 
. cities, near an hundred walled towns, and a great number 
of villages. To fatisfy my curious reader, it may be 
i^lifficient to defcribe Lorbrulgrud. This dty (lands upon 
almoft two equal parts on each fide the river that pafles 
thro*. It contains above eighty thouiand houfes, and 
about fix hundred thouiand inhabitants. It is in length 
three giomglungs (which make about fifty four £ng&(h 
miles) and two and a half in breadth, as I meafured it 
myfelf in the royal map made by the King's ontafy which 
was laid on the ground on purpofe for me, and extended 
m^huiidrci feet ^ I paced tifit di^im^xti «xAdic^aniference 
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no re^lar edi^ce^ boi an henp 

I miks round : the chief rooms 

.'. i . jd and forty fret Ivrh, :ind broad 

III her go^f \ : *tik 

ta fee the town, or go among the ihops ; and I 

_^___ways of the paiiy, carried in my box ; altho' the 

"gfit at my awn defire would Dftea take mc out^ and hold 

me in her kind, that [ might moreconvemciufv view ihe 

Ittiuiei and the people, as wc palTcd along r^ £ 

^ OUT coach to be abfmt a fquweof \. — ...,.tcr- 

not altogether fo high : however I ctnnot bft 

One day the gtsvernefj ordered our coach- 

iop at feveral diopi, where the beggtirs watching 

tJpportiiniry, <:roaded ta the fidea of the CfMich^ lu^d 

me the mofi horrible fpciffades that ever an Euro- 

e beheld. There was a woman with a cancer 

eafl, fwelled to a monilrous fissc, fiiil of hold, 

or three of which I could have eafily crept, and 

Goyi*fed my whole body. There was a ieUow with a 

hia neck larger than five wool-pack*, and another 

couple of wooden kgs, each about twenty feet 

Bat the moll hatefd fight of ajl wa^ rtte fkc 

n^ f>n their cloaths. I codd fee diifinftJy the 

^ vermin with my naked eye, roQcli better 

*n European loufc thro* a microfcope, and 

fnotJts with which they rooted like fwine. They 

the f rfl" T had ever beb*ld, ^ml 1 ftiotild h&vc been 

b to diileft oncof theiHt if I had had pro- 

.tt (which I tmluckiiy left behind me tn the 

^0* indeed the fight was to Hftufeoui^ that it | 

ed my ilooaajch. 

^arg* h&x iti which I was uftially carrletl, 
Ac M^^v .. V .uCT^d 'A fmalier one :'-* K- ^*-,^a^ ir-.-n ^.^, ^^f »• 
wQf t^Arclve feec f*]yafe aad ten h fict 

fit hP,.^, »...-. 1 .. -jjif^ the other vja^. ».mul-. rge i 

lap, and CLimbcrfome i h $ ! 

f hme jtrtift^ whom L dnxcetx wi x^^t.] 
Thi» travelling dofci w^ itn ^%.^ 

i 1 
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and each window was latticed with iron wire on the outi 
fide to . re vent accidents in long journies. On the foarth 
adc, which had no window, two Strong flaples were fixed, 
thio' which the perfon that carried me, when 1 had a 
mind to be on hotfeback, put a leathern belt,, and buckled 
it about his wailt. This waa always the office of fbme 
grave trufly fervant in whom 1 could confide, whether I 
attended the King and Queen in their progrefTes, or 
were difpofed to fee the gardens, or pay a vifit to fomc 

treat lady or minifter of ftate in the court, when Glun> 
alclitch happened to be out of order : for 1 foon began 
to be known and eileemed among the greateft officers, I 
iuppcfe more upon account of their Majefly's favour than 
any merit of my own. In joarnies, when I was wearjr 
of the coach, a fervant onhorfeback would buckle on my 
box, and place it upon a cufhion before him : and then 
I had a full prolpedl of the country on three fides from 
my three windows. I had in this clofet a field-bed and a 
hammock hung from the cieling, two chairs and a tsible, ' 
neatly fcrewed to the floor, to prevent being toffed about 
by the agitation of the horfe or the coach. And having 
been long ufed to fea-voyages, thofe motions, altho^ 
fometimcs very violent, did not much difcompofe mc. 

Whenever. I had a mind to fee the town, it was al* 
ways in my travelling clofet, which Glumdalclitch held 
in her lap in a kind of open fedan, after the fafhion of 
the country, born by four men, and attended by two 
others in the Queen's livery. The people, who had often 
heard of me, were very curious to croud aboutthe fedan, 
and the girl was complaifant enough to make the bearers 
ftop, and to take me in her hand diat I might be more 
conveniently feen. 

I was very deiirous to fee the chief temple, and parti- 
cularly the tower belonging to it, which is reckoned the 
higheft in the kingdom. Accordingly one day my narfe 
carried me thither, but I may truly fay T came back diA 
appointed ; for the height is not above three thoufand 
feet, reckoning from the ground to the higheft pinnacle 
top; which, allowing for the difference between the fize 
ef thofc people and u& in. Europe, is no great matter for 
• Mmiratiott, nor at att cc\u2l\ \ii ^xo^tu^t^ ^S$ V T\^Ktlf 
icmember) to Salifbury fifie^^Ve. yiaX^itfi\.An ^tis^Ssm 
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a nation to which daring my life 1 (hall acknowledge 
myfelf extremely obliged, it mail be allowed, that what* 
ever this fomous tower wants in height is amply made 
op in beauty and Ib^ngth. For the walls are near an 
iwdred feetihick, built of hewn ftone, whereof each is* 
iboQt forty feet fquare, and adorned on all fides with 
llatues of gods and emperors, cut in marble, larger thaa 
Aelifc, placed in their feveral niches. I mcafured a little 
feger which had fallen down from one of thefe flatucs* 
ana lay unperceived among fome rubbilh, and found it. 
enfttyfour feet and an inch in length. Gkimdalclitch 
flapped it up in her handkerchief;- and carried it home 

iafo pocket to Iceep. among other trinkets, of which the- 
ffA was very fond, as children at her age ufually are. 

Tae King's kitchen is indeed a noble building, vaulted 
5^ top, and about fix hundred feet high. The great oven 
»not ib wide by ten paces as the cupola at St. PauPs ; 
fcl sieafured the latter on purpofe after my return. But 
iflihoald defcribe the -kitchen- grate, the prodigious pots- 
•ndkettles, the joints of meat turning on the fpits. witli- 
^y other particulars, perhaps I (hould be hardly bc- 
Jicvcd ; at leaft a fevere critic would be apt to think I 
•fllarged a little, as travellers are often fufpefted to do. 
Toavoid which ccnfure, I fear I have run too much into- 
Mother extream ; and that if this treatife (hould happen 
tobetranflated into the language of Brobdingnag, (which 
* the general name of that kingdom) and tranfmitted 
^thcr, the King and his people would have reafon to 
complain, that Lhad done them an- injiwy b)'^a falfe and 
^inunutive reprefentation. 

His Majcfty feldom keeps above- fix hundred horfes i» 
«« ftables ; they are generally from fifty four to fixty 
*ct high. But when he goes abroad on folemn days^ 
J« is attended for ftate by a militia guard of five hundred 
J<^e, which indeed I thought was the moft fplendid 
"git thdt could be ever beheld, till I faw part of his 
ymy in, battalia, whereof I fhall find another occafion ta 

CHAP.. 
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CHAP. V. 

Several adventures that happened to the author. Tbi 
execution of a criminal,. The uutbor fijews bis Jkill im 
navigation. 

I Should have lived happy enough in that countrVi- 
\i my littlenefs had not expofed me to feveral rioU 
culous and troublefome accidents : fome of which I ihall 
venture to relate. Glumdalclitch often carried me into- 
the gardens of the court in my fmaller box, and would 
fometimes take me out of it, and hold me in her hand,, or 
fet me down to walk. I remember before the dwrarf left 
the Queen, he followed us one day into thofe gardenip. 
and my nurfe having fet me down, he and 1 being dofe 
together, near fome dwarf apple-tfees, I muft Deed ihew 
my wit by a filly allufion between him and the trees, 
which happens to hold in their language, as it doth in. 
ours. Whereupon the malicious rogue watching his op- 
portunity, when I was walking uqder one of them, (hodt 
it directly over my head, by which a dozen apples, each 
of them near as large as a Briflol barrel, came tumUing 
about my ears ; one of them hit me on the back as I 
chanced to (loop, and knocked me down flat on my face;, 
but I received no other hurt, and the dwarf was pardon* 
ed at my defire, becaufe I had given the provocation. 

Anothbk. day Glumdalclitch left me on a fmooth grais- 
plot to divert myfelf, while (he walked at {oia^ diftaooe- 
with her governefs. In the mean time there fuddenly felk 
fuch a violent fhower of hail, that 1 was immediately by 
the force of it ftruck to the ground : and when I was 
down, the hail-ftcnes gave me fuch cruel bangs all over 
the body, as if i had been pelted with tennis-balls ; how- 
ever, I made a (hi ft to creep on all four,- and (helter my- 
fclf by lying Hat on ;ny face on the lee-fide of a border 
of lemon thyme, but fo bruifed from head to foot, that 
J. could not go abroad in ten days. Neither is this at ail- 
to be wondered at, becaufe nature in that country ob- 
ftnlv.r tic fame propovuoiv vVtcc? ^\v« o^tx^tioaa. » 
Jiail-iionc is near eightcta\i\iti^tt^\imt^^&VMt^^ ^ 
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^^uof e, wlikh J can afTcrt upon exptiitncCf hwwh 

r garden, wiien my imic ivi 
IW in a feciirr placc^ which I r 



.ed 10 me ifi the 

ited her todfl 

*iijiJ havii' 
canymg :: 



art ot (h^ gar4ci» with . ^&m& 

f her acqnaititiiiKDe. W . , sjtd 

eartfigt a fmaU white {|: * 

fgardtxicrfi, htving goi 

bpt0c4 to rafvge nt^ thtt pit^e whei e Hky ; llie 
ruritig the fcem . tAmi: dkeftly up, and Cilcing oit 
oih ran itrah to \m inaikrt waggtBg hb tail, and 
i gently on the groand. By good forfunc he had 
nib well caught, th&t l was carried between his teeth 
the leaft hurt, oi even tearing my cjonthi. Btil 
' gtrdener who knew me wrll, and had a great 
t for mej was in a terrible fright: lie gently took 
ti b{)Lb hk hands, and aiked m^ how I did ; but I 
Famazed and ciK of breath, thai I could not fpf ak 
mrd. In a few raiiiutea I came to myfeif, and be car* 
bil me fikft to my littla nurit, who by tbi^ time had se- 
ttled to the place where {he left me» and wai in cmel 
^nicA when 1 did not appear nor anfwer when (he call- 
; ihe feverely repfiinandcd the gardener on accooot 
Fliiadog* But the thing wa« huHied up, ' r 

BWfi ai court ; for the gitl wbm afraid of tl i 

IBferi and truly* as to myfelf, I thought it wouJU !rjat be 
ruiy repvitaEion that fch a flory flioald go abrnvr. 
IThis accident abfolutcly determined Gli! ^ •: 

tr to tTv\\ m^ nhrciad for Uic future out of ^ f 

llad be of ihiis rcfoitition, and iht > 

^<«ftlLl ,t little unlatky advtnturc ]^- 

;oie times wh<^n 1 was left by myfelf Oiice a 
;ng over the gardt-n, n\ade a flooj> at me, ;ind 
not refolutcly drawn my hjin|er, and run under a 
palier, he would have cermimy carried me away 
llon^* Another time walking to the top of a frelli 
iU, I fell to my neck in thehoK ihro' which that 
had calt up the c^rth^ and cowed (otm^ We. tssi^ 
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doaths. I likewife broke my right fhin againft the(h:Il 
ofafnall, which I happened to Humble over, as I -was. 
walking alone, and thinking on poor England. 

I cannot tell, whether I were more pleaied or mcntified 
to obferve in thofe folitary walks, that the fmaller birds 
did not appear to be at all afraid of me, but would hop 
about within a yard's diftance, looking for worms and 
other food with as much indifference and fecurity, as if 
no creature at all were near them. I remember, a thmfli 
had the confidence to fnatch out of my hand, with his bill, 
a piece of cake that Glumdalclitch had juft given me fbs 
my breakfafl. When I attempted to catch any of thefe 
birds, they would boldly turn againft me, endeavouring 
to pick my fingers, which I durit not venture within ch^ic 
reach ; and then they would hop back unconcerned to 
hunt for worms or fnails, as they did before. But one day 
I took a thick cudgel, and threw it with all my ftrengtb 
fi> luckily at a linnet, that 1 knocked him down, susd 
feizing him by the neck with both my hands, ran with 
him in triumph to my nurfe. However the bird, who had 
only been flunned, recovering himfelf, gave me Co many 
boxes with his wings on both fides of my head and body, 
tho' I held him at arms length, and was out of the reach 
of his claws, that I was twenty times thinking to let him 
go. But I was foon relieved by one of our fervants, who 
wrung off the bird's neck, and I had him next day fbs 
dinner by the Queen's command. This- linnet, as neat 
as r can remember, feemed to be fomewhat larger thaa 
an England fwan. 

Th? maids of honour often invited Glumdalclitch tob 
their apartments, and defired (he would bring me along 
with her, on purpofe to have the pleafure of feeing ana 
touching me. They would often ftrip me naked from top 
to toe, and lay me at full length in their bofoms ; where- 
with I was much difgufled ; bccaufe, to fay the truth, a. 
very ofFenfive fmell came, from their fkins; which I do 
not mention, or intend, to the difadvantage of thofe ex« 
cellent ladies for whom I have all manner of reCpeSt s 
but I conceive that my fenfe was more acute in propor- 
tion to my littlenefs, and that thofe illuftrious perfons were 
no more difagreeable to t\\e\i \onw^, c^t to each ofeherg, 
tbun people of the fame «\ua\ix.^ ?a^NN\\Jft. \;sVsv^\i^ga^ 
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Aad, alter all, I fourKi thmr natttral fmell was much more 
fir '-'^!tT, than when they ufed perfamfs, nnijer which 
J clj* i^vooiinJ away* I cannot for get, that an 

ihurnat^ mend of mine in Lillipui took the freedom in a 
warm day, when 1 had ufcd a good deal of exercife, to 
complain of a'ilrOBg finell aboct me, ailho' 1 am as little 
fliulty that way as moll of my fex : but I fuppofe his 
faculty of fmelling was as nice with regard to me, ai mine 
was to tJiat of this people. Upon this point f cannot 
forbear doing jiiUke to the Queen my miftr^fsj and 
Glumdftlditch my nurfej whofe perfons were M fweti U 
thofe of any lady in England, 

That whicK gave me moll uneafinefs ampng ihefc 

maids of honour (when my irnrfe carried me to vlfit them) 

w.ii to fee them nfe me without any manner of ceremony^ 

like a creature who had no fort of confeq^ucnce j for they 

would Ilrip themfekes to the ikin, and put oa their fmocks 

in my prefence, while 1 was placed on their toylet* di^ 

leftJy before their naked bo^lies, whiv^h I am fure to me 

was very far from bdng-a tempting ilght, or from giving 

tnc any other emotions than thofe of horror and difguJI. 

Their (kins appeared fo coarfe and uneven, fo variouJly 

^ -ed, when i iaw ihem ticar, with a mole here and 

•is broad as a trencher, and haifi banging from it 

:' fi pack-threads^ to fay nothing farther concern - 

if their perfons. Neither did they at all fcruple 

\flulG 1 waj by todifcliarge what they had drank, to the 

ftantjfy of at leait two hoglheads, in a veffel that held 

" mil?. The handfooieil among thofc maids 

a plcafiint frolicfome girl of flxtcer», would 

let tnc? ailride upon one of her nipples with 

trick?, wheieia the reader will excufe me for 

ular. But I was fo much difplcafed* 

indalclitch to contrive fome excufe 

Jt youn^ hictv any more» 

■ 'IMP gentleman, who was nephew to my 

lie and prelfed theni both to fee an 

la man* who had murderei^ ant- af 

. iiatc act] u.ii ntance* Gl i ' i 

nf r K p cam pany , very n . .1 

iinuty tender- hi J 

^1 u *i J * u L> w 1 . 4 1 ^ vl i wdi kind oi > ^ ^. ^ v . ^ * ^ 
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yet my curiofity tempted me to fee fomething, that I 
thought muil be extraordinary. The malefadlor was fix* 
ed in a chair upon a fcafFold ere£led for that purpofeb 
and his head cut off at one blow with a fword of sjxm 
forty feet long. The veins and arteries fpouted up fuck 
a prodigious quantity of blood> and fo high in the air, 
that the great Jett d'eau at Verfailles was not equal for 
the time it lafied ; and the head, when it fell on die icaf- 
fold floor, gave fuch a bounce as made me ftart, altho^ 
I were at leaft half an Englifh mile diftant. 

The Queen, who often ufed to hear me talk of my 
fea- voyages, and took all occafions to divert me whea 
I was melancholy, afked me whether I underftood how 
to handle a fail or an oar, and whether a little excrdie 
of rowing might not be convenient for my health ? I an- 
swered, that I underdood both very well : for altho* mj 
proper employment had been to be furgeon or dodor to 
the fhip, yet often upon a pinch I was forced to work 
like a common mariner. But I could not fee how dib 
could be done in their country, where the fmalleft wher- 
ry was equal to a firft rate man of war among us, and 
fuch a boat as I could manage would never live in any 
of their rivers. Her Maje(ty faid, if I would contrive ft 
boat, her own joiner fhould make it, and (he would pro- 
vide a place for me to fail in. The fellow was an ingeni- 
ous workman, and by my inflrudkions in ten days finifhed 
a pleafure-boat, with all its tackling, able conveniently 
to hold eight Europeans. When it was finiihed, the Queea 
was ft delighted, that flie ran with it in her lap to the 
King, who ordered it to be ppt in a ciftem full of water 
with me in it by way of trial ; where I could not manage 
my two fculls, or little oars, for want of room. But the 
Queen had before contrived another projedl. She ordered 
the joiner to make a wooden trough of three hundred foet 
long, fifty broad, and eight deep ; which being well pitch- 
ed, to prevent leaking, was placed on the floor along the. 
wall in an outer room of the palace. It had a cock near 
the bottom to let out the water, when it began to grow 
ftale; and twofervants could eafily fill it in half an hour. 
Here 1 often ufed to row for my own diverfion, as well 
as that of the Queen and Vvet la2k.d\t?>, vj\^o thought them- 
fclves well entertained >wi\^ m^ ^kjJOl ^xA ^^vcj • ^cscm^ 
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pe$ f would pat op my fsU^ and ificn my bunncO wai 

cbey wt 

'' '^^ -r . li wuii [til ir ivriLTJi, v^iAic 

iiboardor Ufborird, as I pka 
Ijr^n ili.-ii3 iJOru:, (.jJi.i ' ' ' ^ ■ 'V,..^ 

^ boat into her ctofet, li;- 

= i'e I once met iiii iiLcidv-nU wLiLii had 

me my life- for^ one of the page^s ha- 

Ijoat into the troupli, rhe govcrnef's, '^' 3> "^ 

Bnidalditch, very officioulSy iifted me up tri 

boat, but I happcncil to iYtp tJiro* he 

rihould infallibly have fallen down furiy fee 

if, by the luckietl chance in t)ic world ♦ I 

flopped by a corking-pin that Ituck m iho 

|lvoman*3 ilomacher; ihe head of th^ um 

I my fhirt and the waiilbacd of my bf etchcj, 

I)Us I WKS held by the middle In the ak, till 

,.1ii\-ittch ran to my relief. 

time, one of thefervants, whofe office it was 
^.LM ia^v u ought vejy third day with firefh water, was fa 
dcfs to let a huge fn>g (not perceiving it) flip out of 
ait Thc/rog lay cojiceakd till I was put into my 
but then feemg a rcftin<T-pkce climbed upj and 
I It lean fo much on one iide» that ! was forced to 
ncc it iR^ith all my weight on the other to prevent o* 
When the ffOg was got in^ it hopped at 
ic length of the boat^ and then over my head, 
kward:. and forwards, daubmg my face and cloath* 
f its odious llimc* The largenefs of its features made 
c moil deformed animal that can be cnncei- 
Lver, r defircd Glumdatclitch to let me deal 
. 1 banged it a good while with one of my 
1 at laft forced it to leap out of the boat* 
the greatefl: danger I ever underwent in that 
1, was from a monkey, who belonged to one of the 
f the kitchen* G km dale! itch had locked me up 
jofct, while fhe went fome whejc upon bufindK 
The weather being very waim, the clolct- 
'^ IhO: open, as well as the wiudowa ^Vk4 'Cti?; 
{ box, in which 1 ufuaHy lived, biac^^fe 
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tilting at my table, I heard fomething bounce in at the 
clofet-window, and fkijp about from one fide to the othen 
whereat altho' I were much alarmed, yet I ventured to 
look out, but not flirring from my feat; and then I ikw 
this frolicfome animal frilking and leaping up and down, 
till at laft he came to my box, which he feemed to view 
with great pleafure and curiofity, peeping in at the door 
and every window. 1 retreated to the farther comer of 
my room, or box ; but the monkey looking in at evciy 
fide put me into fuch a fright, that I wanted prefence of 
mind to conceal myfclf under the bed, as I might eafilj 
have done. After fome time fpent in peeping, grinning, 
and chattering, he at lafl efpied me, and reaching one of 
his paws in at the door, as a cat does when fhe plays widi 
a moufe, altho' I often fhifted place to avoid him, he at 
length feized the lappet of my coat (which beins^ made of 
that country filk, was very thick and ilrong) and dragged 
me out. He took me up in his right fore-foot, and^ld 
me as a nurfe does a child fhe is going to fuckle, jofl ii 
I have feen the fame fort of creature do with a kitten in 
Europe : and when I offered to flruggle, he fqueezed ne 
fb hard, that I thought it more pruclent to fubmit. I have 
good reafon to believe, that he took me for a young one 
of his own fpecies, by his often flroaking my face very 
gently with his other paw. In thefe diyeriions he was in- 
terrupted by a noife at the clofet-door, as if fbme body 
were opening it ; whereupon he fuddenly leaped up to 
the window at which he had come in, and thence upon 
the leads and gutters, walking upon three legs, and hold- 
ing me in the fourth, till he clambered up to a roof that 
was next to ours. 1 heard Glumdalclitch give a fhreek 
at the moment he was carrying me out. The poor girl 
was almoft diftrafted : that quarter of the palace was all 
in an uproar ; the fervants ran for ladders ; the monkey 
was feen by hundreds in the court, fitting upon the ridge 
of a building, holding me like a baby in one of his fore- 
paws, and feeding me with the other, by cramming into 
my mouth fome vidluals he had fqueezed out of the hag 
on one fide of his chaps, and patting me when I wonla 
not eat ; whereat many of the rabble below could not for- 
hear laughing ; neither do\ i^riVLxJcv^-^ ysS^^j ^>3t!^t^%e 
bliimcd,^ for \^ithout qu^KvoYi vV^ ^-^^x ^^ Ti^naA^ 
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boagli CO every body but myfetf. Some of the peoplt 
fcicw up ilones, hopmg to drive the monkey down ^ but 
lii U'as iijifUy forbidden, or df^ very probably my 
dm hsd b\^en daihcd out 

The ladders were uow afolkd, and mounted by fe- 

tril lueo, which the motikey obferving, arid £ndTHg 

'nifclf alittolt encoinpxiJred, not being able to make 

eed enough with his thrre legi^ kt m« drop on a ridge 

'ryle^ 2ndm2.dc his eicape. Here I fat for {omt time, 

)rc hundred yards from the ground, ej^peding every ma* 

fceiit to he ilowa down by tiie wind, or to fiill by my 

and come tumbling over and over from 

k! Rves ; biit an honcfl bd, one o( my narfe'it 

utih cLtiibed ap» and patting me Into Ms brcecties^ 

ket fcrotirht me down fafe* 

1 ;i 1 choaked with the filthy duff the monkey 

id c:, J'^wn my throat ; but my dear little nurfe 

ckcd itiyi of ray mouth with 4 fmnil needle, und then 

fell » vonviting, which gave me great relief Yet I was 

to weak, and bruifcd in the fide-i witli the fqaeezesgiven 

Bie by this edioua animal, that J was forced to keep my 

rd a fiartiMght. The Kmg^ Queen ^ and all ihc court, 

ut every dzy to inquire after my ht^^ilth. and her Mit* 

m^de me feverat vlftt^ during my ikktief^. The 

ey was killed, and an order made that no ftich ani* 

:?ujd be kept about the palace* 

hw I attended ihe Kmg after my recovery to rcturii 

I tliai^ka for hh favours, he wa? pleg^fed to tilly me a 

pod de^ upon thh advent'ire,. He afkcd me, wh^t my 

aughts and fpecubtions were vvhiJe I lay in the monkey s 

nw ; how i Uked the vidluals he gave me j hk manner 

feeding ; and whether the treih air on the roof had 

arpencd my flomach. FTe defired to know^ whnt 1 would 

^ve done upon fuch an ocCitQon in my own country* 

told hk M.'ijcfty, thrit in Europe we had no monkie^* 

-pi fuch as were brouglit for curiofities from other 

that I cotild deal with a do^eii of 

^ :_■ :/ prefumed to attack mc. And as (01 

liil with whom I wns fo lately eng-a- 

large as an elephfiiit) if my fear^ hai 

tnc to think fo far a^ to make ufc of my lian^er 

C?lyj.aad clapping my hand u^otk ^be. VvVr. av 
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I fpoke) when he poked his paw into my chamber, per- 
haps I fhould have given him fuch a wound, as would 
have made him glad to withdraw it with more hafle than 
he put it in. This I delivered in a firm tone, like a per- 
fon who was jealous left his courage fhould be called in 
qufftion. However, my fpeech produced nothing elfe 
befides a loud laughter, which all the refpcdl due to his 
Majeily from thole about him could not make them con- 
tain. This made me ref)e£l, how vain an attempt it il 
for a man to endeavour to do himfelf honour amone thofe, 
who are out of all degree of equality or comparifon widi 
him. And yet I have feen the moral of my pwn beh»- 
viour very frequent in England fince my return, where a 
little contemptible varlet, without the leafl title to birth, 
. perfon, wit, or common fenfe, fhall prefame to look 
with importance, and put himfelf upon a foot with die 
greateft perfons of the kingdom. 

I was every day furnifhing the court with fome ridi- 
culous flory ; and Glumdalclitch, altho' fhe loved' toe 
to excefs, yet was arch enough to inform the QUeen, 
whenever I committed any folly that fhe th6ught would 
be diverting to her Majefty. The girl, who had been 
out of order, was carried by her govemefs to take the 
air, about an hour's diflance, or thirty miles from.towot 
They alighted out of the coach near a fmall foot-nndl 
in a field, and Glumdalclitch fetting down my travelling- 
box, I went out of it to walk. There was a cow-dung 
in the path, and 1 muft need try my adlivity by attempt- 
ing to leap over it. I took a run, but anfortanately 
jumped fhort, and found myfelf jufl in the middle up to 
my knees. I waded thro' with fome difficulty, and one 
of the footmen wiped me as clean as he could with his 
handkerchief ; for I was filthily bemired^ and my nnrfe 
confined me to my box till we returned home ; where 
the Queen was foon informed of what had pafled, and 
the footmen fpread it about the court ; fo that all the 
mirth for fome days was at my expence. 



QHAR 
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Stoeral contrivances of the author to phafe the King and 
Siueen. He fie^vs his Jkill in mujic. The King inquires 
into theftate of England j nvbich the author relatis t9 
him. Vhe Kin£s ohfervations thereon. 

T Ufed to attend the Krag^s levee once or twice a week, 
■^ and had often feen him under the barber^s hand, which 
mdeed was atfirft very terrible to behold : for the razor 
was almofl twice as long as an ordinary fcythe. His Ma- 
jefljr, according to the cuftom of the country, was only, 
fliaved twice a week. I once prevailed on the barber to 
pvc me fome of the fiids or lather, out of which I pick- 
ed forty or fifty of the ftrongeft ftumps of hair. I then 
took a piece of fine wood, and cut it like the back of a 
K 5 comb; 

• lo this chapter, the author gives- an account of the political 
.Irte of Europe. His obfervations are delivered with his ufiial 
Juit of humour and fcvcrity. He appears moft particularly af- 
Wed with the proceedings of the courts of judicature, and com- 
fUnsof being almofl ruined by a chancery-fuit, which was de- 
tttmitd in bis javour -with cofls. It muft be confeflTed, that in- 
^Oes of this kind are too frequent in our courts of juflice ; 
■■d they leave us no room to boaft of the execution of our prc- 
4nt laws, however excellent the laws, in their own origlnai-foun- 
^ttion, may have been. Judgment ^ -when turned into •u'onn'J/ood, 
nhtter; hxst delays, as Lord Bacon ob(erves, turn it into vine- 
|tf« It becomes (harp and corroding : and certainly it is more 
c^Mc to die immediately by die wound of an enemy, tlian to 
may lingering by poiibn, adrainiftred from a flcming friend. 

Orrery. 

The Noble Commentator is mtf!akcn' as to his firfl ob(crva- 
liflB; for Gulliver has here given a political account of no cfum- 
tiy bnt Erw;IaP-il. It is however a miftakc to which any commcn- 
liiw wouluhave hit'A liable, who had read little more than the 
tides or contents o*^' the chapters, into which this work is divi 
Ad; fat the word Eunpe has in lome KnglifH, and all the lri:}i 
•nmt, been printed in the title of this chapter^ iiifbead of En- 
|M H^wkef. 
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comb, making feveral holes in it at equal diftance with 
as fmall a needle as I could get from Glamdalclitch. I 
fixed in the flumps To artificially, fcraping and floping 
them with my knife towards the points, that I maide a 
very tolerable comb ; which was a feafonable Aipply, my 
own being (o much broken in the teeth, that it was al- 
moft ufelefs : neither did 1 know any artift in that ooon- 
try fo nice and exadt, as would undertake to make me an* 
other. 

And this puts me in mind of an amufement, wherein I 
fpent many of my leifure hours. I deiired the Qaeeo'f 
woman to fave for me the combings of her Majeily's hair» 
whereof in time I got a good quantity, and confulting 
with my friend the cabinet-maker, who had received ge- 
neral orders to do little jobs for me, I diredted him M 
make two chair- frames, no larger than thofe I had in my 
box, and then to bore little holes with a fine awl ronod 
thoic parts where I defigned the backs and feats ; throogli 
thefc holes 1 wove the flrongefl hairs I could pick oaii 
juft after the manner of cane-chairs in England. Whn 
they were finiihed, I made a prefent of them to her Ma- 
jefly, who kept them in her cabinet, and ufed to (hew 
them for curiofities, as indeed they were the wonder of 
every one that beheld them. The Queen would kaare 
had me fit upon one of thefe chairs, but I abfblately re- 
fufed to obey her, proteflmg I would rather die a thoB- 
(and deaths than place a difhonourable part of my bodt 
on thofe precious haiis, that once adorned her Majcflyi 
head. Of thefe hairs (as I had always a mechanical 
genius) 1 likewife made a neat little purfe about five feet 
long, with her Majeily's name decyphered in gold letteni 
which 1 gave to Glumdalclitch by the Queen^s confeot 
To lay the truth, it was more for fhew than ufe, beine 
not of flrencth to bear the weight of the larger coins, and 
therefore Hie kept nothing in it but fome litde toys that 
girls are fend of. 

T-H E King, who delighted in mufic, had frequent cwicots 
at court, to which I was fometimes carried, and'fet in my 
box on a t.ible to hear them : but the noife was fb great, 
thnt 1 could hardly dilhnguifh the tunes. I am conmlent, 
th::r ifU the dcuma and uum^tu o? ?i\c^^;d ;ufniy« beadlig 
and ibundiiig togethjei^vift.^Li'^out «^^>^civi\dLitfa^^^^^ 
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4y praflice was to have my box removed from the place 
Inhere the performers fat as far as I could, then to ihut 
he doors and windows of it, and draw the window-cur- 
ains ; after which 1 found their mafic not difagreeable. 

I had learned in mv youth to play a little upon the 
^inet. Glumdalclitch kept one in her chambers and a 
Uafter attended twice a week to teach her : 1 called it a 
^inet, becaufe it ibmewhat refembled that inflrument^ 
and was plaid upon in the fame manner. A fancy 
^e into my head, that I would entertain the King and 
Qoeen with an Elnglilh tune upon this inftrument. But 
^ appeared extremely difficult : for the fpinet was near 
fatyfect long, each key being almoft a foot wide, fo that 
witii my arms extended I could not reach to above five 
kep, and to prefs them down required a good fmart ftroke 
lilh my fift, which would be too great a labour, and to 
■0 porpofe. The method I contrived was this : 1 prc- 
jured two round flicks about the bigneii of common cud- 
gds; they were thicker at one end than the other, and I 
covered the thicker ends with a piece of a moufe's lkin» 
tiiat by rapping on them I might neither damage the tops 
ofthc keys, nor interrupt the found. Before the fpinet a 
Wnch was placed about four feet below the keys, and I 
WIS put upon the bench. I ran fideling upon it that way 
tad diis as faft as I could, banging the proper keys wiA 
ay two flicks, and made a Ihift to play a jigg to the great 
fitisfadion of both their Majefties : but it was the moft 
violent exercife I ever underwent, and yet I could not 
fcike above lixteen keys, nor confequently play the baft, 
tod treble together, as other artiAs do ; which was a 
great difadvantage to my performance. 

The King, who, as I before obferved, was a Prince of 
CKellent underihiodirig, would frequently order that I 
ftoald be brought in my box, and fet upon the table in 
lus dofet : he would then command me to bring one cf 
my chairs out of^he box, and fit down within three yards 
ddance upon the top of the cabinet, which brought me 
allBofl to a level with his face. In this manner 1 had fe- 
Teral converfations with him. I one day took the freedom 
to tdlhis MajelJy, that the contempt he difcovered to- 
wards Europe, and the reft of the world, did not feem 
aoTwerabie to thofe excellent qualities of. mind, that he 
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was mailer of : that reafon did not extend itfelf with the 
bulk of the body ; on the contrary, we obferved in our 
country, that the talleft perfons were ufually leaft provi- 
ded with it : that among other animals, bees and ants had 
the reputation of more indufbry, art, and fagacity, than 
many of the larger kinds ; and that, as inconiiderablei! 
he took me to be, I hoped I might live to do his Majefty 
fome fignal fervicc. The King heard me with attention« 
and began to conceive a much better opinion of me 
than he had ever before. He defired I would give him as 
exaft an account of the government of England^ as I po(^ 
fibly could ; becaufe, as fond as princes commonly are ci 
their own cuftoms, (for fo he conjedured of other mo- 
narchs by my former difcourfes) he Ihould be glad to hear 
of any thing that might deferve imitation. 

Imagine with tliyfelf, courteous reader, how oftenJ 
then wifhcd for the tongue of Demofthenes or Cicero^ 
that might have enabled me to celebrate the praife of my 
own dear native country in a ilyle equal to its merits and 
felicity. 

I began my difcourfe by informing his Majefty, that 
our dominions confined of two iilanas, which compofid 
three mighty kingdoms under one fovereign. beiidesoir 
plantations in America. I dwelt long upon the fertility of 
our foil, and the temperature of our climate. I then (po&e 
at large upon the conflitution of an Englifb parliameni^ 
partly made up of an illuflrious body called the hooleof 
Peers, perfons of the nobleft blood, and of the molEan- 
tient and ample patrimonies. I defcribed that extraordi- 
nary care always taken of their education in arts and annSi 
to qualify them for being cbunfellors both to theKin^ 
and kingdom. ; to have a fhare in the legiflature ; to be 
members of the higheft court of judicature, from whence 
there could be no appeal ; and to be champions always 
ready for the defence of their prince and country, by thor 
valour^ condu6l, and fidelity. That thefe were the orna- 
ment and bulwark of the kingdom, worthy foUowen of 
their moft renowiiea anceftors, whofc honour had been 
the reward of their virtue, from which their poftenty 
were never once known to degenerate. To thefe were join- 
ed feveral holy perfous 2A ^^lti of that aflembly under the 
title of hiihops, wbofe ]f ec\x\vact>a>a&xASs \\\^ \x> \:^ «ue 
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digion, and of tliofe wKo inftfisfl the peoplr therciil* 

^' "■ ' , ". ^ ' , tl^e wliole rra- 

. ol the pi JcriiiQod, Ai. w^ie jBuil Jcfervedly difhii- 
bed by the fanftity of their lives and the depth of 
•Ir erudition, who were indeed the fpintwal f.ithen of 
the clergy and the people. 
TjFiAT the^^5EhL•r f>an of the parliament confined of nn 

(emblv called the houfe of commons, who, were alt 
li :iien, f fitly picked and ctilled out by t lie 

b^. .: vt^s, for their great abilities and bve of 

eir country J to reprefent the wifdom of the whole na- 
Add that thefe two bodies made ap tlie fnoH 
ibly m Europe, to whom in corjati^lion with 
...V- the who!e legiil^t-jre is committed, 
t^^ei* defcended to the courts of juflicc, over which 
'|c^» thofc venerable ra^es and interpreters of the 
"{i^eA for determining the difputed rights and pm- 
hof rnen, as well as for the ponilbment of v]ce and 
ffedioTi tif juoocence. 1 tneritioned the prudent ma* 
'^f our treafury, the valour and atchleremeilti 
i by fea and land, I computed the KiTmb«f 
le, by reckons nc; hDw many^ millions there 
/each rebgiou5 (cO., or political party affioitg 
h* 1 j;j not omir eveti otir fports and pall:inies> or 2in^ 
mkr pafticukr which J thought might redound w the 
r of my country. And l finished all with a brief 
^ ml account of afiairs and events in England for 
; an hundred years pad* 
\ conversation wm not ended tinder Hve audience?, 
[fevtral hours ; *Tnd the King heard the whole with 
;tet}tJon, ficauently taking notes of what 1 fpokt% 
fl! ms memorandums of what queitions he intended 
me- 
lt i^ I had put an end to thefe long difconffes, his 
fly tn a [ixth audience confulung hh notes propoled 
? doubts, queries^ and objeilions upon every article. 
~ cd what metiiods we ufed to cultivate the minds 
Jics of our young nobility » nnd in what kind of 
t.lhey* commonly fpent the firtl and teachable part 
\\bft^ What courfe was taken to fupply that af- 
^%vhen any noble family became €Xtin£t. WbsA 
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qualifications were neceilary in thofe who are to be crear 
ted new lords : whether the humour of the Prince, a fom 
of money to a court lady or a prime miniiler, or a defiga 
of ilrengthening a party oppo£te to the public interefi» 
ever happened to be motives in thofe advancements. 
What fhare of knowledge thefe lords had in the laws of 
their country, and how they came by it, .fo as to enable 
them to decide the properties of their fellow-fubjefts in 
the laft refort. Whether they were always fo free from 
avarice, .partialities, or want, that a bribe or feme other 
iiniiler view, could have no place among them. Whether 
thofe holy lords I (poke of were always promoted to that 
rank upon account of their knowledge in religious mat* 
ters, and the fandtity of their lives ; had aever oeen com- 
pliers with the times while they were common prie/^5^ or 
flaviih proftitute chaplains to fome nobleman, whofe 
opinions they continued fervilely to follow after the/ 
were admitted into that alTembly. 

Hb then deflred to know, what acts were pra£li(ed is 
cledting thofe whom I called commoners : whether a 
ftranger with a flrong purfe might not influence the wir 
gar voters to chufe him before their own landlord, or the 
moft confiderable gentleman in the neighbourhood. How 
it came to pafs, that people were fo vi(^ently bent npOD 
getting into this afTembly, which 1 allowed to be a great 
trouble and expence, onen to the ruin of their families, 
without any friary or penfion : becaufe this appeared 
fuch an exalted fb-ain of virtue and public fpirit, that^his 
Majefly feemed to doubt it might poffibly not be always 
fincere : and he- defired to know,, whether fach zealous 
gentlemen could have any views of refunding themfelvei3 
for the charges and trouble they were at, by facrifidng 
the public good tp the defigns of a weak and vitious 
prince in conjunftion with a corrupted minifhy. He 
xpultiplied his queilions, and-iifted me thoroughly upon 
every part of this head, propofing numberlefs inquirios 
and objeftions, which I think it not prudent or conve- 
nient to repeat. 

Upon wnat I fajd in relation to our courts of juftice» 
his Majedy defired to be fatisfied in feveral points : and 
this I was the better able to do, having been formerly 
al/noil ruined by a long fuit in chancery, which was de.- 

crcqd. 
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fed Ibr mc with cofts. He aikcd what dmc was ufti^ 



ight and 



and 



I Macors 



jing between i 
y:. .Wjitfth<ir 

ifci maBifeflJ)'- known 10 be un- 

jull, ^ex.n'louss Of n. Whether party m religion 

or politics were obitrvcd to be of any weight in the Kale 

of jiiiljce. Whether thofc pleading orators were perTon* 

educated in the general! knowledge of equity* or only m 

pi-avincial, national, and odier J oca I cuftoms* Whether 

they or their jodges had any part in penning thofe law5, 

wliich they afFumcd the liberty of interpreting and glof- 

fine tapon it their pleafnre. Whether they had ever at 

di^rcnt times pkaded for and again ft the fame caufc, 

and cited precede nt? to prove contfary opinions. Whether 

were a rich or a poor corporation. Whether they 

feived ai>y pecuniary reward for pleading or delivering 

opinions. And particularly, whether they were 

admitted as members in the lower fenate. 

Ie fell next apon the management of our treafary ; 

[ faid, he thought my tnemory had failed me, becaufe 

bmputed oar taxes at about five or Qj( millions a yciir^ 

and when I came to mention the iiTues, he found they 

mounted to more th:in double: for the noteji 

!. were VQry particdar in this pointy becaule 

he told me^ that the knowledge of our con- 

..^ >e ufefnl to him, and he could not be dceei- 

hl^ cifcQlations, But* if what I told him were uue, 

|UU at a lots how a kingdom could run out of its 

|pri\*ate perfon. He aikcd me who were our 

where wc found money to pay them. He 

hiear me talkof fuch chargeable and ejcpcnfive 

tainly wc inuft be a quarrelfome people, or 

ig very bad iiei;^h boars, and that our generals 

r idler than tmr kings. He s(ked what bti» 

[oat of our own inlands, unlcfs upon thefcm'e 

tJtty, or to defend the coafts with oar fleet, 

was amazed to hear mt talk of a mercenary 

by in the mfdil of peace, and among a free 

. He fiid, if we were goiTrned by otir own con- 

the perfonu of our reprefentatives, he touM not 

jnt uf whom wc were afraid » or againft whom we 

to %ht ; and would hcai- my oyitdoft, ^^t^vtx ^ 
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private man's houfe xni^ht not better be defended by him- 
felfy his children, and family, than by half a dozen rafcals 
picked up at a venture in the ilreets for fmall waeeSf 
who might get an hundred times more by, cutting todr 
throats. 

He laughed at my odd kind of arithmetic (as he wu 
pleafed to call it) in reckoning the numbers of our people 
by a computation drawn from the feveral fe^ among u 
in rcb'gion and politics. He faid, he knew no reaibn why 
thofe, who entertain opinions prejudicial to the pablic^ 
ihould be obliged to change, or fhould not be obliged to 
conceal them. And as it was tyranny in any government 
to require the firft, fo it was weaknefs not to enforce the 
fccond : for a man may be allowed to keep poifbnsinhii 
clofet, but not to vend them about for cordials* 

He obferved, that among the diverfions of our noUUty 
and gentry I had mentioned gaming : he deiired to know 
at what age this entertainment was ufually taken up, and 
when it was laid down ; how much of their time it em- 
ployed : whether it ever went fo high as to afFe£l thdr 
fortunes : whether mean vicious people by their deztfr 
rity in that art might not arrive at great riches, and fcHn^ 
times keep our very nobles in dependence, as well as 
habituate them to vile companions, wholly take them 
from the improvement of their minds, and force them by 
the lofTes they received to learn and pradlife that infamooi 
dexterity upon others. 

He was perfedlly aflonifhed with the hiflorical account 
I gave him of our affairs during the laft century, proteil- 
ing it was only a heap of confpiracies, rebellions, murders, 
maffacres, revolutions, banifliments, the very worGteSeQa 
that avarice, fadlion, hypocrify, perfidioufnefs, cruelty, 
rage, madnefs, hatred, envy, luil, malice,. and ambition 
could produce. 

His Majefly in another audience was at the pains to 
recapitulate the fum of all 1 had fpoken ; compared the 
quellions he made with the anfwers I had given ; then 
taking me into his hands, and ftroaking me gently, deli- 
vered himfelf in thefe words, which I fhall never forget^ 
nor the manner he ipoke them in : My little friend Gril- 
drig, you have made a. mc^ft. 2i4mv[^\«, "^wic^yric upon 
your country ; youliSLve c\«ax\^ ^ion^^> ;^[^^\^Qin»ut^ 
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idlenefs and vice, are the proper ingredients for qualify- 
ing a legiilator ; that laws are beft explained, interpreted, 
ind applied by thofe whofe intcrefland abilities lie in per* 
Tcrdng, confounding, and eluding them. I obferve among 
you (bme lines of an infUtution, which in its original 
might have been tolerable, but thefe half erafedy and the 
. wft wholly blurred and blotted by corruptions. It doth 
not appear from all you have faid, how any one perfection 
is required toward the procurement of any one ftation a- 
mong you ; much lefs that men are ennobled on account 
of dieir virtue, that priefls are advanced for their piety or 
kmong, foldiers for their condudl or valour, judges for 
thai integrity, fenators for the love of their countr}', or 
coQiifeilors for their wifdom. As for yourfelf, continued 
tile Xing, who have fpent the greateft part of your life 
n trav^ng, I am well difpofed to hope you may hither- 
to luttrc efcaped many vices of your country. But by 
what I have gathered from your own relation, and the 
•nfwers I have with much pains wringed and extorted 
from you, I cannot but conclude the bulk of your na- 
tives to be the moil pernicious race of little odious 
wnnin that nature ever fuffefed to crawl upon the fur- 
fee rf the earth. 



CHAP. VII. • 

Bf autbor^s lo<ve of bis country. He makes a propo/al of 
mticb advantage to tbe King, twhich is rejected. The 
Kings great ignorance in politics, Tbe learning of tbat 
country fvery imperJeH and confined, Tbe lawSy and 
military affairs , and parties in the flate» 

NOTHING but an extreme love of trutli could 
have hindered me from concealing this part of my 
Aory. It was in vain to difcover my refentments, which 
Vol. II. L were 

• This chapter contains liich farcafms on the »lru<flure of the 
iHiman body» as too plainly (hew, that the author was unwilling 
to lo(c any opportunity of debaiing and ridiculing his own 
(pedes.— ^— Here a refle^^tion naturally occurs, which, without 
any fiiperitition, leads tacitly to admire and coufcC^ tV\^ ^k^n^ <^^ 
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were always turned into ndiciile; and I was forced lord! 
with patience, while my noble and moft beloved coontr]! 
was fo injurioufly treated. I am as heartily fbrry as any 
of my readers can poflibly be> that fuch an occafion ws 
given : but this Prince happened to be fo curious andoi' 
quifitive upon every particular, that it could not confill 
either with gratitude or good n:ianners to refufe giviq 
him what fatisfadion I was able. Yet thus much I may 
be allowed to fay in my own vindication, that I aitfoll) 
eluded many of his queflions, and gave to every point i 
xnore favourable turn by many degrees than the firi£faieC 
of truth would allow. For I have always born that las* 
dahle partiality to my own country, which Dionyfius H* 
licarnaffenfis with fo much juHice recommends to an hi* 
florian : I would hide the frailties and deformities ofmf 
political mother, and place her virtues and beautiei ii 
the moft advantageous light. This was my iincere ei* 
deavour in thofe many difcourfes Ihad with that Monaichi 
altho' it unfortunately failed of fuccefs. 

But great allowances ihould be given to a King, wha 
lives wholly fecluded from the reft of the world, and mot 
therefore be altogether unacquainted with the mannos 
and cuftoms that moft prevail in other nations : the want 
of which knowledge will ever produce many prejttSca^ 
and a certain narroivmfs of thinkimg^ from which we and 
the politer countries of Europe are wholly exempted. 
And it would be hard indeed, if fo remote a Prince's no- 
tions of virtue and vice were to be offered as a ftandasd 
for all mankind. 

To confirm what I have now faid, and further toibew 
the mifcrable efie»^s of a corfi.ed education^ I fhall here 
infert a paflage which will hardly obtain belief. In hopes 
to ingraiiate myfclf farther into his Majefly's favour, I 
told him of an invention difcovered between three tak 
four hundred years ago to make a certain powder, intc 
an heap of which the fmalleft fpark of fire falling wooU 
kindle the v/hole in a moment, altho' it were - as big- ai 

1 

Providence. For this great (renins, tliis mighty wit, who feenei 

to (culfund fcorn at a\\ mauVmd^ Vwc^ t\o\. oxv\^ \» V« «n esan^ 

to puirfh his own nrit^e, and to twr.?^ ow%, \s\3X xsx\i.«'««j!L %ib 

of iJu- oi\. .-/• niihrics to\w\\\c\\\^\\matv wvx\Kevi\w^»\*. Owi 



Cfeap-Vrr. TO BROBDINGNAG. 

n nififmwm, tTwf make it al! fly ap m flir nir tAfeiKft-, 



-r iron, atcorditig lo ii would 

T^n or leid with fuch vi< i ' fpccd, 

its force, I1i;i' tl 

ot only dfilrov :3 

army at once, but batter ihe lUor ^ to the 

^.. _Lid| fink down (hips, vvitJi a fhoufai _ ... -. :a each* 
to the bottO«! of the fea ; ajid, when linked togctticr Iry 
ft tbft?" ^-- mI.i rnt ihi'o* iTiafIs ant! ti-- ir^-^ Im ^|^* 
httwif I the middlct and 1^ 

llicsn. t ^^.'^,L >v.l: uiieH put this powder «l:lw t^n-u u.rHJW 
bails of iron, and dirdiarged ihem by an engine into 
Come <:Uy we were bcfiegiiig, which wduld rip tip the 
|iai*exnet:C5« tear the hoofer to pieces, h*irR and mrow 
^lintc :ry fide, da"; i; the brains of all who 

caii»e irJ krH*\^ c ijcnts very wcllj whidi 

H^cre cltcip and common i i uyidejllood the manner of 
coiapmm^i**^ them, mnd eoold djjrefl his workmen how 
to »: proportionable to all oihcf 

ctimg: :n^ and the larged need RQt 

be ODOf e an hucidred ieet long | twenty or thirty of which 
tubes, chargrd ivith the proper <]nantity of powder and 
bilft. vvcLjd b;itter down the ^a!U of the ftrongeft town 
In iii'. JMniiriions in a few hoyrs, or deftroy the whole 
, if ever k Oioald pretend to difpute his abfo- 
ji^^attds. Th'f^ I humbly offered to Ms Majefty* 
tribute t . ledgment in retura of lb 

\Mi I I."- .w.^.v^d of hk royal favour tiid 

- -* -- *^TKk with horror at the dcfcription T 
icrriNe engines, and the piopofal I 

^ . -r >d , how fo inipo tent and graveling 

his exprefiions) could en terra lu 

, and in fo famtlifir a manner, 3& to an- 

c d At «ll t]>e fcpne? of blood and dcio- 

' 'Micffe&ofthore 

me evil genius, 

havt biitu '^Ttrivcr, As 

thataltho it^s deU^lu*id 

ini lb muth m new ditoverks in art ^ mti'a.tiax^i >i^v 

_ L 2 >N^ 
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he would rather lofe half his kingdom, than be privy to 
fuch a fecret, which he commanaed me> as I valued my 
life, never to mention anymore. 

A ftrange efft^i of narrow principles and J^rt vinufsf 
that a Prince poflefled of every quality which procures 
veneration, love, and efteem ; of ftrong parts, great wif- 
dom, and profound learning, endowed with admirable ta- 
lents for government, and almod adored by his fubjeds, 
jQionld from a nice unnereffary fcruple^ whereof m Europe 
we can have no conception, let flip an opportunity put 
into his hands, that would have made him abfolute malier 
of the lives, the liberties, and the fortunes of his people: 
Neither do I fay this with the lead intention to detnft 
from the many virtues of that excellent King, whofe da- 
rafter 1 am feniible will on this account be very mackleA 
fened in the opinion of an Englifh reader : but I taketUi 
defeat among them to have rifen from their ignorance by 
not having hitherto reduced politics into a (cience» au tlw 
more acute wits of Europe have done. For I remember 
very well in a difcourfe one day with the King» when I 
happened to fay there were feveral thouiand books i- 
mong us written upon the art of governments it gave bis 
(diredly contrary to my intention) a very mean opinioa 
of our underftandings. He profefTed both to abominate 
and defpife all myftery^ refinement^ and intrigue , either in 
a prince or a minifter. He could not tell what I meait 
by fecreti of ft ate ^ where an enemy or fome rival nation 
were not in the cafe. He confined the knowledge of go- 
verning within very narro^w bounds, to common ien(e and 
reafon, to juflice and lenity, to the fpeedy determination 
of civil and criminal caufes ; with fome other obvious to- 
pics, which are not worth confidering.^ And he gave it 
for his opinion, that whoever could make two ears of 
corn, or two blades of grafs, to grow upon a Ijpot of 
ground where only one grew before, would deferve bet- 
ter of mankind, and do more eiTential fervice to his 
country, than the whole race of politicians put togethcTt 
The learning of this people is very defedlive» confifting 
only in morality, hiftory, poetry, and mathematics, where- 
in they muft be allowed to excel. Bat the laft of thefe is 
wholly applied to w\\al m2i^>at >aXdv3\\xv\\\t, xo ^t Veh- 
provement of agricuVtute, ^xi^ ^XYm^OwwciaKA ^3C\&\ fe ^"«x^ 
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HBODg OS it wonid be litde cfteemed. And as to ideas, 
BRtitiec^ abftnifHons, and tranfcendentals, 1 could never 
Irive the leaft conception into their heads. 

No law of that country muft exceed in words the num- 
ber of letters in their alphabet, which confifts only in two 
and twenty. But indeed few of them extend even to that 
kngth. Tkey are exprelTed in the mofl plain and fimple 
terns, wherein thofe people arc not mercurial enough to 
difcover above one interpretation : and to write a com- 
ment upon any law is a capital crime. As to the decifion 
of civil canfesy or proceedings againll criminals, their 
ftnedents are fo few, that they have little reafon to boall 
tf lay extraordinary fkill in either. 

TftET have had the art of piinting as well as the Chi- 
mA; time out of mind : but their libraries are not very 
bm; for that of the King, which is reckoned the lar- 
.fa^ doth not amount to above a thoufand volumes placed 
n a gallery of twelve hundred feet long, from whence I 
jud liberty to borrow what books I pleaied. The Queen's 
joiaer had contrived in one of Glumdalclitch's rooms a 
kind of wooden machine five and twenty feet high, form- 
ed like a flanding ladder, the fteps were each £lty feet 
long: it was indeed a moveable pair of Hairs, the loweil 
ena placed at ten feet diftancc from the wall of the cham- 
ber. The book 1 had a mind to read was put up leaning 
>gaiaft the wall : I firft mounted to the upper Hep of the 
Huder, and turning my face towards the book, began 
St die. top of the page, and fo walking to the right and 
kft about eight or ten paces, according to the length of 
tie lines, till 1 had gotten a little below the level ot mine 
efes, and then defcending gradually till i came to the 
bottom: after which I mounted again, and began the 
other page in the fame manner, and fo turned over the 
fctf, which I could eafily do with both my hands, for it 
mis as thick and ilifF as a paflc -board, and in tlie largeil 
fclio's not above eighteen or twent)' feet long. 

Their ftyle is clear, mafculine, and fmooth, but not 
florid; for they avoid nothing more than multiplying uu- 
neoeilary words, or ufmg various expreiHons. 1 have per- 
aied many of their bpoks, efpecially thofe in hiflory and 
monlit}'. Among the reft, I was much diverted with a 
litde old treatife, which always lay in Glumdalclitch's 
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bed-chamber, and belonged to her governefs, a grave 
elderly gentlewoman, who dealt in writings of nK>iality 
and devotion. The book treats of the weaknefs of human 
kind, and is in little efleem, except among the women 
and the vulgar. However, I was curious to fee what an 
author of that country could fay upon fuch a fubjeft. 
This writer went thro' all the ufual topics of European 
moralifb, (hewing how diminutive, contemptible, and 
helplefs an animal man was in his own nature ; how un* 
able to defend himfelf from inclemencies of the air, or the 
fury of wild beaHs ; how much he was excelled by one 
creature in flrength, by another in fpeed, by a third in 
forefight, by a fourth in induftry. He added, that nature 
was degenerated in thefe latter declining ages of the 
world, and could now produce only fmall abortive births, 
in comparifon of thofe in ancient times. He faid, it was 
very reafonable to think, not only that the fpecies of men 
were originally much larger, but alio that there muft have 
been giants in former ages ; which, as it is aflferted by 
hiQory and tradition, fo it hath been confirmed by huge 
bones and fkulls cafually dug up ii^ feveral parts of the 
kingdom, far exceeding the common dwindled race of 
man in our days. He argued, that the very laws of nar- 
ture abfolutely required we Ihould have been made in the 
beginning of a fize more large and robuil, not fo liable 
to deflrudion from every little accident of a tile falling , 
from an houfe, or a ilone cad from the hand of a boy, or 
being drowned in a little brook. From this way of rea- 
foning, the author drew feveral moral applications ufeful 
in the condudt of life, but needlefs here to repeat. For my 
own part, I could not avoid refleding how univerfally 
this talent was fpread, of drawing ledures in morality, or 
indeed rather matter of difcontcnt and repining, from the 
quarrels we raife with nature. And I believe, upon a 
ilridt inquiry, thofe quarrels might be ihewn as ill-ground- 
ed among us, as they are among that people *. 

As 

• The author's zeal to juftify Providence has before been re- 
marked ; and thefe quarrels with Nature, or, in other words, with 
God, could not have been more forcibly reproved, than by 
fhewing, that the complaints upon which they are founded, 
would be equally ipscious among beings of fuch aflonifhiog (iipe- 
riority of iUture and flrcngth« Havkirf, 
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As to their military affairs, they boaft that the King's 
irmy confifts of an hundred and feventy fix thoufand foot, 
ind thirty two thoufand horfe ; if that may be called an 
anny, which is made up of tradcfmen in the ieveral cities, 
and farmers in the country, whofe commanders are only 
the nobility and gentry without pay or reward. They are 
indeed perfed enough in their exercifes, and under very 
|ood discipline, wherein I faw no great merit ; for how 
uoold it be otherwife, where every farmer is under the 
command of his own landlord, and every citizen upder 
that of the principal men in his own city, chofen after 
the manner of Venice by ballot F 

Ihave often feen the militia of Lorbrulgrud drawn out 
toexercife in a great field near the city of twenty miles 
fyan. They were in all not above twenty five thoufand 
root^and iix thoufand horfe : but it was impoiiible forme 
tDtompute their number, confidering the fpace of ground 
tiiey took up. A cavalier, mounted on a large deed, might 
be about ninety feet high. I have feen this whole body of 
korfe, upon a word of command, draw their fwords at 
once, and brandifli ihem in the air. Imagination can figure 
nothing fo grand, fo furprifing, and fo aftonifhing ! Jt look- 
«1 as ir ten thoufand flafhes of lightning were daiting at 
the fame time from every quarter of the Iky. 

I was curious to know how this Prince, to whofe do- 
minions there is no accefs from any other country, came 
to think of armies, or to teach his people the pra<flice of 
military difcipline. But I was foon informed both bycon- 
veriation and reading their hiftories : ft)r in the courfe of 
many ages they have been troubled with the fame difeafe 
to which the whole race of mankind is fubjedl; the nobi- 
lity often contending for power, the people for liberty, 
and the King for abfolute dominion. All which, however 
happily tempered by the laws of that kingdom, have been 
ibffletimes violated by each of the three parties, and have 
more than once occafioned civil wars, the lall whereof 
was happily put an end to by this Prince's grandfather 
in a general compofition ; and the militia, then fettled 
with common confent, hath been ever fince kept in the 
":duty. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. Vill. 

Thi King and Pueen make a progrefs to the frontiers^ Wf 
author attends them. The manner in njubich be leam 
the ccuntry <very particularly related. He retfims H 
England *• 

I Had always a (Irong impulfe, that I (hoald fome time 
recover my liberty, tho' it was impoifible ' to cx»* 
jc^ure by what means, or to form any projedl with du 
leaft hope of fuccceding. The fhip in which I failed wii 
the firft ever known to be driven within fight of tlul 
coall, and the King had given ftrid orders, that if ataoj 
time another appeared, it fhould be taken aOiore, and 
with all its crew and pafTengers brought in a tnmbrj 
to Lorbrulgrud. He was ftrongly bent to get me t ifo- 
man of m} own fize, by whom I might propagate dw 
breed : but I think I fhould rather have died, than under- 
gone the difgrace of leaving a pofterity to be kept in cage 
Tike tarn? Canary birds, and perhaps in time (old abort 
the kingdom to perfons of quality for curiofities. I wa 
indeed treated with much kindnefs : I was the favonrite 
of a great King and Queen, and the delight of the whok 
court ; but it was upon fuch a foot, as ill became the dig- 
nity of human kind. I could never forget thofedomcfiic 
pledges I had left behind me. I wanted to be among 
people with whom I could converfe upon even terms, and 
walk about the ftreets and fields, without being afraid of 
being trod to death like a frog, or a young puppy. Bat 
my deliverance came fooner than J expefted, and ini 
manner not very common : the whole ftory and circan- 
ftanccs of which I fhall faithfully relate. 

I had now been two years in this country ; and about 
the beginning cf the third Glumdalclitch and I attend- 
ed the King and Queen in a progrefs to xh^/btah coaftof 
the kingdom. I was carried as ufual in my travelllng-boXi 
which, as 1 have already defcribed, was a very convem- 
cnt clofct of twelve feet wide. And I had ordered t 
hammock to be fixed bv filken ropes from the four oat' 
ners at the top, to break the jolts, when a (eryant carried 

xne 

• Cu.'llver's cfcape fiom TitoXj^vB^vv^^^ v^ >ksss^ww»^ ^»fis«^ 
and decent. Orrery * 
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before him on horfeback, as T fonietimesdcfurd, and 

mid often flrep In my haratnock wbik we were ypon 

roacL Or the roof of my clofet, not dircdly over 

ic fisidclle of the haTrmiock, Icrdertrd tbe jaiiicr to ctit 

oMi a hole of :i foot fquare, to give mc air Injiot weaihrr, 

as I ficpt; which hole T ffiut ai pleafore wiili s boards 

that drew 1 irds throiii 

WrfBK v^ :ey*£fjid, i iii 

'to pa.fs d few tiiys ftl a palace he hath iKar rlaji- 

, a city within eightceti Englifli miles of the fea- 

iide. Gltimdaldnch and I were much fatigued : 1 had 

tritir^n a fm all cold» but the poor girl was fo ill as lo be 

d to her chamber, I longed to fee the oceanj 

rniiR be the only fcene of my efcapCj if ever it 

yen. 1 pretei^ded m be worfe than J reaUy was, 

. ^ leave to take the freHi air of the ft a wUh a 

e> whom 1 wa,% very fond of* and who had fometimes 

truflfd with me, 1 ihall never forget wiiii what 

. ill in gut ia Glumdalclkch cofifeiitedj nor the flrifl 

_tiirge fhe gave the page to be carcfij] of me, buriling at 

the fame time into a flood of tears, as if fhe had fome 

foreboding of what wa£ to happen. The boy took me 

out in my box abcut half mi hour's walk from the palace 

' ■ ' ''iOrc* I or' ' ' -n toftt 

fnyfufhe^ awtft- 

At I har! 1 

ip iu niy ; 1 

ft m» ar<' jp 

!i 
- » 
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with i 
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fty ^hnl3dow5, and could fee iiothin| bat the dmids i 
■fty ♦ I Heard a noifc juil over my head like the dap 
wmg?, and iHeti began co perceive the woeful cofi3 
wru ID, tliat fame eaglr had got the ring of 
III beak, with au intent to let it fall on a, r©r 
loile in a fhell, nnd ihea pick out my body, aiui Jc.o»| 
_U ^ for tJic f*|5adt>' and fmell of tfcis bird enable^l him ill 
»-cr hiscjuarij^ nt a ^reM diikoce, tha* bcncf-Mli'l 
Jed than I could be within a two inch boar<L 
Tn a little time 1 ohferved the noife and Aupm «f| 
is'tng^ to iocreafe very fall, and my box was toffed ^1 
and down like a frgn io a windy day. I heard fevedl 
bangs or buffets, as I thought, given to the eagle (Ail 
fcch I am certain it muft have been that held the rb^i'l 
my boac in his beak) and then all on a rodden felt otMil 
falling perpendicularly down for aboTrc a minute, bnt^l 
fech incredible fwiftneft that I almoft loft my ^-""-' Mj 
fall was flopped by a terrible fquafh» that foti d^X 

to my cars than the cataradl of Niagara * i ati^r v/aidill 
iwas c|uiie in thp dark for anotlier minute, and then of I 
box began to rik fo high that I could fee light fraai ill I 
top-tof the windows. I now perceived that Iwaa iklkBi^l 
10 the fea. My box, by the weight of my bodv, ill 1 
goods that were in, and the broad plates of iion £x<dfiii| 
flrength at the four comers of the top and bottom^ i 
cd about five feet depth In water. I did then, and dot 
flippofc, that the eagle which fiew away with roy booirtl 
purfucd by two or three others , and forced to let me d««f 
while he defended himfelf agsinft the reft, w^haliopedn 
fhare in the prey. The plates of iron i-aflened at ihr hiri- 
lorn of the box (for thofe were the ilront^eft) p^ 
the balance while it fell, and hindered it front bei«g 
ken on the furface of the water* Every joint of it wast 
grooved; and the door did not move on hinws, 
and down tike a fa^, which kept my dofel m tight llii 1 

vert 



•Niagara is a ffrttJement <?r r' '" 
aii4 the cntirafV Li pr<^diic<:J by 
(f^fmtd of the funr vaft lakirtof Ca.,..*.. 
ihe perpend iculaf hclgjjt ot '^\a^ \'- 
fevcn feet: Ani Vi is f^^i \^ \i3iNc v^- 
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lery Ktde water came in. I j^t with much difficulty 
.«itof my hammock, having &St ventured to draw back 
Ae flip-lx>ard on the roof a&eady mentioned, contrived 
on porpofe to let in the air, for want of which I found 
■jrfeif almoA ftifled. 

How often did I then wi(h myfelf with my dear Glum - 
daiditch, from whom one fingle hour had fo far divided 
ne! And I may (ay with truth, that in the midft of my 
CRrn misfortunes I could not forbear lamenting my poor 
Borie, the grief (he would fufFer for my lofs, the difplea- 
ive of the Queen, and the ruin of her fortune. Perhaps 
any travellers have not been under greater difficulties 
lid Mrefs than I was at this jun£iure, expe^ng every 
noflKBt to (ee my box daihed to pieces, or at leaA overfet 
bf the firH violent blaft or ridng wave. A breach in one 
S^le pane of glafs would have been immediate death : 
I* ooald any thing have preferved the windows but the 
irang lattice-wires placed on the outdde againfl accidents 
iatiavelling. I faw the water ooze in at feveral crannies, 
jUio' the leaks were not condderable, and 1 endeavour- 
ei to ftop them as well as I could. I was not able to 
Ht op the roof of my clo(et, which other wife I certainly 
Aould have done, and fat on the top of it, where I might 
It lea(l pre(erve myfelf fome hours longer than by being 
fliot up (as I may call it) in the hold. Or if I efcaped 
Aeic dangers for a day or two, what could I expedl but 
I ini(enible death of cold and hunger ? I was four hours 
wder thefe circumftances, expecting, and indeed wilhing 
Way moment to be my laft. 

. I have already told the reader, that there were two 
fcong ftaples fixed upon that fide of my box which had 
10 window, and into which the fervaiit who ufed to 

Sme on horfeback would put a leathern belt, and 
c it about his waifl. Being in this difconfolate ftate, 
1 heard, or at leaft thought I heard fome kind of grating 
loifc on that fide of my box where the ftaples were fixed, 
lid foon after 1 began to fancy, that the box was pulled 
W towed along in the fja ; for I now and then felt a fort 
of tugging, which made the waves rife near the tops of 
toy windows, leaving mc almoll in the dark. This gave 
pie fome faint hopes of relief ; altho' I was not able to 
Wgine how it could be brought about. I veivtvrced xo 
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unfaew one of my chairsi, whkh were always faHend 
» fhc floor* and faring inade ti hard iluTt to faew it i 
Ipgain diie^^ly mider the fiipping-boajd that t had 
opened, J mounted on the chair, nnd putting my md 
ai near as I could to the hole, I called for help in a load 
vokc, and in all the languages 1 underJloodi I then h- 
Itcried my handkerchief to a iHck I ufoally carried, and 
thi ailing it up the Hole waved it ieveral times in the air, 
that if any boat or ihip were near» the feamen might ^ 
jeilure To me tm happy mortal to be fhut np in the 1 

I found no effie£l from all I <^buld do, but pkunl^ 
cdved my clofet to he moved ajong; and h tbej 
an honr^ or better, that fide of the box where thj 
were» and had no window, llruck again ft fomcthmg 
was hard, I apprehended it to he a rDck^ and fog 
felf to fled more than ever. I plainly heard a no 
the cover of my clofet like that of a cable, and 
ting of it as it paflcd thro* the ring. I then found 
hoilled up by degrees at leaft three feet higher 
was before* Whereupon I again thrull up my Hick] 
handkerchief, calling for help till I was almoft hoarfeT 
return lo which, 1 heaj^ a great ihout repeated 
dmes, giving me fuch tranfports of joy as arc not td 
conceived but by thofe who fed them. I now heard a 
tJampling over my head, and fomebody calling thro* the 
hole with a loud voice in the Engliih tongoCp If there [ 
any body below, let them fpeak* I anfwered, I 
"Snglifliman, drawn by ill fortane into the greatcft i 
nity that ever any creature underwent, and begged 
II that was moving to be delivered oat of the dung 
I was in» The voice replied^ I was fafe^ for my box! 
faflened to their ihip ; and the carpenter ihould imn 
ately come and law a hole in the cover large enc 
pnll me out, I anfwered, that w^s needlefs* and wij 
take up too much time, for there was no more to be i 
but let one of the crew put his finger into the ring, 
take the box out of the fea into the ftiip, and fo mti 
' n's cabbin*. Some of them upon hearing mc i 

* Ttitte *rc fevcral Ijttk itiddenrs whiirh flicw the aath 
have hail » deep knovilcilge of human nanti*; and I 
ilui h :,ltho^ the piiiKipal advantage* 5Utointmc< 
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wildly thought I was mad : others laughed ; for indeed' 
it never came into my head that 1 was now got amon;; 
people of my own ftature and ftrength. The carpcnttr 
came, and in a few minutes fawcd a pafTagc about four 
feet iquare, then let down a fmall ladder, upon which I 
mounted, and from thence was taken into the fhip in a 
very weak condition. 

The failors were all in amazement, and afked me a 
thonfand queilions, which I had no inclination to anfwer. 
I was equally confounded at the fight of fo many pigmies, 
ibrfach I took them to be, after having fo long accu- 
ftpmed mine eyes to the monftrous objedls I had left. But 
the Captain, Mr. Thomas Wilcocks, an honeft worthy 
SJuoplhireman, obferving 1 was ready to faint, took me 
iotolikcabbin, gave me a cordial to comfort me, and 
. Mdtvi^eiur/2 in upon his own bed, advifing me to take 
ili<dereil, of which I had great need. Before 1 went 
(pfleep, I gave him to undeiiland that I had fome valu- 
mIc furniture in my box too good to be loll ; a fine ham- 
Qock, an handfome fieldbed> two cliairs, a table and a 
Cabioet That my clofet was hung on all fides, or rather 
flniltcd, with filk and cotton : that if he would let one of 
toe crew bring my clofet into his cabbin, I would open it 
there before him and (hew him my goods. The Captain 
hearing me utter thefe abfurdities concluded I was raving: 
however (I fuppofe to pacify me) he promifed to give or - 
deras I defired, and going upon deck fent fome of his 
men down into my clofet, from whence (as I afterwards 
fcttnd) they drew up all my goods, and Ilripped off the 
Quildng ; but the chairs, cabinet, and bedftead, being 
foewea to the floor, were much damaged by the igno- 
rance of the feamen, who tore them up by force. Then 
they knocked off fome of the boards for the ufe of the 
fliip ; and when they had got all they had a mind for let 
the hull drop into the fea, which byreafon of many breach- 
es made in the bottom and fides funk to rights. And in- 

VoL. J I. M deed 

GnlBver in the beginning of this chapter, of min^Unnr aijain a- 
Wong his countrymen, depended on their being of the lame Hr.c 
»ilh himfelf; yet this is tbrgotten, in his ardour to be dtli- 
Wed: and he is afterwards betrayed into the fame abfurdity, by 
hii zeal to prcftrvc his furniture. Ha-whcf, 
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Idt^cii l»was glad not to have been a fpcdlator of the ha-| 
[vQck'rtiiry made ; bccaufe 1 am cojiddcnc k would have 
Jfenilbly touched me by bringing former paiTages into my 
miticl, which I had mihcr forget, 

f flepr Come hours, but perpetually di^urbed with. 
Ldjeanis of the place 1 had left, and the dangers I had e— 
picaped. However, upon waking I fcjund royfelf muct^- 
recovered* ft was tiow about eight oVlock at night, atn ^L 
the Captain ordered fypper imtrrediately, tiiinking I h^t^B 
alneirdy faftcJ too long. He entertained me with grea^H 
kindnefs, obfefving me not to look wildly, or talk inoon- 
liftently ; and. when we were Itfi alone, defired I woulc' 
Igive him a relation of my travels, and by what accident ^ 
[came to be fet adrift in dial monilrous wooden chdi He 
faid» that about twelve o'clock at noon, a^ he was look- 
ing thro' his ghfSf he fpied it at a diflanee, and thcughl 
,iE was a fail, which he had a mind to iBake. being 

nuch out of his courre, id hopes of buying iome I 
'tis own beginning to fail fhort. That upon coming 
er, and finding his error, he fent out his long-T 
l^difcover what I wa& ; that his men came back in a i 
fwearing they had feen a fwimmmg boufe. That hi 
laughed at their folly^ and wenthimfelf in the boat, vti 
lilenng his men to take a Ibong cable along with ihem- 
rThat the weather being calm^ he rowed round me fevciaJ 
times* obfcrved my windows, and the wire -lattices i 
defended them. That he difcovered two Ikples 
one fide, which was all of hoards without any pailkg 
light. He then commanded his men to row up to 111 
iide, and fallening a cable to one of the liapleSj order 

to tow my chi^ft (as they called it) to war da the 
Hup. When it was there, he gave dircfliona to fallcxi 
laiiother cable to the ring iixed in the cover, and to raifd 
I my chcll with p ulHes, which all ihe failora were noE 
able to do at>ove two or three fecc. He faid, they faw 
u\y flick ;md handkerchief diruft out of the hole* an4 
concluded tliat fome unhappy man muft be iliut ap in the 
^avity, I aikcd, whether he or the crew had T* - 
prodigious birds in the air about the time he i^ 
r cred me f to w h i ch he an fnered > that , d i fc on i J j . 
nancr with the failors wbWc 1 v-'^^t^ t^dcje^, one of "than j 
he had djir^ed tltxree cajj.cv ^'ja^l^ \ci^w4^ 

mttil 
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of their being larger thm 



le mull be imputed to ihc 

I ; and he could nnt gucfi the 

I rlien afked tlie C^ipLain, how 

i we might be from land I he faid, by ibc 

>n ht could make, we were ut kafl sti , 

igucii, I afi'ured him that he muft bt millak<?tl 

alf ; for I had not left the coatitry fro^ 

'heace r c;uiie above two houia before 1 diopc into tbe 

Whereupon he beg^n ^^-am to think that fliy brain 

s diflufbed, of which : rieahintt and ad^Ued 

"^^^ to bed in a cabb-.. *^l ..id provided* J ailkred 

wc]\ refrcfbed with his good entertainnjcut 

Hi^ioy, and :r —■,']■ fn my knki ^ ever I wan in 

, He then ^ jus, and defired to alk me 

whether I wrre nut iroubled in mind by the con- 

tifndV of fotne enormouji crimen for which 1 wi\5 pu- 

At the commaTid of fonie prince by cxpofuig me 

cbcft, as great criminals in other countries hive 

rcifd to fca in a leaky vefTel without proviAons ; 

io' he ibould be forry to have taken fo ill a man 

fliip, yet he would engage his word to fei mi: 

ore in the firli pojt where we arrived* He add- 

1^ fnfpicions were much incfeafed by fomc very 

|I cches I bad delivered at firftto the failors» and 

a to himklf, in relation to my dofet or chei^ 

by in y odd looks and behaviour while 1 wm 

at tapper. 

r li f^red his patience to hear me tell my ilory, whkk 

I , did from the M time I left England to the 

.-.he ftrft difeovered tne* And as truth always 

h its way into rational minds^ fo this honeil wojthy 

^^n, who had fome tln£lmre of learning, and very 

, was immediately convinced of my candour 

ly. Buu farther to confiim all 1 hj.d fiiid, I 

him to gjte order that my cabmet Qiould be 

of which I had tlie key in my pocket (for he 

idy informed me how the feamen ddpolcJ of my 

.) 1 ' ' \i in his own prefencpt and ihewed 

h;m the f.n ;on of ruritics I made In the country 

f. '^ 1 liid btcn fo III angely delivered* Inhere 

a; . . ...tib I had co arrived out ol tht &um^s Ci^ vxv^ 
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King's bent d, and another of thefamematenals, but i 
cd into a paring of her Majdly's thumb* nail which fd 
Yed for ihc back* There was a colk£tion of needles aa 
pins from a foot to half a yard long ; four wafp-flmg 
like jnincr& tacks j feme combings of the Queen*5 ha 
a gold ring whjc}i one day the made me a prefent of 
amort obliging manner, taking it from her lirtlc tinge 
and throwing it mer my head lilce a collar. 1 defired ^ ^ 
Captain would pleafc to accept this ring in return of 
civiJities J which he at- refufed* I fhewed htn 

corn that I had cut ifi • ly own hand from a ma 
of honour's toe ; it w«s abuut the bignefs of a Krnril 
pippin, and grown fo hard» that, when I returned 
England, I got it hollowed into a cup, and fet in Ijlvfi 
Laftly, J defired him to fee the breeches I had ihcfi oi 
which were made of a moofe*s fltiti* 

1 could force n<> thing on him but a footman*s to 
which i obferved him to examine with great curioftl 
and found he had a fancy for it. He received it with i 
ban dance of thanks, more than fuch a trifle could i 
fcrve. It was drawn by an unlkilful furgeen in a miMfi 
from one of Glumdaklitch's men^ who was aftlidled w'nH 
the tQoth*ack, but it was as found aE any in his head, X 
got it cleaticd, and put it into my cabinet, It was abooC 
a foot long, and four inches in diameter. 

The Captain was very well fatisfied with this plain ] 
ktion 1 had given him, and laid, he hoped, when we i 
turned to E.ngiand, I would oblige the world, by put * 
it on paper, and making it public. My anfwer was. th 
I thought we were already over ilocked with books \ 
travels : that nothing could now pafs which was not i 
trfl ordinary I wherein I doubted ibme authors I efs co| 
iuked truth, than their own vanity, or Intereft, or 1 
diverfion of ignnrant readers : that my fto ry could i 
tain little befides common events, without thofe orna 
tal dcfcriptions of ftrange planti, trees, biids, und 
animals i or of the barbarous cuftoms and idolatry < 
vagc people, with which moH writers abound. Ho 
ever, 1 thanked him for his good opinion, gai4 proa 
to take the matter into my thoughts. 

He laid, he wonderedal oue tVkm|; very much , whii 
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King or Qaeen of that country were thick of hearing. I 
told him, it was what I had been ufed to for above two 
years paft ; and that I admired as much at the voices of 
him and his men, who feemed to me only to whifper, and 
yet I could hear them well enough. But, when f fpoke 
in that country, it was like a man talking in the flreet to 
another looking out from the top of a fleeple, unlefs 
when I was placed on a table, or held in any perfon's 
hand. 1 told him, I had likewife obferved another 
thing, that when I firfl got into the fliip, and the failors 
flood all about me, I thought they were the moil little 
contemptible creatures I had ever beheld. For indeed,. 
i whiloJ was in that Prince's country, I could never en- 
t doreto^ook in a glafs, after mine eyes had been accuflom- 
ll <d to fuch prodigious objeds ; becaufe the comparifon 
B ftve me Co defpicable a conceit of myfelf The Captain 
ff. te, that while we were at fupper he obferved me to 
hot at every thing with a fort of wonder, and that I 
often feemed hardly able to contain my laughter, which 
lie knew not well how to take, but imputed it to Tome 
^ifinder in my brain. I anfwered, it was very true ; and 
i wondered how I could forbear, when 1 faw his diihes 
of the fize of a filver three-pence, a leg of pork hardly a 
nonthful, a cup not fo big as a nut-fhell ; and fo I went 
on, deicribing the red of his houfhold-ilufF and provifions 
after the fame manner. For altho* the Queen had or- 
dered a litde equipage of all things neceffary for me, 
wMe I was in her fervice, yet my ideas were wholly taken 
apwith what I faw on every fide of me, and 1 winked at 
By own littlenefs, as people do at their own faults. The 
Captain underftood my raillery very well, and merrily re- 
plied with the old Englifh proverb, that he doubted mine 
«yes were bigger than my belly, for he did not obferve 
*y ftomach To good altho' I had fafted all day ; and, 
Qmtinuing in his mirth, protefted he would have gladly 
given an hundred pounds to have feen my clofet in the 
Cade's bill, and afterwards in its fall from fo great a 
height into the fea ; which would certainly have been a 
■oft aftonilhing objeft, worthy to have the defcription of 
it tranfinitted to future ages : and the com^M\fow c>^ 
Riaetoii was fo obvious, that he could not {r>r>^2kt t^^^Vj- 
ijfxf, aJtho'I did not much admirt ti\e coiieew. 

M 3 Tv^«. 
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The Captain, having been at Tonquin, was in his re- 
turn to England driven north-eaftward to the latitude of 
44 degrees, and of longitude 143. But meeting a trade- 
wind two days after I came on board him, wc failed 
fouthward a long time, and coafting New-Holland, kept 
our courfe weft-fouth-weft, and then fouth-fouth-weft, 
till we doubled the Cape of Good-Hope. Our voyage 
was very profperous, but I fhall not trouble the reader 
with a journal of it. The Captain called in at one or two 
ports, and fent in his long-boat for prpvifions and frefli 
water, but I never went out of the (hip till we came into 
the Downs, which was on the third day of June 1 706, a- 
bout nine months after my eicape. I offered to leave 
my goods in fecurity for payment of my freight ; bat 
the Captain protefted he would not receive one farthing* 
We took a kind leave of each other, and I made hiiih 
promife he would come to fee me at my houfe in RedrifF* 
I hired a horfe and guide for five (hillings, which 1 bor- 
rowed of the Captain. 

As I was on the road, obferving the littleness of the 
houfes, the trees, the cattle, and the people, J began to 
think myfelf in Lilliput. I was afraid of trampling on e- 
very traveller 1 met, and often called aloud to have them 
fland out of the way, fo that I had like to have gotten 
one or two broken heads for my impertinence. 

When I came to my own houfe, for which I was for- 
ced to inquire, one of the Servants opening the door, I 
bent down to go in (like a goofe under a gate) for fear 
of flriking my head. My wife ran oat to embrace me, 
but I ftooped lower than her knees, thinking flie could o- 
therwife never be able to reach my mouth. My daugh- 
ter kneeled to afk me blefling, but 1 couM not fee her till 
fhe arofe, having been fo long ufed to (land with my head 
and eyes ere6l to above fixty feet ; and then 1 went to 
take her up with one hand by the waift. I looked down 
upon the fervants, and one or two friends who were in 
the houie, as if they had been pigmies, and 1 a giant. I 
told my wife fhe had been too thrifty, for 1 found fhe 
had ftar\'ed herfelf and her daughter to nothing. In 
fhort, 1 behaved myfelf fo unaccountably, that they were 
all of the Captain's opinion when he fird faw me, and con- 

• daded 
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dnded I had loft my wits. This I mention as anlnilance 
of the mat power of habit and prejudice. 

Im a little time, I and my family and friends came to a 
light underftanding : . but my wife protefled I fhould ne- 
ver go to fea any more ; altho' my evil delliny fo order- 
ed, that ihe had not power to hinder me, as the reader 
nay know, hereafter. In the mean time, 1 here conclude 
the fecond part of my unfortunate voyages *• 



^ * From the whole of theft two voyages to Lillipiii and Brob- 

t tfagnig, arifes one general remark,, which, however obvious, ha& 

b kcD overlooked by thofe who conflder them as little more than 

I Ac r^rt of a wanton imagination. \^'hcn human anions are 

f iftribed to pigmies and giants, there are few that do not excite 

other contempt, difguft, or horror. To afcribe them therefore 

[ to filch beings, was perhaps the moll probable method of enga- 

I Cuig the mind to examine them with attention, and jndge of 

. them. with impartiality, by fiifpending the faftination of habit, 

*od exhibiting familiar objcOs in a new light. Tbe uie of the 

'^ then is not ie(s apparent, than important and extenfive ; and 

lliat this ufe was intended by the author, can be Jonbttd only by 

thofe who are dilpofed to affirm, that order and regularity are the 

«fcfts of chance. ■ Huivktf. 

Upon reading over the two firfl oarts of thefc travels, I think 
that I can difcover a very great retemblance between certain paf- 
figes in GnlKver*s voyage to Lilliput, and the voyage of Cyrano 

fc fiergerac ta the fim and moon. Cyrano dc Bcrgerac is a 

I'reocb author of a Hngular chara6lcr, who bad a vt-ry peculiar 
turn oif wit and humour, in many refpci5ls reftLibling thatof Swift. 
Be wanted the advantages of learning, and a regular education. 
His imagination was lefs guarded and correal, but more agreeably 
extravagant. He has introduced into his philofophical romance 
the lyftem of Defcartes (which wasthcn much admired) intermixed 
Hfith (everal 6ne Arokes of iufl fatire on the wild and im mechani- 
cal mquiries of the phiiofbphers and aftronomers of that age; and 
n many parts he has evidently directed the plan which the Dean 
«f St Patrick's has purfoed. Orrery. 



VOYAGE 

T O 

LAPUTA, BALNIBARBI, LUGGNAGG 
GLUBBDUBDRIB, and JAPAN*. 

CHAP. I. 

The author fets out on his third voyage, is taken hy fjrgltk 
The malice cf a Dutchman. His arrinial nt an ifieady 
He is received into Laputa. 



I 



Had not been at home above ten days, when Cap* 
tain William Robinfon a Comifh man, Commaiuk! 
of the Hope-welU a flout (hip of three hundred \m 
came ta my houfe: I had formerly been (urgeon of a- 
other fhip, where he was mailer and a fourth part owner, 

■ 



* The third part is in general written asainf^ chymilh, nitW- 
iDaticians, mechanics, and proje^ors of all kinds. 

Swift was little acquainted with mathematical koowlcd^ nk 
was prejudiced againfl it, by obferving the Orange cflcA^ it pit* 
~^ccd in thofc who applied themfelves entirely to that^ iocBCt 
No part of human literature has given greater ftrength to ihc 
mind, or has produced greater benefits to mankind, thaa tbcfiW' 
ral branches of learning that may pafs under the'genend denatti- 
nation of mathematics. But the abufcs of this fiudy, the lA, 
thin, immechanical refinements of it, are juft (ubjc€ls of fatire. 
The real ufc of kno\^\cd^t \& to \tiN\^o\^\.t^ xtf^vv* enervate the 
facuh'ws of rcafon. l-catnm^ ^t^tivw^Xt^ vcv\o ^ ^^cve^ <^^ tkA 
^«/5, uhcn it is not fupcuot vo ^\i^x.Vi ^^^^ScAv- 'TY»tt>ftiiV> 
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in- a voyage to the Levant; he had always treated me 
more like a brother than an inferior officer, and hearing 
of my arrival made me a vifit, as I apprehended, only 
out of friendihip ; for nothing pailed more than what is 

ufual 



powers are niofl evrdenr, when they are capable of exerting them' 
lelves in the fbcial duties of life; when they wear 00 chains, but 
can freely difcneage them/elves, and, like a found conditution of 
body, ri& chcarral, and more vigorous by the food they have ac 
quired, being neither opprefled; nor rendered Hupld by the labours 
of djgeftion. 

Lord* Bacon has joftly expofed the vain purfuits of odentations 
pedants in the diflferent parts of karaing ; and their vnaccountable 
temerity in deducing general rules from arbitrary maxims, or few 
experiments : he has likewife fixed upon a fure and certain bafis, 
the procedure and limits of the human undcrflanding. Swift has 
purfued the fame plan in a difierent manner, and has plactd the 
imaginary (chcmes of all pretenders, in a more ludicrous, and 
therefore in a more proper Hght. 

JUdiculum acri 
Fortius ac melius, magnas pkrumque fecat rts. 

He cannot be fuppofed to condemn u/eful experiments, or tfie 
right application of them : but he ridicules the vain attempts 
«od irregular produ^ons of thofe rafb men, who, like Ixion, em- 
bracing a cloud infte^ of a voddcfs, plagued the world with Ceq- 
taurs ; whilO Jupiter, from the embraces of a Juno, and an Alc« 
mena, bleiled the earth with an Hebe, and an Hercules. 

Orrery. 

Tht defign of Gulliver in his voyage to Laputa, is to ridicule 
the vain preten/ions of chymifh, mathematicians, projectors, 
and the rcA of that Ipeculative tribc^ who fpend their time in 
aerial fhidies, by 00 means calculated to improve the faculties of 
the mind, or to enlarge the number of ideas ; mathematicians 
(I mean thofe only who are entirely devoted to their circles, their 
telefcopes, and their laboratory) being a race of men fb very ab- 
ihra£tcd from all fublunary anairs, that fcarce one in twenty of 
them can give you a rational anfwer. However, indeed, a cer- 
tain degree of mathematical knowledge is, without difputc, ex- 
tremely neceflary in the purfuit of the itfculapian fcience, archi- 
tc^ure, and other ipecies of mechanics. But v^hen the foul ram- 
hl(s after a thoulaad cbixnxras, and the brain is wholly abfoibcd. 
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ufoal after long abfences* But repeating hia viixts often, 
exprefling his joy to find me in good health» aflcing wbc« 
ther I were now fettled for life, adding that he intended 
a voyage to the Haft-Indies in two months i at lafthe 
plainly invited me, tho' with fome apologies, to be far- 
geon of the fhip; that I fhould have another furgeon un- 
der me, beAdes our two mates ; that my falary ihould be 
double to the ufual pay ; and that having experienced 
my knowledge in fea- affairs to be at lead equal to his, he 
would enter into any engagement to follow my advior^ 
as much as if I had fliared in the command. 

He faid fo many other obliging things, and I knew Urn 
to be fb honeft a man, that 1 could not rejed his propo- ^ 
61 ; the tbirft I had of feeing the worlds notwitnlfamJ- 
ing my pafl misfortunes, continuing as violent af eter. 
The only difficulty that remained was to perfnade my 
wife, whofe confent however I at lad obtained by the 
profped of advantage (he propofed to her children. 

Wb fet out the 5th day of Auguft 1706, and arrived 
at Fort St. George the i ith of April 170^7. We fiaid 
there three weeks to refrefh our cnw, many of whom 
were fick. From thence we went to Tonquin, where 
the Captain refolved to continue fome time, becaufe many 
of the goods he intended to buy were not ready, nor 
could he exped to be diibatched in feveral months. 
Therefore, in hopes to defray fome of the chami he 
muft be at, he bought a floop, loaded it with Kvenl 

ferd 



in the confideration of the (everal powers of attra£tioB, repnUiet,'' 
and the circalattoa of the beavenJy bodies ; or when a proje£br, 
with (boty bands and face, is employed in hit laboratory in pro- 
ducing a confiderable degree of cold, in order to rcfrigcrare the 
air, and qualify the raging of the dog flar, ^-bich exaOly anfwcta 
to tbc project of extra^ng fun- beams out of cucumbers ; (hch 
foUtes and extravagancies are certainly the obje£ts of derifkai. 
And accordingly Dr Swift has laughed egregioofly in the voyaee 
to Laputa, and exerted a vein of humour, not againft the whole 
tribe of chymifts, projc£lors, and mathematicians in general ; but 
againft thofe, and thofe only,., who defpife the ulcful branches of 
fcience, and uafte their Lives in the purfitit of aerial vanities uJ 
extravagancies. Sulft. 
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forts of gni^"^' "'^itrewith the TonqatTielc nitiallr tn4c 
to the nci;. illands, and putting foortcai men on 

baaiJ* wlicicrM Lnne were of the countiy, h^ apf)ointed 
nic muller of the floDp* ood gave me power to traffic* 
while he tranfa^ed his affairs at Tonquin* 

We had not failed above three days, wheB» 4 gf€tt 
fl ; M vve were ddvcn 6ve days to the »orrh*nonk- 

L to the eall ; after which we had fair wta- 

tlici, t'Ut itill with a pretiy lliong gaJe from the ^c*l. 
Upon the icnth day we were chaced by two pymte^, 
who foon overtook os ; for my (loop was fo deep kden, 
fb.3it (he, failed very flow, neither were wc in a conditiO!i 
to defend otufclvee* 

Wi were boarded about the fame ume by both the 

pyratei, who etitcred furiouily at the head of their men i 

riut finding m all proftratc upon our faces (for fo 1 gave 

) they pkjoned tis wkh llroixg ropesj atid, fettlng a 

^_.jl1 ypon m, went to feajch the floop. 

I obtVrved among them a Dutchman, who fcctncd to 
l»c of fotJie auihanty, tho' he was not commander of d- 
iHer fliip. He knew us by our countenances to be En- 
gliihincn, 'f'* ^"M>ermp to m m hii own language, 
fworc we tied tack to back » and thrown into 

the fca, I lyi ^ ^' tokiably well; J told him who 

we were* and ti in conMeration of o*ir being 

' ' ' tnd i r»'i f neighbouring countries m 

icc, thai i iw5ve the Captains totske 

m. i JU5 in'iamed his rage, he repeated 
[ , And ruralng lo his companions, (poke 

V ' e m I he J>ipancfe language, as I fiip- 

|i e word thrtjimnat, 

1m two pyratc IIjios was commanded by 

a Jap - who fpoke a hide Dutch, but very 

ifttpcfteuiy* Ik came up to me, and after fcverjl que- 
flicns, uhich \ .inAvcTcd in vnr^i humility, he f;i»d we 
i' 111 a very low bow, mA 

1; 1. 1 \vn^ forry to find 

I : for 

in 



olien n- 



into die ft» /which they wo^ld not \\t\4 \ft iIski ^»* \"^ 
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ir.ife made me that T (hould not die) however prevailed 
fo far as to have a punilhment inflicted on me, worfe, in 
all human appearance, than death itfelf. My men were 
fent by an equal divifion into both the pyrate fliips, and 
my floop new manned. As to myfelf, it was determi- 
ned that 1 (hould be fct a-drift in a fmall canoe, with pad- 
dles and a fail, and four days provilions, which laH the 
Japanefe Captain was fo kind to double out of his own 
Horcs, and would permit no man to fearch me. I got 
down into the canoe, while the Dutchman ilanding upon 
tlie deck loaded mc with all the curfes and injurious terms 
his language could afford. 

About an hour before we faw the pyrales> I had ta- 
ken an obfervation, and found we were in the latitude of 
46- N. and of longitude 183. When I was at fomc di- 
fiance from the pyrates, I difcovered by my pocket-gjlafs 
feveral illands to the fouth-eall. 1 fet up my fail, the 
w ind being fair, with a defign to reach the neareft of 
thofe iflands, which I made a ihift to do in about three 
hours. It was all rocky, however I got many birds 
eggs, and flriking fire I kindled feme heath and dry fea- 
weed, by which I roafled my eggs. I eat no other flip- 
per, being refolved to fpare my provifions as much as I 
could. I pafTed the night under the fhelter of a rock, 
flrewing fbme heath under me, and flept pretty well. 

The next day I failed to another ifland, and thence to 
a third and fourth, fometimes ufmg my fail, and fome- 
times my paddles. But, not to trouble the reader with 
a particular account of my diflrefTcs, let it fuifice, that 
on the fifth day I arrived at the laft ifland in my fighU 
which lay fouth-fouth-eaft to the former. 

This ifland was at a greater diftance than I expedled, 
and I did not reach it in lefs than five hours. I encom- 
pafl!ed it almoft round, before I could find a convenient 
place to land in, which was a fmall creek about three 
times the widenefs of my canoe. I found the ifland to 
be all rocky, only a little intermingled with turfs of grafs, 
and fwect-fmelling herbs. I took out my fmall provifi- 
ons, and after having rcfrefl^.ed myfelf, I fecured the re- 
mainder in a cave, whereof there were great numbers. I 
gathered plenty of eggs upon the rocks, and got a quan- 
tity of dry fea-weed, and parched grafs, which I defign- 
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' to Irrndfc the next dzf^ and roaft my eggs ts wdl i* 
r I had iihonx me my flint» ilccl, njaC'^li, atnl 
a Is). I lay all nkht in the ca%'e where I hat! 
rfged my pmvifions. My oed was the fame dry p$I% 
' rca'Wt:ed which ! intended for fewel. 1 fie pt very 
lie, for the diiquieis of my mind prevailed over my 
earinefs, and kept mc awake* 1 coniidcred how im- 
flible it was to prefen^e my life in fo defolate n pbcei 
hovv mifemblr my end iniift he ; yei found myrdf 
Jlflkfs and dcfpondingt that I had not the hearr to 
tfid btfore I could get fpirits enough to creep out 
'my cave* the d^y was fo advanced. I walked a while 
rocks, the iky wa^ peffeflly dear, and the 
that I was forced to turn my face rroin.It;. 
'. ' ■ T] it became obfcnre, ^s I thought* ill 
: L-nt from what happens by the intcr- 
d Lluud^ I turned back, and perceived a vaJ! 
y between me and the fun, moving forwards- 
ifland ; it Teemed to be about two miles high, 
,,.: fun {tx or fcven minutes; but I did not ob- 
ne the idr to be much colder^ or the fky naore darken - 
th.in iff had flood under the fhade of a mountatii, 
ached nearer over the place where I waj» it 
: i<> be a firm fu balance, the bottom flat, fmootht 
id fhitiing very bright from the reflexion of the Tea be* 
>w. 1 itood upon a height about two handred yards 
Ljm the fliore, aiid iaw this vaR body d e fee n ding almolt 
^ a piwallel with me at hCs than an Englifh mik dillance, 
kook out my pocket-ptftrpeOftive, and could plainly dif-» 
ver numbers of people moving up and down the fiiei 
at, which appearea to be flopmg; b\it what thorf 
eopie were doing, I was not able to diflinguiOi, 
Tm'I natural love of life gave me fome inward motions 
* joy, and I was ready to entert;un a hope, thni this 
dventurc m]^'[ht ftime wav or other help to deliver me 
' • " ' • I 'i condition I was in. But at the 
Art hardly conceive my ni!omlli- 
cnt to bcr»Qjd af) iilittd in the air, t '..- mcd, 

^ho were able [ti* n ilioidd icem) to r^, . or pttt 

into a J ■ • motion, ^la they ^k^iicd* Bidt iwc^ ' 

kjfDoiacnon, I raiiicr dfciote xq t^KXx^ -^^v^^t^s^ 
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the iQand would take, becaufe k Teemed for a wKik to I 
l!ill. Yet foon ^ftcr it advanced Dearer, and 1 could i 
the ftdes of it encompalTcd wfth feveral gradations of gal - 
1 uric 5, and llairs at certain intervals to defcend from 
to the other. In the loweft gallery I beheld fome 
pie liOiing with long angling rods, and others looking ( 
I w^ved my cap (tor my hat was long iince worn owi) 
and my handkerchief towards the ifland; and upon its 
nearer approach I called and Ihouted with the utmali. 
i^rength of niy vojcej and then, looking drcumrpe^Iyj" 
beheld a crowd gacheied to that fide which WEa moilj 
my view. I found by dieir pouiting towards me audi 
each other, thni they plainly difcovered me^ akho' i 
made no leturn to my ihouting. But I couJd fee fouf| 
five men rnnning in great hafte op the ftairs to the I 
of the ifland, who then difappeared* I happened righd 
to conjedure, that thefe were fent for orders to Coil 
perfonin authority opon this occafion. 

The number of people encreafed, and in lefsthan ] 
nn hour the ifland was moved and raifcd in fuch a m^ 
ner» that the low eft gallery appefired in a parallel of I 
than 3 El hundred yards dilUnce from the height wherj 
Hood' 1 then put my! elf into the moil f^ipplicating 
fly res, and fpoke in the humbleit accent, but^received | 
anfwer. Thofe, who {lood neareft over again fi tL 
feemed to be perfons of diJlin^on, as f fuppofed by l\m 
habits '^^^y conferred earnefUy with each other, Ic 
ing often upon me. At length one of them called out 
a clear, polite, fmooth dialeil, not unlike in found 
thehalian* and therefore 1 returned an anfwer in tH 
languagi?, hoping at leaft that the cadence might 
more aereeable to his ears. Altho' neither of us under* 
ilood the other, yet my meaning wa^ eaiily known^ 
the people fjiw the diilrds I w^as in. 

Th£y made figns for me to come down from the i 
and go towards the iliore, which J accordingly did i 
the flying illand being raifed to a convenient height, 
verge diredly over me^ a chain was let down Jroni tl 
low eft gallery with a feat fallened to die boiiomp to w¥ 
1 ^^cd myfeif, and wa^ drawn up by pnllies. 
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B&mQun and Mffcftlmt 0/ ii€ L^ptitiam ^/criM* 
Am aummi tf ihiir it^Mittg* 0/ tbi #'-' — -' ^*/ 
fo»r/, 'Jl^i s^hsTi tiafikn thttt. Tt^ ^U 

T my alighting 1 was iurroonJcd with acroib^ of 

file, byt thcle who ftocKl oeaidi leeme^ ro be 

->yality. They beheM me wiih. all the puiks 

laocea of woiulerj neither intlecti waj I mtkh 

t>t I having nevei till then feen a race of mof- 

tlar ID their Hsapea, habits, aoil cotnncnanccv* 

^ right OT ihc 

fl one of their eyes Itifoed In w aid, and t' :ti- 

._iy pp to the xeniOi *. Their oatwajd g:; re 

^Omed with the figures ef fan?^, nitjoos, an J :- 

aca wiih dtofc of fidaLes, Hutest han rfs, 

jitaj't, harpiicortb, mxd maoyothef inn,'.,irr.- ■- ■•.: \n\^ 

onkncwn to us xiiEtuop« 1 obfcrvec heirc ; m iKcrc 

fiy in tlifi habit of fervants with abbwu bladder fajlen- 

likc 1 fiayl to the end of a ihoix itick, which they 

med in their hands. In each bladder was a fmall q nan- 

ity of dried peafe, or litde pebbles (as I was afterwards 

formed). With thefe bladders they ucw atsd tica fl^fi- 

cd the mouth; and ears of thofe who flood nc*ir ihcm, 

'whkh pradice i could not then conceive the meaning. 

>r thefe peopje a/e ib Eiken up wiSi 

that they ijekher caa fpeak, nor at* 

? of others, withot^^ ' 

. ix-^^n theorgnniDt 

'".m thofe jsetfons w} 

ij^tt al J A Jfap^fr fihe ori;, 

r£uajiy, ai^ oijc' of their aomeftit 
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of this officer is, when two, three, or more perfons are 
iQ company, gently to ilrike with his bladder the mouth 
of him who is to fpeak, and ^e right ear of him or them 
to whom the fpeaker addreileth himfelf. This f offer is 
lik«wife employed diligently to attend his mailer in his 
"Walks, and upon occafton to give him a foft flap on his 
eyes, becaufe he is always fo wrapped np in cogitation, 
that he is in manifeft danger of falling down every pre- 
cipice, and bouncing his head aeainfl every poft ; and in 
the ilreets of juilling others, or being jufUedhixiLfelf into 
ihe kennel. 

It was neceflary to give the reader this information, 
without whidi he wonld be at the fame lofs with me to 
nnderftand the proceedings of thefe people, as ther con- 
duced me up the ikirs to the top oi^the iflajid, ana ^m 
ithence to the royal palace. While we were afcending, 
they forgot feveral times what they were about, and left 
me to myfelf, till their memories were again roafed by 
their flappers ; for they appeared altogether unmoved I7 
the fight of my foreign habit and countenance, and hy 
the fhouts of the vulgar, whofe thoughts and minds were 
more difengaged. 

At lai^ we entered the palace, and proceeded into the 
chamber of prefence. where I faw the King feated on his 
throne, attended on each fide by perfons of prime quali- 
ty. Before the throne was a large table filled with globes 
and fpheres, and mathematical inilruments of all kinds. 
His Majefty took not the leaft notice of us, altho' our 
entrance was not without fuflicient noife by the concouHe 
-of all perfons belonging to the court. But he was thes 
■deep in a problem, and we attended at leaft an hour, be- 
fore he could folve it. There ftood by him on each fide 
a young page with flaps in their hands, and when they fav 
he was at leifure, one of them gently flruck his mouth, 
and the other his right ear; at which he flartcd like one 
awaked on the fudden, and looking towards me and the 
-company I was in. recoUedled the occaflon of our comingv 
-whereof he had been informed before. He fpoke fomc 
ivords, whereupon immediately a young man with a flap 
came up to my fide, and flapt me gently on the right 
car, but I made ilgns as well as I could, that I had no 
occafion for fuch an inlbrument i which, as I afterwards 
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^nmdt gsve his M^e^ and die whole i^oizrt a fcrrmetii 
opinion ot'my uzultTttBadiitg. Tl^c King^ at fin* as X conM 
^onMhtr?, alkcxl ine /evcrsbl <{iiril]orns, and J wddreSkd 

if to hiiii m ^1 tKe kagiAges I had* When h wm 

\ that i cod d neither i»ndi?rlbni^, nof be under- 

1 waA condndled I lem ai 

^ bcr, {this Prince b. . all his 

-s for his hofpiiaJity lo ihamgcx*) wh&re two 

rre appointed to attend ssc^ My dinner was 

Iwatjght, and four pedonsof qtiahty, whom J neinenibered 

io have ieen very near the King's pcrfctii^ did mc the 

tiooour to dioc with me. We had two cotirfea of three 

iiir.tM. t^3ch- In the firft cciurfe there was a fliotilder of 

: into an a^uil^ieral triaagle^ a pietc^ of beef 

. ;*.^.mboides, ami a pudding ijito a cycloid. The 

^ coorfe wat two dncks trniTed tip into the form of 

:♦ laufagcs and podding s re^aiibljng flute's and hiittt- 

and ii preall of veal in the fliape of a harp* The 

ic7>an|f Cflt our h/ead into cones, cylitidere, parallclo- 

^nUBn, and fo'cral athef mathemau(*a1 figarea- 

' ' !e bold to aCk the names 

. and thofe noLie ptt' 
• " ■ ' ■ iVc 
--at. 

. :ak, or whatever 

mner trtV eomfitny teitfadi^airf and a periba^ 
•Tdes- aicended by a J^^'^fp^^- 

■, an J rnncr, sncl thrr-e nr 

^- •-,■ - -. ■]!>, 

^vn :* great number oi tvfird^ in 

"1- f iVfr. a^rri in il tlu m r I lilcQ- 

FOf 

-. ,. ,^.... ,.- .^^vh tome* 

a bgi^, to fic, or to ^nd> 

i li^it I took down the fcntence 




MIIU IfiC J live. 



f. He d^cw^^ed iiie ailo in otic of his books the 
the fi.i: — - J ... -L . r.. ,|^^ jj^ 

d poUr nations 
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names and defcriptions of all the mufical inftrnments, and 
the general terms of art in playing on each of them. 
After he had left me, I placed all my words with their 
interpretations in alphabetical order. And thus in a finr 
days, by the help of a very faithful memory, I got fome 
in fight into their language. 

The word, whidi I interpret the ,^iig oc Jhaiing 
ijlandy is in the original Laputa, whereof] could never 
learn the true etymology. Lap in the old obfolete lan^ 
guage fignifieth highy and vntuh a governor^ from whicl^ 
tliey fay oy corruption was derived Laputa, from Lapanp 
tuh. But I do not approve of this derivation, which 
feems to be a little ilrained. 1 ventured to ofier to the 
learned among them a conjedlure of my own, that Lir 
puta was quaji lap outed\ lap fignifyine properly the 
dancing of the fun beams in the. iea, and outed a wing'» 
which however I fhall not obtrude, but fubmit to the 
judicious reader. 

Those to whom the King had entrufted me, obierving 
how ill T was clad, ordered a taylor to come next momr 
ing, and take meafure for a futt of doaths. This ope- 
rator did his ofiice after a different manner frooi thofe of 
his trade in Europe. He firft took my altitude by a qoA- 
drant, and then with rale and compaiTcs deicribed the d»- 
menfions and out- lines of my whole body, all which he 
entered upon paper ; and in fix days brought my doath* 
ytry ill made, and quite out of Ihape; by happening t» 
miftake a figure in the calculation. But my comfort was, 
that i obfcrved fuch accidents very frequent, and litik 
regarded. 

During my confinement for want of doaths, and by 
an indifpofition that held me fome days longer, I much 
enlarged my diflionary ; and when 1 went next to couvf> 
was able to underlland many things the King {poke, ani 
to return him fome kind of anfwers. His Majefly had given 
orders, that the iHand fhoold move north-eaft and by eaft 
to the vertical point over Lagado, the metropolis of the 
whole kingdom below upon the firm earth. It wu a- 
bout ntrcty leagues diflant, and oar voyage iflfted four 
days and an half. I was not in the leafl il'nfihle flf the 
progrefhve motion made in the air by the iHand. Oto the 
iKond morning about deven o'clock, the King himiUf in 
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pedbn attended by hit nobilUy, courflcrs nnd ofTicen, ha- 
ving prepared all ihm muflcal inilr umenis, plaj ed an tKcm 
for thfce boms widiout mtcrmillion^ fo that I was quite 
ftunned with the noife ; neither conM I poflibly gtirii thd 
meaning, till my tutor tnfotmed me. He fuid^ ihat the 
peaple of their Bland had their ears adapted to hear th« 
ioufic of the fphcres, which always pkyed at certain pc- 
cjds, and the coiirt was now prepared to bear their part, 
[ whatever inftiumcnt they muil ejicclkd. 
In our journey towards Lagado, the capital city, \m 
M:]jefly ordered that the ifbnd fkonld flop over ccrrtaia 
" : Yillagesj from whence he might receive th« 

_^_ ^f hiJj fubjetts- And to this purpofe feveral 

* "^wkthread* were let down w^ith fmall weights at ihc bor- 
M. On thefe packthreads the people ilrting their peti* 
&ns, which monmcd updiredUy, like the imps Orpa* 
faikned by fchool-boys at the end of the (trine that 
d& their ki^e. Honietimes wc received wine and vie- 
ais from below, wh.ch were drawn up by pullies. 
The knowledge I had in mathematics gave mc great 
Rflince in acquiring their phiafeology, which depended 
ch wpon that iacnce and rotific , and in the latter 1 
'ai not unfkilledr Their ideas are perpetually coaver- 
int in line*. -in d figures* If they wottld for example praife 
be beauty ol a womant or ar y other animal, they defcnbc 
by rhombs, circles, parallel ogrjins, ellipies and other 
^eoiEictricsit terms, or by words of art drawn from mafic, 
,zi«edkf* here to repeat. J obferved in thr King s kit- 
ht-n all fortJi of mathematical and mufical inllruments 
ftcr the figure* rf which they cut up the ynuU dial were 
Jcrved to b ^v *5 table, 

THEtp . wry ill bmit, the walls bnnJ, 'witls- 

m any apa.rtmtnt ; and *' i^ 

impt ihey bearto pradic; y, 

% ihtj dti pi k a* i ul ga r and m ec h ani c , eh ti- 

cy give bring too feliiied for tfie in^ -_iji._ of 

^firkmen, which occatlons perpetual miftakes* Aivd 

tiny aff dextroui enongh upon' a piece of paper 

tlie mjinagemein t^f the rule, the pencil, find ibe di- 

jldcr, yei in the cofmnon adions and beh;iviour of lili; t 

not fceii AOiorr cbmfy, ^wkwwA^ iw? A l4^c^S!CAX^'^ 

r, nor (b flow Had pcrip\cxti \tv <X\vs, <;soit«x^ 
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WfOn all other fubjeas, excrpi ihok of mxthemttfics ad 
m/ic. They are very bad reaionei^t ^^^ vehemcotl 
g-iven to oppaiition, unlefs when rhey happen to be of tT 
light optoron, vvkich is frldom i}]cir cafe* Iniagiiiat] 
l^cyt and invention they are tthojly llrangcrs lo> ii| 
liave any words in their ianguage by which thofe 
can be expreffed ; the whole campafi pf iheir tboughlj 
and mind bemg thut up within the two foretncniio 
Iciences* 

MoiT of them, and efpecially diofe who dciil in th 
illrouomical part> have great taith in judicial allrolog 
althci' they are albajned to own it pubhciy* But wfa 
1 chie^y admired^ and thou^lu altogether unaccoonta 
was the tlrong difpofitioo I obfervcd in them toward r. neH 
and polities, pcrpetualJy inquiring into public atFairi^ ' 
jng thdr judgments in matters of itate, and p^iflie 
diJputiiig every inch of a party opinion. 1 have I 
©bierved the fame difpofition among moft of ihe i 
maticiana 1 have known in Europe, ahho* 1 could i 
vcr difcovcr the leaSl analogy between ihe two fctencf 
liulefs thofe people fuppolet that bccanfe the fioa " 
cirde hath as many degrees as the JargeA* therelbte i 
rcgukiian and management of the world require na ina 
abilities, than the handling and turning of a globe t ba 
ritf her take this quality ro fpring from a very common i 
firniiiy of hmnan nature, inclining us to be moll curio 
and conceited in matters where we have Icaft couce 
ajid for w hid 1 we are leati adapted either by ftudy or na-- 
lure. 

Thesi people are under eontinoal dtfqui etudes, never^ 
enjoying a minute's peace of mind ; atid their ditturbit 
ces proceed from caufes. which very Httle affect the 
of mortals. Their apprehcniion^ mnfe from fevera" 
gc* they dread in the ceklliai bodies. For inftano 
liie earth by the contina:il ^ ts of the fmv toi 

it muil in courie of time i .J, or AvaJlowed 

Tha: the f^ce of the fan will by J 
with i {5 own cMuvia, and give no nar 
I'hat the earth very narrowly escaped ij 
C^l of the lall comet, which would have i c, 

red k to afhci. ; and that the next, whk; 
culatcd for oaae aad thiity years heacr, vr._ ^ 
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ns. Fort if in its periheUon it (hoald mpi^fo^cb 

n a ccrtalfi degrr ^ of iht liin (ai bf their cakolaii- 

they have leafot] 10 dread) it will receive a degree <tf^ 

Mt ten thogfatjil times in ore tjneitfe than tbat of red hot 

glowmg iron ; and, in its abfence from the fan, ctrrjf % 

bl; " '! ' " ' ifafld and fourteen imk» 

loj ;th fltotild pals 3t the di- 

ilaiici^ ijf Qfic irtiNd/Lj tiiMui^ind nvilei firoBi the nmltmtf 

I or main body of the comet, it tnull in itt palfai^e be fct 

on fire, and reduced to alhes* That the f ' fpeod- 

JpjT its rays without aty cotrioient to i^i rn, wiH 

m {umed and anniliilalcd 1 whicll »ttft 

l^c > : dertruftiDfiof tMi eartfeandrf aJI 

^Ke plftncti tliatrccefve their light from it*. 

P^BTBer are fo perpetually darmed witb il^ mppreliejiit^ 

I eas of rbefe, and the like impcndfng dangrrj^ -Ibw tfiey 

' .can neither fleep qdetly >« their beds, nor htLXT my re- 

lifh for the com mad plrafures or amEiement* of life. 

W h*" * ^ V meet an acq ti ai n mn ce in tbte irvorni n w^ di€ 

I £r 11 k about the fiin^a health, haw h^ looked at 

|i Jii -:? "i':n^- "' '" ' brt hopes they have to avoid 

I Hh^ romet* T!m convcrfatitm 

1 ^^^ «re spi to run into wun the 4ktne temper. ^~^t ~^^'^ 

, di toorcr ill delighting t© heart err fek ft or ies o: 'd 

M^^^Him, whioh ihey greedily liften to, snci (1:dx nut 

^K to b«d for kskf 

^BTh« wcniKft * ' '"^'■■}')d have abundance ^^ t 

^Hsy contemn tli: .nd^, and areexcec . ..d 

' "of J^36§er«, whereof theK: ifi always a confide nibk rmm* 

bcr from th? continent below aitendrng at cor.rt^ either 

owns amd rorp or 

>^, but are mu^.' . ff, 

iti eudowmcnta* Aroang thcfc 

!;ant5 : but the relation i*, that 

1 fecorit)'. for the hnlhand 

. . Lin, th:tl the nixilrrfs and 

. greatffl i rofc hii 

dcd ivith p;ii .- -..a ...i^lcmtnUt 



Alport 
tli«tri> 



thcf a^t with too muk 
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The wives and d&dghlera lament tbeir ccmftnemeni to 

the idmit aJtho' I thmJc it ihe moft delicioos tpoi of 
groufid in the world ; and altho* they live here in tke 
greatell plenty and magnificeocCj and arc allowed to do 
whatever they pleafe, they long to fee the i^-orl-:!. i-id 
take the dive rfions of the me!:ropolis, which r 
allowed to do without a particular licence froi: 
and this is not eafy to be obtained, becaufe th 
i^uality have found by frequent experience, i 
h to peifaade their women to re-tujn from h^^ 
told* that a great court Lady, who had (tvtr: . . 
Is married to the prime miniitej, the richrft fubje^ 
kingdomt a very graceful perfon, extremely fr^n- 1 
and lives in the fineft palace of the liland^ w^:^ 
Lagado on the pretence of health, ihere hid jit^ 
feveral months, till the King fent a^varrajit to fc.:, 
her, and ihe was found in an obicure eating-bouk an in 
rags, having pawned hex clo^ths to maintain an old de^ 
formed footmauj who beai her every day, atid in whok 
company ftie was taken much againil her wflL Andi^ 
tho'her hufband received her with all paffiMe kir. ' 
and without the leaft reproach, Khe foon after c*^ , 
to ileal down again with all her jeweb to the iaine gal- 
lant , and hath not been heard of iijice. 

Tats may perhaps pafs with the reader rather for at 
European or English ftorjs than for oae of a country f© 
remote. ' But he may pleafe to con fid er, chat the c" 
of women-kind are not limited by any climate or n . 
and that they are much m^re yniibini than can be caftlj 
imagined* 

Iff about a month's timei I had made a tolerable pro*- 
ficiency in their language* artd was ab!e iol anfwer mr^ii 
of the King's quellions. when 1 had tlie honour u> 
him. Hi* Majefty difcovered not the leafl curio.i.j ,^ 
in^^uirc into the laws, government^ hi/lory, religion^ Of 
manners of the countries where I had beeu^ bat cor.'^--{ 
his quellions to the ftate of mathematicsi and r <t' 
the account I gave him with great contempt ri^d mt^mc- 
rence, tho* often roufed by his J'^l'^tr en each fide, 

C HAP. 
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ffk*nemenm fii'viJ ly metier m fhikfipif^ ^nd etflr^mmy^ 

Dtfired kiv€ of this Prince to fee the tmofiim of 
ihe illiiiid, whkh he was gmdoully pleafed to grant, 
ad ordered my tutor to attend me* I chiefly wanttd m 
[>w, to what caufe in art or in feature it owed its fe^*^* 
rootiontJ, whereof I will now give a philofophicaJ ac- 
count to the reader. 

l^KF /lying ot floating iiland h exa^Iy cirnilar, iti 

r^r 78 3 p yards, or about four miles and an half, 

ifequently contains ten thonfand acres. Tt is three 

J yards thick. The bottom ^ or under furfact-, 

— ears to thofe who view it from bdow* is one 

r plate of adamant, fhooting up to the height 

v> hundred yards* Above it Ife the feveral 

:hdr ufual order, and over all 15 a coat of 

ten or twelve feet deep. The declivity of 

ijrface, from the circumference to the centtrt 

1I caufe why all the dews and rains, which 

- jfland, are conveyed in fmall rivulets to* 

!c, where they ai« emptied into four large 

' Bbopt half a mile in circuit, and two 

iiiantfrom the center. From ihefe ba* 

continually exhaled by the fun in the 

ne, which effectually prevents their over lowing. 

. Hi St Id in the power of die Monarch to raife the 

region of clouds and vaponrs, he can 

-■g of dews and rains whenever he cleafes, 

clouds cannot rife above two milci, at 

, at Icaft they were never knowa to do 



jr\ i nJic k . 1 



. . of the ifland there is a chafm abotit ihy 

yjtnls tn diameter* from whence the aftronomefs dtfcend 

' e dome, which is therefore called /*'ia«r^^«(? 

^tic ^Jh^mmirs cavf^ fituatcd tt tlie depth of 

EaOjtd yaida bencatli the iipper (urface ot l^^^ ^*^- 
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nintit. In tliis cave are twenty lamps contintially hm 
ing^ which from the rcficftion of the adajnant, cailj 
fl^ong ttght iiito evet)^ part The place is flored wi^ 
great vaiiety of fextants, <jwjidr.ints, tdefcop^v 
labes, and otker allrononiicd inJlntttients. But thi 
elt curiofity, upon which the fate of the iiland i 
b a loadl^one of a prodigious fixe, in flmpc reibinhllj 
a w^eaver's iliuitle. It k in length fix yards* and in t' 
tfiickeft part at Icall three yardii over. This magntt-j 
fuftained by a very ftrong axle of adamant pafhji 
its midi^le, upon which it plays, and is poifed fo < 
that the weakert hand can ttirn it- It is hoope 
with an hollow cylinder of adamant, four feet 
many thick, and twelve yards in diametJer, pla 
sonrally, and ihpportcd by eight adamantine fe< 
fix yards higli. Ijj the middle of the concave fnitttwii 
13 a groove twelve inches deep, in which the extreil 
ties of the stxle are lodged, and turned round as the 
occafion. 

The ftone eannot be moved from its place by i 
force ; becaufc the hoop ajid its feet are one coniial( 
piece with that body df adamant which connitutss 
bottom of the iflarid. 

By means of thi$ loadiloiie the iiland h made to i 
and fall, and move frum one place to another. I 
uith refpcd to that part of the earth over which the 1 
narch prefides, the ilone is endued at or*e of ( 
with an attractive power, and at the other with i 
five. Upon placing^ the magnet ere^^ with its atd 
end towards the earth, the ifland defcends i but 
the repelling extremity points downwards, the tii 
mounts di redly upwards. Wlien the poiition of ' 
liofie is oblique, the motion of the id and is fo too : 
in this magnet the forces always ail in lines paralld 
its direction. 

Bv thisobliqae motion theifbjid is conveyed to di&^ 
rent parts of the Monarch*s dominions. To explaiii^^ 
manner of its progr^fs, let A B reprefent a linedr 
crofs the dominions of Balnibajbi, let the Hne r J rep 
fent the loadllone, of which let d be the repellio 
and ^ the attrading; end, theifland being over f 
.ilone be placed in d)e poiltion r 4 with iu rcpe 
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dmvf^wards * then iht t{^nn4 win be <^fiven upwards ob. 
ti. ■ ] u I>i let the 

fi I fling end pokitj* 

: ■ -i '. - . r . i ■: / : . m ru . : ; i j u r j ■, e 1 1 1 .:: 1 1 d will be carr 1 e d obliq uc Jy 
I ■•• : ' ' ■■ : ■'■ \h.Lt if th?; jLonc be again turned upon it* 
in the poftrion E F, with its jrepelllng 
^ . . ... : d , the I i1 and will rife ohliq uely tovvardji F* 
wberc, by direfling the attra^ing end towards G, the 
Mhnd may b« carried toG^ and from £7 to Hy by turning 
the flone, fa as to make its repelling extremity point di- 
feil}y downward. And thug, by changing the fittiation 
of the ftofie as often as there Is occafioiij the illand h 
rrTT :^ . .^ . :--., .-.^ f^ll fjy turns m an oblique diredion, and 
b re riijngs and fallings (the obliquity being 

i . ■) is conveyed from one part of the domi- 

iSvt n muii be obferved, that this ifland cannot move 
beyond the extent of the dominions below, nor can it 
life above the height of four miles. For which the aftro- 
T)i5mer5 (who have vvrittcri large fyftems concerning the 
ih : rea^n : that the magnetic vir- 

ih md the diiknce of four mlU^^ 

tiiii fiml the mineral, which afls upon the ftone in ihc 
boweh of ilie earth, and In the fca about fix Icagiies dU 
llani from tiie (hore. is not difFiifed thro' the whole globe, 
but terminated with the limits of the King's dominions ; 
and it wa» cafy, from the great advantage of fuch a 
fuperior fjtuation, for a Prince to bring tinder his f>bc- 
dicnce whatever country lay within the attradioa of that 
iBagnet. 

Wiitn the Hone is put parallel to the plane of the ho- 
rjxon, the iiland ilandf th lUll ; for in that cafe the ex- 
tremitJCh of i% being" at equal diftance from the earth, 
uiH wtdi cquil force* the one m drawing downwards, th'e 
olhtT in purtiing upwards^ and confcquently no motion 
can enfac, 

Thi^ load (lone t$ tmder thf cai^ of certain atlrono* 
tners* who from time to time give it fuch podrions as ihe 
Monfl^h diVeelif. They fpend the greatell part of their 
h eecltfiml bodiesj which tliey do b^ 
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feet, they magnify much more than thofe of an hundred 
with us, and fliew the ftars with greater clearnefs. This 
advantage hath enabled them to extend their difcoveries 
much farther than our aftronomers in Europe ; for they 
have made a catalogue of ten thouiand fixed ftars, where- 
as the largcft of ours do not contain above pne third part 
of tliat number. Thfeyhavc like wife difcovered two Icf- 
{cr ftars, or /a fe/lites, which revolve about Mars, where- 
of the innermoft is diftant from the center of the primary 
planet exadly three of his diameters, and the uttermoft, 
£ve ; the former revolves in the fpace of ten hours, and 
the latter in twenty one andan half ; fo that the fquaree 
of their periodical times are very near in the fame pro- 
portion with the cubes of their diflance from the centre 
of Mars, wjiich evidently Ihews them to be governed by 
the fame law of gravitation, that influences the other 
heavenly bodies. 

They have obferved ninety three different comets, and 
fettled their periods with great exa6lnefs. If this be true 
(and they affiim it with great confidence) it is much to 
be wiflied, that their observations were made public, 
whereby the theory of comets, which at prefent is very 
lame and defedlive, might be brought to the fame per- 
fedion with other parts of aftronomy. 

The King would be the moil abfolute Prince in the u- 
niverfe, if he could but prevail on a miniftry to join with 
him ; but thefe having their eftates below on the conti- 
nent, and confidering that the office of a favourite hath 
a very uncertain tenure, would never confent to the en- . 
flaving their country. 

Jf any town fliould engage in rebellion or mutiny, fall 
into violent faftions, or refufe to pay the ufual tribute, 
the King hath two methods of reducing them to obedi- 
ence The firft and the mildell courfe is by keeping the 
illand hovering over fuch a town, and the lands about it, 
whereby he can deprive them of the benefit of the fun 
and the rain, and confequently afflid the inhabitants with 
dearth and difeafes. And» if the crime deferve it, they 
are at the fame time pelted from above with great flones, 
againil which they have no defence but by creeping into 
cellars or cav.es, Vv'hile the roofs of their houfes are beat- 
cn CO pjrrr^ put if thfiy ftjU con tinuc obilinate, or of- 
- fer 
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fer to raife infurreftions, he proceeds to the Lift remedy , 
by lettin? the ifland drop direc:ly upon their heoiu, 
which msJces an univerfa! deftruclion bc± of hcuiea and 
men. However this is an extremi:y :o %hich the Prirxe 
is feldom driven, neither indeed is he w tiling u) pc: Iz 
in execution, nor dare his minifiers idwHk hiai to an a- 
£tion, which, as it would render them odioc- to ±e pso- 
pie, fo it would be a great damage to ttseir own spates* 
. which lie all below 5 for the ifland ii the Kicg's dcayMc. 

But there is (till indeed a mere weighty reaabn. v-hj 
the kings of this country have bem slaays a\tT*r £— .a 
executing (b terrible an action, crJef; upon tlic n:=i':ir 
necefiity. For, if the town intended to be dcr'v;.ed 
ihould have in it any tall rocks, a* it zfneril!y fs.11^ rut 
in the larger cides, a fitaation prcbaibly chc^er. l: nri 
with a view to prevent fuch a catailropbe ; rr if h ibi-sd 
in'high fpires, or pillars of ftcne, a icdden h2 ri:'?:.: en- 
danger the bottom or under farface of the iiIstjC. v.\iz:., 
altho' it confift, as I have iaid, of one trr,:rt '.^-.'''tiT* 
two hundred yards thick, might happen '.c ".zL-.r \y •'<> 
great a (hock, or burft by appr&gcr.mg tcr.- :.-sr f,* f '^^ 
&om the houfes below, as the backs borh f f Jr«'-r. ? -i-a 
ftone win often do in our chimnies Of ail tr/: :•': >*'>- 
pie are well appriied, and underitand r^cw ftir tc "Ctrry 
their ob(fa'nac)', where their liberty or ^^o^'tn^ :: C'.'- 
cemed. And the King, when he it hightf: pro^'..>"?^ 
and mod determined to preA a city to rvihtfi'?. ^jzctri u.'s 
ifland to defcend with great gentlenef, cut of* prettn-e 
of tendernefi to his people; bu: inieed for fskr oiFbresik- 
ing the adamantine bottom ; in which cafe, 1: i% t^iC o- 
pinion of all their jAilofophers, that the loacfior.f r/zt^i 
no longer hold it up, and the whole mais woulri faij to 
the ground. 

By a fundamental law of this realm, neither the Kirjjj^ 
nor either of his two elder fons, are perniitt<?d to l':av« 
the ifland; nor the Queeil, till (he is pafl childrbtarii/^. 
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77'f autter leifDei Laputa, is conveyed to Balnibarbi, «r« ' 
riwj at the metropoiis. A de/cription of the netr^^ 
foJis, and the country adJMning, The author bofpitahfy 
recei'ued hy a great Lord* his eon^ver/atiou tAHtb tbiu 
Lord, 

ALT H O' I cannot hy that I was ill-treated in this 
iiland, yet I muft confefs I thought myfelf too 
much negledled, not without fome degree of contempt. 
Por neither Prince nor people appeared to be curious in 
any part of knowledge, except mathematics and mufiCj 
wherein I was far their inferior, and upon that acconit 
very little regarded. 

On the other iide, after having feen all the curiofities 
of the iHand, I was very defirous to leave it, being hear- 
tily weary of thofe people. They were indeed excelleat 
in two fciences, for which I have great efteem, aad 
wherein I am not unverfed ; but at the fame time (b ab- 
ibafted and involved in fpeculation, that I never met with 
fuch difagreeable companions. I converfed only with 
women, tradefmen, flappersy and court-pages, daring 
two months of my abode there ; by which at laft I ren- 
dered myfelf extremely contemptible; yet thefe were the 
only people from whom I could ever receive a reafon- 
able anfwer. 

I had obtained by hard Audy a good degree of know- 
ledge in their language ; I was weary of being confined 
to an ifland, where 1 received io little countenance, and 
refolved to leave it with the firft opportunity.. 

There was a great Lord at court, nearly related to the 
King, and for that reafon alone ufed with refped. He 
was univerfally reckoned the moil ignorant and flupid per- 
fon among' them. He had performed many eminent fer- 
vices for the crown, had great natural and acquired parts, 
adorned with integrity and honour, but fo ill an ear for 
muiic, that his detradors reported he had been often 
known to beat time in the wrong place ; neither could 
his tutors without extreme difficulty teach him to de- 

mpnflrate 
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EiOalliste the nioilcafy proportion in the Tnitthemadc«- 
l€ was plc^ied to ftjcw me many mar' ar, oiteiil 

1 aie the honour of a vilU, deilrei ir^ •■ . it- d in tliei 

tin of Europe, the law5 und cutloms, ihe niuDners smtl 
jiPg of the Icveral countries where I had travelled J 
'lened to me with great ancntiont and made very] 
lobferv^ons oq all I fpoke. He had two ^t^ff^ri 
litig him for ftate^ but never mwd^ ufc of them, ex- 
n and in vifits of ceremony, and would al* 
aand them to witlidraw, when we were alona 

iitreated this illuilrious perfon to intercede in my] 
^15 Majefty for leave to depart, which he ac- 
as he was pleaieti to tell me with regret : 
nc had made me fevcral o '^ / sovan- 

^ich however 1 jefufed with is <jf the | 

nowledgment. 
'■ the t6th of February I took leave of hi< M»jefty 
he court. The King made mc a prelent to the va- 
piiif* *>f fib^irt twn hundrm pounds Engliih, and my pro- 
Hs much more, together with a kcter 
;o a friend of his in Lagado, iheme* 
Ciptj being then hovering over a moun^ 

in li' '. from it, IwasJctdowo from the 

loKvdl gaikry, m the fame manner as 1 bad been taken 



Tt, as far as it h fobjcdi to the Mortjirch 

y rorfTf-c onJj'i the general r*ame of ' 
1 (aid before, h called 



. ....... ...... .r..,.....*:aon in fin'J^ 

Jlind. 1 wdked nj the city with 

clad like one of the natr^cs, aji 

I convcrfc with them* 1 fooo i< 

jfc to whom I was rccomiti ^ ^ 

iotn his friend the grandee j 

: V ' .■ ! ' ' ' ■':.. 'i :'\s-, 
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xnoft of them out of repair. The people in the ftreets 
walked fad, looked wild, their eyes fixed, and were ge- 
nerally in rags We pafTed thro' one of the town-gates, 
and went about three miles into tire country, where I 
iaw many labourers working with feveral forts of tools 
in the ground, but was not able to conjedlure what th^ 
were about ; neither did I obferve any expectation either 
of corn or grafs, altho' the foil appeared to be excellent. 
I could not forbear admiring at thefe odd appearances 
both in town and country ; and I made bold to defire 
my conductor, that he would be pleafed to explain to 
me, what could be meant by fo many bufy heads, hands, 
and faces both in the fbeets and the fields, becaufe I did 
not difcover any good eiFefts they produced ; but on the 
contrary J never knew a ibil io unhappily cultivated, 
houfcs fo ill contrived and fo ruinous, or a people whofe 
countenances and habit exprefTed fo much mifery and 
want* 

This Lord Munodi was a perfon of the firftrank, and 
had been ibrae years governor of Lagado ; but by a cabal 
of minitters was difcharged for infufficiency. However 
the King treated him with tendernefs, as a well- meaning 
man, but of a low contemptible underftanding. 

When I gave that free cenfure of the country and its 
inhabitants, he made no further anfwer, than by telling 
mc*, that I had not been long enough among them to form 
a judgment, and that the different nations of the world 
had different cufloms; with other common topics to the 
fame purpofe^ But wiien we returned to his palace, he 
a&ed me how I liked the building, what abfurdities I 
obferved, and what quarrel I had with the drefs or looks 
cf his domeflics. This he might fafely do; becaufe every 
thing about him was magnificent, regular, and police. I 
anfwered, that his Excellency's prudence, quality, and 
fortune, had exempted him from thofe defedls, which 
folly and beggary had produced in others. He faid, 
if I would go with him to his country-houfe about 
twenty miles diftant, where his eftate lay, there would 
be more leifure for this kind of converfation. I told his 
Excellency, that I was entirely at his difpo^ ; and ac- 
cf)rdingly we fet out next morning. 

UuKiNG our journey he made me obferve the feveral 

methods 
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_ .L _.^ _ :_ vcr tine tjr cT coxn ar 

fs- Ijut in three hours tM f^ fceiic 

al tercd i wc came to to a mu 1 1 . , . . . . u 1 coun- 

farnuTs honCi^f at Iniall diilancc% oeatly built, the 

Ids tnitoiVd, contaimtTg vmeyaj'di, torn yroLindf^ 

Nriihcr do I remcmhtT to iuvc feun a 



pd roeatlows. 
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profpeiU His Ex*:*.llr'-"- -' '" -"cd nry 

cleat tip; tie told mc h, rbat 

"^ : n ^ a i\d II odd con ti n u c t . till 

his lioufc. That his en u .»- 

/Ki iici^nLd him for tmattagmg 1. o 

. beu^9 4nd for iefing fo itl an example lo tl .% 

^Jch howcvrr wj^s Ibllowcd by very f"cw> Ui-ii us wcie 
^4£)d v>rlful, and weak like H'nifelf. 



I eamr at length to 
(^TU^urf, built ^iici' 
IttTC. The t 
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ubicli was mdced 3 

he l^di rdei of inacnt 

gajdenit ftalks* avenues, 

i with rv-iQ jiidgtncivi and 

'J I Ciw, whcrc#r 

tilt afte^r fuppcf ; 



firt>, there being no third cniripanmn, he told mc v% ith 

t rcty mdanthuiy air, that he dfMjbted he ninil throw 

ciwn his hoafe> m tc3Wf> aitd country to rcbnild -tham 

' thr iH». r-rrt mode, deflroy all his piatiUtions, aii«d 

> furh 3 fonn as modern nfage reqnirpfl, ' 
|u* ♦-.- umc dire£lbns to all hi« tenants, nnkft he 
fubmit to incur the ccnfure of pridei finj^nlsirity, 
• * * V ■ ■ ^ ' -1 ce^ caprice, and pcrli a ps e»c re aic iris 

^jAT iTii aMiiMiiiiion i appeared to be under, would 
ce^fe or diminiOi, v^hc n he hid informed mc of* fpme pai^ 
"tl ' / oably 1 TKTver heard of iit t<itirt^ the 

' oo much taken up in tlnir own fpc- 
h;ivc regard to what pulTed here below. 
I tkf bin dif*ottrfr na^ tt> thi* eWri^ - thai i- 
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to diflike the management of every thing below, and fell 
into fchemes of putting all arts, fciences, languages, and 
mechanics upon a new foot. To this end they procured 
a royal patent for ere£Ung an academy of projedtors in 
Lagado ; and the humour prevailed fo flrongly among 
the people, that there is not a town of any confequence 
in the kingdom without fuch an academy. In theieccd- 
leges the profefTors contrive new rules and methods of a- 
griculture and building, and new infbuments and tools 
S)r all trades and manufadures, whereby, as they under- 
take, one man ihall do the work of ten, a palace may be 
built in a week of materials fo durable as to laft for ever 
without repairing : all the fruits of the earth fhall come 
to maturity at whatever feafon we think fit to choo(e» and 
increafe an hundred fold more than they do at preient : 
with innumerable other happy propofals. The only in- 
convenience is, that none of thefe projefls are yet brought 
to perfedion ; and in the mean time the whole country 
. lies miferably wafle, the houfes in ruins, and the people 
without food or cloaths. By all which, inflead of being 
difcouraged, they are fifty times more violently bent up- 
on profccuting their fchemes, driven equally on by hope 
and defpair : that as for himfelf, being not of an enter- 
prifing fpirit, he was content to go on in the old forms, 
to live in the houfes his anceflors had built, and a& as 
they did in every part of life without innovation. TJiat 
fome few other perfons of quality and gentry had done 
the fame, but were looked on with an eye of contempt 
and ill -will, as enemies to art. ignorant, and ill common- 
wealths men, preferring their own eafe and floth before 
the general improvement of their country. 

His Lordfhip added, that he would not by any &ther 
particulars prevent the plealure I fhould certainly take in 
viewing the prand academy, whither he was refblved I 
fhould go. He only defired me to obfer\'e a ruined build- 
ing upon the fide of a mountain about three miles diiUnt, 
of which he gave me this account : that he had a very 
convenient mill within half a mile of his houfe, turned 
by a current from a large river, and fufficient for his own 
family as well as a great number of his tenanti. That 
ai^out feven years ago, a club of thofe projectors came to 
Jiijn with propofals to deHroy this mill, and build another 

on 
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on the fide of ihat mottiit3im> on th^ long ridge whereof 
nlcmg canal ratill be cut fbr a repofitory of water to fee 
cojjvcyed up by pipes and engines to f^pply tlie mill : 
l^ecaaic ihe wind and air upon a height agkated the water* 

"-^ *' ' '^ de it inter for motion: and becaufe the 

g down a dcdivity would turn the mill 
•wjta h^ii mt current of a riven whofecairfa is more mp- 
on a hvct lie ikid^ that being then not very well with 
the court, and prefted by nmny of his friendaj he com- 
piled With the propofal j and tfter cmpbyirig an hundred 
f! ' ■':its, the work mifcarriedf the projeSort 

V, . g the blame entirely upon him* railiiig at 

y< jice, and putting othera upon the faJiie expe- 

rii li equal affurance of fuccefs, as well as eqiial 

d^kppocni men t , 

In a fi^iv tJ^ivs we came back to town, and hts E^feel- 
tv g; the bad charadcr he had in die ac^de- 

r L> with me himfelf, but recommended me 

V - to bear me company thithtr. My Lofd 

V f^ruefcnt me as a great admirer of pro- 
y ;f much euriofity and eflfy belief: 
v,,,.v. ......^ .,^. .iut withotit truth ; for I had myfelf 

b«en a fojt of projector in my youogcx days. ^ 



C H A P. V 






g ran J acaiiemy 9/ Lagtdo* 



I 



THIS -. hot 

a Gi'i.. . ,,., •.:x% of a 

lUect* «^hich growing waile wa^ pyidiiircil^ ami apphed 
CO Uijtt ^aV. 

1 



V 



m^iKJuJii wiMi hjsc [u ctjuiciy dc^nt^-tt^,"u iiKir inuc lu lus 



ncti, 



i68 A VOYAGE PartlH. 

1 was received very kindly by the warden, and went 
for many days to the academy. Every room hath in-ic 
one or more projeAors ; and I believe I could ^ot be in 
fewer than five hundred rooms. 

The firft man- 1 faw was of a meagre afpef^, with 
footy hands and face, his hair and beard long, ragged and 
finged in feveral places. His cloaths, fhirt, and ikin» 
were all of the fame colour. He had been eight yean 
upon a projedl for extradUng funbeams out of cucnmben, 
which were to be put into vials hermetically fealed, and 
let out to warm the air in raw inclement fommers. He 

toU 



nets, that they have been carelefs of ^eir family and eiamtry, 
and have been chiefly anxious about the occonomy and wcifwc of 
the upper worlds. But if we conGder Swift's romance in a Csmmt 
light, we (hall find him of opinion, that tho(e determinations iQ 
philosophy, which at prefent feem to the mod knowing men ' » 
be perfectly well-founded and underAood, are in reality unfittled, 
or uncertain, and may perhaps fbme ages hence be as much de- 
cried as the axioms of Ariftotle are at this day. Sir Ifaac Newton 
and his notions may hereafter be out of fafliion. • There is a kind 
of mode in philolbphy as well as in other things : and (iich modes 
often change more from the humour and caprice of men, dtan 
either from the unrea(bnable, or the ill-founded conclufions of the 
philofbphy itlelf. The realbnings of Come philofbphers have qd- 
douhtedly better foundation than thoie of others : but I id of 
opinion, (and Swift ieems to be in the fame way of thinkinff), 
that the mod applauded philofbphy hitherto extant, has not fujfy, 
clearly, and certainly explained many difficulties in the phenomena 
of nature. I am induced to believe, that God may have abfelute- 
\y denied us the perfeA knowMge of many points in philoibphy, 
(b that we (hall never arrive at that perfedHon, however certain 
V^ may fiippoie ouriclves of having attained to it already. Up40 
the whole, we may fiiy with TuUy, Omnibus fere in rebus, et ma' 
xime in fhyfich^ quid non fit citius quam^idfit, dixerim. 

Orrery, 

This note in general (bems to be a teftimony of his Lord (hip's 
approbation, but it is not ea(y to di(cover what in particular is 
meant by the word real, fince every picture is a real picture,, 
whether it he copied from nature or fancy; and indeed it is c- 
qually difficult to conceive how a pi^ure of any kind can be CfU- 
kdhfhcd with chat which is hiddin, Hcru'kef, 
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told me, he did not donbc, that in eight years more he 

ftfiold be able to fupply the governor's gai^ens with fun- 

Uoe at a reafonable rate; but he complained that his 

ipck was low, and entreated me to give him* (bmething 

II an encooragement to ingenuity, efpecially fmce this 

\ kdbeen a very dear feafon for cucumbers. 1 made him 

I ifinall prefent, for my Lord had fumiihed me with mo* 

\ ley on purpofe, becahfe he knew their prance of begging 

^ im all who go to fee them. 

I went into another chamber, but was ready to hailen 
hak, being almoft overcome with a horrible ilink. My 
conduQor preiTed me forward, conjuring me in a whifper 
to g^ no ofience, which would be highly refented, and 
dmfbre I durft not fo much as flop my nofe. The pro- 
joAorof this cell was the moid antient ftudent of the 
iddemy ; his face and beard were of a pale yellow ; his 
knds and cloaths dawbed over with filth. When I 
«u prefented to him he gave me a clofe embrace (a 
oompliment I could well have excufed). His employment 
fiom his firft coming into the academy, was an operation 
to reduce human excrement to its original food by fepa- 
qdng the feveral parts, removing the tin£ture which it 
receives from the gall, making the odour exhale, and 
. fauBffiing off the faliva. He had a weekly allowance 
iom the fociety of a veiTel filled with human odour about 
I Aebignefs of a Bridol barrel. 

t I faw another at work to calcine ice into gun-powder, 
i wko like wife fhewed me a treatife he had written con- 
r cening the malleability of fire, which he intended to 
I pablifli. 

'There was a moft ingenious architeft, who had con- 
L tdwd a nevv method for building houfes, by beginning 
f It the roof and working downwaids to the foundation, 
' which he juftified to me by the like pradlice of thofe two 
.pradent infedls, the bee and the fpider. 

There was a man born blind, who had feveral appren- 
tices in his own condition : their employment was to mix 
colours for painters, which their mailer taught them to 
difiiagniih by feeling and fmelling. It was indeed my 
Qusfbrtune to find them at that time not very perfed in 
thdr leflbns, and the profefibr himfelf happened to be ge- 
nerally 
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nerally miftaken. This artift is mach encouraged and 
efteemed by the whole fraternity* 

In another apartment I was highly pleaicd with a pio- 
je^or, who had found a device of plowing the groiiBd 
with hogs, to fave the charges of ploughs, cattle and la- 
bour. The method is this : in an acre of ground yon 
bury at fix inches diilance and eight deep a quantity ^of 
acomsy dates, cheihuts, and other mafte or vegetaUepi 
whereof thefe animals are fondeft : then you drive h. 
hundred or more of them into the field, wnere in a few 
days they will root up the whole ground in (earch of tfadr 
food, and make it fit for fowin^, at the fame tiin* ma* 
nuring it with their dung : it is true upon experiment 
they found the charge and trouble very great, and they 
had little or no crop. However, it is not doubted that 
this invention may be capable of great improvement. 

I went into another room, where the walls and deliBS 
were all hung round with cobwebs, except a narrow pa£ 
fage for the artifl to go in and out. At my entrance he 
called aloud to me not to difturb his webs. He lamented 
the fatal miftake the world had been fo long in of ufing 
filk-worms, while we had fuch plenty of domeftic infeAs 
who infinitely excelled the former, becaufe they undcr- 
flood how to weave as well as fpin. And he propofed 
farther, that by employing fpiders the charge of aying 
filks (hould be wholly faved ; whereof I was fully coo* 
vinced, when he fhewed me a vaft number of flies moft 
beautifully coloured, wherewith he fed his fpiderv, at 
furing us that the webs would take a tindture from them ; 
and as he had them of all hues, he hoped to fit eveiy 
body's fancy, as foon as he could find proper food for the 
flies of certain gums, oils, and other glutinous matter to I 
give a fb-ength and confidence to the threads. 

There was an afbonomer, who had undertaken to 
place a fun-dial upon the great weather-cock on the 
town-houfe, by adjufling the annual and diurnal motions 
of the earth and fun, fo as to anfwer and coincide with 
all accidental turning? of tlie wind. 

I was complaining of a fmall fit of the cholic, upon 
which my condu£lor led me into a room where a great 
phyfician refided, who was ^mous for curing that difeafe 
hy contrary operations from the fame inflrument. He 
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bid a large pair of bellows with along flender muzzle of 

ivory : this he conveyed eight inches up the anut^ and 

drawing in the wind he afliraied he could make the guts 

n lank as a dried bladder. But when the difeafe was 

more ftubborn and violent, he let in the muzzle while the 

b^ows were full of wind, which he difcharged into the 

body of the patient; then withdrew the inftrument tore- 

(ikniih it, clapping his thumb ftrongly againft the orifice 

of the fundament; and this being repeated three or four 

limetf the adventitious wind would rufh out, bringing the 

acnioQS along with it flike water put into a pump) and 

Aia patient recover. 1 law him try both experiments up- 

tiftdc^, but could not difcern any effect from the for- 

Mr. i^tter the latter the animal was ready to burft, and 

aade fi> violent a difcharge, as was very ofFenfive to me 

ad my companions. The dog died on the (pot, and we 

. kft die dodor endeavouring to recover him by the fame 

•yeradon. 

• « I vdfited many other apartments, but (hall not tro uble 

£ leader with aU the curiofities I obferved, being flu- 
n oi brevity. 
I I had hitherto feen only one fide of the academy, the 
dher being appropriated to the advancers of fpeculative 
kuoing, of whom 1 fhall fay fomething when 1 have 
IMfidoned one illufb-ious perfon more, who is called a- 
i feQDg them the uni<ver/al artift. He told us, he had been 
\ tUity years employing his thoughts for the improvement 
, rf human life. He had two large rooms full of wonder- 
U ciiriofides, and fifty men at work. Some were con- 
faing air into a dry tangible fubflance by extrading 
dtt mere, and letting the aqueous or fluid pardcles per- 
flate ; others foftening marble for pillows and pincuihi- 
.OBI ; others petrifying the hoofs of a living horfe to pre- 
«ftrve them from foundering. The artifl himfelf was af 

t.timc bufy upon two great defigns ; the firft to fow 
.with chaff, wherein he affirmed the true feminal vir- 
tu to be contained, as he demonilrated4)y feveral expe- 
daients, which I was not fkilful enough to comprehend. 
The other was by a certain compofition of gums, mine-' 
likiif and vegetables, outwardly applied, to prevent the 
wdi of wool upon two young lambs; and he hoped 
/OL. IL P iiv 
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ia a reaibnablc time to propagate the breed of naked 
ihecp all over the kingdom. 

We crofled a walk to the other part of the academy. 
where, as I have already faid, the projedtors in fpecnla- 
live learning reiidcd. 

The firft profe/for I faw was in a very large room with 
forty pupils about him. After ialutation observing me t» 
look earneftly upon a frame, which took up the greateft 
part of botli the length and breadth of the room, he (aid, 
perhaps I might wonder to fee him employed in a prcjed 
for improving fpeculative knowledge by pradical and me- 
chanical operations. But the world would foon be ienfi- 
ble of its uiefulnefs ; and he flattered himfelf, that t 
mor« noble exalted thought never fprang in any other 
man's head. Every one knew, how laborious the ofoal 
metliod is of attaining to arts and fciences ; whereas by 
his contrivance the moft ignorant perfon at a reafonable 
charge, and with a little bodily labour, might write books 
in philofophy, poetry, politics, law, mathematics, and 
theology, without the leafl afliftance from genius or ftudy. 
He then led me -to the frame, about the iides whereof 
all his pupils flood in ranks. It was twenty feet fquare, 
placed in the middle of the room. The fuperficies was 
compofed of feveral bits of wood about the bignefs of a 
dye, but fome larger than others. They were all linked 
together by flender wires. Thefe bits of wood were 
covered on every i^uare with paper palled on them; 
and on thefe papers were written all the words of their 
language in tlieir feveral moods, tenfes, and dedenfions ; 
but without any order* The profefTor then defired me 
to obferve ; for he was going to fet his engine at work. 
The pupils at his command took each of them hold of an 
iron handle, whereof there were forty fixed round the 
edges of the frame ; and giving them a fudden turn, 
the whole difpc^fition of the words was entirely changed. 
He then commanded fix and thirty of the lads to read 
the feveral linessfoftly as they appeared upon the frame ; 
and where they found three or four words together that 
might make part of a fentence, they dictated to the four 
remaining boys, who were fcribes. This work was re- 
peated Uiree or four times^ and at every turn the engine 

was 
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(o coiitnvcd, that the words fiijfted into new place?, 
Us the fqaarc bits of wooJ moved ypiide down. 

IX hours a day the yoqng ilu dents were employed in 
labour, and the profefibr (hewed me fe^^cral volumes 
^rge folio already collefled of bmUf n u niencet 
h he mteinlcd to piece together, and ' i 

Tials to give the world a com plea' Tw , 1 

cca J which however might b 1 

h expedited, if the pablic wouita i^^.n^ .* ju.i^ T.>i^ 
making and empbybg five huodred fuch frames in La* 
y^^, and oblige the managers to contrtbtile m common 
^Bif iVveral colle^lion^. 

^B' ^ id mc, that this invention had efri ' ' !l 
^m from his youth I that he had er 

^Bc'^^ voojLailary into his frame, and made the jlnilcelt* 
^Hnpytittion of the general proportion there is in bookt 
nJetwem the numbers of partidest aouns, and verbs, and 
Other p*lls of fpeech *, 

I QiAdc my hGmbleU ack^ ^^cnt to this illtjftrlou? 

I bo for bis great com Hi ncfs; and prumlfed, 

ver I haii the good forniJie to return to my natjve 
ritry. that I would do hjm juflice aa the fole invenior 
his wojKJffftil machine ; the form and coninVar^Cc 
?hich 1 dciired lenve to delineate upon paper, as in 
figure here annexed - I told him, altho' it were the 
:«K of our learned in Europe to (lea! invetiHons from* 
each other, who had thereby at lea ft this ajd vantage, diar 
it became a contmverfy which was the right owner i yet 
I wonH lake fuch caution, that he Ihould have the 
r^ntifC without a rival, 

: went to the fchool of languaj^Si where three 
( fat in confuluition upon improving that of their 
cottncry, 

P 2 Tnm 



for i more cafy auJ expeditions f 

I in iirty icfcnte* by i wwitleii engine:, 
ffenlj «tw) is aimed it rhofe twtliors, ^ ' 
^atcf Uk ftom their owti thoDghts and of i 
^jkMuriei and common -pkc< l>t»k** mi irn^uiu X'mtkty,. 
t^ut arJer« ufc, ur Jell^u : 
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The firft project was to fhorteft difcoiufe bjF. cutting 
polyfyllables into one, and leaving out verbs and parti- 
ciples ; becaufe in reality all things imaginable are but 
noqns *. 

T^E other projefl was a (cheme for entirely aboli(hing 
ail words whatfoever ; and this was urged as a great ad- 
vantage in point of health, as well as brevity. For it is 
plain, that every word we fpeak is in (bme degree a di- 
isinucion of our lungs by corrofion ; and confequently 
contributes to the (hortening of our lives. An expedient 
was therefore offered, that fince words are only names 
for things^ it would be more convenient for all men lo 
carry about them fuch things as were neceiTary to expreA 
the particular bufinefs they are to diicourfe on. And tlili 
invention would certainly have taken place, to the great 
cafe as well as health of the fubje6l, if the women in oan* 
jundion with the vulgar and illiterate had not threatened 
to raiie a rebellion, unlefs they might be allowed the li- 
berty to fpeak with their tongues after the manner of their 
forefathers ; fuch conilant irreconcileable enemies to 
ici(?nce are the common people. However, many of the 
moi\ learned and wife adhere to the new fcheme <^ ex- 
preifing themfelves by things ; which hath only this in- 
convenience attending it, that if a man's bufmefs be very 
great and of various kinds, he muft be obliged in propor- 
tion to carry a greater bundle of things upon his back, 
unlefs he can afford one or two ftrong fervants to attend 
him. I have often beheld two of thoie fages almoff fink« 
ing under the weight of their packs, like pedlars among 
us ; who, when they met in the ilreets, would lay down 
their loads, open their facks, and hold converfation for 
an hour together ; then put up their implements, help 
each other to^refume their burdens, and take 'their 
leave* 

But 

* This proje£t is pointed at the pernkious cufhmi of cob- 
tra£ling the Eiiglifh langiiaee, the dialed of which is naturally 
harfh, and that harfbncfi is fllll increafcd by improper con* 
tra^ions. As Swift ^'a& fcrupuloufly exa£t in the pronunciation 
of his own tongue, not the leaff improper exprelOon ever e(caped 
his ccnfurc. And I remember to have ftcn in manuicript a 
di^iotiRry of hard words, compofed by him for the uft of hij^ 
female ic-uate. Qrrerj* 
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Ibftf thjC rocjiii* where coApmy s^et vrno 
«7tt is Aill of aB i^l»^j mdy at haiMi 
fisatter for thh kind of ardieiil ocmvctfe; 

Af«oTff rK great adviMage piopo fed bgf dii* bireRici& 
vn$t that it wqM icnre if a& i»iver€d taoM^ to be 
tm^erftood in mHH cMimd nation^ «Jkofe gooiimAd i^aieii- 
fi]$ afe geneiaHy of the hme ktad« or nesijr refembSog, 
lb tliaf their ial£» miglit eaiUf be coaoprebesfkcL And 

"" r toiniften of Jb^* CD wliofe loiBgfiei tbcf wot 

nailiesBxtxst Kbdol^ ■licie tkc ^"^^y 

. -^ Js after a niet!:od icarcc isx^gkiaUe lo ma 

T\kc fTopohion znd defiioci£atioo wrwm 

iftca an a t^ ws/t; utth isk canrpoM of a ce* 

cifiaore* Tkh die todtnt wm tt> ^WtlkMr upon a 

ftofttich, tad fbr three ^m ftikmm^ eat aotiuD^ 

' and v^ajccr. As the utofef digdled, tibr ttnOttie 

d to his brain. b<sncg tfe propofidon along i^rdil 

Bm the feccHi Hj^tb i:ot kitheno beeo aft^i^efabie, 

by fame error in the jma^ram m compoiidoi^ aod 

by cbe p g yerfep cfe of ladi i to wliosi thk boUis b 

that thc7 geacrany Iha] afide and dilcha^ 

« bcfofc it can o|»era2a; tciiher havt they 

yet peefaaded to ofe fo kmg as aliiiococ* as like 

a reipixrea. 

CHAP. VI', 
Jnr r^r «, riwJTf ^ /W acadtwtf. Tit skthtT fnpJSo 

IN ibc fclkKil c/ p^ilifkal profedon T wai btit ill enter- 
:rvk>^ti ; itu: prrfcffoi^ appcafiog tn la j jodgoiem 
^•hollv oui of ti^retr ler/rs ; ivRkh a a ^cme tkal arvtr 
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fails to make me melancholy. Thefe unhappy people 
were propofmgichemesfor perfuading monarchs to chooie 
favourites upon the fcore of their wimom, capacity, and 
virtue ; of teaching minifters to confult the public good; 
of rewarding merit, great abilities, and eminent fervicds ; 
of inftruding princes to know their true intereft, by 
placing it on the fame foundation with that of their people; 
of choofing for employments perfons qualified to exercife 
them i with many other wild impoifible chimseras that 
never entered before into the heart of man to conceive ; 
and confirmed in me the old obfervation, that there is 
nothing fo extravagant and irrational, which fome phi- 
loibphers have not maintained for truth. 

But however I fhall fo far do jullice to this part of the 
academy, as to acknowledge that all of them were not fo 
vifionary. There was a moft ingenious do6lor^ who 
f eemed to be perfedly verfed in the whole nature and 
iyflcm of government. This illuftrious perfoa had very 
ufefully employed his iludies in finding out effedlual re- 
medies for all difeafes and corruptions,, to which the ie- 
vcral kinds of public adminifbation are fubjefl by the 
vices or infirmities of thofe who govern, as well as by 
the licentioufhefs of thofe who are to obey. For in- 
ftance ; whereas all writers and reafoners have agreeid, 
that there is a ftrift univerfal refemblance between the na- 
tural and tlie political body ; can there be any thing more 
evident, than that the health of both muil be preierved 
and the difeafes cured by the iame prefcriptions f It is 
allowed, that fenates and great councik are. often trou- 
bled 

ticular poHticians ; fbmetimes againfl women ; and (bmetimes it 
degenerates into filth. True humour ought to be kept up with 
decency and dignity, or it lofes every tin^irc of entertainment. 
Dcfcriptions that Ihock our deUcacy, cannot have the leaft good 
effect upon our minds. They offend us, and we fly precipitately 
from the fight. We cannot ftay long enough to examine, 
whether T^it, fenfe, or morality, may be couched under liich 
odious appearances. I am (brry to fay, that thefe fort of dc- 
fcriptions, which are too often interlperfcd throughout all Shift's 
works, are feldom wrntcn with any other view, or from any 
otKcr motive, than a wild unbridled indulgence of his own humous 
.dud dilpofition. Oner/, 
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Ued with ledundanty ebullient, and other peccant ha- 
aoQCB ; with many difeafes of the head, and more of the 
kart ; with ibrong convulfions, with grievous contradtions 
cf-die nerves and £lnew» in both hands, but efpeciall/ 
(fat right; with fpleen, flatus, vertieos and deliriums ; 
with iaophalous tumours full of fistid purulent matter ; 
imh four frothy ruAaticns ; with canine appetites, and 
cnideneis of.digeftion ; befides many others needlefs to 
mention. This dodlor therefore propofed, that upon 
the meeting of a (enate certain phyficians (hould attend 
It the three firft days of their fitting, and at the dofe of 
fididay^s debate feel the pulfes of every fenator; after 
wtttchy having maturely confidered and confulted upon 
denatare of Uie (evcral maladies and the methods of cure, 
they (hould on the fourth day return to the fenate-houfe 
lUeaded by their apothecaries ftored with proper medi- 
cines; and before the members fat, ac-miniiler to each of 
Aon lenitives, aperitives, abfterfives, corrofives, reftrin- 
gents, palliatives, laxatives, cephalalgics, idlerics, apo- 
pid^matics, acoulUcs, as their feveral cafes required ; 
ttd according as thtfe medicines fhould operate^ repeat, 
aher, or omit them at the next meetii^. 

This projeA could not be of any great expenee to the 
pablic; and might in my poor opinion be of much ufe for 
ttc £fpatch of bufmefs in thofe countries, where fenates 
hi?cany fliare in the legiflative power ; beget unanimity, 
ftorten debates, open a few mouths which are now clo- 
fal« and dofe many more which are now open ; curb the 
P^ancy of the young, and correct the pofitivenefs of 
Ae old ; rouze the flupid, and damp the pert. 

Again, becaufe it is a general complaint, that the fa- 
'onritcs of princes are troubled with fhort and weak me* 
*ories ; the iame dodlor propofed, that whoever attend- 
ed a firft miniiler, after having told his bufinefs with the 
Btmoft brevity and in the plained words, fhould at his 
^parture give the faid miniiler a tweak by the nofe, or 
* kick in me belly, or tread on his corns, or lug him 
Aace by beth ears, or run a pin into his breech, or pinch 
Uianii black and blue, to prevent forgetfulne^ : and at 
iBVCry levee-day repeat the fame operation, till the bull- 
ed* were done, or abfolutely refufed. 

Hi likewife direded^ that every fenator in the great 
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council of a nation^ aft^ he had. delivered his opinioiH 
and argned in the defence of it, fhoold be obliged to give 
his voce directly contrary ; becaufe, if that were done, the 
refult wonld infallibly terminate in the good of the public. 

When parties in a date are violent, he offered a won* 
derful contrivance to reconcile them. The method is 
this : you take an hundred leaders of each party ; yon 
difpofe them into couples of fuch whofe heads are near* 
«il of a fize ; then let two nice operators faw oiF the •r- 
eiput of each couple at the &me time; in fuch a manner 
that the brain may be equally divided. Let the occtfuit 
thus cut off be interchanged, applying each to the head 
ef his oppofite party-man» It feems indeed to be a work 
that requireth feme exaftnefs ; but the profeilbr afliued 
Bs, that if it were dextroafly performed the cure woold 
be infallible. For he argued thus ; that the two half 
brains bein? left to debate the matter between then%lve§ 
within the fpace of one fcull, would foon come to a good 
nnderftanding, and produce that moderation, as well as 
regularity of thinking, fo much to be wifhed for in the 
heads of thofe, who imagine they come into the world 
only to watch and govern its motion : and as to the dif- 
ference of brains in quantity or quality, among thofe who 
are directors in fadiion ; the do6tor affured us, from hit. 
own knowledge, that it was a perfedt t|ifle. 

I heard a very warm debate between two profeffors a- 
bout the moft commodious and effedlual ways and means 
of raifmg money without grieving the fobjeft. The firft 
affirmed, the jufted method would be to lay a certain tax 
upon vices and folly ; and the fum fixed upon every man 
to be rated after the faireft manner by a jury of his neigh- 
bours. The fecond was of an opinion diredtiy contrary; 
to tax thofe qualities of body and mind, for which men 
chiefly value themfelves ; the rate to be more or lefs ac- 
cording to the degrees of excelling ; the decifion whereof 
fhould be left entirely to their own breaft. The highefl 
tax was upon men who are the greatefl ^vourites of 
the other fex, and the afTeffments according to the num- 
ber and natures of the favours they have received ; for 
which they are allowed to be their own vouchers. Wit> 
valour, and politenefs were likewife propofed to be latge^ 
ly taxed, and coUed^d ia the fame manner^ by every 

-^^Cbn's 
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^trfmS gmn^ bis own word for the qosmntn c^f what he 

poDeired, Bat as to hoacmr. joUke, wifdom, wad leam- 

Jiiir» ^tbcy {hoiilii not be taxed ;it 2II | becaofe thef are 

tficadors nf fo fingulax a kind, that no csan wj!I ci* 

flilow tlicjn in his ncighboiu'^ 01 value them iu Mm* 

fcif. 

The women were propofcd to fee taxed according to 
tlicir beauty and fklll in drufTrng 1 wherein they had the 
famt pjivjlcge vyith the men, to be determined by ihrif 
own jaclj^ment. But conitancy, challiiyt good knh,, and 
^f>~r! --'-tre were not rated, becaufe they wouid not bear 
ti - of colleding* 

^m i " t-^'-ep fenaiiors in the intereil of the crown, it WM 
^^■rofofcd, that the m^nbers ^mtld raiRe for employ* 
^^kents ; every man £rj| taking an oath, and giving fecu^* 
^K|y, that he wonld vote for the conrt, whether he won 
^^b no ; alter which tlie loiers bad in their turn the llber- 
^^f of mBmgt vtpou the next vacancy. Thus hope arid 
€E|jef' M be kept alive ; none would c<implaiti 

of ht- sifes, but impute tlieir difappointmcnta 

wholly to fortimc, whofc fhouldeis are biaadcr ^nd 
fifoogpf t^Txn thofe of a mjniilry. 

Ah ofdror fhewed me a large paper of in- 

ftm^: .'ifcciverioe plots and con fpiraciea againft 

the govcmmrn t He adViftd great Jiaiefmen to e^camin^ 
le diet of alt fufpe£led per^e ; their irme* of eat- 
m which fide ihey lay in bed j with which hand 
ped their poileriors ; to lake a flrift view of their 
} Mid from the colour, the odour, the tafte» 
eoniiileiiGet the crudenefs, or miitiirjiy of digdlion, 
fofta a judgment of their thoughts und dcfigni. Eecnnfe 
are never (o ferioiii^ tiioughtfyl, and intent, m 
ben ihcy are at ftooJ^ which he found by frequent 
tnt : for in fuch conjnnauresj when he ufcd mere- 
trial to confidcr which was the bed way of murder* 
K.ing^ h\ ! ' would have a tin flu re of green; 
Ice difier 1 he thought only of raifing an 

ing the metrnpolis. 
ifc W3S written with ^reAt acttti^nefip 
;iv^iiy Qblcrv2ttion5 both curt^ ' * : Hr 

but, as I conceive*!, not alt- -^ 

'hm I vciuurcd to ttU die^uihori and oU'ci^U jf L<; pU-a- 
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fed to fupply him with fome additions. He received my 
propoiition with more compliance than is ufual among 
writers, efpecially thofe of the projefting fpecies ; pro- 
feiTmg he would be glad to receive farther information. 

I told him, that in the kingdom of Tribnia, by the 
natives called Langdon, where I had fojourned fbme 
time in my travels, the bulk of the people conM in a 
manner wholly of difcoverers, witneffes, informers, ac- 
cufers, profecutors, evidences, fwearers, together with 
their feveral fubfervient and fubaltern indruments, all un- 
der the colours, the condu£t, and pay of minifters of ftate 
and their deputies. The plots in that kingdom are a« 
iiially the workmanfhip of thofe perfons who defire to 
raife their own charafters of profound politicians ; to rc- 
ftore new vigour to a crazy adminiftration ; to flifle or di- 
vert general difcon tents; to fill their coffers with forfia* 
tures i and raife or fink the opinion of public credit, • a» 
cither {hall beft anfwer their private advantage. It i> 
firft agreed and fettled among them, what fufpedUd per- 
fons £all be accufed of a plot ; then, efFedlual care is ta<^ 
ken to fecure all their letters and papers, and put the 
owners in chains. Thefe papers are delivered to a fet 
of artilb, very dextrous in finding out the myfterious 
meanings of words, fyllables, and letters : for inftance^ 
they can difcover a clofe-flool to iignify a privy- council ;• 
a flock of geefe, a fenate ; a lame dog *, 'an invader; 
the plague, a (landing army ; a buzzard, a prime mini- ' 
fter ; the gout, a high prieft ; a gibbet, a fecretary of 
ilate ; a chamber-pot, a committee of grandees ; a &eve, 
a court-lady; a broom, a revolution ; a moufe-trap, an^ 
employment; a bottomlefs pit, a treafury.; a iink, a 
court; a cap and bells, a favourite; a lu-oken reed, a> 
court of juftice ; an empty tun, a. general ; a running- 
fore, the adminidration. 

When this method fails, they have two others more* 
effedual, which the learned among them call acroftics 
and anagrams. Firfty they candecypher all initial let- 
ters into political meanings. Thus, A'' fhall iignify a> 
plot. By a regiment of horfe, L, a fleet at fea : or, yi- 

♦ Sectht proceedings agaiaft Dr. Attcrbury, Bifliop of Ro- 
AeAcr, State- Trials^ vol. 6. 
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€9niih^ by tratdpciiing the leuers of tlie alphabet in any 
r ' ' \ they can lay open the deepell defigns of 

.'iirty* So, for example, if F'tliould £^y in a 
let Ui a ii icnd. Our br^tbtr f^m bos juft g^i tire fikt, 

fiulfiil de^ypherer wauM difcover, that the faii^e let- 

tcff» which coEspofe that fentcocej may be analyfcd m- 

40 the following words, Rrjtji^ a pht ti hr fought 

*Tbt T^Mr. And thia is the auagrammatic 
pthod, 

tT*iE profcflbr made me great acknowledgments far 
irrttinicatjng thefe obfen^ationsi and promifed to make 

/able mention of me in this treatife* 
: .av nothing in this country that could invite me te 
Lionger continu-snce^ attd began to ihiak of returning 
Bame to Efighnd. 



c H A P. vn*. 

; iio^a I^gajdo» ^rri^a nt Maldonada. K» 
He iahi a Jb&ri ^v&y^gt i& Gtubbdubdrib* 
IS^im fy ibi gmiemor, 

*HE condnentt of which this kingdom is a part, 
extends jtleli^ m I have icafon to believe, eail* 
to chat unknown trad of America weftward of Ca- 
lifornia, 



yj \\ 



. tfiat 

itiil iiB lie CijuUi otlicrwiic why wis the ciiitam dropt io 

; or wHy utnr we J^'pHvfd of €q noble fctne &§ mijjhr 

r GlubbdubJi-ib, flbcre the KO* 

hud the pCTW£f of callm;^ 

k I rim . = 1 . . j'^g j^y iJjIj jl 

mv »hf I vhkh I eoiittls 4- 

"*> riT r .:Ly» Ittmaiiccl to 

■ vanilli ia i^iitrkiy and fci Bhruntly 
ni wrte of rlitf brightcft c!i i* airi 
T fliill f niL^cjvoiif to 1^ 1 

, than Swift Merc4 1 y 
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lifornia, and north to the Pacific ocean, which is not a- 
bove a hundred and fifty miles from Lagado , where there 
is a good port, and much commerce with the great ifland 
of Luggnagg, fituated to the north- weft about 39 degrees 
north latitude, and 140 longitude. This ifland of Lugg. 
nagg flands fouth-eaftward of Japan, about an hundred 
leagues didant. There is a ftri& alliance between the 
Japane(e Emperor and the King of Luggnagg, which af- 
fords frequent opportunities of failing from one ifland to 
the other. I determined therefore to direft my courfe 
this way in order to my return to Europe. I hired two 
mules, with a guide, to fhew me the way, and carry my 
fmall baggage. I took leave of my noble protestor, who 
had fhewn me fb much favour, and made me a generous 
prefent at my departure. 

My journey was without any accident or adventure 
worth relating. When I arrived at the port of Maldo- 
nada (for fo it is called) there was no fhip in the harbour 
bound for Luggnagg, nor like to be in fome time. The 
town is about as large as Portfmouth. I foon fell into 
fome acquaintance, and was very hofpitably received. A 
gentleman of di(l:in£Uon faid to me, that fince the ibips 
« bound for Luggnagg coulJ not be ready in lefs than a 
unonth, it might be no difagreeable amufement for me to 
tfke a trip to the little ifland of Glubbdubdrib» about five 
leagues off to the fouth-wefl. He offered himfelf uid a 
friend to accompany me, and that I fhould be provided 
with a fmall convenient barque for the voyage. 

Glvbbdubdrib, as nearly as 1 can interpret the word, 
fignifies the ifland of Sorcerers or Magicians. It is about 
one third as large as the Tfle of Wight, and extremely 
fruitful : it is governed by the head of a certain tribe, 
who are all magicians. This tribe marries only among 
each other, and the eldcfl in fucceflion is prince or gover- 
nor. He hath a noble palace, and a park of about three 
thoufand acres, furrounded by a wall of hewn ftone twen- 
ty feet high. In this park are feveral fmall indofurea 
for cattle, corn, and ^ardenin^. 

The governor and his family are ferved and attended 
by domeflics of a kind fomewhat unufual. By his fkill 
in necromancy he hath a power of calling whom he plea- 
feth from the dead^ and commanding their fervice for 

twenty 
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twenty faur hours, bat no Icnager ; nor can lie ciU tbe 
I4i2tte perfons up ag*^iij in Icfs than three months, except 
Qpon Fery extrdjordiriary cjccaftons* 

W H E jfl we Eiri vf d ai tlie iiUnd , which wtji aboat ekvea 
the mormngt one of ihc gentlemen , who accompanied 

Ic, went to the governor, and defire-d admittafice for si 

Urifig^eTj who came on purpofe to have the honour of 
©uending ou his highiicfs. This was immediately grant- 
ed, and w€ all three entered the gate of ihe palace, be- 
tween two rows of guatds armed aed drefled after a very 
WLtdlc manner, arid fomething in their countenanctes that 
taaide my fielh creep with a horror I cannot exprcfs. We 
polted tWugh feveral apartments between fervants of 
the lamer fo^tf ranked on each fjde, as before, till wc 
dtmc 10 die chamber of prefence, where, after tbree pro- 
fofOMid obeyfancet, and a few general qtieftions, we were 
pertztitred to fit on three ftooh near the lowcft'llep of 
hh Ki^hnefs-s throne. He underftnod the language of 
Balnibarbi, although it were different from that of this 
ilbnd. He defircd me to give him fome account of my 
cravf)h j and, to let me fee that I fhould be treated with- 
remony, be difmifTcdaU his attendaTHs wi:h a turn 
[Anger, at which to my ^reat aftonilhmeDt they va- 
! in an inftant, like vifions in a dream when we 
r on a fudden, I could not recover myfelf in ibmc 
ae, till the governor affured me, that I ihnuld receive 
>hujt iand obferving my two companions to be under 
cern, who had Seen often entertained in the fame 
r, I began to take CDuragc, and related to hh 
Ihort hiftof)^ of my feveral adventures j yet 
-i[ fome hefuation, and frc^juendy looking be* 
me to the place, where I had fcen thofe dorndlk 
fi, I had the honour to dine with the governort 
A new fett of ghoJh ferved up the jnejit, mi 
■ 1 at table, I now obfcrved jnyfelf to be Icfs ter* 
, ibafl I had been iti the morning, f lliid tili 
r I-,. I* Hnmbly defiled hi* highncds toc^^f^'^fr m T/^i^ 
his invitation of lodging in % 

^^.\ \ 1 1,. Mf 1 private houfe > 
i of thii little I 
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After this manner we continued in the ifland for 
ten days, moft part of every day with the governor, and 
at night in our lodging. 1 foon grew fo familiarized to 
the fight of fpirits, that after the third or fourth time 
th^y gave me no emotion at all ; or if I had any appre- 
henfiohs left, my curiofity prevailed over them. For hii 
highnefs the governor ordered me to call up whatever 
perfons I would chufe to name, and in whatever num- 
bers, among all the dead from the beginning of the 
world to the prefent time, and command diem to anfwer 
any queilions 1 fhould think fit to afk ; with this condi- 
tion, that my queilions mud be confined within thecomr 
pafs of the times they lived in. And one thing I might 
depend upon, that they would certainly tell me truth, 
for lying was a talent of no ufe in the lower world. I 
made my humble acknowledgments to his hiehnefs for 
fo great a favour*. We were in a chamber, fix)m 
whence there was a fair profpedl into the park; And, 
becaufe my firft inclination was to be entertained with 
fcenes of pomp and magnificence, I defired to fee Ale- 
xander the Great at the head of his army juft after the 
V^ battle of Arbela, which, upon a motion of the govern- 
or's finger, immediately appeared in a large field under 
the window where we flood. Alexander was called op 
into the room : it was with great difficulty that I uhder- 
ftood his Greek, and had but little of my own. He aC- 
fured me upon his honour, that he was not poiibned, bat 
died of a fever by excefUve drinking f . 

Next 



* I believe it would be impoflible to find out the defign of 
Dr. Swift, in fummoning up a parcel of apparitions, that, from 
their behaviour, or from any thing they fay, are almofl of as 
little conftqucnce, as the ghofts in Gay's farce of the JTbat 
dye call it. Perhaps Swift's geikral defign nright be to ar- 
raign the conduft of eminent perfons after their death, and to 
convey their names and images to pofterity, deprived of thofc 
falfe colours in which they formerly appeared. If theft were 
his intentions, he -has mifled his aim ; or at leafl has been fi> 
tar carried away by his difpofition to raillery, that the monl 
which ought to arife from flich a fable, is buried in obicurity.- 
Orrery. 

f Ihe firft airy fubftance introduced is Alexander the Great. 
After a hint from GuUiver, iVv^lI vjc have loft the true Greek 
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Next 1 Giw Hannibal pacing the Alps, who told me, 
I liad not a drop of vinegar in hi^ camp *. 

the conqiucror ©F tii« univerfc U matJe to Jeclitre opoa 
iixiftour, ** tiiflt he died hj eKccflfivc drinkin|;, not by poi- 
A iriifing and an improp^rr ©bicrvation, bceaaic the 
tjLrid&n h called up ai he appeared ac llie head of his army» 
after the battle of Arbcla. 1 own my cxpeOatbus were 
r, whco 1 found his appcaratic^ vvas to be al that particular 
lUnOme^ Or ra,iher I couM hav^c wifbcd to have feco him af* 
ter rju- h iTflr of ISSUS^ when the trm^crarc afc whkh he made 
t' ry was highly worthy of imitatian. Stifh a cir* 

c- Mii^hf have graced his triumph There are others 

EC' iu tiic hiftorical records »f hiui, thit icdmxid to b*4 
ht [j-ur- The tender regard which hr lhcT*Fcd to Pin dun by Ifi* 
" ' ■ : iijet, when b<^ rafcrd the city of TIiches» 
■ Mai eratitudc from all fuc^recditag bard^* 
,., . .,.^M lit vihtcd ihe tomb of AchitJei; the a-f- 
fi fcfpcd p*id by him toArirtotle; ihe undamitei 

ci .laccd in his phyfieiau Philip; aue inOantcs Sufficient 

to fhr"A% that AkjtanJcr did not want lijwje Virtue* of huniauJiy. 
And wHrn ■«€ confrdcr feveral of h*s rails a£'ciotjs of ijitbrtery, 
^^ httW far the tiitive excEUendc* of the mind 

r id dunged by fatTioni which loo afrtu ittctii 

Vtiitni^iti defecert morti 

b evident, thaE Swift had eoQt^ved an at>l<>liite Mg'cdX t» 
bsahdff. whole character he aim* to delhoy, by tmiching it 
f lb flight a manocr, that he pots mr in mhid of the vifit pair! 
» Au(]u£^us OtrJir i« Ale*.iiiidtf *i fefjwtdire at AIe*-vndria. 
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ve#<;ij: *t <^» halty vie-«^. 1 lit aj^pcir^fice oT AlcundcT 

^K « ini/lflPOM? sfmy immr<l**ftly aH<n ihe latfjf of Art*etj, 
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I faw Caefar and Pompej at the head of their troopa 
juft ready to engage. I hw the former in his lafl: great: 
triumph. I deiired, that the fenate of Rome might ap« 
pear before me in one large chamber, and a modern re- 
prefentative in coanterview in another. The firft fcctskr 
ed to be an affembly of heroes and demy- gods, the other 
z knot of pedlars, pick pockets, highwaymen, and bul- 
lies. 

Thb governor at my reqneft gave the fign for CaeTai 
and Brutus to advance towards tis. I was ilrack with ft 

jprofoond 

tetifflpoffible, that Hannibal fhould have carriecl a ihfficieiiC 
quantity of vinegar for the purpofe related by Livy: but as 
vinegar will.certamly fyficn and diflfblve (tones, the experiment 
might haVe been improved, or lb contrived by Hannibal, as ta 
appear to make an eaiy and expeditious opening throuffh lbn« 
particular pafHige already fitted for the purpoie. Such a triat 
praOiled in that age of darknefs, and poperly manafed, migbt 
have been univemlly received as a kmd of miracle : fb that 
Livy could fcarce have avoided inferting the report as an ac« 
Itnovledged truth ; efpecially as the fad ittelf feems to bier that 
the Romans were invincible, unlels from (bme iupemataral 
cau(e. Swift, no friend to military men, thinks the Cartha- 
ginian general unworthy of any farther notice, and hafteos to 
call up the (enate of Rome. This gives him an opportuui^ at 
king very fevere upon a certain modern aflembfy, ^hidh he 
treats in a manner more refembling the cynic in his cell, than the 
Iree- humoured Rabelais in his eafy chair. Orrery, 

Livy the Roman hiftorian has related, that Hannibal bomt a 
great pile of wood upon a rock that flopped his pafla^e, and 
when it was thus heated poured vinegar upon it, by which it was. 
made fb fbft as to be eafily cut through. Haivkef. 

Guliiver*s account of his entertainment at Glubbdubdrib ii 
ftrangcly and whimfically diverting. Alexander the Great, at- 
the hrad of his army juft after the battle of Arbela, allured 
Gulliver upon his honour, that he was not poifbned, but died 
of a t'cvtt by cxceflive drinking. And afterwards Hannibal 
pafHng the. Alps, declared to him, that be had not a drop of vi- 
negar in his camp. How ridiculous, how contemptible are theft 
plagues of the world, thefe deftroyers of the human race, when 
flripped of their royalty and command, as well as their ability t0 
perpetrate any further mifchicf ? 
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^found veneration at the Cight of Brutus, and coiild 
dtfcover the mofl cotifammate virtue, tht greareft 
*dity and Ermncfs of mind, the trueft love of hh 
ft and general benevolence for mankind, m every 
lineament of hi^ countenance, I obferved witli tnocb 
pieafiire, that tneie two perfons were in good inc^Higcncc 
mih each other ; and Caefar freely conf died to me, diac 
the greatefl adtiona of his own life were not equal, by 
manv degrees, to the glory of taking it away. I had 
the booour to have much converikdon witli BratQs ; arid 
was toJdp that his anceflor Junksj Socrates^ Ep-iininon- 
da», Cato the yoynger, Sir Thomas Moor^, and himfclf, 
were perpefually together ^ ^Jtxtum^ircUt to which all 
the age& of the world camioc add a ieventh *. 

It 
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It would be tedioas to trouble the reader with rela- 
ting, what vaA numbers of ilJuftrious perfons were call- 
ed up to gratify that infatiabU deiire I had to fee the 

world 



If Brutus erred*,, it was from a wrong notion of viftne. The 
character ofCacfar is perhaps more amiable, but le(s perfed. 
His faults were great ; however^ many of them wcr« foils to 
bis virtues. A modern eminent writer has. reprefented him as 
a glutton. He tells us, that when Cacfar went to thq public 
fca(ts, he cqndantly took a vomit in the mornings with a de- 
£gn to indulge himlelf with more keennefs, and to increafe his 
appetite for the eniiiinjc; feafl. The fa^ is true» but I would 
willingly believe the inference unjufl. It is mote than probable^ 
that he pra^fcd this cuftom by the advice of his phyficians.; 
who might dire£t fuch a regimen as the mod certain and im • 
mediate preservation againA epileptic fits, to which the Di£tator 
was often liable. My honoured father, who was excelled by 
few phyflcians in the theory of phyfic, has often told me, that 
thole kinds of convulfions were of fuch a nature as generally to 
come en after eating, -and more violently if the flomarh was o- 
verloaded. ^ Caefar was (b careful in obierving a decent digni- 
ty in his behaviour^ that he dreaded the (hame of expoHng pub- 
licly this weaknefs in his conditution ; and therefore guarded 
againft it in a prudent manner^ which has (ince been conOroed 
into a reproach. Thi5 furmife re(ls upon the (honger founda? 
tlon, as all authors agree, that he was moft £lii£tly and remark ' 
ably abftcmious. 

In his public eharafler,. Caefar appears a ftrong example* 
how far the greatefl natural and acquired accompiifhments may 
lofe their luftre,. when made flibfervient to falii; glory, and aa 
immoderau thirft of power ;^ as, on the otlier hand,, the hifiory 
of Brutus may inflru^ us, what unhappy effeOs the rigid exer* 
die of liiperior virtue, when mifapplied and carried too far, 
may produce in the moH Hedfall mind, or the Ibundeft judg- 
ment. 

Gulliver has given to Brutus five companions, Junius Brutus, 
Socrates, Eparainondas,^ Cato the Ceolbr, and. Sir Thomas 
Moore. Such a fextumvirate is not ealily lo be increalej : 
yet let me hope, that the reflection is too feverely critical, when 
he adds,. *' that all the ages of the world cannot fbrnilh out a 
*• leventh." Every age has produced, men of virtue and abili- 
ties in the higheK degree. The race of mankind, fincc their 
firft creation, have been always the fame. The greatell char 
rafters have. been blended with the greateft faults. Poets and 
hiftorians have finglcd out particular perlbns for fame and 
immortality : they have adorned them with accompltlhrnents 
which perhaps they never poflclled, while other men equally me- 
ritorious have been fileBtly burled in oblivion, with only the- 

61f-con{qouj[ji£li 
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world in e^'cry peiiod of intiquity placed befor* me. I 
chiefly fed mine eyes with beholding the defLi overs of 
tyrants and ufurperf, 2Uid the tcsorers of liberiy to op- 

prcntd 



fitr-confcioufhefs cf dtfrrv'mg a fJiLk zmocg the cottvuTaoli of 
Brutus in the Klyfian fields. 

In this iJkiliriou^ intuxnva&te, Sorrates ftLd Sir Their:- 1 
Moore unJoubtcJiV dtfcr.c iht p .-c-citjL'ictjcc. Tiic cxtr» vi-^jii.t 
virtue of Juaius Bru:a^ h itaorL:ng to cv:ry paret:, -cm:. c\try 
^ood-natured ir.ind. The imp:»rtanl fervicsrs cf ri.e fa:r.rr 
might jufUy have clain«i froai Vit put-iic ibc perdue of :.i«- 
funs : and when his panrr^l pieiy had lived tiirir li^Ca. i ib p-c- 
cepu and example niight ib eiTcctUhUy La-.t irclaioicd ihcir .:- 
rors, as to have iriiidc iHrm t>cc'ja'ic uief jI members of the < ; :n- 
m on wealth. } am fuJly ;<rruaw{:i. tbti if I>r. bi^ift hiic i>cx-i: a 
lather, wc ibould not h«vL fo-ji«d the nai&e of Julius bruiLJ 
where it is no«- placed. 

In Epaminondiis the Txicbar. glory Br a appeared, and di^d. 
His own merit, in o\crc: 2-.:r:g tr.e grt«:'-:'i i.ifbcui:is:s, en*::', y 
fixed his reputation. A i.^fp" concurrca'.t .i '..rcmr.itun','. . 'idS 
often given fame to othcn ; u\li f^uniuLitdas v. u l&dcbud /or 
his Hipnior character only '.o himAlf. 

I am in Ibme dvubt, ur.ct'.cr Cz.Ij t^e Cenior can fairly chiim 
a rank amone Co choice 2 ^r'y^f of ^hvfii • . rii. } ji'tiy iudccd 
condemned the hixury of ::.t: Koniaitb, and )■'.- pun:i:.cd rlicir 
vices wl'h an impanial K>rr.:y. hut Ijcii- n !ic It'.n.k to h:ic 
inddlgcd bis o»n iiatursu' '.t.Tjptr, riti.rr iKan 'o .'.u- ■, tc.td uU 
iblutely from a kjve of v.'rtLt'.. tit «as a dr'.i;::cd ^.licn.y to 
poetry, painung, aud kiJ tK polite: urts. Ki; ai.' proud, vaifj, 
and morofe. i>ut» abwc iili, he wa^ iv o'rcir.tjy i.\iiiic'iou£, 
tliat Riudkmanthus, in t^/: Archblfii'jr tf Cifri-^ruy't dite)o;-.ut-» 
of the dead, after ixr**.iVn^ Pjc.t rv^yi 'o Jiis •rici'i. ttUi 
him, as he wasr an ujurtr, ht tt-j.d ret t)-.- »Lrr;!':t.d jr.'.'.- ii,t 
Elyfian 6cld£ ; and ln'-"ifv:L- trt-ri i :r. to i.tv; •.'■ '. ;:-:<; i.^ yjt- 
ter; in -lien l;-.r_Tior. '•.. r- . ":* ^'- •■';•' ** t '..:.( r.j...'n'Ji f,f 
his diipofjt'fin. by c?...r ::. • ■• i". -.ly /■ ■. : t- „; ;•.:•.•.: j^tt a to 
come icto Kl\;ijai. a-id :y ':'..:'i"'r^ ^^i c-^^ uv-i.-.f'. s.:l u.i'U: 
Mkho ucre not qw.f»tJ f- r -^dr:.i".irjt#-. I* '.*.«:. e» i? 'it :Kc:i 
gives him money, to p^y Oikron frr.r (ii'.^j jtH* ?.;;'.« '*'. o ^tie 
not able to ^^y i*'r t.-ciKit - v. ; zui tt tLt ia'?-'. •:"Jt c'^'^rrr*. 
chat he will pyr-T'; • i!r i»^ * rviotr. li !.c cifi.*- ?-> itii out 
that money uj-^or. ufury l-ov vtry c.Htrcnt uit the ftritiiurrft 

of 
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preiTed and injured nations. Bat it is irapoffible to ex- 
prefs the (atis&dion I received in my own mind, after 
fhch a manner as to make it a fuitable entertainment to 
the reader. 

CHAP. 



•f Abp Fenelon, tndof Dr. Swift, far their jadfmcDt of Gitoi 
The one thinlu him unworthy of a pbce among mlUioni ii* 
Elyfhim, while the other diftinguifhes hnn among the matdr 
men of antiquity. From this diflenfion of opinions may M tn- 
ocd, perh^s, the particuhu: temper hoth of the Archbifllop md 
of the Dean ; and from thence may be deduced the realon why. 
the Cenfbr was efVeemed by the bitter, and condemned by the 
former. Orrery. 

The noble amhor finifhes hu remarks on this feventh chaptei;. 
by oblerving, that ** Gulliver, after having taken a tnufienT 
** view of ntmiberlers iiiuflrious peribns, whom he does Bot 
** name, clofes the chapter, and gives him an opportanky of fr 
*' niOiing his letter ;" and then t^drefles his fbn thns: "^ Latv 
«' rery late, may you become a ghoft ; and when omcy may j«b 
** equal any of Swift's fextamvirate : and may his ghoft (gnnm 
** lefs cynical and better in(lru£ted) rejoice to admit voir into tba 
** company, from which he has ib arbitrarily exclocfed all ffaim 
•• generations!*' 

Gulliver has not excluded all future generations frona addnif M 
this fcxtumvirate. For he fpeaks only of the time paft. 'Uluc 
€ato*s may appear to blefs the world, and oppofe the torrent of 
•orruption,.in after ages, God only knows. Btoifp. 
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CoUhc^ dcfd «f 



Jifrcf^ d»t HoMt ml AittKk Mf «A« Aife m in 
It 1^ Im«^ «f l^dr riMiiiJirmii * IIitt, Uf «v b»^ 

** ed v«7 ftfesQ lot one of 1st j^ mml %m ejm mm te p«# 

fix cca(t«ki Im not w l *fic*i Mi Acv«i% or t|«^ i 
gofii fci«w. 



gUd that h;: it^nfed lai cje-fi^lic «l& W bved ; i^ee if k i»> 

lakes, dm \h9. wm^a t^ fciB«wii man Me^~ 
^bta it it not iaftfrffopDel fcf futari ohyrAik^ 
«Mrfad0ti* ite Hamct hat ■lowiSfcii omcc |Mfi»» i 
Cidkr« uU AtftuCMi j and leMIe tlnir piOMn Int 
^ Srtirt . r tSc llk4 h»t htm htk^ TU Gmom , 

Hovcvcr. if Homsr ««» iM* 

Ims* 4red^ vhkli bfliM bca ptCi 

lie wnmUd ir,mtumts I bdkve« §mA ^ flMlM of Mi 



Eiii: tLc tt^itlbftott. Some af tbc& Intaed prd^^tt ^f« 
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were forced to attend in the court and outward rooms of 
the palace. I knew and could diilinguifh thofe two he- 
roes at firil tight, not only from the croud> but from 
each other. Homer was the taller and comelier perfon of 
the two, walked very ere£t for one of his age, and his 
eyes were the mod quick and piercing 1 ever beheld. 
Ariftotle flooped much, and made ufe of a ftaffl Hii 
vifege was meagre, his hair lank and thin, and his voice 

noilow. 



entirely waded their obf^rvations upon particles and words; others 
have run into a minute exa^efs, in comparing the propriety of 
his imaaes ; while others, again, have endeavoured to trace oat 
from tne Iliad and Odyfley, all the rudiments of arts and 
iciences. Some there are who dwell on fiich- narrow cifouii- 
ftances as were neglected by Homer, and can only be fiikabfe . 
to their own confined genius. They are not able f purfiie bnan 
im- his fiiblime flights, and attempt therefore to bring htm up- 
on a level with themfelves. Their low mechanical notions re- ' 
mind me of an abiurd proUem propofed by the famoos Moofi 
Huet, whether the Iliad might not be written upon vcUom in 
(b /mall a hand, that the whole mieht be contained within a 
nut-fhell ? This important quedion is faid to have ennged the 
thoughts and attention of the French court,, and. gives « a. 
true picture of a laborious , taftelefs critic upon Homer. Tile 
Dauphin and his train are for putting the Iliad mtoa nut-flielli 
when Alexander and his courtiers chofe the richeft and-moft-CD* 
rious cabinet of Darius, as the only proper repofitory for Honefi 
works. 

Homer and Ariflotle were as oppolite as poflible in their dia* 
rasters : but Dr. Swift has placed them together, chiefly vrith » 
view of (hewing their commentators in that juft and ridicii^ 
has light in which thofe ^holiads ought to appear. When aa 
age is blefled with the produAions of an uncommon genias, 
rach as refembles Homer, it mufl, in fbme meadire, be pumQi* 
cd by bad imitations and comments; in the fame manner that 
you may have ob(crvcd the (un, by its heat and influence, rai^ 
iing vapours, and animating tnfeOs, that infcf^, and pethaps 
corrupt the air, in which- he (hines with Co- much luftre. fiat 
when an original admired author, as Aridotle, is really errone- 
ous, and' deceives with falfe (pecious princrples, what a train 
of errors mu(l arife from commentators on (uch AibjeOs, who, 
while they endeavour to purfue and extend a pleaGng inchanted 
profpe£l, that has no real foundation, deviate into a dark, di(^ 

agreeable road of briers and thorns? — It is on this account 

that the Dean has introduced Aridotle in. company with.HQmer« 
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hollow *. I foon difcovered that both of them weie per- 
fe^ ilnitigers to the T€i\ of the compatjy, and had n^vm 
feen or heard of them before. And I had a whifper 
from a ghoft, who fhaJl be nam deft, that thefc oommeo- 

tators 



• This JeicHption of Ariftotle is Ede^ i^i in a few laords re- 
pfctcfjti the true nature of hi* wdtki. By not hiiving the ifumoT-* 
lAt Ipirit of Homer, he was un*blc to keep his body ttt£\ ; ^ni 
tj5 Aaff", wliich feebly fupported him, like hi$ commcnuiors;, 
tnadc this defe^ more conrpicuous. He wanted not fbme ufelfuL 
c^daUtic* i bflt thcfc real ^mamettti, like his hair, were tbin and 
Wfp-i(tftti |. HU (!ylc mas harfh, and» like hi* voice, had nei- 
ther force (lor harnmny. He whe witfiouc doubt a man of ^cat 
yefii»*rn«d pefictraEiCJi ; but he did iofinltely more prejudice ihan 
. to real litentare* He ihsiicd -words more th&ti fa^; 
livered his phil&ibphy perpkxed wtth luch intricate logkal 
icraii, a$ have hU a foundaiieti for tjje en41els (choliftic difputa- 
tloiis which hcLvf cofruptrd jind retarded the progrefs of learn^- 
tng. Jle waged war \\ith all his predccelKjrs. He never ^tjoies 
an author hut ivith a view En refute his opinion* Like the Olto- 
Enifi Emperor, he eould not reign in fafety, tUl he had ^(k 
ijeliroycd his bfethren. He was av ambitious tti fidetiee, as his 
pupU McKiindct' VL3d^ In arms. He aimed to be a defpotie 
otjgtnal ; and not only to be the pfince, hut ihc tyrant of phib- 
IbpTiy. What then can be cxpe£Ecd from the eommentatois of 
1^;^ . oi-L >: svHq were dcvnid of his ingenuity, and pnlTt-ncd 3JI his 
if : cs ? Raiflus w (ill hi J covert Ignorance^ and Seoius 

ji '? mih their fuhd^'inan^ and imaginary nothings^ mtift 

m^c 4 toiitemptible figure m the Elyfiao Icldi, which are the 
pppulcd manfiq^ns of chcarfulnef^, truth, and candour, and con^* 

Sucndy mud b« a very improper fttuation tot that tribe of phi- 
>p7phcf ( . Ornrjf, 
f- ' "■ cir^t portrait of Homer we obferve all the maik* and 
d of iiuickncfs, |»tniii4» aod ^re, accompamed witJi 

i uoutr jirtd fchdty in Uie er*mmumcyiiun of his 

i' fi nnd force, unto the dmh of his auditors, 

^ Arlftorlc h ctjHslly strong and malkfly. He. 

fi ., faith he. eiud mide ufc of a ftjifl ; that is» h« 

li lie emiliJered, he niuhuuted^ be ponLUfed deeplv. att 

tin in.]: I intricate and ' " " ' ' ', ' '' ' :. ; 

and. by tiic tbrce ot f^ 

he i^lcAi'ed hij i*^v thtot.^^.. ^ - ..u ■,.,.., w..,..r .>■. ,-,.-vk 

lufQ tlie road *hidi tt^i to IL-jcncc and phjiofophy. — — - The 
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tators always kept in the moft diftant quarters finom their 
principals in the lower world, through a conidoofneisof 
ihame and guilt, becaafe they had lo horribly miirepre- 
fented the meaning of thofe authors to poftenty. I ia* 
troduced Didymus and Euftathius to Homer, and pre- 
vailed on him to treat them better than perhaps they dc- 
ferved ; for he foon found they wanted a genius to enter 
into the fpirit of a poet. But AriAotle was out of all pa- 
tience with the account I gave him of Scotus and Ra* 
mns, as I presented them to him, and he afked them 
whether the reft of the tribe were as great dunces as 
themfelves. 

I then defired the governor to call up De(cartes vd 
Gaflendi, with whom 1 prcfvailed to explain their fy- 
ilems to Ariftotle. This great philoibpher freely ao> 
knowledged his own miftakes in natural philoibphyv be- 
caufe he proceeded in many thines upon conje&nre, as 
ail men muft do ; and he found, that Gafiendi, who 
had made the dofbine of Epicurus as palatable as he 
could, and the i/ortiaj of Defcartes> were equally to 

be 



remaining part of Ariftotle's portrait is only the reprefentttioa 
of an abft rafted (cholar, worn away and decayed with yearly 
hard (hidy, no£himal lucubrations, and the want of bodily eier- 
ci(e. 

Some would make Swift treat Ariftotle with very little rcQieA. 
But. on the contrary. Swift admired Ariftotle beyond all the 
philoibphers which had appeared in the world, from the days of 
Alexander the Great to the moment he was then writing; I hid 
abnoft faid, even to the contempt of all others, not excepting 
Defcartes. Gaflcndi, and the famous Sir Ifaac Newton.' ■ 

From a little book of inftruftions which Dr. Swift was pleaied to 
draw up for the ufc of a lady, I (hall, in his own words, give his 
real opinion of Aridotle. " Ariftotle, the difciple of Plato, and. 
** tutor to Alexander the Great. His followers were called Peri- 
" patetics, from a Greek word which fignifies to -walk, becauie he 
*• taught his difciplcs walking. "We have not all his works ; and 
** fbme of thofe which are imputed to him, are (uppoled not ge- 
" nuine. He writ upon logic, or the art of reaibning; upon mord 
" and natural philofophy ; upon oratory, poetry, etc. and feems to 
" be a perfbn of the moji comprebenfive genius that ever livedo 
S'A-ift. 
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ia» tli^t nc\K' iyilems Qt ir^iiuc were Dm new IlHi-'Hs, 
I Vol. 11. R whidi 



I htlUvt you will fiirtJ, fhar Arift^Ue is ftsll e<i be prefcrrei 
f Eptcums, The former mside fomc ufeful experiments anJ 
verteif and vi»? enffiifcd in i real porfatt of ktion Wgc, alrh&' 
Bfirrismia- d. The latter was fuli of vanrty 

Amn> If ipoftor» atiJ only aimed aC dccxivmg. ' 

, p^' * ^.:..^;,,i- . kjch he has ilTtrtAl^ 

> dtariter His Hi- 

phy \*^nfi iji pf»>- 

r fear ot UtJti. >ir. Boyle, one «F hii vi^mef) flJ- 

^hh hO. opinion, whptr he jaj^it, Ow t»r f-i^nrrt* p^t 

ri, ni ajjfz fes ' 

*.im» that Jrt- 

..: . - ■ , , ; ' * ' : rountJa- 

' cL-i ;:■,.■::■ . -iper isnd 

v-.iJt; ;u5 iit-:.. .. .„,. ,^ ti> llim- 

c to the rulc^ of true i Hi& torfime 

: iui care and ibiicitudc , .iinanan Itsiliic 

I ifiicmpf rante. Ik palTcd iht grcaiefl part of hit 

gtnlen; wlirrc be tvjnytd aM the clcj^^rinf ^Trr^^Vmirtlt* 
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■rtictthr baf p> 



ctto bim : tor, in i 

dition frS'* drrpfi^ff. r 

fbit hcv 



vp- 

i-in 

nt*. i*hcn lie fi^tuii 
n Urge drmgliif *f j 
. ..J, uti*J diprrvrd «jf tU 
jjCv-h*mJ, itutt > ptuk^« 



|fift«r Stfjim tBrlui ki^^/a ^pa^ 



gc 01 tiut iui';e^t. ni; 
I icverc a vnuc. J 
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F97- 
and 



bt a fhort period of time, 
it was determined* 
lnvcrfing with many others of 
' moft of the firfl Roman em- 
be governor to call up lilioga- 
^a dinner, but they could not 
Jl for want of materials. A 
, di{h of Spartan broth, but I 
I fecmid fpoonfoL 
|o conduced me to the ifland, 
^ate affairs to return in three 
feeing fome of the modern 
le greatcft figure for two or 
I our own and other countries 
leen always ei great admirer 
I de fired the governor would 
kings* with their anccllors 
eneratioDs. But my difap- 
unexpe6led. For, in (lead 
adems, I faw in one family 
litrtiers, and an Italian prclatc- 
|hbot, and two cardinals. I 
for crowned heads to dwell 
rjeft. But 35 to counts, mar- 
tie like, I wai not ib fcru- 
was not without fonie plea- 
able to trace the particular 
famiiies are diftiij^uiihed, 
I could plai n ly di ftov e r, from 
a long chin, why ii fecond 
es for two generations, and 
i fools 



1^9?, Bttd dkJ in 1*55. ^'ith 

Ifit^ver related to the pcribn and to 

Ut[cr Qi which h« hs^ reduced* 

ro* the charafters of fuch ^hoftj 
rullivcr. I may be wrong cirlier 
rvations : and T fliall rejoice to Ix:. 
jf icaiDiDg. whatever.* 

Qrrerj. 
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which would vary in every age ; and even thofe who 
pretend to demonilrate them from mathematical prin- 

ciplesy 



un<\ among the moderns. Cicero commends him fbr cultivating 
hisfriciiJlhips in the mod exquifite manner. The book lies opea 
before mc, and I will tranlcribe the words. De qua lanucitia] 
Epicurus qu'tdcm ita dicit, omnium rerum quas ad hate vivcndgm 
fapicutia coniparaverit^ nihil ejfe majus amicitia, mhil uherius^ mMi 
jucrujJius'f ncqite vero hoc oratione JbJuni, fed multo magis vita, d 
fdiiis, et moribus comprohavU. Diogenes Laertius prai(es his vii^ 
tue and learning. In the Auguflan age the greateft names are ia- 
ferted among his followers. Csfar, Atticus, Meca^nas, Lucretius, 
Virgil, and Horace, embraced his philofbphy, and gave a luftre 
to his fcft and doftrines. Sir William Temple fays, " that iw 
•• wonders wh)' fuch (harp inveftives were (b generally made a- 
•• gainft Kpicurus, by the ages that followed him ; e^cially u 
" his admirable wit, felicity of expreffion, excellence of naton^ " 
«• fweetnefs of converfation, temperance of life, and confUncy of 
•• death, made him £0 much beloved by his friends, admired by 
** liis Icholars, and honoured by the Athenians." Sir William 
Temple imputes this injuftice " to the envy and malignity of the 
*' Stoics, and to (bme grofs pretenders who afliimed the denoo)i> 
** nation of that feft; who midook his favourite principle [^That 

«• ALL HAPPINESS CONSISTED IN PLEASURE] by COnfioiDj 

•• it to I'cnfual plcafure only. To theft fiicceeded the Chriiliaoife 
" who eflcemed his principles of natural philoibphy more oppo* 
** fite to thofe of our religion, than either the. Platonifts, the 
*• Peripatetics, or even the Stoics thcmfelves.** This is the opi- 
nion, and thefe are almoft the exa£t words of the great Sir Wil- 
liam Temple. 

Swift equally explodes Epicurus, and the more modem ph3o(b- 
phcrs Delcartcs and Gaflendi. 

Defcartes was a knight-errant in philofbphy, perpetually mif- 
taking windmills for giants; yet, by the ftrength of a warm i- 
magina;ion, he ftarteJ fome opinions, which probably put Sir 
Ifaac Newton and others on making many experiments that pro- 
duced mofl: ufcful difcovcries. 

Gaflendi was efteemcJ one of the grcateft ornaments of France. 
He was a dodtor of divinity, and royal profeflbr of mathematics. 

He 
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ciples, woold flouriih bat a fhort period of time, and 
be out of vogue when that was determined. 

I fpent ^ve days in converfing with many others of 
the antient learned. I faw mol^ of the tinl Roman em- 
.perors. I prevailed on the gowmcr to call up Klioga- 
balus's cooks to drefs us a dinner, but they could not 
Ihew us much of their (kill for want of materials. A 
ibt/o/ of Agefilaus made us a difh of Spartan broth, but I 
was not able to get down a fecond fpoonful. 

The two gentlemen who conducted me to the ifland, 

were .preffed by their private affairs to return in three 

days, which I employed in feeing fome of the modcra 

dead, who had made the greateft figure for two or 

three hundred years pad in our own and other countries 

of £urope; and having been always a great admirer 

of old illuftrious families, I defired the governor would 

call up a dozen or two of kings, with their anccllors 

in order for eight or nine generations. But my difap- 

' pointment was grievous and unexpedled. For, inftcad 

of a long train of royal diadems, I faw in one family 

twoiidlers, three fpruce courtiers, and an Italian prtl;;tc.. 

In another, a barber, an abbot, and two cardinals. I 

have too great a veneration for crowned heads to dwell 

any longer on Co nice a fubjefl. But as to count., mar- 

qui/es, dukes, earls, and tiie like, 1 wai not To kru- 

puloos. And, I confefs, it was not without fomc pica< 

fure, that I found myfeif able to trace the prijiicul.ir 

features, by which certain familic;* arc diftiji^-ujil-cd, 

op to tiitir ori^JLeJi. 1 cculd plainly difcovcr, fr(;in 

whence one family utrivei a I'^n^ cuii*, uLy ;. krund 

bath abounded with kj.av'n O^t iwo ^tu<:rj,iiij.i., i.ud 

K 2 iu'.S 
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fools for two more ; why a third happened to be crack- 
brained, and a fourth to be (harpers ; whence it came 
what Polydore Virgil fays of a certain great hoofe, 
Kec nji'r Jcris, nee Jcsmina cafia ; how cruelty, falfhood, 
and cowardice grew to be charaftcriftics, by which cer^ 
tain fannilies are diflinguifhed as much as by their coats 
of arms ; who firft brought the pox into a noble hoofe, 
which hath lineally defcended in fcrophulous tumours to 
their pofteiity. Neither could I wonder at all this, 
when 1 faw fuch an interruption of lineas^es by pages, 
lacqueys, valets, coachmen, gameflers, fidlers, players» 
captains, and pick-pockets. 

I was chiefly difgufted with mpdem hiflory. For ha- 
ving fbidtly examined all the perfbns of greateft name 
in the courts of princes for an hundred years paft, I 
found how the world had been mifled by proftitute wri- 
ters to afcribe the greateft exploits in war to cowards, 
the wifeft counfel to fools, fincerity to flatterers, Romaa 
virtue to betrayers of their country, piety to atheifls, 
chadity to fodomites, truth to informers : how many 
innocent and excellent peribns had been condemned to 
death or banifhment by the pradlifing of great miniAen 
upon the corruption ot judges, and the malice of &- 
^tions: how many villains had been exalted to the 
highefl places of truft, power, dignity, and pro£t: 
how great a fhare in the motions and events of courti, 
councils, and fenates, might be challenged by bawds, 
whores, pimps, parafltes, and buffoons: how low an 
opinion 1 had of human wifdom and integrity, when I 
was truly informed of the fprings and motives of mat 
jenterprizes and revolutions in the world, and of the 
contemptible accidents to which they owed their fuc- 
.cer>. 

Here I difcovered the roguery and ignorance of thofe 
who pretend to write anecdaiej^ or fecrct hiflory ; who 
fend fo many kings to their graves with a cup of poifon; 
will repeat the difcourfe between a prince and chief mi- 
niiler. where no witnefs was by; unlock the thoughts 
and cabinets of ambaffadors and fecretaries of flate ; 
and have the perpetual misfortune to be miflaken. Here 
1 difcovered the true caufes of many great events that 

have 
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hsivc fyrprifed the world ; how a whore Cin govern the 
bock Itairs, the back-flairs a council, Knd the council Sk' 
fcnale. A general confefled in my prefencej iJiat he got 
a vktoty purely by the force of cowardice itnd ill con- 
du^ ; and an admiral, that for want of proper inlel!i» 
gctux he beat die enemy, to whom he intended to be- 
ti ;et* Three kings protciled to mcV that in theiJ' 

v ns they never did once prefer any peribn of 

mtiiiU uulef^ by miibke, or treachery of fomc minilltT 
^ M l vt'hom thry cmifided; neither v^ould fhey do il if thev^ 
^■iL^ in; and they fliewcd with great fticT^glh 

^P^t the r€yail throne could not be fuppoited 

^^v lion t becaiife that pofitive, confide*}!, 

I J \vhicii virtue infufed into a m^^t was A 

r uj public bufineii- 

[ ififityto inquire, in a particukr manner^ 

i great n timbers had procured to diem- 

of honOQr sjnd prodigious eftates i and 

V to a very modern period, however 

: prefcnt times, becaufe I won Id be 

le e\ en to foreigners j for I hope the 

.. .-. . c cold, that I do not in the leall tn- 

country in what ] h.y upoo this occailoiu 

*- of pcrfnns concerned were caljed op, 

y flight examination difcovered fuch a 

, that I cannot refte£l upm It withont 

! . Fcrj nry , op p r eilton , fu born ati on ♦ frau d, 

i the like irfrtninet^ were ^mox\^ the 

Tts thcv had to mention ; and for thefe 

ance. But when 

.Ih and wenltji to 

tQ the p roll ituti tig of their 

others to th^^ bf trayji^g their 

^» more to 

c irirotcnt; 

od 

.h 

! rnnk, who 

ilac to their 
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I had often read of fome great fervices done to princes 
and (laces, and deiircd to fee the perfbns, by whom thofe 
fervices were performed. Upon inquiry 1 was told, that 
their names were to be found on no record, excepj: a few 
of them, whom hillory hath reprefented as tne vileft 
rogues and traitors. As to the reft, I had never once 
heard of them. They all appeared with dejefled looks, 
and in the meanefl habit, mofl of them telling me they 
died in poverty and difgrace, and the reft on a (cafFold 
or a gibbet. 

Among others there was one perfbn, whofe cafe ap^ 
pearcd a little fmgular. He had a youth about eighteen 
years old ftanding by his fide. He told me he had fbr 
many years been commander of a fhip ; and in the fea- 
£ght at Allium had the good fortune to break thro' the 
enemy's great line of battle, fink three of their capital 
ili'ps, and take a fourth, which was the fole caiife of 
Anthony's flight, and of the vidlory that enfued ; that 
the youth ftanding by him, his. only (on, was killed in 
the adion. He added, that upon the confidence of ibme 
merit, the war being at an end, he went to Rome, and 
folicited at the court of Auguftus to be preferred to a 
greater fliip, whofe commander had been killed ; but 
without any regard to his pretenfions it was given to a 
boy, who had never feen the fea, the fon of libertina, 
who waited on one ©f the Emperor's. miftrefles. Return- 
ing back to his own vefiel, he was charged with negleft 
of duty, and the (hip given to a favourite page of Publi- 
cola the vice-admiral ; whereupon he retired to a poor 
farm at a great diftance from Rome, and there ended his 
life. 1 was fo curious to know the truth of this ftory, 
that I defired Agrippa might be called, who was admiral 
in that fight. He appeared, and confirmed the whole 
account, but with much more advantage to the captain, 
whofe modefty had extenuated or concealed a great part 
of his merit. 

I was furprifed to find corruption grown fb high and 
fo quick in that empire, by the force of luxury fo lately 
introduced, which made me lefs wonder at many parallel 
tales in other countries, where vices of all kinds have 
reigned fo much longer, and where the whole praife, as 

well 
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well as pillage, hath been engroffed by the chief com- 
mander, who perhaps had the lead title to either. 

As every perfon called up made exaAly the fame ap- 
pearance he had done in the world, it gave me me- 
lancholy reflcftions to obferve, how much the race of 
human kind was degenerated among us within thefe hun- 
dred years paft. How the pox under all its confequences 
and denominations had altered every lineament of an 
Englifli countenance, fhortened the fize of bodies, un- 
braced the nerves, relaxed the fmews and mufcles, in- 
troduced a fallow complexion, and rendeired the flefti 
looie and rancid, 

• I defcended fo low as to defire that fome- Engliflv 
yeomen of ihe old (lamp might be fummoned to appear^ 
once fo famous for the fimplicity of their manners, diet, 
and drefs ; for' juftice in their dealings ; for their true 
fpirit of liberty ; for their valour and love of their coun- 
try. Neither could I be wholly unmoved, after compa- 
ring the living with the dead, when I c^nfidered how 
all thcie pure native virtues were proftituted for a piece 
of money by their grand-children, who in felling their 
votes, and managing at elections, have acquired every 
vice and corruption that can po^bly be learned in a 
court. 
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C H A ?• IX. 

Tie authcr returns to Maldonada- Saih to the kingdom 
of Luggnagff. Ibt author confined. He is Jent fur 
to court. The manner of Lis admittance. The Kin^i 
gpcat Unity to bis JuhjeQs, 

TH E day of our departure being come, I took leave 
of his Highncfs the governor of Glubbdubdribb, 
and returned with my two companions to Maldonada. 
where after a fortnight's waiting, a fhrp was ready to fail 
for Luggnagg. The two gentlemen, and fomc others, 
were fo generous and kind as to furnilh me with provifi> 
ons, and lee me on board. I was a month in this voyage. 
We had one violent ftorm, and were under a neceflity of 
fleering weftward to get into the trade-wind, which 
holds for above fixty leagues. On the 2 1 ft ~of April» 
1708, we failed into the river of Clumcgnig, which 
is a fca-port town at the fouth-eall point of X»uggnagg. 
We caft anchor within a league of the town, and 
made a fignal for a pilot. Two of them came on board 
in lefs than half an hour, by whom we were guided 
between certain fhoals and rocks which are very dan- 
gerous in the paffage, to a large bafin, where a fleet 
may ride in fafety within a cable's length of the town- 
wall . 

Some of our failors, whether out of treachery or inad- 
vertence, had informed the pilots that I was a ftrangcr 
and a great traveller ; whereof thefe gave notice to a 
ciiftom-houfe officer, by whom I was examined very 
ftriftly upon my landing. This officer fpoke to me in 
the language of Balnibarbi, which by the force of much 
commerce is generally underftood in that town, especial- 
ly by feamen, and thofe employed in the cufloms. I 
gave him a Ihort account of fome particulars, and made 
my ftory as plaufible and confiilent as I could ; but I 
tliought it neccfTary to difguife my country, and call my- 
fclf an Hollander, becaufe my intentions were for Japan, 
and I knew the Dutch were the only Europeans permit- 
ted 
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lilond (ot which he had often heurd} and 
._^vouring to get to Japan, fmm whence I 
i; 1 con vt? ok nee of returning to my own coutjtry. 

'^ ,.-. . .,,^^1 r;ii<Jj I moil be coii fined till he co-T-^ r-. , iv^ 
or. I <L I s iVc'jn courti for which he would wr '- 

aitly, and hoped to receive an anfwer in a (b. u.-i l, I 
was carried to a convenient lodging widi a Gentry placed 
at the door; however 1 had the hherty of a large garden, 
aad was ueared with humanity enough* being mainuii^- 
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rank, when they defire an admittance. Nay, fome- 
times the floor is Hrewed with dud on purpofe, when the 
perfon to be admitted happens to have powerful enemier 
at court. And I have feen a great lord with his moadi 
fo crammed, that, when he had crept to the proper di- 
ilance from the throne, he was not able to fpeak a word. 
Neither is there any remedy ; becaufe it is capital for thofe 
who receive an audience, to fpit or wipe their mouths in 
his Majeft/s prefence. There is indeed another -cuftont 
which I cannot altogether approve of: when the King 
hath a mind to put any of his nobles to death in a gentk 
indulgent manner, he commands the floor to be ((rewed 
with a certain brown powder of a deadly compofitson, 
which being licked up infallibly kills hira in twenty four 
hours. But in juilice to this Prince's great clemency, and 
the care he hath of his fubje^ lives (wherein it were 
much to be wifhed, that the monarchs of Europe would 
imitate him) it mud be mentioned for his honour, that 
ftrift orders are given t© have the infefted parts of the 
floor well wafhed after every fuch execution ; which if 
his domeftics neglefl, they arc in danger of incurring bis 
royal difpleafure. I myfelf heard him give direi^'ons 
that one of his paged (hould be whipt, whole turn it was 
to give notice about wafhing the floor after an execution, 
but malicioufly had omitted it, by which negle6^ a young 
lord of great hopes coming to an audience was unfortu- 
nately poifoned, altho'the King at that time had no deiign 
againft his life. But this good Prince was fo gradou;, 
as to forgive the poor, page his whipping, upon promift, 
that he would do fo no more without fpecial orders. 

To return from this digreffion ; when I had crept with- 
in four yards of the throne, I raifed myfelf gently upon 
my knees, and then, flriking my forehead feven times a- 
gainft the ground, I pronounced the following words, as 
they had been taught me the night before, Ickpling glof- 
fthrobb fquut ferumm blhiop mlajhnalt znjuin ttiodhalkffffb 
Jlhiophad gurdlubh a/ht. This is the compliment ella- 
bliflied by the laws of the land for all perfons admitted 
to the King's prefence. It may be rendered into EngliQi 
thus : May your celefinl Mnjejly out -live the futiy eleven 
tLootis and a half. To this the King returned fbm« 
sjjfvver, which altlio' 1 could not underlland, yet I re- 
plied 
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i a^ I had been dirc^al : J^ftn drmxaltri<k divki^m 
)firiid mhpujk^ which properly figmiiies* my tmg»e tt tn 
; mouth nf my fr if mil aod by this e^tpfeiHoD was meantt 
kt r defired leave to bring my interpreter 1 whereupon 
young raaTi already mentioned was accordingly ia- 
JuCedt by whofe intervention I anrwered as many 
eilians, jii his Majefty could put in above an hour* I 
^kc iTi the Bdnibarbian tongue, and my interpreter 
delivered my meaning in that of Luggnagg. 

Titt King was mtich delighted with my company, and 

or' ' ' Bliffimarklub, or High Chamberlain to ap- 

pr sing in the court for me aJid my interpreter ; 

. al lowance for my tabiej and a large purfe of 

v common expences- 

I r£?e months in this country out of perfect obe- 

iii Majeiiy, who was pkafed highly 10 favour 

-de me very honourable offers. Bit I thought 

iHldentwith prudence And jufltce to pa fs the 

rcouiiiidcr of my day« with my wife aiid family- '^ 
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- — hns are a polite and generous peo- 
' / they are not without Ibmc Hiarc 
>v men is peculiar to all ti^fiern countrief, 
thcmfelvci councotti to Grangers, cfpcd* 
i arc countenanced by the court* 1 had 
BIT iTi^^ niance among pcrioaa of the bcft falliJO«i« 
AndW I'di^ h}' mv interprcter» the coa- 

fcHktrr not difigreirablc, 

! f liich good oonap;ir*r, I vnL% " 

, rrhrf W I hmA feen auy of tt 
( err itsmior: i* I hdul QiOC t aiul tld'tfcd \ 

i to . be mcsuit fay fiidk ao appdl 
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tion applied to a mortal creature. * He told me, that 
fometimes, tho' very rarely, a child happened to be 
born in a family with a red circular fpot in the forehead 

diieaiy 



* The description of the Struldbrugs is an inflmAivc [nece of 
moraiity . For if we contider it in a Icrious light, it tends to re- 
concile us to our final diflbhition. Death, when Set in contraA to 
the immortality of the Struldbrugs, is no longer the king of 
terrors : he lo(es his (ling ; he appears to us as a friend ; and ve 
chearfiilly obey his fummons, becauft it brings certain relief 
to the greateu miferies. It is in this defcription, that Svift 
fhines in a particular manner. He probably felt in him^if the 
effects of approaching age, and tacitly dreaded that petiod of lift 
in which he might become a repreientative of'thofe miferablt Im- 
mortals. His apprchenfions were unfortunately fulfilled. He 
lived to be the moA melancholy fight that was ever beheld. 
Yet, even in that condition, he continued to inftmA, by ap- 
pearing a providential inftance to mortify the vanity which is too 
apt to arife in the human breaft. Our life cannot be pronoanoed 
happy, till the lalt icene is clofed with eafe and refignation ; the 
mind dill continuing to preferve its ufual dignity, and falling into 
the arms of death, as a wearied traveller fmks into reft. This ii 
that Euthanajia which Augufhis often defired, which Antoniiis 
Pius enjoyed, and for which every wife man will pray. Orrery. 

Gulliver's account of the Struldbrugs, is the fineft le^hire that 
ever was conceived by any mortal man, to reconcile poor tottcriag 
creatures unto a chearful refignation of this wretched life; ana 
pcrfedlly agreeable to that fcntiment of the infpired Prophet, 
The days of our life are threefcore years and ten : end tho* men he fi 
Jirottg^ that they live to fourfcore years ; yet is their Ufe then hi 
labour andforrow, Thofe difpcnfations of the Almighty, which are 
frequently the concomitants of old age. Dr. Swift, throughout hit 
whole life, conflantly apprehended, from fbme peculiar infirmities 
attending his habit of body, would feize upon him at laft. Thefi 
Lord Orrery, without any fort of hcfitation, roundly aflerts to be 
the avenging judgments of God, as if he had been let into the 
lecret by feme particular revelation. But, inflead of iulultine the 
afhes of &y bright a genius with the Infirmities of his latter days, 
and comparing him to one of his own Struldbrugs, we fhould en- 
deavour to inflame our fouls by catching fire, and fpirit, and pa- 
triotifm, from his inimitable writings; and filently confefs the 
ways of God to be infcrutablc, and his judgments paft fioding 
out. Swift. 
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dirtBly over ihc left eye-brow, which was an mfalliWe 
mark* ihat it fhodd never die* The fpot, as he de- 
le ribed it, was aboiit the compafs of a filver three pence, 
but in the courfe of lime grew larger, and changed rts 
coloor ; for at twelve years old it became green, fo con- 
titwed till five and twenty, then turned to a deep blae ; 
at five and forty it grew coal black, and as large as an 
Engliih lliilling ; but never ^dmitced any farther alterati- 
on* He faidj thefe births were fo rare, that he did not 
believe there could be abo\'e eleven hundred Struldbrags 
of both fexes in the whole kingdom, of which be com- 
puted about tifty in the metropolis, and among the refl m 
young girl born about three years ago ; that thefe pro- 
aEidio&f were not peculiar to any famiJy, but a meer ef* 
fed of chance jatid the children of the Struldbrugs them- 
felvei were equally mortaJ wiib the reft of the people. 

I freely own myfelf to have been ftruck widi inexprcf- 
fible delight upon hearing this account: and iheperfon, 
who gave it mc, happening to undcHland the Balnibar- 
bian language, which I fpofee very well^ T could notfor- 
be^ bmicing out into expreflions perhaps a little too ex- 
t* 1 cried out, as in a rapture : happy nation* 
every child hath at kaJt a chance for being immor- 
lappy pcople» who enjoy fo many living examples 

ancient virtue, and have mailers ready to in1b-ii6l thein 

the wifdom of all former ages 1 but, happieft beyond 
all comptrifofi are thofe excellent Struldbrugs, who be- 
iBg boro ejeempt from that univerfal calamity of human 
naturCi have their minds free and difengsged, without 
die weight and deprdEon of fpirks caufed by the con- 
tinual apprehenfion of death. I difcovcrcd my adniira- 
tioot that 1 had not abfervcd any of thefe illuftrious per- 
fon.i at court 1 the black fpot on the forehead bf^ing fa 
rt-markablc » dilliiiflion, that I could not h^^e eafily 0* 
vrj kjokrd ir : i>,nd it wa^ imp>irible that his Majcfly, n 
moil ould not provide liimfelf with ft 

ood [c and able counfcllors j yet per- 

ipi ihc viitut iji thok rcvcfend iage* waa too tlri^l fef 
the corrupt and libertiae monnm of « eoarx, At^d we 
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often 'find by experience, that young men are too opini- 
onative and volatile to be guid^ by the fober ^dlates of 
their feniors. However, fince the King was pleafed to 
allow me accefs to his royal perfon, I was refblved, upoa 
tlie very firil occafion, to deliver my opinion to him on 
this matter freely and at large by the help of my inter- 
preter ; and whether he woiSd pleafe to take my advice 
or no, yet in one thing 1 was determined, that, his Biflai* • 
jcfly having frequently offered me 'an eftablifhment ia 
this country, I would with great thankfulnefs accept the 
favour, and pafs my life here in the converfation of 
thofe fuperior beings, the Struldbrugs, if they would 
pleafe to admit me. 

The gentleman, to whom I addreifed my dKcoorfi^ 
becaufe (as I have already obferved) he (poke the lan« 
guage of £alnibarb], faid to me with a fort of a imile, 
which ufually arifeth from pity to the ignorant, that lie 
was glad of any occafion to keep me among them, and 
defired my permifiion to explain to the company what I 
had fpoke. He did ib, and they talked together for 
fome time in their own language, whereof I anderftood 
not a fyllable, neither could 1 obferve by their counte- 
nances, what imprefilon my difcourfe had made on them. 
After a fhort filence the fame perfon told me, that his 
friends and mine (fo he thought fit to exprefs himfelf) 
were very much pleafed with the judicious remarks I 
had made on the great happinefs and advantages of im- 
mortal life, and they were defirous to know m a parti- 
cular manner, what fcheme of living I fhould have 
formed to myfclf, if it had fallen to my lot to have been 
born a Struldbrug. 

I anfwered, it was eafy to be eloquent on fb copious 
and delightful a fubjedt, efpedally to me, who had 
been often apt to amufe myfelf with vifions of what I 
fhould do, if I were a king, a general, x>r a great lord : 
and, upon this very cafe, I had frequently run over the 
whole fyllem how I fhould employ myfelf, and pafs the 
time, if I were fure to live for ever. 

That, if it had been my good fortune to come into 
the world a Struldbrug, as foon as I could difcover my 
own hnppinefs by underflanding the difference between 
life and deaths I would firil refolve by all arts and me- 
thods 
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thodiy whatfoever to procctre royfelf riches. In die pur- 
iuit of which by thrift and managemeiii, I mighrf^afon- 
ably expei£l \n about two hundred ye^irs to be the wealth r- 
eft mm in the kingdom, In the fecond place, I would 
from my earlieft youth apply myfelf to the lludy of arts 
arid fdences^ by which \ fhoutd arrive in time to excel 
all others in learn in g* Laftly, I would carefully record 
every a£hon and event of confeqgence that happenifd in 
the public, impartially draw the charsklers of the feveral 
fticcefrionj of princes and great minifters of ft ate, with 
roy own obfervations on every point. 1 would exalily 
fet down the feveral changes in cuftoais, language, fiifhi- 
ons of dtef5, diet and divcritons. By ali whkh acquire- 
ments 1 ihoiild be a living treafury of knowledge and 
uifdom^ and certainly become the oracle of the nation. 

i would never marr}^ after threefcore, btit live in an 
hofpiubJe manner, y«t ftill on the faving fide. I would 
entertain myfelf in forming and dh-c6ting the minds of 
hopefut ytiung men, by convincing them from my own 
remembrance^ experience and obfervation, fortified by 
numerous cx^mple?i, of the ufefulnefs of virtue in public 
and private life. But my choice and conltant compani- 
ons fhould be a fet of my own immortal brotherhood, 
among whom I would el eft a dozen from the moA anci- 
ent down to my own contem poraricfl* Where any of 
thefc wanted fortunes, I would provide rhem with cion- 
»cnknt lodges round nty own cfta», and have fome of 
them alw^tys at my tabic, only mingling a few of the 
Moil yyluabk among you mortids, whom length of time 
would harden me to lofcwith little or no relu?^fince, and 
ireat your poiktity alter the fame manner ; ju0 as a man 
diverts himrdf with the annual fuccefiionof pinks and 
tulips in his garden, without regretting the lofs of thoic, 
^M|iich withered the prcci-ecfrng year* 
^■Tke^ie Strnldbntgs awd \ would mutually communi- 
i^Ste our obfcTvationa and mrmoriafs through the courfr 
of time J remark the fevered jL^atiations by which corrupti- 
on rteali into the world, and oppofe it tn every lie p by 
Fprrpcf 115^1 wt»ming and indru^ion to mankind ; 
' infltHJiicc of our owt) example, 
] ;.it continual degeneracy of htt- 

MUTti fo juldy com^ilamed of in all ages. 
S 2 K^^ 
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Add to a]] this the pleafure of feeing the varioas re« 
Toiutions of ftates and empires ; the changes in the lower 
and upper world ; ancient cities in rains, and obfcdre 
villages become the feats of kings ; famous rivers le&n- 
ing into (hallow brooks ; the ocean leaving one coaft 
dry, and overwhelming another ; the diicovery of many 
countries yet unknown ; barbarity over-running the po- 
litefl nations, and the moft barbarous become civiliud. 
1 (hould then fee the difcovery of the langitta/e, the fir- 
fitual tnotiofty the uni'verfal medicine^ and many other 
great inventions brought to the utmoil perfection. 

V/hat wondeiful £fcoveries fhould we make in aftro- 
nomy by out-living and confirming our own predi^oss, 
by obferving the progrefs and returns of comets, with 
the changes of motion in the fun, moon, and ftars. 

I enlarged upon many other topics, which the natnnl 
defire of endleis life and fublunary happinefs coald eaiily 
furnifh me with. When I had ended, and the {am ii 
my difcourfe had been interpreted, as before, to the reft 
of the company, there was a good deal of talk among 
them in the language of the country, not withoat fome 
laughter at my expence. At laft the fame gentlemaii, 
who had been my interpreter ,faid, he was defined bv the 
reft to fet me right in a few miflakes, which I had ndlen 
into through the common imbedllity of human nature^ 
and upon that allowance was lefs anfwerd>le for them. 
That this breed of Struldbrugt was peculiar to their 
country, for there were no fuch people either in Balni- 
barbi or Japan, where he had the honour to be ambaf- 
fador from his Majefty, and found the natives in both 
thofe kingdoms very hard to believe,that the h£k was pol^ 
fible; anait appeared from my aftoniihment, when he firft 
mentioned the matter to me, that I received it as a thing 
wholly new, and fcarcely to be credited. That in. the 
two kingdoms above mentioned, where during his refi- 
dence he had converfed very much, he obferved longHfe 
to be the univerfal defire and wifh of mankind. Tliae 
whoever had one foot in the grave, was fure to hold* 
back the other as ftrongly as he could. That the oldeft 
had Hill hopes of living one day longer, and looked on 

death 
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eath as the greatcft evil, Bom whkh nature aln^^: 
prompted him lo retreac; only in this iHanii of liJgg* 
aag^ the appedte for living was not fo eager, from thi 
^>nnnual example of the Struldbrugs before their- 

That ihe fyllem of living contrivetl by me was unrea 

Iiibnable and unjull ; becaufe it iuppofed a perpetwitj^ of 
|outh> health, and vigour, which no man codd be fo 
polifh CO hope, however extravagant ha may be in hW 
Wi(hii&*. That the queftion therefore was not» whether. 
m man would chufe to be always m the prime of youth, 
bttcndcd with profperity and heaJrh i but how he would 
pafs a perpetual life, under all th@ ufnal di fad vantages.^ 
Iiuhich old age brings along with h* For a!tho*ft'vv men 
will av^ow ihcir defires. of being immortjl upon (mh hard 
conditions^ yet m the two kingdoms before mentioned, 
Baliiibarbi and Japan,- he obferved that every mande* 
to put off d'.adi for iome time longer, let it ap 
^roach ever fo late 5 and he rarely beatd of any mj 
khodied wilTin^Iv, except he were incited by I he exirse- 
1 1 ty of ^; : t u re . And he a ppe al ed to me, w he- 

ner in I- lies I had travelled, as well as my 

&WII, i h*i not ubfci'vtd the fame geueral difpofitionf' 
S 5 AFTtit 

• To ihh it may poflibly he objt itcd* that the fcrrcniify <jf J 
omhi heahh, md vjgoitr, ^onU he Icfa i prtulTgy itftrv the per- | 
Ptirtry of iitV in a hdv fuf»je^ to ^»rj*J«iil dtmy, smd m(^Kt 

ti ■ ' ■ ' ■ ' of Ml J', liiip 

wbim immof- 

... ^ ,-.__. ^ ... -"j,i m*liom"^ 

tit pttj«ct*id ytjutJi imly wtawlJ j. f^va^iOtt 
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. f If k Hf fBii, thit ahim' the fnlly tsf d^fitiiiglJfr to bt pro- 



ilent, and dcejty, is 
kt «it we grow old 



up. 



huh I 



fori 



le irttrrfl p»rf we ctow tjldi uiihoLiL fLptiuui^, ^fU tvity fuanj 
t^i'Ay to |)rTul'el& hipifclf wiStiiip t<!> db, when br HmIlI be ovei- 
fry tli d«cf«pUttdt gJ agf in ^»« itttww |«c<^ > ftt n-ktn 
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After this preface he gave me a particular aGCOunt of 
the Struldbrugs among them. He faid, they commonly 
a^led like mortals, till about thirty years old, after 
which by degrees they grew melancholy and d ejected, 
encreafing in both till they came to fouHcore. This he 
learned from their own confeflion ; for otherwife, there " 
not being above two or three of tiiat fpecies bom in tat 
age, they were too few to form a gcfieral obfervation by. 
When they came to fburfcore years, which is reckoned 
the extremity of living in this country, they had not on- 
ly all the follies and infirmities of other old men, but 
many more, which arofe from the dreadful profped of 
never dying. They were not only opinionative, peevifh,^ 
covetous, moroie, vain, talkative ; but incapable of 
friend (hip, and dead to all natural aiFe^on, which never 
defcendcd below their grand-children. Envy and im- 
potent defires are their prevailing paflions. But thofo 
objeds againft which their envy feems principally dired- 
ed, are the vices of the younger fort, and the deaths of 
the old. Byreflcfting on the former they find themielves 
cut off from all poDibility of pleafure ; and whenever 
they fee a funeral, they lament and repine that othersare 
|::one to an harbour of reft, to which they fhemfelves ne- 
ver can hope to arrive. They have no remembrance of 
any thing, but what they learned and obferved in their 
youth and middle age, and even that is very imperfed. 
And ♦br the trnth or particulars of any fadl, it is fafer 
tc depend on common tradition, than c^pon their bell re« 
collections. The leaft miferable among them appear to 
be thofc, who turn to dotage, and entirely lofe their me- 
mories ; thefe meet with more pity and affiilance, be- 
caufe they waiu many bad qualities^ which abound in 
others. 

If a Struldbrug happened to marry one of his own knid» 
the marriage is diffolved of courfe by the courtefy of the 
kingdoni, as foon as the younger of the two comes to be 
fourfcore* For the law thinks it a reafonable mdolgence* 

that 

every other eye fees that this period is airivc^^ he is (Kll ttnoci* 

ous of life, and murmurs at the o ndition upon which he rerei- 
ved his cxirlence. To reconcile old age therefore to the thoughts 
of J JiiTolmirn, appears lo be all that was ucccflary in a luonX 
wrltcx fos pra6icai (ur^fes. Harw^f. 
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»fc w?io arc condemned without any faiiU of tin 

IQ a perpciual con tin nance in the world, ihotild eOC 
their mifery doubled by the Toad of a ivilc* 
s (boti R$ they have complected the term of eighty 

IS, tliey arc lopktfd on as dead in law ; dicir heirs Im- 

dUtely fuccced to their eltatesi only a fmal! pittance 

ifervcd for their fupport; and the poor ones arc 

jintained at the poblic charge. After that period they 

}tdd incapable pf any em ploy me at of tnilt or proftt; 

catmot porchafc land^. or take kafeai neither ar^ 

allowed to be wkneiresin any caafe, either civil Of 

ninid, not even for the decifion of raeetii and boundg» 

\r ninety ibcy lofe their teeth and hair ; they have 

hat age no diiiindion of tafte, but eat and drink what- 

-n gel withotit relifli or appetite* The diC- 

. ^re fubjcfl tf> Ml cotninae, vi'ithout encrea- 

m diininifhing. fn talking they forget the common 

pHaiion of things* and the names of pctfon*, e%cn of 

fiofe who are thei^ neartll friends and relations* For 

die fame rcafon they never cati amnfe themlelves with 

rtading. becaufc their itiemory will not ferve to cari 

tiiein frotn the begmnjng of a (l*ntenfe to the end i am 

thi& defe^ they are depriv^cd of the only entertain* 

It, whereof they mtghtotherwifc be capable. 

"*iB fangnagc of this country be in^ always upon 

fluA% ihe Struldbrugs of one age do not uodcrltand 

rfe of another ; neither are they able after two hondred 

rs to hold any converfution (farther than by a few ge* 

al words) with their neigli hours ^ ^he mortals j and 

they lie onder the diudr.inugc of livittg like fo- 

jners in their own country. 

^ifis was the account given mc of the Struldbni^^v i« 

a 5 r can rt*inetnben 1 afterwards faw live or fix of 

crtM ages, rV- youngefl not above twtJ hundred years 

whti were broneht to me at feveral titne^ by iome 

ity friend*; b«t although they were told, thai I w 

jeal travcllei, and had feen all the world, they h 

}I ' I " ' meaqaetHon; only deiired 

dcjjt'^ or a token of remem* 

i, aav of begging, toa^'oidth 

J»m* clULt iix V. becaufc uiey aare provid 
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for by the public, although indeed with a very fcanty 
allowance. 

Thev are defpikd and hated by all forts.of people;: 
when one of them is bom it. is reckoned oininous> and 
their birth is recorded very particularly ; (6 that you 
may know their age by confblting the regifter; which 
however hath not been kept above a thousand years pai^. 
or at lead hath been deflroyed hy time or'public diftur- 
bances. But the ufual way of computing how old they 
are, is, by aiking them what kings or great peribns they 
can remember, and then confulting hiflory ; for infal- 
libly the lafl prince in their mind did not begin his reiga 
after they were fourfcore years old. 

They were the moll mortifying fight I ever beheld;, 
and the women more horrible than men. Beiides the 
ufual deformities in extreme old age,, they acquired an 
additional ghailllinefs in psoportion to their number of 
years, which is not to be defcrrbed ;. and among half a 
dozen 1 foon diilinguiihed which was^ the eldeil, al- 
though there was not. above a century or two between 
them. 

The reader will eafily believe, that from what I had 
heard and feen, my keen appetite for perpetuity of life 
was much abated. 1 grew heartily aihamed of the plea^ 
hng viiions i had formed ;. and thought no > tyrant. could 
invent a death, into which I would not run with pleafure 
from fuch a life. The King heard of all that had pafled 
between me and my friends upon this occaiion, and ral- 
lied me very pleafantly ; wifhing I could fend a couple 
of Struldbrugs* to my own country to arm our people 
againft the fear of death*; but this it feems is forbidden 
by the fundamental laws of the kingdom, or elfe I 
fhould have been well content with the trouble and ex- 
pence of tranfporting them. 

I could not but agree, that the laws of this kingdom 
relating to the Struldbrugs were founded upon the ftrong- 

eil 

* Perhaps it may not be wholly ufelcfs to remark, that the 
fight of a Struldbrug would no othcrwife arm thole againft the 
fear of death, who have no hope beyond it, than a man is arm- 
rd againft the fear of breaking his limbs^ who jumps out of s 
vinJow when his houfe is on fire. Hawkef, 
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ITIiO(i{h iiii> aecDon of ^ StTolcBngi flUfJif k 

to be » little oet of ilie ooibsias waj ; ki lodt I «!<» iioC 
retriFtrli^r CO Wfie met d^ £ite to snj book Oif tnrrels^ 
t^ catue to na^' h^sdj : &mI if J am deceived my 

e 1 be» tltai it u oecdikiY * lor crxvdicn. wbo 

'i c l»c cowiy^ veiy oftes tso agree so dwdl- 

fmt of bavrng borrowed or &iitfeiibed fiom tkoTc ^bo 
wrote before tbem* 

T^t\i. h inHeedi perpetu^ cocnmerec bem^een this 
kiDg^ocD iiid i^m greit empire of japan % and it is ¥cty 
^roE&b!e, t?ut the Jap^He aoibors m^ have qivca 
Ibme aCQOocr of the Stmybru ' ^ m 

was ^ 0lQftt aod I was ib eci:. a* 

ftiagCt dial } WM not tjuiliicd to s, 

tot I ho|>e chr Dutch upoti this ;. ua 

sod ibie riiDogh to fuppfy my dcfettu. 
Hu M4^ hsTing ofrcn prclTcd me to wccpt feme 

em* 



• Tbe iKofi »$:^i[firi \% h^re tiled in dir fame irnn -a 

h( tUi.' 
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employment in his Goart, and finding me abfolately de- 
termined to return to my native country, was pleaied ta 
give me his licence to depart, and honoured me with a 
letter of recommendation under his own hand to the Em- 
peror of Japan, He likewife prefented me with four 
hundred forty-four large pieces of gold (this nation de- 
lighting in even numbers) and a red diamond, which I 
ibid in England for eleven hundred pounds. 

On the 6th day of May, 1 70o> I took a fbleran l^vt 
of his Majeily and all my frienas. This Prince was §> 
gracious, as to order a guard to condudl me to Glangn* 
enftald, which is a roysd port to the foutb^m:eft part of 
the ifland. In fix days 1 found a ve/Tel ready to cariy 
me to Japan, and fpent fifteen days in the voyage. We 
landed at a fmall port-town called Xamofchi, fitoated oa 
tht fouth-eaft part of Japan ; the town lies on the 'wefteru 
point, where there fs a narrow freight \^2^d\Ti!gnortb~iu4uri 
into a long arm of the fea, upon the northh-nx:tft part of 
which Yedo the metropolis Hands. At landing I fhew- 
ed. the cuftom-houfe officers my letter from the King of 
Luggnagg to his Imperial Majefty. They knew the ieal 
pertefUy well; it was as broad as the palm of my hand. , 
The impreffion was A king lifting up a lame beggar fnm. 
the earth. The magiflrates of the town, hearing of my 
letter, received me as a public miniiler ; they pnovidect 
me with carnages and fervants, and bore my charges C0> 
Yedo, where 1 was admitted to an audience,and ddiver- 
ed my letter, which was opened widi^ gi^eat ceremony^ 
and explained to the Emperor by an interpreter, who 
then gave me notice by his Majeily's order, that I fhould 
fignify my requef^, and whatever it were, it fhould be 
granted for the fake of hfs royal brother of Luggnagg^ 
This interpreter was a perfbn employed to tranfa^ affairs i 
with the Hollanders ; he fbon* cocj^dlured by my coun- 
tenance, that I was an European, and therefore repeated 
his Majefty's commands in low Dutch, which he fpoke 
perfedtly well. I anfwered (as 1 had before determinedX 
that I was a Dutch merchant fhipwrecked in a very re- 
mote country, from whence I had travelled by fea and 
land to Luggnagg, and then took fhipping for Japan, 
where I knew my countrymen often traded, and with 
fome of thefe 1 hoped to get an opportunity of returning 

into 
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to Europe : I therefore mod htmibly entreated his 

" favour to give order* that I fhould be conduced in 

hty to Naiigafac : to xhh I added another petition, 

'ar the fate of my patron the King of Luggtugg, 

_^ •jefly would condefc end to exctife my performing 

I ceremony impofed on my coantrymcn, of trampiing 

on the crt/tijjx ; becatife I had been thrown into his 

^dom by my misfortruties* without any ititention of 

J* When this latter petition was interpreted to 

aperory he feemcd a Iktle furprized ; and faid, he 

r was the firfl of my countrymen, who ever 

le any fcrapk in this point j and that he began to 

&ubi, whether 1 was a real Hollander, or no ; but r^* 

jier fufpefled I moil be a Chriflian. However, for the 

ifon , ! Iiad oifercd, but chiefly to gratify the King of 

: by an uncommoii mark of his favour, he 

.... . ,uply with the fmgkisrity of my humour i hut 

the affair mull be managed with dexterity, and hi 3 ofll- 

^^, fTiouIc! be commanded to let me pafs as it were by 

iMntCs. For he afTured me, that if the fecret 

I be difcovered by my countrymen the Dutch, they 

1 cut my throat in the voyage. I returned my 

; i !:ks by the interpreter for fo aniifual a favour ; ana 

ivmti troops being at that time on their march to Kan - 

gifl c, the commanding ofiicer had orders to convey me 

f.it't Lhithcr.with panic ular Inftrni^ons about the bufmefs 

6f thccriidfix. 

On the 9th day of June, 17091 1 arrived at Naagafac 

■A vtry Joiig and troublefome journey. I foon fdl 

om pany ofTom e D u tch Tailors belo ngi ng to the Am- 

boyna of Amfterdam, a (lout ftijp of 450 tuns* J had 

Jived long in Holland, purfuing my flkidiea at Leyden, 

and I rpolcc Dutch welL The feamen foon knew from 

whence 1 came lailj they were curious to inquire into 

my voyages, and courfe of life, f made up a flory as 

fliart and probable as r could, btit concealed tlie greatelt 

pan. 1 Knew many perfona in Holland s I was able to 

ifivenc oamcs for tay parents, whom ! pretended to be 

obfcure people in the province of Gelderland. I would 

u-,.,^ Tlw^n rl*,. . i,,r:Jji (one Theodorus Vangruh) what 

my voyage to Holland 4 but under- 

ii^inunL^ I v,d^ a luij^coii, he was coot«iiied tsiukt\!k^\ 
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the ufual rate, on condition that I would ferve him in the 
way of my calling. Before we took fliipping, I was 
often afked by fome of the crew, whether 1 had perform- 
ed the ceremony above mentioned ? I evaded the que- 
flion by general anfwers,that I had fatisfied the Emperor 
and court in all particulars. However a malicious rogue 
of a (kipper went to an officer, and pointing to me told > 
him, I had not yet trampled on the crucifix : but the other 
who had received inftrudUons to let me pafs, gave tiie 
ra/cal twenty ftrokes on the flioulders with a bamboo ; 
after which 1 was no more troubled with fuch qaeftions. 

Nothing happened worth mentioning in this voyage. 
We failed with a fair wind to the Cape of Good Hope, 
where we ilaid only to take in frefh water. On die.iock' 
of April 1710 we am'ved fafe at Amflerdam, having loft 
only three men by ficknefs in the voyage, and a fburtk 
who fell from the fore-mail into the jfea not far ffom die 
coafl of Guinea. From Amilerdam I foon after fet fifl 
for England in a fmall vefTel belonging to that aty. 

On the i6th of April we put in at the Downs. I 
landed next morning, and iaw once more my natifC 
country after an abfence of five years and fix mondis 
compleat. I went ilrait to RedriiF, where I arrived die 
fame day -at two in the afternoon^ and found my wife 
and family in good health. 
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fit J Gk/ as e^ptam &f a fl^ip. Hit mm 

I tmf^rf ngninji him^ imfrte him a hng imt li» hh €sh^ 

I tin, Stt him on Jhon in an ttnkna^vn land, Mt 

iravih i*p into ibt cQunirf, The Yahoos, « ftrangi 

\jort of amm&I^ dtfiriM^ ^ht muhtir mttti i*w9 



I Continued at home with my wife and children about 
five monthg in a very happy condition, if I could 
have learned the Icflbn of knowing wbea I was well, 
I left my poor wife big with child, and accepted an ad- 
Vql. II. T vautaffeous 



tn ihU tall fait of hii [maglnary travels, SwiA hts in- 
Jjlj^ed a milliithfopy ihiit is intolcfiblc. The rfprdentJtion 
th\f\-\ \\r. hfl* jjlven it* of »t«man nature^ muH terrify, and i?^Tli 
i-rmb» vicwi U. Hb (nllfcl of utt 
rcc* nodiirig rcrtiahiaig but ii nic* 

tcitsiiiif d ; 
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vantageoas offer made me to be captain of the Advea* 
tiire, a (lout merchant-jnan of 350 tuns : for I niider- 
flood navigation well, and being grown weary of a far* 

geon'i 



tcrtainrd ; \xc arc (hocked, not indru^Ud, by the fable. I tboM 
therrforc chiifc to take no notice of his Yy^HOOS, did I not 
tbiok it aeceilary to aflert the vindication of human natmc; 
and tliercby, in fome raealure, to pay my duty to the gpoC 
aiitlior of our fpecies, who has created us in a very f earlbl. and 
a very wondcrRil mamncr. 

\Vc are compofcd of a mind and of a body, intinoately ih 
nitcd, and mutually aflHtiog each other« Their operatiofis ia- 
decd are tnlirely diticrent. Whether the immortal {pint, tte 
cnKvens this hne machine, is originally of a (uperior nature is 
various bodies, (>^'hich, I own, feems mofl conflftenr, and a- 
^eabie to the fcale and order of beings;) or whether the dif- 
ference depends on a iymmctry, or peculiar (Irufture of the 
organs combined with it, is beyond my reach to determine. It 
is evidently certain, that the body is curioufly formed wA. 
proper organs to delight, and (uch as are adapted to all the at- 
ccdary u(es of life. Tht fpirit animates ^e whole ; it gaidfli 
Ihe natural appetites, and confines them within juft limiu. But 
the natural force of the fpirit is oflcn immerfcd in matter ; and 
the mind becomes fubfervient to paflions, which it ought to g9* 
vern and direA. Horace, altho' of the Epicurean do&inc, ac- 
knowledges this truth, where he lays, 

j4tque nffigit humo divinae particulam aurae. 

It is no lefs evident, that this immortal fpirit has an inde- 
pendent power of a^ing, and, when cultivated in a proper 
manner, leemingly quits the corporeal frame^thin which it is 
imprifbned, and fuars into higher and more fpacious regions ; 
v,'here, with ao energy which I had almoft faid was divine, it 
langes among thofe heavenly bodies, that, in this lower world, 
are fcarce vifible to our eyes ; and we can at once explain the 
diftancc, magnitude, and velocity of the planets, and can fbre- 
teU even to a degree of niimitenel's, the particular time when a 
comet will retura, and when the fun will be eclipfed in the ncit 
century. Thefc powers certainly evince the dignity of human 
nature, and the furpriflng eifefts of the immaterial fpirit with- 
in us; which, in fo confined a flate, can thus difengage itfclf 
from the fetters of matter. It is from this pre-eminence of 
the foul over the body, that we arc enabled to view the cn£t 

order 
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iMpIoymcnt at fea, l^hK:ll liowc%'er I coald 

J> pOJi occaiion, I took a fkilfol young man of 

tikac caHiug, oa« Robert Pm^cfof , iat© my llap, Wr 

T 2 to 



lld^tre tht oiitnral yiodHdlfins of the earth ; mtdfto 8idmit# 
1 unflat* the^fife bcntvolcnce which rdgui thmtiphout the 
fyftcmof th^ miiverfc. It ii from hence. ■: -- . rai 

J laws fbr 00 r condwd. From hence wc dci ■>j' 

»C OftgJiial, ^hi^io his elTcncc ii uct^i-ji uj^Mi.j'ie^ 
■^ In his bflutncc Is powefftiliy tppatewt to every iJc* 
tcttfop. From h^nct too we peicfivc a real brftu^ 
Attd a dtftinftion betwetti good ?nxl evil. Vtftii# 
tlw atmefl gCTirTtffjr;;*, an[! tvrm inj vrew to her en*ii 
mIijIc vice, ftds htrftif fuermmifl^^ 

Hliog to a: . us oflVh of hrr trttl. 

. mmitr too lai, f ipctruiy as I flatter rnyfrli, (trat 
^li^^oodi and Co MnprrjudiccJ^ tfiat you v-ilt mcrt 

t Icducti Ha. 6ftfer^jtftnii5 frwrti %vrc»[>g ptrindptes : for, 
Wnd of Hooybnbtiiiis, [jt cnnfidtn the foui and boJy m 
Jftt diegeocrate ^nt^ mienlriv-attd (hit ; the formct its i 
I -rile ippetkts of ehc latter. Hit TcBms inftnfibk of iht 
b^ EL^ehiDifin and bcatiiy of tvtry parr fjf the htimsa 
tuon. He forj^et* dii i(oe dcrcnptioo which Ovid gives 

^j ilejujflf fiSHmt difft mdstmpt mtri 
J»£ih ^ irtUsi ai Jidfn tnlkr^ ttultm. 

\tn pitntjaj: Yahoos ke i}«dMncs ocic tiim&lf. l4of U rkf 

:i,. It t& cold ' 
> of bruiti^ imji 
ttieir aw£) narrow iiilur^^ 
n. They »e mcjpablc 

' ouU in* 

■ Ill ,11 -■ _,... -''Vr«^^'- ^ , '^ I, •- 

^Ifiofiit 10 tKtend riyr ' ^ tq otheis. to cnUrge otrr 

' ' 'Uaduij;^ izul to r<kiU «U4 idcd cf ihc AUnj^hty by tou* 

tcmpktiii^'. 
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fet fail from Portfmoath upon the 7th day of September, 
1710; on the 14th, we met with captain Pocock of 
Briflol at Tenari^^ who was going to the bay of Com.* 

pechy 



templating his works, is not only the buiincis* but often the 
practice, and the Rudy of the hiusan mmd, It is too certain, 
that iu> one individual, has ever poile/Ied every qualificatioii and 
excellence. Howerer, fiich an aneoiblage of different virtues 
may dill be collected from diflerent perfons, as are Sufficient to 
place tlie dignity of human nature in an . svniable and exalted 
Aation. "We muft lament indeed the many inftances of tbo6 
who degenerate or go adray from the end and intention of their 
being. The true fource of this depravity is often owing to the 
want of education, to the faUe indulgence of parents^, or to 
ibn^e other bad caufes, which are conftantly prevalent in evcrj 
nation. Many of thefc errors are iQnely ridiculed in the ion- 
coing parts of this romance : but the voyage to the Houyhnhnms 
IS a real iniult upon mankind. 

I am heartily tired of this laft part of Gulliver's travels ; 
and am glad, that, having exhaufled all my obfcrvations on this 
difaereeable fubje^ I may finilh my letter \ cfpecially as the 
conciufion of it naturally turns my thoughts from Yahoos, 
to one of the deareft pledges I have upon^ earth, yourielf, iarc. 
Orrery, 

Some others, befidc Lord Orrery, have thought proper to 
cenfurc Gulliver's voyage to the Ilouyhnhnms. But whether 
indeed their animadverOons proceeded from the infirmity of their 
judgment, or fropi fbme Yaboo depravity, in their own nature, 
I Ihall not vonchfafe to inquire ; as the daily occurrences of this, 
wretched world prove, illuftrate, and confirm all the iarcafins 
of the doAor. Shall we praife that excellent moralift, the 
humorous Hogarth, for expofing midnight revels, dcbancherieSi 
and a thoufand other vices and follies oi^ human kind, in a feries 
<if hieroglyphics, fiiircd to the improvement and the corre£Hoa 
of the wild, thcg£!y, tlie frolic, and the extravagant ? And QiaH 
wc condemn a preacher of righrenufiiefs, for expofing, under 
the chara^er of a nafty unieachable Taboo^ the defornuty, the 
blucknef?, the filthinefs and corniptlon of thofe hellifh, abo- 
miiiaMe vices, uhich inflame the wrath of God againfl the chil- 
dren of difbbcdience ; and fiibje^ llicm without repentance, that 
TS, without a thorough change of life and pra^ice, to everlafling 
perdition ? Ought a preacher of rightcoufncfs, ought a watch- 

maqi 
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pechy to cut logwood. On the i6th, he was part- 
ed from us bv a florin; I heard iince my return^, 
that his fbip fouiuiered, and none efcaped, but one. 
T 3 cabbin-boy. 



man of the ChrifBan faith, (who Is accounlablc for his tolcntt^. 
and obliged to warn the innocent, as well as terrlQr the wick- 
ed and the profane;) to hold his peace, like a dumb dog thaf 
caonot bark, when avariee. fraud, cheating, ^lence, rapmc, . 
extortion, eroelty, opprcffi«n, tyranny, rancour, cnry, ma- 
lice, detraOion, hatred^ revenge, murder, wbovedom. adultery^. 
Ibfcivioufnefs, bribery, corruption, pimping, lying, perjury,. 
Hiboi nation, treachery, ingratitude, gaming, flatter}', drunken* 
uels, gluttooy, luxury, vanity, cfTeminacy, cowardice, pride,, 
impudence, hypocrify, infidt-fity, blafphemy, idolatry, ibdo- 
my, and innumerable other vices, are as epidemical at the poY, 
and many of them the notorious chara£teriAics of- the bulk of 
human kind? I would aik thefe mighty (bftners, thele kip<l;i 
pretenders to benevolence, theie hollow chanty- mongers, what 
IS their real opinion of that o!el fbrj>cnt, which, like a roaring 
hon, travel fcth the globe (ecfcing whom be may devour* 
"Was he not created by the Almighty pure, faultleis, intelligent ? 
But is there now, throughout the whole fyflem oi' created cxU 
fhrnces, any hea/fy any Jtfi^;0, any tyrant (b viCe, So baie, Co 
corrupted ? And whence originally proceeded the chanf^c ? Was 
k not from the abufe of that freedom, without which no crea- 
ted intelligence can be reputed faithful, uifc, brave or virtuous, 
in the eyes of his Creator? And fureiy, if this once great, once 
glorious fpiffit hath been reduced for many thoii{ands of ages, 
for aught we km>w to the contrary, bsioM' all the (everai grada- 
tions of ereuttd beings, whether intelligent, animal, or iufen* 
/iblc ; and . expofed to the fury of that avenging, though nier* 
ciful God, who is the fountain of all wiftkim, goodneis, and 
virtue ; are we not to conclude, by an exad parity of reatcn-, 
that every moral agent is c()ually account^ible to God for that 
degree of intelligence and perfcOion, which dcrermioe the na^ 
rure of his aKiffence ? Aad upon this very principle, which cam- 
not br denied witbout mnuing into the laif of abfurdities, and 
wliich in fdt\ is the realbning of St Peter throiigfMat bit whole 
2d chapter of hb xd cpiftk, that crcataie man, that gforioue 
creature man, it deservedly more cootenptible than a brnte 
btaik, whca ht flies, ia the ¥ux at his CrcaiM, by iolifiijig uq- 

diV 
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cabbin-boy. He was an honeft man, and a 
failor, but a little too pofitive in his own opinions, wl 
v\as the caufe of his deibuftion, as it hath been of feTeral' 
others. For if he had followed my advice, he might 
have been fafc at home with his family at this time, as 
well as myfelf. 

I had feveral men died in my (hip of calentures, £> 
that I was forced to get recruits out of Barbadoes and 
the Leeward Iflands, where I touched by the direftioD 
of the merchants who employed me ; which I had fbon 
too much cauie to repent ; for I found afterwards, that 
moll of them had been Bucaneers*. I had £fty hands 
on board, and my orders were, that J fhoidd trade widi 
the Indians in the South-fea, and make what difcoveries 
I could, '^fhefe rogues, whom I had picked up, de- 
bauched my other men, and they all formed a conlpiracy 
to feize the ihip, and fecure me ; which they did one 
morning, rufhing into my cabbin, and binding me hand 
and foot, threatening to throw me over-board,, if I oftr- 
ed to ftir. I told them, 1 was their prifoner, and woulS 
fubmit. This they made me fwear to do, and then thtf 
unbound me, only faiiening one of my legs with a chain 
near my bed, and placed a centry at my door with his 
piece charged, who was commanded to (hoot me dead; 



«!er the banner of the enemy ; and perverts that reaibn which 
was defigntd to have been the glory oF his nature, even the di- 
reeling iplrit of his life and demeanour, to the vilcft, the nod 
execrable, the mod hcllilh purples. And this manifedly ap- 
pears to be the ground-work of the whole fatire contained ia 
the V(»yage to the llouyhnhnms. [Then the author infercs &- 
Tcral paUages from the holy fcrtpturcs, and the Apocrypha, 
which he (ays will fully julKfy all the farcaims of the dodor. 
But ilicfe we omit, as improper in a political- romaiKe.] 

And to conclude : if the brutality and filthinels of the Taboos 
be jreprefcnted by the (atiric genius of Dr Swift in colonrs the 
xnoft thockiiig and deteflable, as they certainly are, and as in 
fuCt they ouglit to have been, the piAurc is the more ftriking 
as well OS tlie more terrible; and upon that account more likely 
to- inforcc the obligation of religion and virtue upon the Ibub ot 
■Bt-n. Swift. 

* Certain py rates, that infelkd the \Vcft loilles, vcie b 
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I attempted my Itbcrty. They ft nt me down vk\tial§ 

^d drink, anti took the government of the Ihip to them- 

Ives* Thcjr defign was to turn pyrates* and plunder 

Se Sprmiards, which they eoald hoc do, dJl iliey got 

^ore mcR. But ftrfl they rcfolved to icM the gc^ods la 

the fhrp^ and then go to Madagafcar for fecniitSj federal 

nong ihem having^dled fince my cofiSnemertt* They 

liled many weeks, and tradetl wtth the iDdian^i bat f 

cnew not what couifc tlicy took, bemg kept a dole pri- 

Jbjier in my cabbin, »nd e;fpefi:iing nothing lefs than to 

mardefed, ai ilicy ofren threatened jnc. 

Upon the 9th day of May 1711, c»ne Jame^ Welch 

rje down to my cab bin » and faid he had order** from 

Sie captain to fct mv a !hore. I expollulatcd wkh hinj* 

ttt m vain ; neither would he fb much ai- tell me^. wh« 

Icir new captain was. They farced m^ into the lon^^- 

't>at, letting me put on my bcH fmx of cloathi, whicii 

ere as good as new, and take a fn lall buiidl^ of litificn, 

hm no arms, except my hanger j and they v/cre to civil 

i^ot to fcarch my pockets, into which 1 conveyed what 

loney I had with fome other Httle necd?aHe«. They 

iwed aboiK a league ; and then fet m? down on a llMntL 

f dcfired them to tell me^ what couritry it W3s ? They 

ill f wore I they knew no more than my fclf, but faid, thac 

rhe captaifi (u they cdlcd him) waa refolvcd, after 

"hey had fold die lading, to get rid of me in the firll 

|acc where they could diiccver lind. They pufhetl 

' ' - : r _ _. ^ ^^ tnakc ha0f for fear of 

ind fobade me farewd. 

ffii. ■ . ' ' •' ' nJ 

foon got si it 

I rciT mUclt, - rrv. iuM *Vhca 

E^wa^ aJrtflc TV I went er >t t^ 



.^, ^ fear of b» _ 'if 

fiaddcnJy ihot with am arrow imm bcWfid, cpt mi »«*>«•? 
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fide. I fell into a btaten road, where I iaw many tracks 
of human feet, and foxne of cows, but moft of hoHes. At 
laft I beheld ieveral animals in a field, and one or two of 
the fame kind fitting in trees. Their fliape was very fin- 
gular and deformed, which a little difcompofed me« (b 
that [ lay down behind a thicket toobierve them better.. 
Some of them coming forward near the place where I 
lay, gave me an opportunity of diftinftly marking theii 
form Their heads and breafts were covered with a thick 
hair» fome frizled, and others lank ; they had beards like 
goats, and a long ridge of hair down their backs, and 
the fore-parts of their legs and feet ; but the reil of tkdi 
bodies were bare, fo that i might (ee their (kins, which 
were of a brown buf colour. They had no tails, nor 
any hair at all on their buttocks, except about the tfivaui 
which, i prefume, nature had placed there to defend 
them, as they fat on the ground ; for this poflure they 
nfed, as well as lying down, and often flood on their hind 
feet. They climbed high trees as nimbly as a fqoirrel» 
for they had flrong extended claws before and behind, 
terminnting in (harp points, and hooked. Tbey would 
often fpring, and bound, and leap with prodigious agility. 
The females were not fo large as the males ; they had 
long lank hair on their heads, but none on their faces^ 
nor any thing more than a ibrt of down on the red of 
their bodies, except about the anus and pudenda. Their 
dugs hung between their fore>feet, and often reached 
almoft to the ground as they walked. The hair of both 
fexes was of ieveral colours, brown> red, black, add 
yellow. Upon the whole, I never beheld in all my 
travels fo diiagreeable an animal, or one againft which i 
natum^ly conceived fo flrong an antipathy. So that think- 
ing I had feen enough, full of contempt and averfion^ I 
got up, and purfued the beaten road, hoping it might 
diredl me to thecabbin of fome Indian. I had not got far,, 
when I met one of thefe creatures full in my way, and 
coming up diredUy to me. The ugly monfler, when he 
faw me, diftortcd fevend ways every feature^ of his vi- 
fage, and flarted as at an objetft he had never fisen before; 
then approaching nearer lifted up his fore-paw, whether 
out of curioilty or mifchief, I could not tel) : bat T drew 
my hanger, and gave him a good blow with the fiat fidifr 

tf 
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it I for I durll not flrike with the edge, feariRg the 

[nabitant* might be provoked againil lit e, if they tlioulil 

at to ktiCrw, that I had killed or maimed any of ihei? 

catik* When the beaJl; felt the fmart, he drew backj. 

id roared fo loud, that a htrd of at kail forty came 

pkmg abfiucmefrom the uext field, howling, artd 

faces ; hat I tau to the body of a tree, 

back again ii it kept them o§* by waving 

^cr. ^several of this cm fed broed getting hold 

^ branches behind leapt up jnco the tree, from 

hence ihev began to difcharge tlieir e^^ an my 

however* I cfcaped pretty well I ,.v dole 

f flcm of the tree, but was alraotl iliikd with the 

which fell about me on every fide* 

Ik the raidil of this diitrcfsj I obferved them all to 

tuM -iway on a fadden aa faft as they codd, -^z which I 

. ed to leave the tree, and ptirfue the road, woTrder* 

i .^ what it was that could put them into this fright. But 

looking on my left hand 1 fav/ a horfe walking foftly in 

tlie field ; which my prrfeci^tors having fooner difco- 

vercd, was the caufe of their flight. The horfe Aaned 

a little, when he came ncai' me* but (mn recovering 

himfelf looked full in my face with mamfcft tokens ^ 

wonder : he viewed my hands and feet, walking round 

jnc feveial times. I would have purfued niy pnrney^ 

' ^ ' 1- placed himfcif direaly in the way, yei looking 

very mild afpe<I;^* never offering the leall violence. 

w c itood gazing ;it t^h oUier ibr fame time ; at laft I 

took i\w fefoldncfs to reach my hand tow^ajds his neck 

with a deii' i:;k it. uljng the common Ayie and 

whifHc oi . when they are going to handle a 

'-' hor!i;. liut this animal fecrocd to receive mjr 

-.r'i with difdain. fltook his head, and bent ha 

Iv railing fi f^t fote-ff>'>t to remove my 

ni he nci e or four riRies* but in ft> 

nee, that 1 aJn: ' • he waj 

i^ifelf in fomc 1 

Wniia he and 1 weft ^Tc 

It ruck tach oihcr < f 

, ....^, ..p, : i time* by turns, and . ^ ^^ 'He 

:, whi&h feemt-'ti to be a!ino!l artlctdfttc. 1 hey 
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woil fome mtcs off", as if it wefe to confer together, 
•■alkmg Gdt^hf Me, liackward and forward!, like peribtif 
ddifaemting upon foiiie iifiair of weight* but often turn- 
mg ihcir cf^s towanis me, as it were to waKh r^- T 
might not efcapc, I was amazed to fee fuch aftioi 
bchkviciyf tn brute beafts ; and concluded wkli ip 
ihtt if the i»habiunts of this country were endued v 
propostional tiegrce of reafon, they irnift oeedi be tne 
wirfcRptopk iiip<m earth* This thought gave me fo^ 
AucH comfort, that I refolded to go forwaid* until I 
could difcovcr feme houfe ov village, or meet with mf 
€jf the fiadves, leaving the two horfes to dilcomrfe toge- 
ther as they pleafed. B;rt the firft, who was a daflplt 
grey, obferving me to ftea! oflT, ndghed after rtie in b 
€tpre^e a tone« that I fancied myfelf to un<leHbnd 
WMC he mean I; whereupon I turned back, and Ciii^ 
near biin lo cipef^ his fanhcr comniandas but conoed- 
mg my fear as much a% 1 could ; for I began to be la 
fcttije pain^ how this adventsu^ might termitmic ; and 
the reader wSl ealily believe, I dia not mttcU like mif 
pre^t 0tiiation< 

The two horfe* came up clofe to me, looking with 
erets etrtieftiiiefs upon my face and hands. The grtf 
ftecd robbed my hat all round with his tight fore-m^oC 
»nd dlfcompofed it fo much» that t wai forced to adjufl 
it better by taking it off, and fettling it again ; whereat 
^h he and his companion (who was a brown bay^ -- - 
^eartd to be much furprifed ; the latter felt the 1 
of my coat, and finding it to hang loofe about me, tney 
both looked with new figns of wonder* He ftroaked roy 
right hand, fccmiJig to admire the fofcnefs and colotir ; 
hm he fq needed it fo hard between his hoof and his pa- 
ftern, that J was forced to roar ; after which they both 
touched me with ali poiHble tendernef't. They weye 
under great perplexity ab-^ut my fiiocs and Hockii 
which ihey felt very often, neighing to each otl 
and uling varicas geftures not unlike thofc of a phi! 
pher^ when he would attempt to fblve fome new 
difficult phenomenon. 

Upon the whole, the beha™ur of thefe animals 
^ orderly and r2.tional, To acute and jadicious, that 
kft concluded they muit nfedi be magiciaxis* who ^^ 

thua. 
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lliiu metamarphofed lEemfdves upon fome dcfign* and 
fc<ing a {Iraagor m ilw way reibh-ed to divert ihemfclvci 
^/jihlLim ; or perliAps wei% really amazed u the fight 
^ji man To very different in habit, t"eamre» and cosi- 
r^r-rioi;^ from thofe who might probably live in ib re- 
4 climate. Upon iKe itrength of this reafoning I 
V ' to addrcft them ia the following matin er ; 

f - I i if you be conjmers, as 1 Have good caufc to 

beiicvr, you can wnderiland any kngiiage; therefore f 
make hold to let your worihips know that 1 am a poor 
diftreited Engl ifli -man driven by his misfortunes upon 
vout coaft* and I entreat one of yon to let me ride upoji 
nis back, a« jf he were a real horfe, to fome houfe or 
villn^f , where I can be relieved. In return of which £i- 
v " ' ' I raa-ke yoti a prcfeot of this knife and bracelet 
t r m o u t of m y pocket) . The t wo creatures flood 

f\ : I fpoke, feeming to llften with great attentU 

oj. , : when i had ended, they reSghed freqae;itly to* 
waid^ each other, as if they were engagt d in f*?rious 
conversation. J plainly ibfcrved^ that their language 
cxprdTed the paflions very well, and the words migbt 
with little pain^ be refolvcd into tm alphabei fuor^ 
^afily than the Chinefe* 

1 could frequently difUnguffli the word jaim^ whicli 
was repeated by eaeh of Uiem feveral times; and aj* 
iJ^ugh it wa& itnpolhbk for me to coi^edlure what It 
mcaut, yet while the two horfe* were bufy in converliu 
tion, I endeavoured to praSifc this word upon my 
tongue ; and as foon as ihcy were fdent, [ boldly pm^ 
noyjiced >^iy?o in a loud voice* imitattng at the fame 
lime *1* i>car as I could the neighing of a horfe j :it 
v^ ' — re both vifjbly fwrprifcd, and the grey r<r* 

J ■-- word twice, a a if he meant to teach 

imi Uit jrigM accent J whcrt-m 1 fpoke irfter him as well 
9IS I coylif and fodnd myftlfp^rceivabiy t*} improve evr* 



'. ,:d I but T .o- 

f r r^r^lt thi . i> 

i " I as tlte toniUT ; but after two t>r 

L * had better fortune; and they both 

appeared axnazcd at my capacity. 

AfTi:a 
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After Tome farther difcourfe, which I then conjefta- 
red might relate to me, the two friends took their leaves 
with the fame compliment of ftriking each other*s hoof; 
and the grey made me figns that I (hould walk before 
him; wherein I thought it pradeht to comply, dill 
could find a better direAor. When I offered to flacken 
my pace, he would cry bhftun^ bbuuti ; J gueiled his mean- 
ing, and gave him to underftand, as well as I coold, 
that I was weary, and not able to walk fafter ; npon 
which he would ftaiid a while to let me reft. 



CHAP. II. 

7he author conduced by a Houyhnhnm to his hetjk 
7 be boufe defcribed. The author's reception. The fimi 
of the Houyhnhnms. The author in diftre/s for want 
of meat, is at laft reUeved. His manner of Jading 
in this country. 

HAVING travelled about three iliile8,wb tame to 
along kind of building made of timber duck in the 
ground, and wattled a-crofs ; the roof was low, and co- 
vered with draw. I now began to be a little comforted » 
and took out fome toys, which travellers ufually cany 
for prefents to the favage Indians of America and other 
parts, in hopes the people of the houfe would be thereby 
encouraged to receive me kindly. The hoHe made me 
a fign to go in firll ; it was a large room with a finooth 
day Hoor, and a rack and manger, extending the whde 
length on one fide- There were three nags, and two 
mares not eating, but fome of them fitting down upon 
their hams, which I very much wondered at ; but won- 
dered more to fee the reft employed in domefHc buiinefs, 
thefe feemed but ordinary cattle ; however this confirm- 
ed my firfl opinion, that a people, who could (b far ci- 
vilize brute animals, muft needs excel in wifdom all the 
nations of the world. The grey came in jnfl after, and 
thereby prevented any ill treatment, which the others 
might have given me. He neighed to them feveral 
times in a ftyle of authority, and received anfwers. 

Beyond this room there were three others reaching 
the length of the houfe, to which you pafled throogh diree 

doorsy 
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doors, oppofitc to each ocier, ::: t^:-? sir-c cf 1 Ti'}j9 ; 
wc went through the ixrx.z ryyn !: -sris :'-- 'llri ; 
here the grey walked in •rr. ZTzkc^::^? :re ir s.r:?nd : 
J waited in the (ecosid roca. srd r^: rt ify =y rrfitzis 
for the mafler and misre£« of tse hcii"- : ther T-ert rK.3 
knives,threebrscelet2r:f f-lf- pra-!. £ 'n*! lo:ki::r-r-£-". 
and a bead necklace. The hirfe rtfgr rf three c-r' f: jr 
times, and I »Med zz hec Tts:? i-:Ver: := a h ■..-:: 12 
voice, but I heard ira c^er retcr::: "J-iz :r. 'Jlz Ci—.z f :- 
ale6l, only one cr t*o a li-de £-r:T'er ^lz£ rif. I ber^* 
to think, that iris hcoft mr. b^'-C-r? to frme prri^r iz 
great noteamorig t?:*3. ben-v: tier* zrr-earec v: =::;c?! 
ceremony before ! cnl-i ei:= c.f=-rji::c» 3-t, thi: a 
man of quality ih?*!i i* ztrr^-i al! b}- zcrf*:-, f-^: be- 
yond my comprehrc^cr,. I fesr^d ar-ybrzln w^i c::^::.-?- 
ed by my fofertnp ani ^in'trtu.-.-; : 1 r-^'ed ny't'S, 
and looked £bc--:rre rr :rt ry:-rr a her* I vv5«>f:il':-.»; 
this was fumi'bed !:!-:* -i:? En-; '•::.■ ? ~rr s r"--;* I'.-.y-: 1 
manner. I rubbed ^y *ye£ cf:er V-j: :^? '?r.^ o^/frf-.s 
ftill occurred. 1 rrnthe^ sy 2.-^5 ard lidt: :*: 2...?>e 
myielf, hoting I c:-?-r ■?* :i 1 ^rwr-. ; ti-.tr. t'xM.-.t- 
ly concluded, that slfir*.* ap '»*.-* '.-:*: '.'.ul': be r-'.-v.„i;2; 
elfe but necrosasr.- z---, -2.r>_. ^r-:: 1 }.<.z '\ ru.ryt v: 
Jwrfue thefe rcdrr:'-: : r'-.r '.'". -s'ty '".-'r 't-r/^ •', -'.e 
door, and m&ie x^ s f ?r. t'. •'•..•. r.r- .'.-/, v.- d 
room, where I fi-. « •try ^i-r* y n-sj-t v.'/^rj.*:: *.:.> ? 
colt and fole, rtr-?- r- tr*-.,- :.;;•-"'•:. -;->' r- i. -. vf 
ibaw not unartfjlr.- r-.it* *t 1 ^-r- :V'- • *« - i '. : i c. 
The mare Pxr. ar.er n •:- '".^ ".->'".--: ;.•..' ^ •, 
and coming T:p ';.:!: t-rr -. - .•^. -/.'.': i' / 

hands and face, e^- 1 nt i r -. > '. . - .v -, ■ --. , .-•. ' ■ .■ j 
turning to the hir*. I r.tt'C -. *- 1 *.^.'y. ' 
pcatcdbct*-uctthr=:: -ii^ =-*rv.' ";'.'» . . ' . .^ : 

not then compreh-er.;, < jr., ' ^ . ' : : .. i.-f 
learned to pre Eioc-ct : V-' r •• : '•^■r v .-' '^ • ' /* 
my cverlafting m^.-ri^-s.o'r '•,' 'r* -'.^- ' ^.'/ * / /. 

me with hi^ liead. *r : rr>«si -y ^' < »-.'. /./ .. 

as he did opoa the r- ^': -'-^ ' ^^' •— - 

tend him, ledmeckt -:/. \ ' -• - - '' • • 
Other building at fctc^ -' .* . .j..* 

we entered, and I fa* •' : ^'. ' / - '. . 
which I firflmet after «./ -fc^'- ^ v, -^.'.^.y, •^-^ " 
Vot.ll. 
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and the fieih of fome animals, which I afterwards found 
to be that of affes and dogs, -and now and then a cow 
dead by accident or difeafe. They were all tied by the 
neck with llrong wyths faftened to a beam ; they held 
their food between the claws of their fore-feet, and toie 
it with their teeth. 

The mailer horfe ordered a forrel nag, one of his fer- 
vants, to untie the largefl of thefe animals^ and take him 
into the yard. The bcaft and I were brought clofe to- 
gether; and our countenances diligently compared bodi 
by mailer and fervant, who thereupon repeated feveral 
times the word yahoo. My horror and aftonifhment are 
not to be defcril^ed, when I obferved in this abominable 
animal a perfed human figure : the face of it indeed was 
flat and broad, the nofe deprefled, the lips large, 2nd 
the mouth wide : but thefe differences are common (o all 
favage nations, where the lineaments of the countenance 
are diflorted by the natives fufFering their infants to lie 
grovelling on the earth, or by carrying them on their 
backs nuzzling with their face againft the mother's (hoal- 
ders. The fore-feet oi^t yahoo differed from my hands 
in nothing elfe, but the length of the nails, the coarie- 
nefs and brownnefs of the palms, and the hairinefs on the 
backs. There was the fame refemblance between our 
feet, with the fame differences, which i knew very well, 
though the horfes did not becaufe of my (hoes and (lock- 
ings ; the fame in every part of our bodies, except as to 
hairincfs and colour, which I have already defcribed* 

1*HE great difficulty that feemed to (tick with the two 
horfe?, was, to fee the rellof my body fo very difibreot 
from that of a ynhoo, for which I was obliged to my 
cloathb, whereof they had no conception. The forrel 
nag offered me a root, which he held (after their manner, 
as we fhall defcribe in its proper place) between his hoof 
and pallern ; I took it in my hand, and having (melt 
it returned it to him again as civilly as I could. He 
brought out of the yahooh kennel a piece of afs's flefh, 
but it fnielt (o ofFenfively, that 1 turned from it with 
loathing; he then threw jt to xhtyahoo^ by whom it was 
greedily devoured*. He afterwards Ihewed me a whifp 

of 
* Whoever is difguft&d with this pi£hire of a Tghoo^ wouU 
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d a fetlcMrk full of oats } but I fhoofc roy bead 
to figniff, that neither of the fe were food for oic* Aud 
indeed I now apprehended, that l my ft abfolutely fttrxT, 
if I did not get to fom<? of my own fpecies j for as t^ 
tliofe ^Uhy yt3h,^F^ alihoiigh there were few greater \ov* 
tn of mankind ai thatltme, than myfelf; yell confd?f, 
I never faw any fenfitive being To deteflable on ai! ac- 
counts ; and the more I ca^me near them* the nvire bate- 
ful thf;y grew, while I ftaid in that country. This the 
Bitlfler botfe obfcrved by my behaviour, and therefore 
fctit the t'^^/e back to bis kennel. He then put Ms fore- 
iioofTo hh mouth, at which I was much ftnfiriz^d, a!- 
did It with eafc» and with a motion that ap- 
rtefUy nJttOTal ; ^m] mr?de other figns to knoiv 
iiMl J would eat ; but I '1 return him fuch ail 

l^wer us he was able to ;^ . , J ; and if he bad pn* 

E>d me, 1 did not fee hmv it was pofiible to crn* 
any way for findfnf myfelf notirilhmeftt. While 
Te lhi:s en^a^edt I obf^rved a cow paffing by, 
IpOfi I pointed to her* and expreOed a d^f^re to ^ 
]»r, Tbi« bad itt eflTecl ; for he kd me back 
■ hm-r^ rul ordered 4 msre-fcrvant to <jpen ifc 
ronm, wh od jlnre of milk lay m earthen and 

i^n vfhu. ...t.. a very orderly and eleanSy manner 
4ve mt a larg* bowl fuU, of which i di^ajik ver^ 
■■-* J^ - ^ myfeif wdl refreil^ed, 

.V coming towards the boufe a kind 

rt K I '* J r rt w 1 1 II K e a ll e d g e by fo u r v^J^v^s . There w a« 

[ on old ilccd. who feem^d to be of tjyftlity i he a^ 

' ; bfnd^eet forward > ha' ' ''/-•rd 

M left fore-jT^oT Ht r: li 

MV'cti him with j>rcat ^-UiJju. J ht-y 

^ra. and hati oiiii boiled in milk fi^r 

~lb^ k<*>(i4 coiiflV, whkh the old hoffe cat warm, but 

the reft coW. Their mangers werae placed circular in 

the Qiiddk of th*: room, and divided luto Jcvcral partiti- 

U t OD% 



! well to rwfteO, that it bcct>m<i his ovn In ' u 

Jl4:vi->tf^ Irom vimiic, ihr I'irtuc U lh< j"' i. 

:■-■ Vtcc, iTf md: hi. '■■um! 4u4 
fr 'icfh, HQf k thcit I;f4 1 QotA 
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#ii£, round which they fat on thcii haunches opon boffes 
of flraw. Ill the middle was a la^rge rack, with a^glcf 
anfWering lo every paititron of the manger. So thae 
«ftch horfc and marc eat iheir own hay, and their own 
pafh of o^t3 ^nd milk, with much decency and regda- 
itty. The behaviour of the young colt tm4 fole aj 
td v«f y modfft ; and that of the matter and miftr 
ercmely chearful and complaifant to their gncHi. 
grey ordered me to fland by him ; and miich difcoiiHe 
paffcd between him and his friend concerning me, sa I 
found by the llranget's ottcn looking on me, aiul t!if 
frequent repetiuon of the word y^rif^sa, 

jf happened to wear my gloves, wllkh the maftcr-grey 
©bferving, fecmed perplexed, difcovefing iigns of won- 
der what I had done to my fore feet; he put his hoef 
three or four times to them, as if he would fig n if J 
I ihould redoce them lo their former fhape, 
prefently did> puUitag off both my gloves* arid ] 
them into my pocket. This occafioned farthe 
^od I faw the company vva^ pleafed with my hehsf 
whereof J foon fouad the good effefls. 1 was orde 
to fpeak the few wofdi I iinderllood i a!jd whik liny 
Wfre at dinner, the mailer taught me the names for 0aCS] 
milk, fii-e^ water, and foroe others ; which I 
readily pionoance sifter hjm, having from my youthi 
great facility in learning languages. 

Whew dinner was done, the maftcr herfe took me i 
fide, and by figns and words made me underftand 1 
concern ho ivas in* tha^ I had nodiing to eat* Oirli | 
thdr tongue are called hlunnb, Thia word I proirQUOC 
Fwo or three times \ for ^diongh I had refufed them \ 
£rfi, yet upon fecond thoughts 1 confidcredt that 
codd contrive to make of them a kind of bread, whic 
might be ft»iEcient wiili milk to keep me alive, till i 
could make my efcape to fome other country, and to 
creatures of my own fpecies. The horfe immediately 
ordered a white mare-iervanc of his family to bring i 
a good quantity of oats in a fort of wooden tray. The 
1 heated before the hre, as well as I could, and ruhbi 
them till the hulks came off, which I made a fhift \ 
winnow from the grain ; I ground and beat the 
tween two ilones, theo took water, and m^dc i " 
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eg cake* wiikii I waiM m tbe firr* md of 

WJfii mSXk. If p» « 6^ m wtrj in^pid dkfp 

i«gli in wMof fM9M of Eore^ bet 

^ Tie ; aad harsD^ bfCD ofes J 

to li^d, Lsjc ui my Mr« tbsi uraa aot tbr i~ 
1 hMd mMdc, bow ea^ly namre k toiied. Aad 1 1 
nof U»i ob^ne. citat I no er bm^ taom hom\ J 
whik 1 flaid in tkb i^iaad. Jr ts Croe, 1 
nijufe m fiiift to catdi a rabint, m htrdg by (^mgt» 
made or_r^Ji^»£J haifi ; znd I ofteR ndkcrtd «^botelbciie 
berb». whidb f boiled, or cat as bkd^mttk mj bmd^ 
and iio«/ and tliea fctr a t»it]^ I and«r i tittle ligc£er« and 
drank Um: wbcy. I was at Jlrit ai a grcac lols ibr fiilt i 
botctiftoiii foot] tecfumkd toe tx> tbe «Biit of it i and f 
am oo&fide&t, that tke freqaem cie oT ith amuit m ia 
an e^^ of Laxasyt ^d W4J ^ mtrodoced oofy as a 
pfmocatfve la drmk i except wlicre it u iiecel&ry Ibr 
P»*iV,v;.** nf Ee& in long vOfagr?, ^^ ^^ i-Tir^* ..-.^.v^ 
' m^kcts. Foe we cyl^ tr 

li but mm: aodai com}*-.-* is^^b.^ i. tiu L^iii 
it wai a gtaatt wHik bclbre 1 ooold caduxe tke 
igibat i ea^ 

I • hy apoD tKe fttl^cl of mf dirt; 
' ^ 611 laeit books, as iltJie tcad* 
rned» wkeihcr <**€ fare well or 
ticceilar>' to mcmioii tibis jsailiri 
Irll the w^rlfi ilm«iM thiak it u»(>o0b]e, dut f Cotfld taA 
fice for tbtee yean iirfixiji a' coimtry, aad ai»ong 

V towards evecmg. tlie ma^er bode m^ 
y r me to lodge b ; it nas bci ^3c ^'arrft 

6ofi» iii« boufi-% siiid fepatated from tie i\- ' i 

jttf/^fti* Here 1 got fiime fimw, and covc; j 

with mf own cioatiis (itft vety fcnind. Eot i wai in a 
jbort tbic better accammodjitedt as the teader Ihdil 
knoiph ^ wbea j come to treat mort paiiicdariy 
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CHAP. III. 

Th author Jlvdkus to learn the language ^ th 
ilouyhnhnm, hit majbr, ajfifts in feaching him. TU 
lafigvage defcrihed. Several Houyhnhnms of quality 
came out of curiofity to fee the author. He gi'ues hh 
majter a Jhort account of his 'voyage* 

MY prindpol endeavour was to learn the language, 
which my mader (for {o I fliall hencefordi call 
bim) and his children, and every iervant of his hooie 
were defirous to teach me. For they looked upon it as 
a prodigy, that a brute animal fhould difcover focJi 
marks of a rational creature. I pointed to every dbing, 
and inquired the name of it, which I wrote down m 
my journal-book when I was alone, and corrected my 
bad accent by deiiring thoie of the family to pronomice 
it often. In this employment a forrel nag, one of thie 
nnder (ervan ts, was very ready to afliU me. 

In fpeaking they pronounce through the noie and 
throat, and &eir language approaches neareft to the 
High-Dutch, or German, of any I know in Europe; 
but is much more graceful and iigni£cant. The Empe- 
ror Charles V. made almoft the ^me obfervation, whea 
he faid. That if he were to fpeak to his horfe, it (honld 
be in High-Dutch. 

The curiofity and impatience of my mailer were ib 
great, that he fpent many hours of hrs leifure to in- 
ftrudl me. He was convinced (as he afterwards told me) 
that 1 muft be a. yahoo ; but my teach ablenefs, civility, 
and cleanlinefs, ailonifhed him ; which were qualities al- 
together oppofite to thofc animals. He wa« moft per- 
plexed about my cloaths, reafoning fometimes with hin^- 
fclf, whether they were a part of my body ; for I never 
])u}]ed them off till the family were afleep, and got them 
on before they waked in the morning. My mailer was 
eager to learn from whence I came ; how I acquired thofe 
appearances of reafon, which I difcovered in all my acti- 
ons ; and to know my ftory from my own mouth, which 
hs hoped he ihoald foon do by the gseat proficiency I 

made 
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ttde m learning and proiiQUi^cing their imx)nis usd ie^ 
Bcesr To lietp my memory I formed all I Inroed 
nto the Engl iili alpliahet* aod writ the wonU dcMfit 
^th ihe tr^niiaiton*^. Thi.^ UH aftier fbaie lime 1 y«iw 
fed to do in my maftefs puicnce. h coll roe m&cb 
mhle to £?xptain to hitu vvJut I was doanof i tbc ibe tif* 
|bitams hme not fhe Wall idea of hcxj^. " tCsic* 

I In about cen week* time 1 was ^ibfc ii -d molt 

•«f his queftioD* ; and in three months -ti 

Jbme foletable aiiAvcr?. He w:i5 extr^ . :^ 

wharpaft of thccouticry 1 came, aiid lio^* I 
10 imitate a rational creauirc ; becaufe the ja- 
\vfnom he faw I exa^ly rcfembled in my head, 
^i, And face, (hat were only \4ijblr) with fame sp» 
jrauce of tun a lug, and the flrongefl difpofiiioD lo mir- 
|»icf, wett obfeivcd to be the molt ufiteachable nf ail 
»tc»* I anfwered, that 1 came over the fea from a far 
»ce with many others otmy own kind, in a greaE hot- 
veilel made of the bodies of trees ; that my coin pa- 
tim forced me to brid on this coaft, a^id then left me 
H> fbin {r*r my fell. It was with fome diflicaJty, and by 
ihc Kc" " ' '^ *- ",y fijm, tkot I brought hjm to undcrHand 
me, d, that J mull need* be miftaker!, orihai 

'^■6 itiiti W'lf (frf riicy have oo worti 
■o exvjreff Ivifvg or ftlfhood*) He 
L cooid be ft aMSBuy 
^ brmt^ coeld fimiH; a 
pliTuleii uMi wnitT, H« 
r coitid fsake focK a vc&l* 
Mr wuiiki iruU J ^-^4^ £«» tfu^^a^ I'c. 

The vtsftj H^ ' h ^^ir jn f^^r coagiK iffpiSet a i«p4^ 
aod in it» ett- « «f m^mt, J 

my maKet cK^^ c^pHKoo, but 

ts Caii ai I ojulci ; zmA kop€4 m m fhmt linie f 

I be able »fi icQ UtnOT^dm ; k iya> a^aM m ^ 

Ilk coir liii MiW »a^ W &t«ft» of 

. ill upptatttmtmm, «f iallf«dM9g flhe t 

lod Mrtvo or U'^e boMfi br vM tidit faas 

kvcrj< y^rin aMd «*f n of |Wtff ib < 
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cover ibme glimmerings of reafon. Thefe delighted to 
converfe" with me ; they put many queftions, and receiv- 
ed fuch anfwers as I was able to return. By all thefe 
advantages I made fo great a progrefs, that in five 
months from my arrivd I underflood whatever was 
^oken, and ccald exprcfs myfeff tolerably well. 

The Houyhnhnms who came to vifitmy mailer out q£ 
a defign of feeing and talking with me,, could hardly 
believe me to be a right yabooy becaufe my body had » 
different covering from others of my kind. They were 
aflonifhed to obferve me without the ufual hair or fkin^ 
except on my head, face, and hands ; but I dilcovered 
that fecret to my mailer upon an accident, which hap- 
pened about a- fortnight before. 

I have already told the reader, that every night, when* 
the family were gone to bed, it was my cuilom to ibipr 
and cover myfelf with my cloaths : it happened one 
iporning early, that my mafter ient for me by the forrd 
nag, who was his valet ; when he came, I was fail aileep, 
my cloaths fallen off^on one fide, and my ihirt above my 
waift. I awaked at the noife he made,, and obferved 
him to deliver his meffage in ibme diforder ; after which 
he went to my mailer, and in a great fright gave him a 
very confufed account of what he had fecn : this I pre* 
fently difcovered ; for going as ibon as I was dreilea to 
pay my attendance upon his honour, he aiked me die 
meaning of what his iervant had reported; that Lwai 
not the fame thing when I ilept, as I appeared to be al 
other times : that his valet aifured him, fome part of me 
was white, fome yellow, at leail not fb white, and fiune 
brown. 

I had hitherto concealed the fecret of my drefs in or- 
der to diflinguiih myfelf, as much as pofiible, from that 
curfed race of ycjjoos ; but now I found it in vain to do 
fb any longer. Befides I conjQdered, that my cloaths and 
fhoes would foon wear out, which already were ki a.<de- 
dining condition, and mull be fuppked by ibme contri- 
vance from the hides o\' yahoos^ or other brutes ; whereby 
the whole fecret would be known : I therefore told my 
mailer, that in the country from whence 1 came thofe iS 
my kind always covered their bodies with the hairs of 
certain animals prepased by art^ as well for decency, as 

to 
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fr ' -^ 'he iadcmetides ei jir both hoc aiidccjdi of 
v^ i> Biy own pcr£)o, I ncmlJ gire him isuzirdi* 

a- OD, If be pirded C0 conuB^nd ttir ; cmiy dr« 

1 1 X to fir, if I dkl net r^ifieiib tJb<4e paiu cK^i tii- 

" - - Ti 

re (K(m!d teads us la c^Jt^td 
ft 

4 

ii oil 1 difi tW ikM^9 woii ip]f 
^ «]r Cboes, llocktC£»t and breeclirft. 
iQ my iM>aii, and dtew w cbe bot* 
e a girdle abaiit Ajf sidok to hide 



rjr^ Liy^i^t oi so €0«kcea!. He iaid my dike 
Ytrv fbjn^e» b«it cfpediUy tlir laA pin ; : 
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my nakeuDet's. 

Mr mafter obfenr^ die wfwJe f^rlbmanc^ wkk 
Pf»t 15;pos of cartofiry a^d adrntr^tioo. He tock up dl 

pi^tloitlit in hif paftcrn, one piece after another, and 
c . rhem dillgfntly ; he ihen Eroaked my body 

vti r ^--^y* and looked round ijie fweral timcs^ after 
which he fjiid, il was plain J mull be a perfe4^ j<^*i> ; 
but ibai I dt:ffered very much from the ^eflof myfprcie* 
m the (bftnefs, t^hitcnefsj asd fmcothnefs of my (kiu, 

IT -- '^f hair m (-■-' — -^ -- •^-^-. -^-- '^ -f 

ar iffc of mj ^ iU 

ijiuori of walking tt-nisnuLLuy oij my (\vo ii]ij'.,c-- ucL 
d«lifl4 10 iee n^ mor« ^ and gave me leave 10 pat 
oil my do4t)u agaiii^ tor I vta^ ihudderi^g v. ' : ' 

1 ra^rirrOcd mv untafifiefs at his t^kitiP me : iie 

ar ■ '■ ■ ■■■ ■ ^' "■ '" "■ .td 

fi T- 

li.. i ui^c ih^ tf 

in 45, whom >-i 

K .ttU iikcwjitf* til at the kcrtt ut my 

hv: ■-'2, TO my bt>dy might be Vrrgt\Ti bi 

vatic W binnfclCat ■ "^g as my prcfc /J 

Uioiild bS| for a* tf :\c forrcl rii: K uj 

irbfen cd« hJi honoijr might cor 

Ail :Mmttn ci.ider ve^y gr, 4 

t) till my cloMhr, bt .tf 

Cn.., . . ^... :-^r,i.,., I'l iupplyby feveral i:oL_ k^_ -_-*» 

ifaai Jib^l hereafter be mca^ioiicd* In the mean time im 

defiled 
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Htfittd I would go on with mj* utmofl diligci^ce to I 
iheir language J b«caufe ht was more allonii>ied ai 
capacity for Tp^ech and reafon, than at the figure of 
body, whether it were covered or no ; adding, that 
ivraiccd mth fome impatience to hear the wonders, wbi 
I pro mi fed to tell him. 

From thenceforward he doubled the pains he had bera 
t£ to ifijlrud me ; he brought me into alF company 
mide them treat me with civility, becaufe, as h 
them privately, this would pat me into good humi 
imd make me more diverting, 

EviHY day, when I waited on him, beiide the tron] 
he wm at in teaching, he w€ri1d aflt mc fever al qucllr 
concerning myfelf, which I anfwered as well as I con 
and by theie means he had already received fomegenej 
Ideas ^ though very imperfeft. It ux^uld be tedious 
relate the feVeral fteps, hy which f advanced to a nn 
re^lar convcrfaiton : but the iiifl account I gave of 
felf in any order and lengcht was to this ptirpofe : 

That I came from a vrry far country, as ! :: i! " 

fiitempted to tell him, with abaut fifty more o; -r, . n 
Ipedei ; that we travelled upon the feas in n great hiil^ 
iow vclFel made of wood, and larger tha/^ hi-^ l^rtnnfS 
honk, I dt^fcribed the ftiip to him in the I I 

coirld^and explained by the help of my handkL,\, ,,1^/ wii- 
played, how it was driven forward by the wind. Thit 
tipon a quarrel among ns t wa? fet on ihore «n this co«ft 
where I walked forwaid, without knowing whither, 
he delivered me from the perfecntion of thofe execrablt 
^ttht^s^ He aflted me, who made the fhip^ and how ij 
was polTibie that the Houyhnhnms of my couniry w 
leave it to the management of brutes ? My anfwcr 
that I durli proceed no farther in my relation, unlefs 
would give me hit word and honour that he would 
be offended, Sind then T would tell him th^ Woi ^ 
had Co often promiied. He agreed ; and I v 
affbrmg him J that the fh ip waj made i 
myCdf, who in all the countnes I had tra 
at in my own, were the only governing* rn 
mals i and that upon my arrival hither f Wi 
»{loni/hed to fee the Houyhnhnms a^ like tatbi 
ings, 35 he or hh friends could be in fijidii^g Ibaie 
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tesifovi in a creature he was plcafed to cull ^y^hm ; to 
which 1 owfiec! my refcmbUrtce in every part, bat could 
not nccount for their degenerate and brutal fiature/ 1 
feitl farther, that if good fortune €ver reilored mt to my 
tiaiivc country to relate jny travels hither, as I refolvei 
to do^ every body would belkvei that I fmd the thmg 
'whkh li/fii M&t i liiat I invented the ilory out of my own 
I bead ; and [wlih ali pofTible refpedt to himfelfj hk fami- 
ly > and fricndst and under his promiic of not being of- 
fended) our countrymen would hardly think it probable, 
that a HcMjybnhnm rtiould be the preildiBg creature of a 
aaiioni and %yak^ the brute « 



CHAP, IV. 



yifffniinms mthn if tr^th mnd faJJkt^d, Thi 
utbors Jijhurft difspprm-id hy his majiir, TBe mithwt 
Vis a m^Fi p&rikiii&r mammi ef 6mJe//\ ^fid ibt md* 
I cf hi$ ^Qjffget 

y mailer heard me with great appearances of un- . 
eaJluefs in his countenance 4 beciiure ^uMhimg^ or 
it€hen>iKg^ are fo little known in this country, that 
inhabitants cannot tell how to behave thtmfelvei un- 
fiich circurntlances. And 1 remember^ in fre(|iiciit 
uffes with my malier concermng the nature of man- 
in other parts of the world ♦ having occafion to talk 
inX and Jklfe reprrfftttation. It was with much dtilt- 
that he comprehended what T meant ; although he 
otherwife a moft acute judgment. For he ari^ued 
thus : ibat the ufe of fpeech wai to make us underlbud 
one another, and to receive infornution of fatls i now, 
if any o^e fmd the thrig *t'Mfii njuat ml, thefe ends wer 
defeated ; becaufc I cannot properly be faid 10 undr ribnj 
iiim ; and I am fo far from receiving information, that he" 
leave* me worfc than in ignorance ; for 1 am led to be- 
lieve a .'^ ' -n it is nvhit(^ and Jhwt when it 
Ump, all die nouons lie had concernlni 

ly well imderllciod, ana 
^^ ^ , : I uman creatures. 

'a si^mm iiiiia liii j Ui^icHign > wlicn I abated that 

the 
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the yahoo J were the only go\'erning animals in my country, 
whidi my mafler faid was altogether paft his concepp- 
on, he defired to know, whether we had Honyhahnms 
among us, and what was their employment ? I told him, 
we had great numbers ; that in fammer they grazed in 
the fields, and in winter were kept in houfes widi hay 
and oats, where yahoo-ferv^nts were employed to mo 
their fkins fmooth, comb their manes, pick thetr feet) 
ferve them with food, and make their beds. I under- 
fiand you well, faid my mafler ; it is now vety plain from 
all you have fpoken, that, whatever fhare of reaibn the 
yaJl?oos pretend to, the Houyhnhnms are your maften ; I 
heartily wifh our vaboos Would be fo tradable. I begged 
his honour would pleafe to excufe me from proceedmg 
any farther, becaufe I was very certain that the account 
he expelled from me would be highly difpleafing. Bat 
he infifled in commanding me to let him know the beft 
and the worfl : I told him he (hould be obeyed. I own- 
ed, that the Houyhnhnms among us, whom we called 
hor/eSf were the mofl generous and comely animal we 
had ; that they excelled in flrength and fwiftnefs ; and 
when they belonged to perfons of quality, were employ- 
ed in travelling, racing, or drawing chariots; they were 
treated with much kindnefs and Care, till they fell into 
difeafes, or became foundered in the feet; but then they 
were fold, and u(ed to all krnd of drudgery, till they 
died ; after which their fkins were Gripped, and ibid for 
what they were worth, and their bodies IcTt to be de- 
voured by dogs aiid birds of prey. But the commoii 
race of horfes had not fo good fortune, being kept by 
farmers and carriers and other mean people, who put them 
to greater labour, and fed them worfe. I defcribed, u 
well as I could, our way of riding ; the fhape and ufc 
of a bridle, a faddle, a fpur, and a whip ; of hardneis 
and wheels. I added, that we faflened plates of a cer- 
tain hard fubftance, called iron, at the bottom of thdr 
feet, to preferve their hoofs from being broken by the 
flony ways, on which we often travelled. 

My mailer, after fome expreflions of great indig- 
nation, wondered how we dared to venture- upon t 
Houyhnhnm's back ; for he was fure, that the weakeft 
fervant in his houfe would be able to ihake off the ftrong- 
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i; or by lying down, and rolling on bis b;ickfj 
^c brute ro dcatii. I anfwered, that our horfrt 
de<i up from three or four years old to the feve-^ 
re tnt ended them for ; that^ if any of ihem pro- 
prably vicious^ they were employed for l 
were feverely beaten, white they Wvj 
aifchievous tricks : that the males, defigncd fuj 
rion ufc of riding or draught, were geiierallj 
i^ about two years after their birth to take down 
•fpiritsand make them more tame atid gcotle; chat 
f were indeed fenfible of rcfward^ and ptinlihmentsi 
honour would plcafe to confider, diat tliey had 
'eift tinaurc of reafon, any more than ihcj^hc^t 
ountry. 

put me to the pains of mtmy circomlocutions to give 
[isiiier a right idea of what I (poke; for thrh 1:. 
je dotJi not abound in variety of words, be 
ts and paffion* are fewer than among us, ^ ^v i^ i^ 
pflible to exprefs his noble rcfcntment at titir favsg 
Bient of tlic Hnuyhnhnm race i particulariy after 
cxplAined the manner and ule of (Ajj^ottn^ horfes av 
kg y» to hinder them from ppopagattn^ their kind, ati ' ' 
ruder them more fervile. He faid, if it were poiTtbli 
could beany country^ where Vflj^so/ alotu: 
with reafon, they certainly mull be the 

^nfc rcafon willJii time always prcvaii :igatu|j 
:h. But, considering the frame of our bodicis 
cklly of mine, he thought no creature of equa 
I fo ill contrived for employing that rcafon in thi 
I office.^ of life; whereupon he defired to know, 
'riiofe, among whom 1 lived, rcfemblcd mc or 
^akm of \\h country* 1 alfured him* that I wns . 
^ ipcd as mod of my age : but' the youn^tr^ an 
lies, were much more loft and tender, and th^ 

j3Ttt*r i-»^'nrr:il'v .Ti whjtC 83 milk* H>: \\n L 

. beinfj much n 

ledj bat ►■^ * ' '" 

for the V 
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went with them uncovered, neither waj the covcrbg I 
fomeiiines wore oti them of the fame fhape, or fo ftrocig 
as that on my feet beliiod. That 1 coulci not walk wim 
vmy fecurity, for if cither of my hinder^feet flipped, 
iRuft ineviihly fall. He then began to find fault wl 
other p^n% of my body ; the fl at nefs of my hc^^ the pj 
mincncc of my nofe, jnine eyes placed dj redly in froi 
fo that J could not look on either Me without turnmf 
my head : that I was not able to feed myfelf without 
Ufdng one of my fore-feet to my mouth : and therefore 
nature had placed thofe joints to anfwer that neccffity. 
He knew not wlwit eould be the iife of thofe fcveiil 
cleft$ and divifions in my feet behind i that thefe ^vat 
too foft to bear the hardnefsand fharpnefs of Honc:^ 
out a covering made from the fk in of fomc other f 
that my whole body wanted a fence again tt heat and 
cold, which I was forced to put on and off every day 
with tedioufnefs and uouble. ^nd Jaftly, thac he oh- 
Icrved every animal in this country naturally to abhnr rk? 
y&hiiofi whom the weaker avoided, and the Ilronge^ 
fipm them* So that* fuppofmg us to have che g;.; - 
teafon. he could not fee how it were pofiible <o cnre ihtc 
naniral antipathy, which every creatiire diicovefeda« 
g£iinil us ; nor confequently, liow we could tame and 
render them ferviccable. However, he would (a5 k 
faid) debate the matter no farthexj becaufe he was more 
deiirou$ to know my own Jlory, the coantry w! ' 
was born, and tl»e feveral anions and evcncs of ii 
before I came hither, 

I afiyred him. how extremely deilrous I was, that 
fhould be iatisiied in every point: hut 1 doubted mui 
whether it would be polTible for me to explain myicif 
{evet^ fubje£i5, whejcof his honour could have no 
conception ; becaufe 1 iaw nothing in his country, tiS 
which J could refembk them. That however I wc 
do my be ft, and ftrive to eAprefc myfelf by fimilitm 

fnbfy dcfiring jus dTiAance, when i wanted proj 

rds ; which he was plea fed to proinire me. 

J f iid» my birth was of hoc ell parents m an i/l^i 
tailed England^ which was remote from this country 
nin\' <ky5 journey* as tl\e flrotv^cft of his honour's A 

[lU cuiild travel lu iKi^ aamu^icoNw^^^^ ^^U'ci.TVi 
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fcbrc£l a fyrgeon, whafc irade k is 10 cure woufids and 
5 in the body gotten by accident or violence ; thac 
country was governed by a female man* whom we 
led Queen. That 1 left k m get riches, wl>cf eby i 
}it maintain my ft' If and family when I fliould return, 
at In my laft vwage I was commander of the fnip^ and 
bad sibour Mty yafioof under roe, many of which died At 
And 1 was forecd lo ftipply tliem by others picked 
from feveral nations. That our ihip was twice ifi 
gerof bdngfunk; the iirftdme by a great ftorm» and 
Iccoiid by ftrikifig againll a rock. Here my ma0er 
' ' ^y aiking me, how T could perfuade grangers 
'. nt countries to venture with me, after the 
b j ruM fxiftainedj and the hazards I had ron. ! faid, 
w«re fellows of dcfperate fortunes, forced to fly 
the places of their birth on account of their poTer- 
^r their crimes* Some were undone by law- fmts ; o- 
Ipent all they had irr drinking, whoring, and ga*i 
othen fled for tre^ifoi) ; many for murder, thc^*^ 
ifoning, robbery, perjury, forge ry, coining falfc mo» 
ney, for committing rapes or Ibdomy, for flying ffoiti 
their colours, or defercfng to the enemy, and moft of 
them had broken prifon ; none of thefe durft return to 
iheir tiative countries for fear of being hanged, or of 
Carving in a jail ; and therefore they were under a nc- 
ceJlity of fee king a livelihood in other places. 

DuRiwo this dift:ourfe,my mafterwas pleafedto intar^ 
rupt me fever d times ; I had made ufe of^ many circum* 
Ibcutions in defcribing to him the nature of the feveral 
crimes, for which moll of our crew had been forced to 
^^eir tountry^ This labour took up fe vera! days con* 
^■ktion, before He was able to comprehend me. lie 
^P wliolly at*a Jof$ to know, what could be the life i 
HpCity of prafHfing thofc vices. To cl^ar up which^ I 
BWeavoured tcrgive him fome ideas of the defire 
||Owef and riches j of tho terriWe eife(5ts of laft, intempe- 
malice, and envy. All this 1 was forced to defi 
Mefcribe by putt mg cafei, and leaking fa ppofi lions/ 
I. like one whofe imagination was flruck with ' 
::cver feen or heard of before^ he woaldU^ 
ta is eyes wfth amazement and indi^BattOTi. '^(sw^t^^^^ 
U€nt, war, law, pimifhmeBt^ and a \hsydt^^ «*^*^^ 
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went with them uncovered, neither was the covering I 
fometimes wore on them of the fame (hape, or £o Strant 
as that on my feet behind. That I could not walk wim 
nny fecurity, for if either of my hinder-feet flipped, I 
mu ft inevitably fall. He then began to find fault mth 
other 4>arts of my body ; the flatneis of my face, the pro- 
minence of my nofe, inine eyes placed diredly in front, 
fo that I could not look on either fide without turning 
xny head : tliat I was not able to feed myfelf without 
lifting one of my fore-feet to my mouth : and therefore 
nature had placed thofe joints to anfwer that neceffity. 
He knew not wliat could be the ufe of thofe ievenl 
clefts and divifions in my feet behind ; that thefe were 
too foft to bear the hardnefs and (harpnefs of fiones with- 
out a covering made from the ikin of fome other brute ; 
that my whole body wanted a fence againft heat and 
cold, which I was forced to put on ana off every day 
with tedioufnefs and trouble. And lafUy, that he ol^ 
ferved every animal in this country naturally to abhor At 
yahcosy whom the weaker avoided, and ihe fironger drove 
from them. So that, fuppofing us to have the gift of 
ceafon, he could not fee how it were poffible to cure that 
natural antipathy, which €^very creatiire diicovereda- 
gainft us ; nor confequently, how we could tame and 
render them ferviceable. However, he would (as be 
faid) debate the matter no farther, becaufe he was more 
defirous to know my own ftory, the country where I 
was born, and the feveral adlions and events of my life 
before I came hither. 

I afTured him, how extremely defirous I was, that he 
fhould be fatisfied in every point : but I doubted mucli» 
whether it would be pofTible for me to explain myfelf oo 
feveral fubje£ls, whereof his honour could have no 
conception ; becaufe I /aw nothing in his country, to 
which I could refemble them. That however I would 
do my beft, and drive to exprefs myfelf by fimilitudcs, 
humbly defiring his afliftance, when I wanted proper 
words ; which he was pleafed to promife me. 

1 faid« my birth was of honeft parents in an iiland 
called England, which was remote from this country as 
many days journey, as the ftrongeft of his honour's fer- 
vantk could travel in the annual courfeof the run« That I 

wai 
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was bred a lurgeoni whofe trade it is to cure woontb aijd 

"^ ; . m the body goueii by accident or violence i tliat 
mntry was govemeii by a female man* wbom wis 
kd Queen- That 1 kft'it tagetrkhes, whereby I 
igbt mamtain myfelf and family whei> 1 ilioyld return, 
^'hat in my lail voyage I was Gommander of the (hip, and 
liad about Miyya^m^ under me, many of which died at 
fca, and I was forced to fypply tliem by others picked 
cut from fevera! nations. That our ihip was twice m 
danger of bdng funk 1 the firfl: time by a great ftorm. and 
the fetond by itriking againll a rock- Here my madei" 
ii by afldng me, how I could perfuade ftrangera 

f. rent countries to venture with me, after the 

J "abed, and the hazards I hstd ran. I faid, 

th^. v.^.c ..-.^ws of defperace fortunes, forced to % 
from the phtces of their birth on account of their poTcr- 
tv or their crimes* Some were undone by law-futts 1 o- 
theri fpent aJl they had in drinking^ whoring, and £a* 
^'-^** : others fled for irTftifon ; many for murder, thetl* 
itngs robbery, perjury, forgery, coining falfe mo- 
ivf V, for committing ra,pes or fodomy, for flying froin 
their colours, op dSerting to the cnemy^ and moil: of 
!. had broken prifon ; none of thefe durft return to 
native cotintries for fear of being hanged, or of 
rviiig io 3 jail ; and therefore they were finder a nr- 
T\ty of feekiitg a livelihood in other places* 
DuRiNc thi^ diJcourfe, my nrjafter was pleafcd to inter- 
ropi me feveraJ times j I had made ufe of many circum^ 
Itscutions in defcribing to him the oature of the fevera! 
crime?, for which mnft of our crew had been forced to 
By their I ou n 1 1 y . T h t s 1 abo ur too k irp fc v eral days c on - 
vcrfation, before he wa? able to comprehend me. He 
was wholly aM lofs to know, what could be the life or 
ueceCay of pmftifing thafe vices^ To dtnr up which, I 
tndeavourea to- give him fome ideas of the dcltrc of 
power and riches 1 of tho icrrible eifedb of Inft* intempe- 
Tsnos^ malice. And envy. All thi^ I was forced to de^n« 
!,r*.l <|^rr-ribe by putting cafes, and making fuppoCtjons. 
h, like one whofe imagination was ft r trek with 
iirji* never feen or heard of before, he would lift 
rye5 witJi amazement and indignation* Power, go^ 
^jcnimtnt, war, kwv^ puniOiment, asvd aiho^fu^^^t 
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things had no terms, wherein that language coald exprefi 
them ; which made the difficulty almoil infuperable to 
give my mailer any conception of what [ meant. Bat 
being of an excellent underftanding, much improved by 
cojitemplation and converfe, he at lafl arrived at a com- . 
petent knowledge of what human nature in our parts of 
the world is capable to perform,' and defired I wooM 
give him fome particular account of that land, which wt 
call £ttroj)e, but efpecially of my own country. 

CHAP. V. 

TJ^ author^ at his mafiir's commaaJi^ imfirms him tf iti 
fiaU of England^ 7bt caufa of n»ur amoftg ibg prime§§ 
of Europi. Thi author hogim to oxplmn thg ti^h/h 

C0MfittUtiO/», 

TH £ reader may pleafe to obferve, that the toUxm^ 
ing extradl of many converfations I had with my 
mailer, contains a fummary of the moil material pointy 
which were difcourfed at feveral times for above twe 
years ; his honour often defirine fuller iatisfaflioo, ai I 
farther improved in the Houyhnhnm tongue. I laid be> 
fore him, as well as I could, the whole Sate of Europe r 
1 difcourfed of trade and manufactures, of arts and ideiw 
ces ; and the anfwers I gave to all the queilions he made 
as they arofe upon feveial fubjeCb, were a fund of oon- 
verfation not to be exhaufted. But 1 ihall here only iet 
down the fubftance of what paiTed between us concerning 
my own country, reducing it into order as welhas I oui» 
without any regard to time or other circumftancesp while 
I nri<flly adhere to truth. My only concern is, that I 
ihall hardly be able to do juftice to my mailer's argu- 
ments and expreffions, which muft needs fuiFer by my 
want of capacity, as well as by a tranilation into our bar* 
barous Engliih. 

In obedience thereibre to his honour's commands, I 
related to him the rt«vi>lutioH under the Prince of Orange; 
the long war with France entered into by the faid Prince, 
and renewed by his fucceiTor the prefent Queen, wherein 
t}ie greaceA powers of Chriilendom were engaged, and 

which 
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kich flili continacd t I computtsd, at his reijttei!» that 
' ' ' . might havt? Wti killed m the 

i peihaps a hundred or moreci- 
x;iit 'Mid hvc umcii as many Ihips burnt or funic* 
latked me, what were the tifuaJ catifes or inattves 
ade one coutitry go to war tvith auoihri-. [ an- 
they were jRnumcmblc ; bjt I ihoM otily men- 
I few of the chic£ Sometimes tiie ambition of Pritt- 
who tiet*er think th^y have land or people cnoygh 
CD go vara. Some tiiiicj the con up don of miniilcrs, who 
engage ihcir mailer in a war in order to ibHe or divert 
the tiimoiir of the fubjccts agaiiift their evil *ndminiilra- 
*»n. Diit^rence in opinions baih cofl: man/millions cif 
for jntbnce, whether X{/^ be ^^^W, otlr^adhc 
i whether the jtiice of a certain if^rn be lUdd or 
whtrtlur ^i.-bij/i'ing be » vice or a virtue f ; whc- 
it be better to h/t & poji^ or throw it into the iiref % 
it is the bell colour for a <^^i^ whether bia<ky -wij//-, 
^rt} ; and whether it fbould h^ kfig m Jhoft^ nnr* 
\miidty Set J or cltan^ with many tiinr<^*** Neither 
war* fo ftinoui and bloody, or of fo iong cor. 
occ* us thofo occfiikned by diifcrence in opinio r,, 
' •■ ^ ■• '""'" ../nt. 

!wo Princcj* h, to tle» 
Lh oJ ttif-m liiaM . : '. ■ ^" ^ ' . '.i, 

hrr** neiiiicr of the 

■ cjtrarrcllt'th vvita . 

..rrei with him* S< i* 

bei^aiilc the enemy i$ i 
aulc he 1% too -it :k. I - 

IVUw/ the thin^^ whir j 

LWe %tffl«l } and wc : , 

MISS their** Jt ii a r, 

e!c :i CDuntrv iiflcr ' 
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dominions round and compact. If a Prince fends forces 
into a nation, where the people are poor and ignoranr, 
he may lawfully put half of them to death, and make 
flavcs of the rclU in order to civilize and reduce them 
from their barbarous way of living. It is a very, kingly, 
honourable, and frequent practice, when one Prince de^ 
£res the afCilancc of another to fecure him againft an in- 
vafion» that the aflillant, when he hath driven out the 
invr.der, fhould feize on the dominions himfelf, and kill-, 
imprifon, or banifh the Prince he came to relieve. AUi*- 
;mce by blood, or marriage, is a frequent caufeofwar 
between l^rinces ; and the nearer the kindred is, the 
greater is their difpofition to quarrel : poor nations are 
hungry J and rich nations are proud ; and pride and hnn* 
ger will ever be at variance. For thefe reafbns, the 
trade of \ Joldier is held the moft honourable of all o- 
thers ; becaufe a foldier is a yahoo hired to kill in cold 
blood as many of his own (pccies» who have never of- 
fended him, as poilibly he can. 

There is likewife a kind of beggarly Princes in Eii» 
rope, not able to make war by themfelves, who hire out 
their troops to richer nations, for fo much a day to esch ' 
man ; of which they keep three-fourths to themfelves^ 
and it is the beft part of their maintenance \ fach are 
thofe in many northern parts of Europe^ 

What you have told me Tiaid my mafter) opon the 
fubjedl of war, does indeed ai(cover mod: admirably the 
cfFeds of that reafon you pretend to : however it is h^ 
py that the fljame is greater than the danger ; and dut 
nature hath left you utterly incapable of doing much mif- 
chicf. For, your mouths lying fiat with your faces, yon 
can hardly bite each other to any parpofe, unlefs by con- 
fent. Tnen as to the claws upon your feet befcne and 
behind, they arc fa fhort and tender, that one of our>«- 
hooi would drive a dozen of yours before him. And 
therefore in recounting the numbers of thoiewhohafe 
been killed in battle, I cannot but think yo« have Jmi 
the thing iwhiih is not. 

I could not forbear fhaking my head, and finiiiDg a 
little at his ignorance. And being no fbanger to the ait 
of war, I gave him a defcription of cannons, culverias, 
mufquets, carabines, piilols, ballets^ pov^'dcr, Avoids, 

bajronet^ 
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nrcrmme*, bi^m bard men ts, fe2.-%hEs, ihip* fonk wjtK 
boufaod men, twenty dioafand lalkd on carcli lide^ 
rgroam^ li ' " iii> in the air, fmoke, fioil^, con- 
^tramplij 1 ^nder boifes feet; flight* ptxr- 

Ht!lUa itrtnvetl with carcafe'^, left tW food to 
ah'fe?!, and birds oFpreji plundering!, ftrtpping, 
burning and deftroying. And to l^t forth the 
rof tny owndear coyncrymetT, I airiyred him, tliiit 
Iccn them blow up a hundred en^jmies at cince In 4 
ind as nmtiy in a ihip; and beheld the dead bodies 
own in pieces ^Vom the cloads, to iKe gr^at divert 
'the fp^aators*, 
I V on to more partxculars, when mv mailiT 

&nifr c liknce. He faid, whoever tinderllood 

ke nature o( v^hos. might e^fily believe it poiFibie for ID 
Je an animal to be capable of every a^l:ion 1 had named, 
f their ftrt-ngtb and ctiimiRg ecjuaDed ihdr malice. E\A 
f my diicoiirfe had increafed hiE^ abhorrence of the whole 
u, ib he found Ji gave Earn a. diiVtirbaace bhis mind. 



' It wo\iIii ptrhap* fee imf^lTFKle, hy t^e mftff lal^Aiired af- 

rnjor Of forcible tlu- Ihcw rhc . uite srwl 

irty iTiidty of 1^'3r i :,•. a* by tin Jiibitingi 

them in a new lU^Lit. — ;., .l. -. ....:.. ^^j- 

B«|uiry and cv- i y ^f^ r*f . l^y 

t£l. lllliicT fpttlU'llS Ui'tTJ :, ..^•-' .'-•.. . J, i.C- 

: ility atr Irj^mcJ at An age, in which ihf mmtl implicitly 
Vf« xnd mains whafiever is imprefL Thiis it hippcfff, 
rhcp f)»e Tiiin n 9 lit liters uriutbcrr (u gratify hii lull, we 
ff^ I-rnt nficn Ciic fii^iti ifrijiclcr^ii iniiiiiin to gjntiVv hn 
.e iii4 »« sdmiic, we cni^y and v,c apjpJaud. 
1 titc pretctJiJti* f-igcf arc read, wc; dii'tovcr 

itl" ....u.-t, that m'hrn thr f-^-" ^a-^-i^ r. ...•<. r,.-- ,,.■► ^.^ f^l 

»ry, we felt no ttnotlon, mul ^e 

not bnt kn(>w to b^^^c ht- i-ii, 

Ikch fueuJUj, kt net Um W it:»frtr£<i lo^r too 
i fpedcs, viJKJ hill cctltilbuted fo th<ir l^lidtjf 
Ifion, by ftfippinp off ihc vcjl of cufb^m and pre- 
|i«»lJing lip* m their native ^tfomiify. rhr viec» by 
rUcome wretched* ia4 ibc iris by *l*ich they ^t 
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to which he was wholly a ilranger before, ile thought 
his ears, being ufed to fuch abominable words, might 
by degi-ees admit them with lefs deteftation. That al- 
tho' he hated the yahoos of this conn try, yet he no more 
blamed them for their odious qualities, than he did a 
gnnayh (a bird of prey) for it* cruelty, or a fharp ftone 
for cutting his hoof. But when a creature, pretending 
to reafon, could be capable of fuch enormities, he dread- 
ed, leil the corruption of that faculty might be worie 
than brutality itfelf. He feemed therefore confidence 
that inftead of reafon we were only pofTeffed of ibme 
quality fitted to encreafe our natural vices ; as the refle- 
ction from a troubled llream returns the image of an ill- 
fliapen body not only largtr but more difttrted, 

Hb added, that he had heard too much upon the Tub- 
je^t of war, both in this and fome former difixwrib. 
There was another point, which a little perplexed him 
at prcfent. 1 had informed him, that fome of our crew 
left their country on account of being ruined by Am.-; that 
1 had already explained the meaning of the word; bat 
he was at a lofs how it fhould come to pafs, that the lavt^ 
which was intended for every man's prefervation, fhould 
be any man's ruin. Therefore he defired to be farther 
fatlsfied what 1 meant by lanxj^ and the difpenfurs there- 
of, according to the pre&nt practice in my own country: 
becaufe he thougiit nature and nafon were fuffident 
guides for a reafonable animal, as we pretended to be, 
m fhewin? us what we ought to do, and what to avoid. 

J afTured his honour, that la^w was a fdence, in whkh 
I had not much converfed, further than by employing ad* 
vocates in vain upon fome injuftices that had be«D done 
me ; however I would give him all the fatisfaition I was 
able. 

I faid, there was a fociety of men among us bred up 
from their youth in the art of proving by words multipli- 
ed for the pnrpofe, that i\:hite is IUck^ and hiiuk is 'wbitu 
according as they are paid*. To this fociety all the refl 
of the people are flaves. For example, if my neigh- 
bour 

• As in every caufe cownfil arc fecM on both fides, it can- 
not be prcicuded. that this account is much C]ia«Kr8tcd, 



hut 
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hoMi batli a mind to my coil, he liires a iafwi^r to prove 
that lie ought to have my io^ from me* J muit then 
hire aaotlier to defend my right* it being againit all rales 
of iff^t that any maa ibould be allowed to fpt-ak for 
himfelf. Now lii tihrs cafe J, M/ho jim ihe nghi owner, 
lie ufiikr two great di fad vantages ; Jrjif my /a^vjer^ bc^ 
T " ' raif^ifed aLmoll from his cradle in defending fatOiood, 
:e out of hi^ element when he would be an adv^ 
i '' uhkh 15 m u II natural office he dwajrs 

L^cat aukwaidnefsj if not wtlh 10 jfrill, 
s, that my /t/tL : proceed 

. t he will bercf i by the 

i]k;/J, and ;^biicj{Ted by his brethren m one ihat wonid 
Ifen the practice of the /a^w* And therefore 1 h»ve 
ot two mcihods to prefer ve my r^t^. Tlit* firft is, t© 
gain ov€r my adverfary's im^y^r with a double fee j who 
will then betray his dient by iDfinuating, that he bath 
jufiiii on bis fide. The fecond wj»y i«, for my km^yw 
to make my caufe appear a& a^/i*/ ai he can by ^^v?mxy% 
the rc'u to belong to my advcrfary ; and this, if it h^ 
fltilfully done, will certainly befpeak the favonrofthe 
bench. Now your honour la to know» that thefe hdgts 
^Tc perfons appointed to decide atl controvcrGet of pro- 
y, as well at for the trial of criminal*, and picked 
from the moft dcxtfous lawyers who are grown old 
\2%y ; and having been btafled all their lives againft 
truth and e<jdty» lie under fach a fatal nect Ulty of fa^ 
v -■"- -^^ !. perjury, and of|>reilion» that I have 
h ihem refufe n laigc bribe from tJue fide 

\v :V :' e the faculty by doing 

pj or their office* 

1 T ;5 a 13 j.,x t ! L ! . . cl c 1 J w y crs , th at w ha te v er hittli 

teeii done befoi '/ally be done again : and therc- 

^ to record aJl the decifionj for^ 
iinon juilice, and the general 
i L J d . Til c fc , u iid e r c h e nam e of prec^JfH tt ^ 
authorities to j nil ify the moll iniquitoua 
mid tiii! judge* never fail of direi£Uiig accord- 

iilly iivoJd entering into the mt* 

J loiid, violcntj and lcdio«i5* in 

rtlling upon ^1 imumpattaj which ar^ qoc eo ihe puN 
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po(e. For inflance, in the cafe already mentioned : they 
never defire to know what claim or title my adveHkry 
hath to my cow ; but whether the'faid cotv were red or 
black ; her horns long or fhort ;- whether the field I 
graze her in be round or fquare ; whether fhe was milked 
at home or abroad ; what difeafes fhe is fubjedl to, aod 
the like ; after which they confult precedtntsj adjourn the 
caufe from time to time, and in ten, twenty, or thirty 
years come to an iffue. 

It is likewife to be obferved, that this (bdety hath i 
peculiar cant and jargon of their own, that no other mor- 
tal can underfland, and wherein all their laws are writ- 
ten, which they take fpecial care to multiply ; wherel^ 
they have wholly confounded the very eflence of truth 
and falfhood, of right and wrong ; ia that it wiU cdbe 
thirty years to decide, whether the field left me by my 
anceilors for fix generations bdongsto me or to^a firao^ 
get thr^e hundred miles ofifl 

In ^e trial of perfons accoied for crimes againft die 
ftate, the method is much more ifaort and commendaUer 
the judge firft fends to found the difpofition of thofeis 
power, after which he can eafily hang or faiva a criminill 
ftridlly preierving all due forms of /ow. 

Her£ my msSer interpofing, laid, it was a pity, tiot 
creatures endued with fuch pK»digious abih'ties of mindi 
as thefe lanjuyers by the deicription I gave of them maft 
certainly be, were not rather encouraged to be inftrofton 
of others in wifdom^and knowledge. In anfwer to whicH 
I afifured his honour, that in all points out of'tfaeirown 
trade they were ufiially the mod ignovant and ftupid ge* 
neration among us, the moft defpicable in common con* 
verfation, avowed enemies toall knowledge and leamingi 
and equally difpofed to pervert* the general reaibn of 
mankind in every other fubjefb of'difbourfe as in that of 
Cbdr own profeffion. 
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CHAP, VI* 

nttmt^k^ ^f thi fiaU of England ttndtr ^tm Ann 
tki fkara&ir of a firfi mimftir ^f ft^U m Bur&pia 




terwas y&t mhaWy -^i alofs to underlbmj 
motives could inciec this race of h^^ei 
perplex* difquiet, and wcarj^ thcroreive^, and cn^aj^e in 4 
confederacy of injufHce, merely for the fake of injur mg 
th^ir fellow animals I neither could he comprehetid what 
J meant m faying they did it for hire, Whcj-fiipon I 
%VM at cioch pains to defcribe to him the ufe of mQmy\ 
the matmaji it was made of, and the value of the me- 
Ui that when ^yaloa had got a great ilore of thia pre- 
ps fybflanee, he was able to purchafe whatever he had 
lind to, the Jinell clothings the nobleil honfes, great 
\ of iand« the moll eoilly meats and drinks ; and have 
^choice of the moll bea.utiful femnles. Therefore^ 
^monfj alone was able to perform all the fe feats, our 
jttlniQi tliought diey could never have enough of it to 
fpend, or to fave^ as they found them felves inclined from 
their natural bejit cither to profuijon or avarice. That 
the rich man enjoyed the fruit of the poor man*s labour, 
and the latter were a ihoufand to one in proportiori to 
the former* That the bulk of our people were forced to 
1^1^ mifer^bly, by lalxjurino; every day for fmaJl wages, 
^Kaake a few Eve plcjui fully- J enlarged myfclf muck 
PJpthefe a«d many otlter particulars to the fame pur- 
|jofc : but his honour was ilill to feek ; for he went up- 
<m a fuppofition, that all animals had a title to their 
iharc in the produditms of the earth, and efpedally thofe 
who prefidcd over the reR, Therefore he deftred I 
would let him know what thefe coftly meats were> and 
how any of us h:v ' to want tbcm. Whereupon I 

I ejiumcratcd at& jr is came into my head> with 

the vari i dulling them, which cou!d not b« 

X effels by fca to every pari of the 
\o drinki as for fauccit and 
jcAde«. I afiared V\m liJ^vt^x 



done 
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this whole globe of earth mud be at leaft three times 
gone round, before one of our better female yahoos could 
get her breakfafl or a cup to put it in. He faid» that 
muft needs be a miferable country, which cannot fumifh 
food for its own inhabitants. But what he chiefly won- 
dered at was, how fuch vaft tradh of ground, as I de- 
(cribedy fliould be wholly without /re/jb water, and the 
people put to the neceflity of fending over the fea for 
drink. I replied, that England (the dear place of my 
nativity) was computed to produce three times the qoan* 
tity of food, more than its inhabitants are able to con- 
fume, ^as well as liquors extracted from grain, or prefled 
out of the fruit of certain trees, which made excellent 
drink ; and the fame proportion in every other conveni- 
ence of life. But in order to feed the luxury and inrem- 
perance of the males, and the vanity of the females, wc 
fcnt away the greateft part of our neceiiary things to o- 
ther countries, from whence we in return brought the 
materials of difeafes, folly, and vice, to fpend among 
ourfelves. Hence it follows of neceflity, that vaft num- 
bers of our people are compelled to feek their livelihood 
by begging, robbing, dealing, cheating, pimping, flat- 
tering, fulK)rning, forfwearing, forging, gaming, lying, 
fawning, hertoring, voting, fcribling, ftar-gazing, pa- 
foning, whoring, canting, libelling, free- thin king, and 
the like occupations : every one of which terms I was it 
much pains to make him underftand. 

That ivine was not imported among us from foreign 
countries to fupply the want of water, or other drinkis, 
but becaufe it was a fort of liquid, which made us merry 
by putting us out of our fenfes, diverted all melancholy 
thoughts, begat wild extravagant imaginations in the 
brain, raif^d our hopes, and banifhed our fears ; fufpend- 
cd every office of reafon for a time, and deprived us of 
the ufe of our limbs, till we fell into a profound fleep ; 
altho', it mull: be confefTed, that we always awaked fick 
and difpiritcd ; and that the ufe of this liquor filled us 
with difeafes, which made our lives uncomfortable and 
ihort*. 

* Tins account excites IJcas of drunkennefs, very diflerent 
from tholc vthich arc coiicci\ed under the terms by which it is 
gcntrdlly cxprclTcd. i^ia-O/Ki'/, 
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befidc All tills, the balk of oar people fuppofted 
emfclvei by fumiDimg the uecdEtks or convrnicticJes 
■ life so the rich, and to each other. For inftance^ when 
1 am ai home, and dfeiled as I ought to be, J carry on 
my body tJie workmaalhip of an hundred tradefinen % 
the building and furniture of my hocife employ as many 
more, and five times the nijmber to adorn my wife* 

1 was going on to tell him of another fort of people^ 
who get tlieir livelihood by attending the iick, having 
upori fome occaiions informed his honour^ that many of 
my crew hsd died of dt feafes. But here it was with the 
mifioil difficulty* chat F brought him to apprehend what 
I meant. He could eafily conceive^ that a Hoiiyhalinm 
grew wcAk and heavy a few days before his death, or by 
JDmc aecident might hurt a Hmb ; bot that nature, who 
worki all tliings to perfedJon, Ihould fuffer any pains to 
breed in <ior bodies, he thought impoffible, and defired 
to know the reafon of fo unaccountable an evil. I told 
hifn, we fed on a thouf^md thingSj which operated con- 
trary to each other; that we eat when we arc not him* 
gry, and drank without the provocation of thirft; that 
wc fat whole nights drinking Arong liquors wjlhout eat- 
ttig a bit, which difpofed m to floth, enflamed our bo* 
did, and precipitated or pjevented digellion* That pro- 
Ihtute female y^iSoi^s acqtiired a certain malady, which 
bred rotten nefs in the bones of thofe who fel! tmo their 
embracei ; that tbis and many other difeafes were pro- 
pagated from father to fon j fo that great numbers come 
into the world with complicated maladies upon them i 
tKat it would be endlcfs to give him a catalogue of all 
difcnfcs incident to human bodies j for they coy Id not 
be fewer than five or fix hundred fpread over e^Try limb 
and )oint; in ibort, every part, e-xternal and intelHnc, 
1 afea appropria ted to i tfe If, To re m ed y whidi 

t;.- - -- A fort of people bred up among us in the pro- 
fethon, or pretence, of curing the fick^ And bccaufc I 
In A Ci^mr f^ni 'in the fjiciilty, I would in gratitude to his 
^v the whole myflcry and method* by 

tal is, that all difeafes arife from r/- 
ce ihey concludr, tliat a grent tnjatu- 
, iiecdEiry either thro* the natural paf- 
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fage» or upwards at the mouth. Their next bnfinefs 
is from heros, minerals, gums, oils, (hells, falts, juices, 
fca-weed, excrements, barks of trees, ferpents, toadsy ' 
frogs, ipiders, dead mens flefh and bones, oirds, beafts, 
and filhes, to form a compofition for fmell and tafte the 
mofl abominabk, naufeous, and deteflable, they can pof- 
fibly contvivi!, which the Aomach immediately rejeds 
with lothing; and this they call a 'vomit : or elie froffl 
the fame flore-houfe, with fomc other poifonous additi- 
ons, they command us to take in at the orifice abvvt 
or beloiv ( juil as the phyfician then happens to be difpo- 
fed) a medicine equally annoying and diiguftful to the 
bowels; which relaxing the belly, drives down all before 
it ; and this they call a purge or a clyfter. For nature (as 
the phyficians alledge) having intended the fupcrior an- 
terior orifice only for the intromijjion of folids and liquids, 
and the inferior pollerior for ejedion ; thefe artifls inge- 
nioufiV confidering that in all difeafes nature is fbroed 
out of her feat, therefore to replace her in it, the body 
muil be treated in a manner direftly contrary, by inter- 
changing the ufe of each orifice ; forcing folids and liquids 
in at the anus^ and making evacuations at the mouth. 

But befides real difeaies, we are fubjeA to many that 
are only imaginary, for which the phyficians have invent- 
ed imaginary cures ; thefe have their feveral names, and 
fo have the drugs that are proper for them ; and with 
thefe our female yahooi are always infefted. 

One great excellency in this tribe is their ikill at fn- 
gnojlici^ wherein they feldom fail ; their predi£Uons in re- 
al difeafes, when they rife to any degree of maligmty, 
generally portending deaths which is always in thor 
power, when recovery is not : and therefore upon any 
unexpedlcd figns ofamendment after they have pronoon- 
ced their fentence, rather than be accufed as falie pro- 
phets, tliey know how to approve their fagacity to the 
world by a feafonable dofe. 

They are likewife of fpecial ufe to hufbands and 
wives, who are grown weary of their mates ; to eldcft 
fons, to great minifters of ftate, and often to princes. 

I had formerly upon occafion difcourfed with my ma- 
fter upon the nature of government in general, and par- 
ticularly of our own ^;irc^Z!'^«^ cottftUution^ defervedly the 

wonder 
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ooder and envy of the whole world. Bo I having here 
ciden tall y m en ti o n cd a minijhr 5/ JIa f r , h e. com m an d - 
"ed me fome time after to mforni liim, what Ipedcs of 
jahm I partkokrly meant by that appellation. 

I told him, that a firil ^r chief miniiler of llate» who 
-was the perfon I intended to dcfcrtbe, %vas a creature 
Wholly exempt from joy and grief, love and hatred, pity 
ad anger ; at leail, makes ufe of no other paiJions but 
'« Violent defire of wealth, power and titles; that he ap- 
plies his words to all ufes, except to the indication of hia 
atnd s that he never tells a truth but with an intrnt ih^t 
ou Qiould take it for a AV; nor a iie^ but with a defigp 
nat you fhould take it for a iruth ; that thofe he fpeaks 
vQt^ of behind their backs are in the furefl way of pre- 
fermetit ; and whenever he begins to praife you to others, 
or to youHeif, you are from that day forlorn. The 
woril mark you can receive h a pnmifty efpeciaOy when 
it is confifoied with an oaih j after which every wife maa 
retires, and gives over all hopes, 

Tberk arc three methods, by which a man may rife 
ti> be chief miniiler. The firft is by koowing how wiih 
prudence to difpofc rf a wife, a daaghter, or a fidcr : the 
feCOfid, by betraying or undefmimngliiBpredccelTbnand 
the third is by a funom xeai tn public afrcmbljes agi^mft 
the corruptions of the court. Bat a wife prince w^mild 
rather choofe to employ thoic, who prad^ife the laft of 
thefe methods ; becaufe fucJi zealots prove alwiiys the 
Bioil obfeqtiious and fobrervieni to the will aod paiBon* 
of their mafter. That theft msmjh*'^, having all em- 
ployments at their difpofal, prefervc themfelves in power 
hy bribing the majority of a fenate or great coundl; and 
at hilt by an expedient* called an ^i-^ ef indimniiy (where* 
of I defcribed the nature to htm) they fecure themfclves 
from iifter reckonings, and retire froiD the pttblic laden. 
ijiwtb the fpoifs of the nation. 

The palace of a chit/ mimfttr h a feminary to breed 

I others in hli own trade : the pages, Jncquies, and por- 

■ by iijiifiiline their mailer, become mimfitn 0/ ft^i 

^ ar rcveral diltrii^ls, and learn to excel in the Uiree 

Spal ingrtMtfthy of mfdfna^ fyhg, and Iffihifj^ 

ardingly they have* fahaiiftn cotin paid to them 

bjf pcrfon* of the belt rank ; and fomctimesi by the 
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Ibfce af dextcfity md inip^t!erxce» arrive thro' feveral 
gradatiotji to be fgcceifors to their lord. 

Hi if ufoaJIy governed by a decayed wench, or fa- 
vourke footman, who arc the tunnels thro* which all 
graces are conveycdp and may properly be called, in th 
isj} rtfirt, the governors of the kingdom. One day ia 
difconrfe my m after, having heard me meotian the m^i* 
iityotmy coaotry, was plealbd to make me a compli- 
metiXp which I CQuld no! pretend to deferve : that he was 
fure, I muil have been born of fome noble familyi b«- 
cadfe I far exceeded in ihape, colour, and cleaalinefs all 
the jii^9i of his nation, altho^ I feemed to fail in 
JLrength and agility, which muft be imputed to my diik' 
rent way of living from thofe other braies ^ and befidei, 
1 wa$ not only endued with the faculty of fpeedit but 
like wife with Tome rudiments of reaibn, to a degree, 
Uiai with ail his acquaintance I pafTed for a prodigy. 

He made me obferve^ that among the HouyhnhDint* 
the wj^/Vf, the firrt/f and the irsn-gtey^ were not fo 
exa^ly fhaped as the hay^ the dappU-gr^jt and the Mad'^ 
nor born v^Ith eqaal tale n Is of mind, or a capacity 10 
improve thero ; and therefore continued always in the 
condidon of I'er vants^ without everafptring to match out 
of their own race, which in that country would be reck* 
Gned monilro«s and unnatural, 

I made his honour my moil humble ackfiowledgmentl 
for the good opinion he was pleafcd to conceive of mc; 
but affured him at the fame timcj that my bij-th wu d 
the lower fort, having been born of plain honett parents, 
who were jufl able to give me a tolerable edacation ; that 
mhiifiy among us was altogether a different thing from 
the idea he had of it ; that our young noblemen are bred 
from their childhood in idlenefs and luxury \ that as fooa 
as years will permit, they con fume their vigour, and con* 
tra£i odious difeafes among lewd females ; and when their 
fortunes are almofl ruined, they marry fome woman of 
mean births difagreeable perfon, and unfound eonflituti' 
on, merely for the fake of money, whom they hate and 
defpife. That the produ£lrons of fuch marriages are gc* 
neraily fcrophulous, ricketty, or deformed children ; by 
which means the family feldom continues above three 
generations, oijefs the wife take^ care to provide ih^^^l 
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thy hth€r among her nelghbotsrsordomeilks inimkr to 

imj rove and continue ihtt biccd. That a weak diieaie^, 

^»ody, a meagre cauntcnancr, and fJlow coHtpIexJ<>K| ssi 

^c tfue marks W; and a healthy robuft au- 

nCe h fo i -i in a man of quality, that tie 

ry conciudeii ni£> real father m have been s ^I'^f^^f, or 

lieacJ^m4ir* The imperiV^flions of bis mind ruu parallel 

wttb thofe of hb body, being a compofition of fpleen^ 

W L no law 

Rve Ukcwiiib At 4ediio[ii pf all o«r pofieffiona, without 
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M^iT iJuthr''} gr^t hme ef hh nnH've f&utitwy, Hts ma* 

JffASkn iif Enghmd^ 42. ■ I iff the authsr^ ^ih 

p^aliil €^jh tffli fpA , Hit m^jhrs d^fer* 

■:r iri^Y be difpofed to won I 

cvm] op myfelf 10 gtvc fo I/cl i* 

lion Qt my own fpecics amcmg a rttce of n lO 

alrcsiiv too ^m ro cuneeive the vilcft oi j- 
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Let me deal (b candidly with the reader as to confefs^ 
that there was yet a much ftronger motive for the freet 
dom 1 took in my reprefentation of things. I had not 
been a veai in this country,, before I contraAed fuch a 
love and veneration for the inhabitants, that I entered 
on a firm refolutioa never to return to human kind, hot 
to pafs the reft of my life among thefe admirable Hooy* 
hnhnms in the contemplation and praftice of every- vir* 
tue ; where I codd have no example or incitement tft 
vice. But it was decreed by fortune, my perpetual ene« 
my, that fo great a felicity Qiould not fall tamy fluues 
However it is now fbnoe comfort to refledt, that m what 
I faid of my countrymen, I f;r/^»i7//^ their faults as much 
as I durfl before fo ftridl an examiner ; and upon every 
article gave as favourable a turn, as the matter would 
bear. For indeed who is there alive, that will not be ftvay- 
ed by his biafs and partiality to the place of his birdi f 

I have related the fubflance of feveral converiations I 
had with my mailer, during the greateft part of the time 
J had the honour to be in his fervice ; but have indeed for 
brevity fake omitted much more than is here fet down. 

When I hadanfwered all his queftions, and his curio- 
fiey (earned to be fully fatisfied ; he fent for me one 
morning early, and commanding me to fit down at fome 
dirtance (an honour which he had never before conferred 
upon me) he faid, he had been very feriouily confidering 
my whole flory as far as it related both to myielf and my 
country : that he looked upon us as a fort of^^animals, to 
whofe (hare, by what accident he could not conjecture, 
fome fmall pittance of rea/on had fallen, whereof we 
made no other ufe, than by its afliilaoce to aggravate our 
natural corruptions, and to acqiiire new ones, which na- 
ture had not given us : that we difarmed ourfelves of 
the few abilities (he had bedowed ; had been \cry fuc- 
cefsful in multiplying our original wants, and feemed to 
fpend our whole lives in vain endeavours to fupply diem 
by our own inventions. That as to myfelf it was niani- 
fefl, I had neither the (Irength or agility of a common 
yahoo ; that I walked infirmly on my hinder feet ; had 
found out a contr Vance to make my claws of no ufe or 
defence, and to remove the hair from my chin, which 

wa» 
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V 'ed as a ^eiter from the Ton artd the w»cadier. 

' ;it 1 cotiU neither run with fpecd, nor climb 

ivy ^r€ihrem {u he called ihesn) tli^ yahm^ in 



K; 
^ 



That oar in fHtution:! of gomirnmem and /at^j were 
iuly owing to our groii defefli in r^^^«» and by cort* 
tiimce JO *ifVfwi»i becaitfe rf^/^fl alone is fufikient td' 
^vc^ll a rAfhmai ere attire j which was therefore a char 
fader we had no pr&tcnce to- challenge, eveo from the 
aeeoum 1 had given of my own people i altho* he mi- 
arfeflly perceived, th^ir in order to fkrour them I had 
concealed many parliailafj* aiKl often /md thi thhg 

He wae tlie ninre con^moed in dii* opfmon, bfcaufi 

he obi>!f^'ecf, ♦h:tf ns 1 agreed in e\Try feature of my bo» 

ti , exci'pc wHeie it wai to my real 

Ui rtit of Aergth, fpeed, and attivity». 

ihe ihoftneb of aiy claws, and fome other pardculari 

where riatnre bad no part j fo from the reprefentation I 

grven him of our livea, oar manners and oar action*, 

found as near a refemhlance tn the difpofition of our 

minds. He Tiiid the yuht^iii were knovvn to hate one r*no- 

tlier, more than they did any difFercni fpecic? of ;ir»irnals; 

and the rtalbn ufually affigned was, the odioufnefs of 

f h^;- .u. L, I] tapes, which al! could fee in the reft but no< 

e*. * He had therefore begon to thirtk it not 

. jQ U6 to cG'uer our bodies, and by that invention 

ii m^^nyof our deformities from each other, which 

ujd elfc be hardJy fupportable* BoE he now found he 

been miHaken, and that the diflcnfions of thofe 

rutcs mhh couiury were owing to die ^%mc cai>le witfi 

Dnrit a$ J had defcribed theo. For if (fsud iie) yoa 

throw among five yah^Qi as inLich food as wo«!d be full 

hcieni for hfty, they will inficad of eating peaceibly^ 

cr by the earj, each finglc fine impaiieiu lo 

- TfPif\ find therefore a fervant wt* nfually 

1 Vi while they were fecH i^, 

■me were tied at n diilant . -k 

, LLtt iHL a cow died of age or accident, before a 

UnhTim could fecurc it for his own y^g^tf*?.*, thofe 

i would come !ii herds to fet^eiij. 

iQ fuvh iv bd.aJe a5 I had dcfcribed. 
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with terrible wouuds mide by their daws on bodi -fides, 
altho' they feldom were able to kill one another for 
want of fuch convenient inftmments of death, as- we had 
invented. At other times the like battles have . beca 
fonght between the yahoos of (everal neijehboiuhoodi, 
without any vifible caufe : thoft of one dimidl watcUAg 
all opportunities to furprife the next» before they an pre- 
pared. But, if they find their proje^ hadi mHbunc4» 
they return home, and, for want of enemies, engage ia 
what I call a civil war among themfelves. 

That in fome fields of lus country there arecertiia 
Jhining Rones of feveral colours, . whereof the itJsooi.VM 
violently fond ; and when part of thefe ^^0llrJ•.}s^&ked it 
the earth, as itibmetimes happeneth, they .will dig with 
their claws for. whole days to get them* out;, then ciny 
them away, and hide them by heaps in their keonelf \ 
but ftill looking round with great caution for fm their 
comrades fhould find out their treafure. My mafter tiid, 
he could never difcover the reafon of this unnatural v^ 
petite, or how thefe Jlonts coald be of any ufe to a /r 
hoo ; but now he believed it might proceed from the 
fame principle of avarictj. which I had ascribed to man- 
kind : that he had once, by way of experiment, private- 
ly removed a heap of thefe fiones from the place where 
one of his yahoos had buried it : whereupon the (brdid 
animal, miffing his treafure, by his loud lamenting brought 
the whole herd to the place, there miferably howkd, 
then fell to biting and tearing the reft.; began to pineai> 
way, would neither eat,, nor fleep,^ nor work, till he or- 
dered a fervant privately to convey the /o^^i into the 
iame hole, and hide them as before ; which when his 
yahoo had found, he prefently recovered his fpirits vA 
good humour, but took care to remove them to- a better 
hiding-place, and hath ever fmce been a very ferviceaUe 
brute*. , 

My mafter farther aHured me,, which I. alio obferved 
myfelf, that in the fields whcre.they/>/i7/»^^»w abound, " 
the fiercefl and moft frequent battles are fought, occafi- 
oned by perpetual inroads of the neighbouring j^a^^oM. 

Ht 

• Nothing can be faid to make avarice a greater reproach to 
mankind, except that it is a vice which this deicriptioa -will Mt 

eurc. Haivkef 
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He faid, tt was common, when two yalmt difcoverfd 
foch a ft me in a Eeld, and were contending wliich of 
* ■ M be tlic proprietor, a third would take the 
and tarry it a\^'ay from them bodi ; whith 
i\' would needs contend to have fome kind of re- 

f m^ Q\M fmU at ia%*^ I wherein I thought it 

fof oaf credit not to undeceive him ; fincc the decifion 
he mentioned wa^ much mare eqni table than many de* 
crees amoog xk%% becaufe the plaintiff and defendant 
there loH nothing befide the ^ms ihcy contended foi, 
whereas our courts of eqaity would never have difmifled 
ilie caufe» while either of them had any thir^g Jeft< 

My mailer continuing his difcom-fe faid, there wm 
notKm^ thiif rendered ih^ y&h^Ai more adioys> than thw 
11: ■: appetite to devour every thing ilut 

£*.:-:- .., A-ay, whether herbi, roots, berrie*, the 

corrupted fleih of animals, or all mingled together : and 
it was peculiar in their temper, that they were fonder of 
what they could get by rapine or flcalth at a ereater 
diftance, than much better food provided for them at 
Komc. If their prey held out* they would eat tilJ they 
were ready to burfl^ after which nature had pointed out 
to them a certain r&et ih&t gave them a general e- 
vKuatioa^ 

T*tBRE was alfo another kind oi rmi very jmy but 
fbmewhat rare and difBcult to be found, which the j&* 
Jb&cs fought for with much eagcxoefs, and would fuck it 
with great delight j it produced in them ihe fame efe£|{i» 
that wine hath upon tis. It would make them fometimes 
hag, acd fometiiiies tear one another ; ihey would htiw}, 
gnd grill, and chatter^ and rtid, and tumble^ and ihea 
fall aAcep in the mud. * 

I did indeed obfen^e, tliat thejr^fcfc^/ were the only ft- 
nimals in this country fubjciEl to any difcafcs j which 
however were much fewer than horfes have among ut» 
and contrafled not by any ill u-eatment they met with, 
but by the ti:.ilirf,-r, and grcedinefs of that fordid bruitf. 
Neither h "'g^age any more than a gcneraj ^p* 

:lktion to. ;., i. ..laladjc^i, which is bonowod from tlie 

nc of the bcafl, and called hmis-yaho& or the yaJlm^fi 

n7, and the core prefcribcd is a mixture of thetr s*ti/n 
dMM^ md uriftit forcibly put down the y4J&a^*s tliroac* 
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This f have iince often known to have been taik^ ^ 
fQccrCs, and do here frf^ely recommend it 10 my coatd 
men for the ptiblk good^ as an admirable fpcciiic ag«' 
all difeafes produced by repletion^ 

As to learning, government, artj* mariufaiElnrcs, 
the like, tny mailer confeflbd^ he codd find little oi 
refembiance betw'een the ^a^&^j of that country and i ' 
in oarsi For he only meant to ©bferve, whai pu 
there was In oar nattM-es, He had heard indeed fi« 
curious Hoayhnhnms obfervc, that in moft herdi il) 
was a fort of ruling y^^ (as among ns there h gen«( 
ly fome leading or pnncipal ftag in a park) who wajj 
ways more t^^ferm^J m body, and mifihie^vcns in SfpfftA 
than any of the refl. That thi» ititder hadufuallyjl 
vourrte as iih kimfilj as he could get, whofe en 
ment was to ikk kh mafier^j fist ^W pt^^rhn^ attd a 
ilifimaif yahoos to hh hnnt! * j for which he wair ( 
and then rewarded with a piece of afs'& flelh. Thisy 
^om^itt h hated by the whole herd, and theref?3re 
protefi himfelf keeps always ntrn^ the petfm af h : 
He ufnaJiy continue* in office till a worfe c^n be i: _ j , 
but the very moment he is difcarded> his fucc^j&r at the 
head of all the yahm^i in that diflriCl^ young ikvA '►''^ 
male and female, come in a body, and difchar;. 
excrements upon him from head to foot. But ii</w ^^i 
this might be applicable to oar <ourti and fam&uriin^ wsA 
mmrfi^i of flatif my maitcr faid 1 could bcil det<^ 
mine* 

I durJI make no retmii to this malicious initnnata 
which debafed human underflandrng^ below the &g 
of a common^ojj'W, who hath judgmftpc enough tol 
ftinguifli and follow the cry of the abkji dog in iht ^ 
without being ever millaken. 

My mafter told me there was fome qualities remxrt 
able in the j-a^aaj, which he had not obferved me to men* 
tjon, or at leaft very fljghtly, in the accounts I had gm^ 
kim of hujnan kind j he faid, thofe animal a like ^ 
fcrotes had their females in common ; but in ihis \ 
^differed, diat the fhe v^/^ff would admit die m.ile^ 
fte was pregnant ; and that the hees would cjuarrelj 
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with ik fonalcj. ». fienxfT- m tticfa 



>tii whieh pf»&icef were fbdi degreei of 

K, m HO odier fimitm cre^tsre erer acfmd «. 
tOTHift diJAg be ivwdord at i« tke j«lM9r» wm- 
HmRfe dif^oiiiioa lo ttiiliae£i ami 4mi Mc»tt« 
diere sppean lo be a wttnnl love of ckav£ac6 im itt o» 
d^er mzumah. Am tPtfaetwrofocmBra iirnfetipwa, ! iKMglid 
lb let tiiest t»di umboitt aaf i^fy i boasfe I Iwd aoc a. 

ocherwiiTa I certiiiily hail 4oi>e frtioi ay ovm iodi&ariaai» 
But I oodld h^ve ea^Iy viwijcaird busttn kud &om ite 
tmptiudoo of ttflgttlahti' ttpoo tlie laft anidiv if i)ba» 
hftd b«cfi an)ry%«yiir la diat coimtryr (as wihrtfly 6r ae 
diere w«i« m() «riikli> altiia' k ma^ be a^/lMQir ^m^ 

J a£ce peteod ta mofe dgagliorif %, waA S6 hm homam 
omMi miift bare o«*iied« gf be had iiees timt t^thf wajr 
ofiecdktgt ADd tbdr caAoni at waSkmmg asid fieiiiiig 
in i}te mud. 

tr mftfter UkewiTe taentioncd aaotb^ q«ali^, wbick 
had dilecFTtfed m fereial juiiM#» asd to luiii 
wbolljr onaccogitubte* He ia«d« a hacy wodd 
ametinies lake a /akm to rrdie kfo a Goroer* lo lie 
down^ AJnd howl, a^ ^roan^ and (pvrn am-ay all cbac came 
oc4r ktxn, altlio' he were ymmg md i^u waaied M* 
thcr food nor w^u?f ; nor did tbe ^rrastp imadoc whic 
could pG^hly ail hmi. And the oelj remedy &^ Ibs^d 
was, to fet bim to bard work* afTcr wkacb be womld im^ 
bl]r come to btiEi£el£ To dui I itai ikot oat of 
ity lo my tmn kind ; yet here f c0ald plaialf djf* 
tiuc Vecdi ofJpJuft, which 011J7 letioetb Ott cba 
Imtruri^m^ and the «>^ ; who, \( tbev wc/e 
undergo the /wm rtgitmmt I woald imdcnake 
rcare. 
Bts hooottr had lartber obiervcd, that a fosiale ^ 
iftoold often Hand behind a baiik or a balb to gaze 
the young malet paJing by^ and then appear, and Lid« 
afing moy atsttc ^cllures and ^nmace^. iit wh: t 

" "ncd thiu ihc had a moH t^fftnfwi /k 

|y of the males ad van ccd» would flowlyictnt, 
; often back, a^d with a coaiiterfdt Acw of ic^r 
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run off into fome convenient place, where iht knew the 
male would follaw her. 

At other times, if a female firanger caihe -among 
them, three or four of her own fex woald get about her, 
and flare, and chatter, and grin, and fmell her all over; 
and then turn off with geftures, that feemed to exprefi 
contempt and difdain. 

Perhaps my mafter mieht refine a little in thefe fpe- 
culations, which he had drawn from what he obferved 
himfelf, or had been told him by others : however I 
could not reflefl without ibme amazement and much for- 
row, that the rudiments of lenMlmfi^ coqtutry^ anfiart^ 
2xAfcandal^ (hould have place by infUndl in womankind. 

1 expeded every moment, that my mafter would ac« 
cafe the yahooi of thofe unnatural appetites in both feres, 
fo common among us. But nature, it feems, hadi not 
been fo expert a fchool-miftrefs ; and thefe politer plea- 
fures are entirely the produdUons of art and reaibn oa 
our fide of the globe. 

CHAP. VIII. 

7-he author relates feveral particulars of tb§ yahoOS. 
7 he great <virtues ^ /i&« Honyhnhnms. I'he educoH^ 
on and exercife of their youth. Their gtmral ajuh 

bly, 

AS I ought to have underftood human nature mndi 
better, than I fuppofed it poffible for my mafter to 
do, fb it was eafy to apply the character he gave of the 
yahoos to myfelf, and my countrymen ; and I believed, I 
could yet make farther difcoveries from my own ob{erva>- 
tion. I therefore often begged his honour to let mc 
go among the herds o^ yahoos in the neighbourhood, to 
which he always very gracioufly confented, being perfect- 
ly convinced, that the hatred I bore thofe brutes would 
never fufFer me to be corrupted by them ; and his honour 
ordered one of his fervants, a ftrong forrel nag, very ho- 
nell and good naturcd, to be my guard, without whofe 
proteftion I durft not undertake fuch adventures. For I 
have already told the reader, how much I was pefiered 

by 
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Itbore odious animals upon my iirit arrivals And I 

BrWiirds f;uled very narrowly three or [qui times of 

Ijut^ into their cltttclics* when I happcjicd to Uray at 

widiout my har.geT, And 1 haFe reafau to 

had fome imagination that I was of thar 

ipccies, which I often affiftcd myielf by firippittg up 

fleeves, and Ihcwmg my naked arms and breait in 

it fight, when my proicctor was with me. At which 

its they would approach as near as they dafi\, and i- 

ate my adtion& after, the manner of monkics, bu! e- 

r^ai iigns of haired ; Sis a tame j^c^-Ja^v with 

:kiiig£ is always pedVcuted by the wild otjjCSp 

til i\c Happens m he- got among them. 

ITh it aj c p rod I ^ i uil y niia h\ c from their i c fancy ^ 

vever f ooDc caught a \ Je of throe years old, 

md<"avoiired by all ir^ cKiernef^ to make k 

ex ; but the little imp teU a lauailing, 2nd fcratchmg', 

bitmg, with fi3ch violence, tJiat I was forced to let 

lid it was high rime* lor a ^vhole troop of old 

ne about us at the noi(e, but tin ding the nib u:tf 

(for away it ran) and my forrel tiag bein y 

jiot vciiiiire oear «4, I ob&rved the ) , ^*_ 
tfh CO fmcll very rank, and the ikiuk wils ibrai 
ttwcen ii ^'fafii ^nd a /T,*, but much more di^ 
eahle. 1 forgot another circamAanc£ (and perh.ip* 
jiighi hive the icadcr*s pardon, if it were wholly oipjt- 
that while I held the odious vermin In my hands, it 
Jed its filthy Ofcrcmciits of a yeUow liquid iublbncc 
I'er my cl oaths ; but by good fortune there was a 
Jl brook hard hy, whtre I waihed myfelf as dean at 
:ipkl t a!tho* I dmil not come into my maikr's pte- 

atitil J werefuihcicntly aired. 
St vfhai I could dlfcover, the y^Unj appear to he ihe 
liable of all animals ; their cap^icide-^ never 
^htr than to draw or carry burthtns. Vet C 
r», this dchii ariftth chiefly tiom n per^erfe, 
jfition. For they are cunning* maltdoei;^ 
, and rr^Tf^gc^uh They are : r- 

ai cowajdly fjnrit, and by Ci 
J and fTUcL It ix obferved, tka Uic ^fJ 
(exes arc mere libidinous and mifchicvoui 
ftfu If. ^ than 
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than the reft, whom yet they much exceed in ftrengtk 
and adtivity. 

The Houyhnhnms keep thd yabo9S for prefent uTe ia 
■huts not far from the houfe ; but the reft are fent abroid 
to certain fields, where they dig up rootSy eat ierenl 
kinds of herbs, and iearch about for carrion* or ibme- 
times catch lueafels and lubimubs (a (brt of tvild ret) 
which they greedily devour. Nature hath taught them 
to dig deep holes with their nails on the fide of a rifing 
ground, wherein they lie by themfelves : only the ken- 
nels of the females are larger, fnfiicient to hold two or 
ihrce cubs. 

They fwim from their infancy like frogs, andareaUe 
to continue long under water, where they often take£ih, 
which the females carry home to their youne. And up- 
on thisoccafion I hope the reader will pardon my rela- 
ting an odd adventure. 

Being one day abroad with my prote£lor the fond 
nag, and the weather exceeding hot, I entreated Jiiffl 0> 
let me bathe in a river that was near. He confented, 
and I immediately ftripped myfelf (lark naked, and went 
down foftly into the ilream. It happened that a young 
itm2Xt yaljoo, (landing behind a bank, iaw the whole pro- 
ceeding, and inflamed by defire, as the nae and I con- 
jeftured. came running with all fpeed, and leaped into 
the water within five yards of the place where I bathed. 
I was never in my life fo terribly frighted ; the nag wu 
grazing at fome diftance, not fuddling any harm. She 
embraced me after a moft fqlfome manner ; I roared at 
loud as I could, and the nag came galloptDor towards me. 
whereupon fhe quitted her grafp with Uie ntmofl re- 
lu^ncy, and leaped upon the oppofite bank, where (he 
ftood gazing and howling all the time I was patting on 
my deaths.' 

This was a matter of diverfion to my mafter and his 
•family, as well as of mortification to myfelf. For now 
J could no longer deny, that I was a real^^i^^d^ in e\'ery 
limb and feature, fince the females had a natural pro- 
penfity to me, as one of their own fpecies : neither was 
the hair of this brute of a red colour (which might have 
been fome excufe for an appetite a little irregiuar) but 
black as a floe, and her countenance did not make anap« 

pearance 
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l^carance altogether To hideoui as the ttH of her kind : 
for, I thmk, fhe goqM not bt? above eleven years old. 

Having lived! three years in this country, the reader 
J fuppofe will exped that I IhooitJ, like other travellers, 
give him fome account of the manners and cultoms of 
jts inhabitants, which it was indeed my pnncipd Iludy 
10 Irani. 

Ai thefc noble Ifony^iihiinis are endowed by mture 
with a general dirpofiiion to all virtues, and h3^^ no con* 
ceptions or ideas of what is evil in a rational creature ; fo 
grand maxim isj 10 cultivate rem^* and to be 
v f^mTmed by it. Neither i^ r^ajhn among theoi ai 
} hlematical, as with us, where men can argue 

\, ^ iiibility en both fides of a quelHon ; hat llrikes 
you With immediate conviction ; ' as it mufl needs do, 
where it h not mingled, obfiraredj or difcolouredi by 
paifion and intereil. I remember it wab with extreme dif- 
"etjlty, that I coald bring my raafler to underlland the 
eaning of the word opimsn^ or, how a pofnt could bo 
fputable i beca;ifc reafon taught us to affirm Or deny 
lly where W'c are certain ; artd beyond our knowledge 
cannot do cither. .So that controverftes, wraito lings, 
Efpitea, and pofiti ventre, m fdfe or dubious propofitions* 
f evils unknown among the Houyhnhnmi. In the like 
tanner, when I nkA to explain 10 him our Several fyfteiTit 
nafitnai pkikfi^}^ he would laugh > th^t a creature 
er ending to r/£i^^w iliould value itfclf upon the know- 
ledge fif otjirr people's conje£\ure5, and in things where 
fhiii kntiwltJge» if it were cej-t^n* could be of noufc. 
Vi' herein. Ke agreed entirely with the Icnttment* of So- 
crtfrs a* Plato delivers them; which ! mention as the 
^ nouT I can do that prince of philolbphers. I 

r. fince rrfie^t\l, what ddlrn-f^ion fuch a do- 

tlrine wuu 1 the librarit^s - -; andttOW 

many path vauld be ther> ^ • - ndielctincd 

world* 

FrifhMff and lenfUfiitntf are the two princma! vir*^ 
vhnhnmA* j and ihL*fe r J 

. but univcrfa! to the u . e. 
: the rcmotcfl purt ts equ^&Uv treated 
-v u„,^,. iieitfhbour ; and wherever he goei, 
^Z 1 1ook« 

^ ndr ttftuenu fO^itlc) tie ooly oe^aAtv^ Orrtrj, 
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looks opoo himfelf as at home. They preferve dum} 
and d<uiluy in the higheft degrees, bot are altogedier 
^noranc of ceremeny. They have no fbadnels for 
their colts or foles, but the care they take in educatiog 
them proceedeth entirely from the didatea. of reafiu^ 
And 1 obferved my mailer to fhew the fame afife^Uon to 
bis neighbour's iflue that he had for his own. They 
will have it that nature teaches them to lore the whole 
ipecies, and it is renfon only that maketb a diftindlion of 
perfons, where there is a fuperior degree of virtaef. 

When the matron Houyhnhnms have produced one of 
each fex, they no longer accompany with their confiMti» 
except they lofe one of their ifiue by ibme cafaalty» 
which very feldom happens : but in fuch a cafe thejr 
meet again ; or when the like accident befals a fcrkm 
whofe wife is pail bearing, feme other couple beftow 
him one of their own colts, and then go together again 
until the mother is pregnant. This caution is neoraaiy 
to prevent the country n-om being over-burthened with 
numbers. But the race of inferior Houyhnhnms, hred • 
up to be fcrvantSy is not fo flri6Uy limited upon this ar- 
ticle ; thcfe are allowed to produce three of each fi»ia 
be domeftics in the noble families. 

In their marriages they are exa6tiy careful to choofe 
fuch colours, as will not make any difagreeable mixture 
in the breed. Streitgib is chiefly valued in the male, 

and 

• "We here view the pure infKnAs of brutes, a^ng in thai 
narrow fphere, merely for their immediate prefervation. Ontrf» 
See above, p. zip, 2xi. 

f It may perhaps be thought ibme«'hat Orange, that the fioft 
of the noble commentator (hould appear to he dire^Uy oppofite 
to that of the author, in the paflages which theft notes were in- 
tended to iUnf^rate. But this apparent oppofition mayarife mere- 
ly from their ufing the fame word in an oppofite Koft ; at by 
the word candour^ his Lordfhip always means a quality which in» 
clines a man to put the worft conAru£lion upon the worJi and 
anions of another ; and by candour^ the Dean always meaas joft 
the contrary. 

Compare the note from Orrery, in Gulliver's travels, vol. iL 
p. JO. with Swift's apology for the Tale of a Tub, in vpl. i, p. a. 



mnd c^mimffi m the fem^ile j not upon die skccount < 

ie^jrj but to prL-rcfvt* the race froin degcnfrating ; forj 

here a female liappens to e^ccel io firtngih^ a con fort is j 

ofer> with regard to cstnittifft, 

^JotrftTSHxr, love, pperei»cs,Jomtares,fettlemcntSt liave < 
place in thdr tliocghts ; or terms whereby to eKprels 
em in their bni>oagc. The yoang couple meet ani 
e joined^ merely becaiiic it is the determination of 
eir parent* and friends : it u what they fee done every 
y, and diry look upon it a^ one of the ncceflary a^U- 
3 of a reafonahltr bein^. B^itlhe violation of mflrriage^ 
any oilKf line haitiiy, wJi5 never heard of: and the 
d pair paf^ their lives with the fame fni'ndfhrp, 
mtitaal benevoUnce, that they bear to all others v^ 
le (Hme Jpecirs, who come In their wj.y ; without jea- 
ufy, food nc Is, qcarrcUing, or difcontenL 
In cduc;Utjig the youth of both fexes thdr method h 
rr-tr h!^ and higlilf dcfervcth otir imifation. Tbefe- 
Ter<d 10 laile % j^rain of a^//, except ijpon cer- 
, till eighseen years old i bot miik^ but wry 
ly ; and m fuctmcr they graze two hours in the morti^ 
' - x.yf in the evening, whith ihelr parents 
. ; bill the fcrvants are not al!o^ cA above 
* z< great part of rhdr graiV h broughl 
.at at the molt conrenient hours, 
Ciii Le ticil fj ' ' t work. 

" " ' I fcxcs : 
'^h" fc. 
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llrength and agility ; where the viftor is rewarded, witk 
a Cong in his or her praife. On this feflivaly the fervants 
drive a herd of yahoos into the field laden with hay, and 
outs, and milk, for a repaft to the Houyhnhnms ; after 
which thefe brutes are immediately driven back again, 
for feap of being noifome to the afTembly. 

Every fourth year, at the 'vemal iquinox, there is a 
reprefentative council of the whde nation^ wiiich meeti 
in a plain about twenty miles from oar honfe, and cons 
tinueth about five or ftx days. Here they inquire into 
the (late and condition of the feveral diftrids ; whether 
they abound, or be deficient in hay or oats, or cows or 
yahoos ? and wherever there is any want (which is but 
felJom) it is immediately fupplied by unanimous coofent 
and contribution. Here likewife the regulation of chil>- 
dren is fettled: as for inftance, if a- Houyhnhnm hath 
two males, he changeth one of them with another that 
hath two females : and when a child hath been lofk 1^ 
any cafualty, where the mother is pafl breeding, it it 
determined what family in the diilrid (hall breed another 
to fupply the lofs*. 

CHAP. IX. 

A grand debate at the general ajfemhly of the Hoayhnhmns 
and honjo it ivas determined. Ihe Utumimg of the 
Houyhnhnms. ^heir buildings, ^heir manner of bu* 
rials. The dtfeili^enefs of their language^ 

ON £ of thefe grand afTemblies was held in my time, 
about three months before my departure, whithei 
my mafter went as the reprefentative of our diftrid^*. In 
this council was refumed their old debate, and indeid 
the only debate that ever happened ia their country ; 
whereof my mafler after his return gave me a very par- 
ticular account. 

The qucftion to be debated was, whether thojuf^Mi 
fliould be exterminated from the face of the earth. One 
of the members for the affirmative offered feveral argu- 
ments of great flrength and weight ; alledging, duit as 
the yahoos were the mofl filthy, noifome, and deformed 
animal which nature ever produced^ {q they were the 

jaoH 
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9ft re^ve an<i indocibk, mifchievous and malicioo^? 
ley woM privately fuck the teals of the HDuyhnbunw 

kill and devour thtir cats, trample down iliek 

'Oats and giafsj tf ihey were not continually watched, and 
©©mtnit a thousand other extravagancies* He cook tio- 
oJ^* a general tradition, that yahe&s had not been al- 
ly s in their country ; bat that many ages ago two of 
ic braies appeared together upon a tjiountain ; wh«- 
nroduted by the heat of the fun upon corrupted mud 
Inie, or from the ooze and froih of the fta, was 
tknownr that thefe ji?J&(?sfj engendered » and their 
i in a. {hon time ^rcw fo numerous ai to over-ruji 
ud Infell the whole n-ation: that the Houyhnhtams to get 
fid of thk evil made a general hunting, and at laft in- 
'"jfed tlie whole herd ; and deilroybg the elder, every 
aujfhnhnm kept hvo young ones in a kennel, and 
ought them to fuch a degree of tamenefs, as an ani- 
ftl fo favage by nature can be capable of acq airing ; u^ 
bg ihem for draught and carriage : that there feemed tu 
f much truth in this tradidon, and that thofe creatures 
»uld not be Ybhtiiamfhy (or Jhori^ffiff o^ Hvt land) b^ 
a(c of the violent hatred the Houyhnhnms^ ^& well &s 
I other animals, bore them i which ahho* their evil 
^tUion fufliciendy defm'ed, could never have arrived 
fo high a degree, if they had been Aborigines |or ciCt 
Jcy would have long fince been rooted out : th.it the in- 
ibuantSj taking a faticy to uie the iirvice of thtyahss, 
very imprudently neglefted to cultivate tlie breed of 
r, which are a comely animal e,ifily kept* more tame 
bd crdrrly, without any offenfivc fmell, ftrong enough 
altho' thev yield to the other in agility of 
ii their braying be no agret^ahle fnttndj. ttb 
preferable to the horrihle how lings of ikc y^ihaj*. 
St V URAL others declared thetr kntimcnts to the (ame 
arpofe, when wy mi^Cttt pr wpofed an ejtpedicnt to the 
icmbtv, vv!ifrv:<ji he had indeed boirowed tlie hint from 
ived of the tradition mentioned byibe 
. , v./Yr, who fj^oke before J and aiirmcd. 



at the two }iil(f>ji^ 
W been driver ^^^ *^- 

ttd* and beir 

fcd (Q the mouiiukiii., 



Csud to be hHi feen among thecij 

- over the lli t^ tliat comitig to 

II by their companions, they re- 

.tiid degeiicruting hy degrees, be- 
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came in proce& of time much more favage, than tbofe of 
their own fpecies io the country from whence thefe two 
originals came. The reafon of this affertion was, that 
he nad now in his pofTcfiion a certain wonderful jf«6m 
(meaning myfelf ) which moft of them had heard of, and 
many ot them had feen. He then related to them, fao» 
he firfl foand me ; that my body was all covered with 
an artificial compof^rre of the flcins and hairs of other 
animals : that I (poke in a language of my own, and 
had thoroughly learned theirs : that 1 had related to him 
the accidents which brought me thither: that, when be 
faw me without my covering, I was an exaft yaboo in e- 
very part, only of a whiter colour, lefs hairy, and wiA 
ihorter claws, lie added, how I had endeavoured iff 
perfuade him. that in my own and other coantrfei the 
yabfjos afled as the governing, rational animal, and held 
the Houyhnhnms in fervitude : that he obferved in me 
all the qualities of zyahooy only a little more civilized by 
fome tin^fture of reafon ; which however was in a depee* 
as far inferior to the Houyhnhnm race, as the yabm 
of their country were to me : that, among other things^ 
I mentioned a cudom we had oi caftrating Houyhnhnms 
when they were young, in order to render them tame ; 
that the operation was eafy and faie ; that it was no 
(hame to learn wifdom from brutes, as induftry is taught 
by the ant, and building by the fwallow (for fo I tranf- 
late the word lyhannk, altho' it be a much larger fowl) : 
that this invention might be pra6)ifed upon the yoDura 
yahoos here, which befides rendering them tradhihlt 
and firter for ufe, would in an age put an end to the 
whole fpecies without deilroying life : that in the mean 
time the Houyhnhnms fliould be exhorted to cultivate the 
breed of afTes, which as they are in all refpefts more valu- 
able brutes, fo they have t\\\h advantage, to be fit for fer- 
vice at five years old, which the others are not till twelve. 
This was all my maRcr thought fit to tell me at that 
time, of what palied in the grand council. But he was 
pleafed to conceal one particular, which related perfbn- 
ally to myfelf, whereof 1 foon felt the unhappy effed, 
25 the reader will know in its proper place, and fit>m 
whciicQ I date all the {uwi^i^^^TO^slotvaxMe^^Ctti^ life. 
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Ths H ■— ^ -^v--: .*^ ntj letters, a«d cotifequ«ct3y 
kn< onal, Bttt thcfe happcoxng 

' event -3 ui uny isiuuiciit afiiang a people Co well uni* 
naturally difpofedto every virtue, w^ holly ^vemed 
realbn* a^Qd cut cjfT (rem all commerce v\ ! ' na* 

lis ; the hiiloricai pan ii ca/ily preferveo -ur- 

iog their meaiones. I have ubtzdy obia^^^iid iha: 
huxc fubjcil to DO dift'iifejj auui thetefore eac hs^ c nia 
leJa of pn) ijcians. However, lliey have enceilcol oe- 
liduca com pofed ot'herbs to euie aceideBtal bmifcs Aad oic? 
the paHei-n or frog of the fbot hf ilurp JloneSt as weil 
Si other maims and hmts in the ^tvcrsl parts of the body, 
T«tY calculate tte year by the revdation of the lun 
intf thi* moQQ. but ofe no fab diviilotif jetD weeks. They 
' : nougfa acqfiaiDtied with tlie motions of thofctwo 
M, nmd tuKki-ftanc! th^ nature of rcJi/^/n i and 
11 IS the utrooft prr^grefe of their js^rffM^my, 
h: f.f.. they mail be aU«wed to excel all other mov- 
thc JTilintfs of ilieir fi milieu, nn^ tJie mi* 
tli iiscxatbvcis of dieir Jetlnptioni, are iti- 
tble. Their verfes abound i^ery much in both 
'{ tiftiidiT coittam either fome ejcilced motions 
ind bcneiolencet or the praifb of ckoJe^ 
cir victors in tecc* And other 
boiltliiaifi, alilio' very tttde and 
reniei\t* but wt II contrl ' ' ^ 
of cold and brat, 
riy years pld lor 
M horm ; it grow^ r , 

. with a n 
' nCc of li 
tL'U jnclics aitiiiJei . 
time*- wattle?, hvV 
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wudl other ftones they fonn mm i nil rain cuts, thit fcfre 
H^ead of wedges ^ axes, aail hammrrs. With tools 
made of tli«£b flinti they Itkewife ait their hay, and nrttp 
their oats, whicli there grow naturally in icvenl ^ 
the jf^jfepffj diaw borne the fb caves in carriage?, : 
fervamts OPeid them uncertain covered hat:. : j.r :r 
rfie grain, which is kept in ilores* They ma!;e 3 rui: 
kiiid of earthen and V¥0O(kn veiTels, and bake the former 
in the fun. 

If they can avoid cafualdes, they die only of q 1 
and are buried in the obfcoreil places thai can be 
their friends and rdatio&s expreiSng neither y 
gilt f at their deparmre ; no r does the dyi u g per i< m. uu- 
coFcr the Icaft regret that he is leaving die world* any 
more than if he were upon retnrning home from a vr/it 
to one of his neighbours, I remember my mailer having 
once made an appointment with a triend amd his ^ • ' 
to come to his houfe upon fomc ^W^^t of im porta n 
the day fixed the millrefs and her two children ca, 
rylate; fhe made two excufesj firft for her hi 
who, as Jhe faid, happened that very morning t 
The word h ftrongly expreiEve in their lant 
not eaiily rendered into Engliih ; it lignifies /j /. 
At J /r^ mother ^ Her exciaie for not comijig foor 
that her huiband dying late in the morning, fh-: 
good while con ful ting her fervanti about a corj 
place where his body ibonld be Laid j and I ot 1 
fhe behaved herfelf at our houfe as chearfuUy as tr- 
Ihe died about three months afccn 

They live generally to feventy^ or feventy five yfltf^ 
very feldom to fbuifcore : fome weeks before tbeir detsli 
they feel a gradual decsy ; hat without pain, Dunni 
this lime they are much vllixed by their friends, bec»ol 
they cannot go abroad with their ufual eaie and &tis£h 
^on. However, about ten dayt before their dcatb* 
which they feldom fail in computing, they retnni the ri* 
fits that have been made them by thofe who aj^c ncv- 
eA in the neighbourhood, being carried in a r ;• 

fledge drawn by^'fi^ee/ \ which vehicle they v i* 

ly upcm this occafion, but when they r 
long jogrnies, or when they arc lamed \ 
And therefore whcsitKcd^in^Houyhnkiuiii j 
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ihcy take afolemn leave of their friendj, as ifihtf 
going to fome remote part of the country, where 
dcfigncd to pa.rs the rel^ of their lives, 
I know not whether It ma f be worth obfervmg, that 
the Houyhnhnms have lio word In their language to tx* 
preis any thing that is ^^i/, except what they borrow 
ffom the deformitjesj or ill qualities o£ the yai^osi. Thus 
they denote the folly of a fervant, an omiiTion of a child, 
, ftone that cuts their feet, a coniinuance of foul or un* 
afonable weather^ and the like, \yy adding to each the 
piibet oija^j&Q* For inftance, li^ftm jf^hea^ ^wkHahsim 
n^s ynihmftd^K^iUma yahm^ and an ill contrived hou{c» 

I could with great pfeafure enlarge fardser upon the 

iners and virtues of this excellent people i butintend- 

Ei fhorr time to publilh a volume by itfelf exprelsiy 

f -d, I refer the reader thither. And m 

, proceed 10 relate my own lad cataftrophe* 



CHAP. X. 

hi ayihor*s Qn^mmj^ i^nd h^ppy ttft^ mmdfig ihe Hatty^ 

^ hath mitn gtutn htm hj hit m^/hrt ikat hi mujl de* 
k f4tti ft^m tht Humtry . H^ jfaMi #«/* a f^c^n fir 
)gn£fi hut fitlmits* Hi cotifn^H tin J Jimfhu a ♦«* 
iiy the ieip sf & /eUinv f^mantt and putt to fia 



X HAD fettled my little oeconomy to my own heart'i 
i content. My ma^er had ordered a room to be xnzdc 
for mc after iheii manner ^bout lix yarda from the houfti 
the fidci and floors of which I plaiftered with clijy, 
and covered with rufh-mats of my own conliriving ; I 
had bcaun htmp. which there grows wiJd, and made 
of it a forr of ticking : this I Hiled with the feathers of 
\- lis 1 had til ken with fpringei made of y^hs^i 

h 1 were excel knt food. I had wotked v*i<s 

i^ wiik my kn^c^ the fotrcl nsk^\i«\fiit^%m^^^ 
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goffer and more laborioas part. When my dotki 
were worn to rags, I made nxyfelf others with the fkin$ 
of rabbets, and of a certain beautiful animal about the 
fame fize, called rnubmby the ikin of which is covered 
with a £ne down. Of thefe I alio made very tdleraUe 
dockings. I foaled my (hoes with wood, which I cnc 
from a tree, and fitted to the upper leather ; 8§d wliea 
this was worn out I f applied it with the ikins of yiAm 
dried in the fan. I often got honey out of hollow trecf, 
which I mingled with water, or eat with my bread. No 
man could more verify the truth of thefe two maxinui 
That nature is fuery eajlly fatisfied ; and, 7bat neceJSty is 
the mother of irmjention. I enjoyed perfeft health of 
body, and tranquillity of mind; I did not feel the treach- 
ery or inconllancy of a friend, nor the injuries of aiecret 
or open enemy. I had no occafion of bribing, flattering, 
or pimping, to procure the favour of any great man, or 
of his minion. I wanted no fence againft fiand or 
oppreiTion ; here was neither phyfician to deflxoy vel^ bodfy 
nor lawyer to ruin my fortune; no informer to watch my 
words and adUons, or forge accufations againft me rar 
hire ; here were no gibers, eenfurers, badkbiterst pick- 
pockets, highwaymen, houfe-breakers, attornies, bawdiy 
buffoons, gameders, politicians, wits, fplenetics, tedioa 
talkers, controvertifls, ravifhers, murderers, robbers, vir- 
tuofoes ; no leaders or followers of party and faAioo) 
no encouragers to vice by feducement or examples ; no 
dungeon, axes, gibbets, whipping-pofls, or pillories; ao 
cheating (hopkeepers or mechanics ; no pride, vanity, or 
afFedtation ; no fops, bailies, drunkards, ftrolling whoia, 
or poxes ; no ranting, lewd, expenfive wives ; no ftopida 
proud pedants ; no importunate, over-bearine, quand" 
fome, noify, roaring, empty, conceited, fweanng compi- 
nions ; no fcoundrels raifed from the duft upon the me- 
rit of their vices, or nobility thrown into it on aocoantof 
their virtues ; no lords, fidlers, judges, or Jnnrhn; 
mailers. 

I had the favour of being admitted to ievcial Hoif- 
hnhnms, who came to vifit or dine with my maler; 
where his honour gracioufly fufFered me to wait in ibl 
room, and liflen to their difcourfe. Both ;h« wJL \m 
company would ofx&ii deCceud to afk me ijiriKMit; iki 
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's, I had alfo fomrrimes ihc lionour 
of attending ray lUiiftcr in his vifits to otjiers. I never 
prrffimed to fptak, cTi^epf in anfwer to a quellloi:! ; and 

ten I did it with inward regret, becaufe it wsa a lofs of 
fc^uch tiTTic for improving rnyfclf : hut I wn^ ininitely 
pghted with the Ihtion of an humble auditor tn fucH 
mvcrfaticris. where nothing paiTcd but what was afffal, 
rnriicTi ill the ftweft and Eiolt fignificij.nl words : where 
I have already faid] the greateil dianiy was ohfer- 
wirhriLit the lealt degree of ceremony ; where no |>er' 
.: thou t being pleafed hioifelf, arid ple^fmg hia 
^p! -> ; where there was no interruption, tediouf- 

^Hfels, heut, or difference of fentiments They have a 
pVltioni that, when people are met together, a'lhort fi* 
fence doth much improve ronvcrfation : this ! found t«> 
be true ; for durinaf thofe little interraiirionsof talk, new 
tdesK would ariie m their minds, which very much en- 
K,.^«^4 the dtfcourfe* Their fubjeda are generally ca 
tip and benevolence, on order and occonomyi 
upon the vrtible operations of nature 1 or anci- 
fis : upon tbe wounds and limits of virtue ^ 
ring rules of reafoni or upon fome descrmi- 
: taken at the next great ailcmbly ; and of^ 
Ic various excellendes of pmrj. J may add 
: vanity, that my preffnce often gave them fuffi- 
utter of ' ' " ufe It aflNnrdcd my mailer 

Son for i H? into the hiftoi-y of mc 

S my country, u^oa wKu:h -■ ' to de- 

cant m a manner not very ad kind % 

for that reafon ! Ihall 1 : on* 

tl_liiav be alloned to ' -ra mjT 

fidcmratit:': ire of 

anich V ■ ■■ , c>' all 

i 10 d fbilies* ani J 

nrn^k^fK^fl tnl-jim. ' >:% 

— ^' -' ■ " -^ 

ttltij, bow ¥iSft Si well as mifrrable fuch a 
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his friends ; to which I fhould be prouder to liften, thin 
to didlate to the greateil and wifeft afTembly in Europe. 
1 admired the flrength, comelinefs, and fpeed of the inha- 
bitants ; and fuch a conftellation of virtuesy in fuch ami- 
able pcrfons, produced in me the higheft veneration. At 
firlt indeed I did not feel that natural awe, which the j«- 
hzcs and all other animals bear towards them : but it 
grew upon me by degrees, much iboner than I imagined, 
and was mingled with a refpedtful love and gratitude, 
that they would condefcend to diflinguifh me from the 
reft of iny fpecies. 

When I thoughtof my family, myfrlends, my coon- 
tryinen. or human race in general, I confidered theni,3S 
they really were, yahoos in Ihape and difpoAtion, perhaps 
a little more civilised, and qualified with the gih of 
(peech ; but making no other ufe of reafon, than to im- 
prove and multiply thofe vices, whereof their brethren 
in tliis countjy had only the ihare that nature allotted 
them. When 1 happened to behold the refledlion of my 
own form in a lake or a fountain, I turned away my face 
in horror and deteflation of myfelf ; and could oetter en- 
dure the fight of a common yahoo, than bf my own per- 
fbn. By converfing with the Houyhnhms, and looking 
upon them with delight, 1 fell to imitate their gate ana 
gefture, which is now grown into an habit ; and my 
friends often tell me in a blunt way, that / trot iike s 
hor/e ;. which however I take for a great compliment: 
neither Ihall I difown, that in fpeaking I am apt to 611 
into the voice and manner of the Houyhnhnms, and hear 
myfelf ridiculed on that account v.ithout the leaft morti- 
fication. 

In the niidft of all this happinefs, and when I looked 
upon myfelf to be fully fettled for life, my mafter fent 
for -mc one morning a little earlier than his ufual hour. 
I obfcrved by his countenance, that he was in fome per- 
plexity, and at a lofs how to begin what he had to fpeak. 
After a lliort filence, he told me, he did not know how 
I would take what he was going to fay ; that in the Isil 
general afTembly, when the affair of the j^^jdj was en- 
tered upon, the reprefentatives had taken ofFence at bis 
keeping a yahoo (meaning myfelf) in his family, more 
like a Houyhnhmn, Uian a brute animal. That he was 

iuOlIB 
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fr?-'""'^ ' '-• ^f^nteric With me, Md he cs^ 
r&i r fileaAife in nif oo w ipap? ; t^ae 

1 pnivtJLc w^; i3ct agreealsle to reaioES or i 
ever beard of bc£)ffc aimng cbesi. T^ 
ihetef&re athrt Idm^^bcr eo oaslof ae like ffce 
' my fpedts, or cotamand me 10 ma hick so d«! 
I from wlieQce I caiiie. Tbsf i^ iHl of t&dr ex- 
fcdicaLs was stterff rejeded by all i!ie H^ka&am^ 
ever (mj lu^ si hi$ boiife or ^cir o«ni 2 fat 
[led^ed, that bccaiife 1 liad fime mdisicati cl" 
ITon^ added to the tungra] prmcv ortkoJe 



to be ftared, I migbt be able 60 ^oOe &es isfty 
B^<iy ^nii mouTiuinoos parti of f2i« oooMry, afti 



J them in troops by mght co dc^Ti^ dkf Movtl 
e, nt being ftftiQiaDy of ^e m^^jioef IcohC <^ ^ 
prfi? from kbotir* 

My maflrr ad Jed » titat lie was daily preffed by d^ 
JouybnhDtm of tfce aelgUbo«r1wkOcl to bate ilMe " 
^$ fyhrtcthn ejtccusrd^ urUch he oooJd ont 



Tn 



Fff^ ^.-k:?> (-.^ Tr 4^rn!ld fc€ to 



le rdenbtmg fJiofe I 



neon ibcieaf 
of hm cmtu 



ant^, a$ »*e!! a^ th-j 



of hi 



ff affi^attfy 

oet^4ibo^r&« He €Pt^ 

" - coold !ts«^€ be«i ci»- 

ng 34 1 (irri ; bccaitfir 

: ir^TDc bod bab^ and diP 

£»r %* mr in&rior nature 



u tGiu*:/) 1; cz^fz:itd iry die 

niJiet aji 0xh9fiMii*it^ » uctr ts 

^ no o a oc c yti oft bow e mi* 

, bet only adrtfcilt or ix* 

kD am dlMey ff>&ii widuM 

be A rational crratttre^ 

^ etraoil ^ficf tid defpifr at mf 

bciit|^ imabk 10 iepfeirt dr^ a^o- 

nto a foooQ at bii feet : 

1 me, that We uyeidn&«^ 

I ivid f/orctefe people sre (eb^ ti» Ma toOa 1 
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cillliies of r^rure) I anfwsred ia a £uxit voice« that 
dfaih ifcC'jIi h^'.e bfen too great an happinefs ; thital- 
thc.:gh I czjii r.oibiijne the ailcmbly's exhortdHien, ox 
tie urgency o: ':.i: t::tT^ ; yet in my weak and cor- 
rjz:;j-^mj?r-:. I ihought it might coiiQil with reafonto 
have br::2 Itii rigcroui: : that I could not fwim a leagoc^ 
aci prcbarly the neareft land to theirs might be diAaot 
aHc>\ e an hcr.irei : tha: many materials, neceflary for 
riakir.g z \.:zJi\ \c:r?l to carr. me off, were wholly wani- 
ir-g ::: i-.is ccur.:ry, which however I would attempt ii 
cbci:L-::ce ...a: ^:a:;:uie lohis honour, alibo' I concluded 
the ihir.g :d be :r^^H?mae, ai^d therefore looked on my- 
fe!f as alrea jy devoted to deilni&ion : that the certta 
prcffect of ar. ur natural death H-as the leaft t>f my evib: 
for iuppouBg I ihould efcape with life by Come ibange ad- 
venture, how cculi I think with temper of pafliif my 
days among r>^£v;.-, and relapfxng into my old comoti- 
ons for want of examples to lead and keep me wimii 
the paths of virtue : that 1 knew too well upon what ib- 
]:d rcaf^ns all the determinations of d&e wife Hoayhn- 
hr.ET.s were founded, not to be fhakcn by arguments of 
m::;i, a miferable :ahc : and therefore, after prefenting 
him with my h jmble thanks for the offer of his {ervull 

'. (T^'* if""* ••» «*»«iF;«*» ia fti^iw>i And jlt»Mri«#» •• «<M«(nnablft 

tir.e for lb ci:ncul: a wnrk, I told him I would cndeavov 
to preferve a vvretched being ; and if ever J returned ts 
England, was not without hopes of being uieful to my 
own fpecies by celebrating the praifes of the renowned 
Houyhnhcms, and propofing their virtues to the imitati- 
on of mankind. 

My mailer in a few words made me a very grvcioiis 
reply, allowed me the fpace of two matiiJbj to finilh my 
boat ; and ordered the fbrrel nag, my fellow-fen'ant 
(for fo at this diilance 1 may prefume to call him) to fol- 
low my inilruclions ; becaufe 1 told my maftcr, that bit 
help would be fufiicicnt, and I knew he had a tender- 
mCs for me. 

In his company, my firllbufmcfs was to go to that part 
of the coa^, where my rebellious crew l^d ordered me 
to be fet on fliore. 1 ^oc upon a height, and lookitt 
ou every fide into the Tea, fancied I faw a fmall iflaod 
towards the nzrtk-e^'^ji : I took out my pocket -glafs, and 

could 



! then dearly diHingatftj h about i5v^ f--^-<^- oC b» 
1 caiuputcd; but it appciLfecJ to im io' ■ be on- 

a faltie cload r for at he h.id no CvTituriK^fi oi" any^ 
fiaiitry bcfide iiis own, fo he could not be as cwpcn m 
pjr '' rvmotc objcds ic ic^, *s we who fo miidi 

L elcotent, 
'I tn i nail difcovcrcd tliiB jilaod, I coafidercd ao 
er; but refdvcd it fhould, if polliblc, be th< fiid 
J of my banifhuioif, leaving the coaieqaence to for- 

I returned home, and coofultrng with thefoircl nag,. 
i^efjt lino a copfe at ibme diibncc, where I with my 
i he with a ijiarp ilitit fetlened very aiiiiicitlly 
mantier to a wooden iiandk* cut dmvn feveral 
Willies^ about the thick nrfi of a v -fF^ and 

lltrgrr pieces. But I IliaJl not n i: reader 

t particular de&ription of my own mechanics; let 
to Uy^ that in fix weeks time with the hdp of 
brrel nag, who pcrfbrmcd the parts that required 
labouii I finiibed a fort uf fndinn cunoo, but much 
irgcr, covering it with tive fldns of y^tkes well Pitched 
"btfr with hem jieti threads of my own making, Mjr 
! »»as liitewife compofed of the ikins of the Came aiii- 
alj but f rwadir uk- c/ thr y^Mingeft I co*i]d get, ihc 
Jder being tooioiighand thick; and I Ukcwifc pnbvided 
Hyfrlf with four paddlr^. I laid in a fbock o^^ boiled 
'tlh, of rabbets and fawls; and took with me two vcf^ 
One HUed witli milk, and the other mt- — r * 
I tried my canoo in « hr^ pf'tid near r'i 

f^ufe. And then mri-cdled in it ivhat wa5 am:! ig 

(I thtf drinks with jt^hoaj tnHow. dfl I fuj h, 

[able to bear mc and r it. Axid, v,^ls!^ jt^^ai 

Qpkte as I i:ouId \- ikc it| I had it dfa%vB 

^e very gently Ly >i.ii?. to the ft/i hdi\ nnd^ 
^ ofthr fsyftf] nag, and anotlier firrrsinn 

and li>e day came for my ^e- 

i my mafter and lady Mnd the 

fii eyes fiowinr^ wtth tears, tnd my 

^ qdt^ ih grief Pat Kt^ honour o«t of cuiri* 

„^y, and perhapi f if 1 ro:^ t without vanity) 

^rtl)' oyt of kind «c is, wis ^ i i tci fee. trtc \v, ^s^ 

>1 and ^ai icverai of his i\ci|ldtaoT»sm% - 
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iccolnpati)^ him, I was forecd to wdt above an ! 
for the tk!e, and ihtn obferving ihe wind very fattmoit* 
)y bearing tow'ards ihc iflandj to wbkk 1 inteoded K> 
fleer my courfe, 1 took a fecond leave of my msdktx : hni^. 
as I was godng to pioftrace myfelf to kifs lib hoof, ii«| 
did me tEe honour to rmk it gently to my rooutli* ll 
am not ignorant how much 1 have been cenfurcd fori 
mentioning this kll particiilar, Detrai^rs iire pltiln' 
to thbk it improbabkt that fo iDulbioas a perfon (h 
dele end lo give fo great a mark of dillin^on to a ( 
tare £b inferior as I. Neither have i forgotten how apt* 
jbme travellers are to boaft of extraordinary lavoan thcf^ 
have received. Bat, if riicfe cenfurers were better i 

fuainied with the nobte and coorteoiis difpofitioii of i 
lonyhKhnms, they would foon change their opinion. 
1 paid my refpe£ls to the re£l of the Houyhjihfimi in. 
his honour's company ; tbcn getdng mto my caaoo " 
piiOicd qB from ihore. 

CHAP, xr. 

Tii emthurs danger mi$ 'u&y&ge^ Hi m-rl'i^a &t 
H&iianii^ hoping to JettU ihrw. Is iKmnded iviih 
crro^* Sty me qf the maiivff, // fii%ed a^d carriid i 
f&rcf int& a Fmiuguescf fiip, T'hg gt^iai atilttmj^ 
ih c&pmn. fhi author arri^vis mt Engkntd,^ 



BEGAN thii defparate voyage on Febiuary 
I7t^'l^t at Tii'^c o'clock in the motaing. 



win<J was very favourable ; however I made 
fif il only of my paddies ^ but confidering I (hoiild 
be weary, and that the wind might cbop aboar^ 
tiu^ed to fet up my btLk fail i and thus wfth the I 
the tide I went at the rate of a league and ' In 

as near as I could guefs. My mdleraud i ton* 

tinued on the ihore, till I was slmoft qw. atiJ 

I often Keard the forrel nag {who always 1 , ay- 

ing out» l^ay ilia njha majak ^'mhm^ Take i^are Qt liiyffM 
gcnUe^ai^fli?, \ 



• 

Nver' 



Tlus ehaptci% properly (peaking, is itc Ufi 
's trsvds^ the nth bcmg only a fort of a . 
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My deitgn was, if poffibJe, to dlfcover fome ftnall 
iilajvtl uiiiniiiibiied. yet ibfiident by my labour to fumtih 
me u'ith the nrcdiarics of lifcj which I wOttl<i have 
itir Li^lit a grvatcf hiippmefa, than to be firfl mimfter m 
be poiufil court of Europe ; fo horrible ft^as the idea I 
Biicdved of retB/ning to live in the ibcicey, and uadtr 
govern mem of y^^/. For, in fuch a folitode as I 
ddked^ I could at leafl enjoy my own thoughts, and re* 
icCl with cielight on the virtues of ^ofe inimitable 
Houyhnhnmsp witlioiit any opportunity of dtfgeueraiing 
into the vices ^nd corruptions of my own fpedej. 
T«E reader ni:iy remember what J related, when mj 
ftw confpired ^g^rnH me, and coniined me to my i 
in. How I continued there feveraJ weeks without kn<i 
Ing what cotirie we took ; snd when 1 was put a fho 

the long boat, how the failors rold me with oathfT" 
Miethef true or falfe, that they knew not in what part 
^jbc world we were. However, I did then believe m 
^ibout ten degrees Southward of tht Cape of Good- 
t, or aboijt 45 tle^eei Southern ktimd' "^ ! ^a- 
rcd from fo m e g t n t-r^l word s I o v erh eard a . n , 

— I r. -.^"^^ j,^ ^^^ Sooth -EaU in the i-rd 

U^afear* And although ihi . but 

■tue oetct-: rjedurc, yct I refolved to iteer Rijr 

blirfe Ettf^ Jng to reach the South-weft oodl of 

;:rid perhaps (cmt fncb illand a* I defucd 
J of it, Tlte wind waf fyll Weft, and 
. iHfjg I computed I had gone Eailwurd at 
i*t*f? : w)»rf! I iy*^i\ a vt'n? fmslt tilanct 
-nd. It waj 
/ .ifchcd By 
if icQ^pcili. it ifl roy canoo, ajkI 

ptirr of the re pTarrJy iSiCcovtr ImnJ 

:cndlng fr [ lay all 



.„. . . . moff li> til 

'ich thought f c«»niisiimk^«id 
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I f^w DO inbabicacu in cLe place wkere I landed, and 
being cnarmed I w:l3 :insdd of Tenturing far into the 
oyaairy. I fouod ibme uiell-ftlb on the Siore, and eat 
tlicm raw. not daring to kindle a fire for fear of being 
diicovered by the natives. I continued three days feef- 
iiig on oyileri and limpits to iave my own proviBonij 
and i foitunaceiy found a brook of excellent watcr^ 
\^li:ch gp.ve rae great relief. 

On the fcarth day \ entering out early a little too far, 
I fdw t\vec:y or thirty natives upon a height not above 
£ve hundred yards from me. They were Hark naked« 
men, women, and children, round a lire, as I could 
difccver by the fmoke. One of them fpied me, and 
• gave r.Ot'ce to the rcfi; five of them advanced towards 
.sne, ieavin<r ^ce women and children at the fire. 1 made 
what haite ! coi:l«i to :ae ihore, and getting into rnyct- 
BOO fcvA'ei on : :he favages obfemog me retreat, laa. 
after me : and. before J could get far enough into the 
Tea, d i fc h or ?c-d an arrow which wounded me deeply oa 
the 'u\ucix; ot Fivy left knee (I ihall carry the mark tomy- 
gra.'p} I apprehended the arrow might b&poiibned, and 
paddling out of the reach of their darts (being a calm 
d ly) I made a fhift to fuck the wound, and 6rc& it as 
well as I could. 

I was at a lofs what to do, for I durft not return to ' 
the fame landing-place, but liood to the North, and 
«a> forced to paddle ; for the wind, though very gende, 
was againll me, blowing North-well;. As I was lookine 
about for a fecure landing-place, I faw a fail to the Nortt 
North-eart, which appearing every minute more vifible» 
I u as in fonie doubt whether I fhould wait for them or 
no ; but at lafl my deteftation of the yahoorace pieFaiied; 
and turning my canoo I failed and paddled together 10 
the South, and got into the fame creek from whence I 
iet out in the morning, chuiing rather to truH myielf t* 
mong thefe Barbarians, than live with European jro&Mf. 
I drew up my canoo as clofe as I could to the (here, and 
hid myfelf beliind a Aone by the little brook, whidi, as 
I have already faid, was excellent water. 

Thf. fhip came within half a league of this creek, awl 
fcnt out her long-boat with veilels to take in frefh wateft 
(fot the place, it feems, was very well known) but J did 
noc obferve it, u\i Oic VK>ax. >n^ iW^^x^Qcikt,\ and it 
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m^ too hic to feek anotber biding-place. TE^ iietmen 

-^^ ' ^ * 11 djizg obfcrved my canoo, and rammaging itaU 

, conjectured that the owner could i}of bd fkr 

bit. 1 uuf of them, well armed, fearched e^ ery cranny 

4nd ltjfking-hn!e, till at hfl the/ faond me flat en uiy 

e. They gazed a while in admka- 

icouthdrefs; my Qoat made of /kius, 

f \vood€u Ji>*ikd ihoeit^ and niy fnrred ftockings; from 

ftcc lio\*ever they concluded, J was not a native of 

>cc, vvb4t all go naked- One of the featnen. ia 

ftt'xc, bid mc rife, ^nd afLcd who 1 was. J an* 

that language veiy well, and geuing ypoo 

Uii. J was 2 poor )'sh9& bamthed fj-om the He 

i^ ' id ddired they weuld pleale to kt fne dep 

" reil to Ki-ar me «nfwec them in theirs 

my GOj|]ple:xJoD J mui^ he ui Eupi^ 

I a loft to kiiout' wiiat I mf jint by j^*- 

riis, aEid at the fame time fell a UtiglK 

. , ^ J i ij ^ L .... i a i n fpeaid ng . whlck ne fc m b ! ed tli* 

f a hcrfe* I trom bled all tht wliiic bciwixi 

— ^ I - -i^ dclif^id leave tndep^t, andwai 

>o ; bot ihey fijd hold on me^ 

* waA of ^ whence I 

1 t<»y them i was 

^. rrOJi ViLieji<;t; i Came about £re ^ctra 

h^tr country and oars wrpe ar ppoce. I 

Lixk-ii: ':• "■'■ would 11. at treat iv- -aj^ 

I m' .oliarai. but w«fi ii t k- 

: ^cc where j» pafstkc rcii^;*in4a rf 

, to ulk, I ih'v- -vd ar 

. T aturaj i for it r*e aa 

. as ii a dog Of a cow ihot g- 

welt, rhey fpokf to me vt^iili 

Ti;*"..- -I- . r.^.uld 

go boi ic t \ \Vje^ 
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k(5 T would give my fblemn oath not to fly, they woal 
fecure me by force. I thought it beft to comply witj 
their propofah They were very curions to know i 
icoryt but I gave them very little fmshckion ; and l' 
til conjedared, that my misfononei had impai*^ 
reafon- In two hours the boat, which went: load 
veffeb of waterj returned with the Captain^s mmmM 
to fetch me on board, 1 fell on my knees to prcfcn 
my libej-ty, but al! was in vam ; and the men ha ring 

d me with cords, heaved me into the boat, frtwg 

ence I wzs taken into ch« fcip, and from ihencc i 
!e Captain's cabbin. 

His name was Pedro de Mender ; he was a rcry Coil 
Itous and generous perfon ; he entreated me to give foil 
ttccount of myfelf, and deiired to know what I would ( 
or drink i faid, I ffiould be tifed as wdJ as him fe!f, 
ipoke fo many obliging things* that I wondered to 1 
iudi dviHties from a/^^ee. However, I remained Be 
and fallen ; I wa« ready to faint at the very fmell of hij 
and his men. At lall i delired fomethin^ to cat out] 
my own canooi but he ordered me a c hi cite n, and (ba 
excclknt wine, and then directed that I fhould be [ 
bed ill a very clean cabbin. I would not urwlre^ mj 
hut lay on the bed-cloaths^ and in half an hourilo 
when r thought the crew was at dinner* and getl _ 
the fide of the fhip was going to leap into the fea, 
fwim for my Hfe, rather than continue among yn^ 
Butoneoftbe feamen prevented m^, and having ill 
formed the Captain, I was chained to my cabbin. 

After, dinner Don Pedro came to me, an i 
know my reafbn for fo de^erate an attempt ; 
he only meant to do me d\ the fervicr he 
fpoke fo v&ry movingly^ that at laft I delc^^... 
him like an animal, which had (bme little por^ 
ton* I gave him a very fhort rebtion of my v^ 
the confpiracy againft me by my own men j of ih 
try where they £t me on ihore, and of it f * 
fide nee there. All which he looked up< 
a dream or a vifion ; whereat I too!^ 
I had quite forgot the fecuhyof lyii 
kfK' in all countries where they preiicc, ; 
ly the difpcfitkon of rufpei^ing truth in ot'. 

jpcati* 
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fp^et. 1 zfked him whether it fttre the cdllom in his 
cotmiry to f^y the thmg ivhkJh ivm mi F I ailUrcd him, 
J had almoil forgot what he meant by faJfchood, and* if 
I had lived a thoqfand ye^rs inHooyhnlit^ni-kiidt I Should 
oei^er have heard a He from the meanest fcrvant ; that I 
was altogether indifferent whether he believed me or no; 
bat how ever, in return for his favours, I would give fo 
much allowance to the corruption of his nature as to an- 
fwer any objedlion he would pleaf* to tnake» and then be 
might eafdy (Jifcover ihs tratb. 

The Captain, a wife man, after many endeavours to 
eaich ine tripping in foine part of my iloryi at kll began 
t> better o pinion of my veracity. But he add "" 

t; ,e I profelled fo inviolable an attachment^ 

truUi, I muft give him my word and honour tobearhiiS 
company in this vdyagc without attempting any thing 
aj^infl my Ufe, or elfe he would continue me a prifoner 
d]l we ariived at Lifbon, 1 gave him the promife he re- 

JjuiiTd; but at the fame time protelled, that 1 would 
ufTer the greateft hardJhJp?, rather than reiurn to live 

Ov\ voyage palTed witliout auy confiderable acddenc. 
Ixi gratitude to the Captain I fometimes fat with him at 
hi* eanicll requell. and ilrove to conceal my axjtipathy a- 
rainft human kitid, altho' it often broke out ; which he 
tttffcred to pafs without obfen^ation* But the greateft 
part of the day I conliued mylVlf to my cabbtn to avoid 
kcing any of the crew. The Captain hadoitcn entreat- 
ed me to ftrjp myfelf of ray favage dreG, and oJFered to 
lend me the betl fuit of cloatJu he had. Thi* I would 
cat be pre vailed on to accept « abhorring to cover my fdf 
%% hing til at had bee I* on the back of Myth 9 I 

<:■ i lie would lend me two clean (inriht wliich^ 

f rfied fmce lie wore ihrmt I believed would 

r. l^ mi*. Thcfc I changed €%■ cry fccocii 

day, - 

Wt ^. t7itr, A* otir !nnd» 

iagth k 

to pr.^ ^ .1 

coo%*€ytd tt> hii ;,c 

J4id me up to t; A 

him to conccul from idi perfqtki wkuil i W4 vJi^ t^m ^ 

T ^ ' ^ t 
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the Houyhnhnms ; becaufe the leaft hint of fach a ftojy 
would not only draw numbers of people to fee me, but 
probably put me in danger of being imprifoned or burnt 
Dy the inqttifition. The Captain perfuaded me to accept 
a fuit of cloaths newly made ; but I would not fuffer the 
taylor to take my meafure ; however, Don Pedro being 
almoft of my fizc, they fitted me well enough. He ac- 
coutred me with other neceflaries, all new, which I aired* 
for twenty four hours, 4>efore I would ufe them. 

The Captain had no wife, nor above three fervants, 
none of which were fuffered to attend at meals ; and his 
whole deportment was lb obliging, added to very good 
human underftanding, that I really began to tolerate his 
company. He gained fo far upon me, that I ventured to 
look out of the back window. By degrees I was brought 
into another room, from whence I peeped into the flreet, 
but drew my head back in a fright. In a week's time 
he feduced me down to the door. I found my terror 
gradually leiTened, but my hatred and contempt feemed 
to encreafe. I was at laft bold enough to walk the ihvet 
in his company, but keeped my nofe well Hopped widi 
rue, or fometimes with tobacco. 

In ten days Don Pedro, to whom I had given fome 
account of my domeflic affairs, put it upon me as a mat- 
ter of honour and confcience, that I ought to return to 
my native country, and live at home with my wife and 
children. He told me, there was an Engliih fhip in the 
port juil ready to fail, and he would furnifh me with all 
things neceflary. It would be tedious to repeat his ar- 
guments, and my contradi^ions. He faid it was altoge- 
ther impoffible to tind fuch a folitary ifland as I had de- 
fired to live in ; but 1 might command in my own houfe, 
and pafs ray time in a manner as reclufe as 1 pleaied. 

I complied at laft, finding I could not do better. I left 
Lifbon the 24th day of November in an Englifh merchant- 
man, but, who was the mafter, I never inquired. Don 
Pedro accompanied me to the (hip, and lent me twenty 
pounds. He took kind leave of me, and embraced me 
at parting, which I bore as well as I could. During this 
laft voyage I had no commerce with the mafter, or any 
of his men ; but pretending I wasfick, kept clofe in my 
cabbin. On the jtVvof December 1715, we caft an- 
chor 
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cbor in tlic Downi about njse in the tnorrjjng, aiiiJ at 
thwe la the aficmooB I got Mt to my houfe at Rother- 

My wife and family receive^i me witK great furpriKe 
Mid ;oy» becatifr the^ concluded mc ctnmnly dead ; but 
I mull freely confefs the fight erf tlicm Ailed me only mih 
hatred, difguil, arid contempt ; and the more by rc flee- 
ing 00 the nesr alliance J had 10 them* For altho* fmce 
my umfoj tuoate exile from the Houyhnhnm country, I 
hid eampdled myfelf to tolerate the fight of yahm^ and 
to convurfe with Don I'edro de Mendez ; yet my memo- 
ry and imagination were perpetually hlled with the vir- 
tueti and idi^as of tliofe ex^iJced Houyhnhmm* And when 
1 began to confider, that by copulating with one of ihc 
yaho^4pt6t^ 1 had become a parent oi more, it flriick 
me with the atmoll ihame, confufionj and horror. 

As foOn as I entered the houfe» my wife took tne in 
her armi» ami kifTed me; at which, having not been u- 
M to the touch of that odious animal for fo many years, 
1 fell into a fwoon for aim oil an hour* At the time I 
tm writtngp it is five years * fmce my lail return Into 
England 1 during the £ril year I could not endure my 
wUe or chtldrcti in my prefencc ; the very fmell of them 
waslntokiabk* ; iimch lefs could I fuffer them to cat m 
the Gunc room. To this hour they dare not prdume to 
touch my bread, or driak out of the fame cup ; neither 
wa^ I ever able to let one of tbcm take me by the hand. 
The firil money I laid out was to buy two young tlone- 
Iiorfes^ which I keep in a good ftablcp and next to them 
the groom h ray greateff favourite % for I feel my fpi- 
rit* revived by the fceU he contracts in the liable. My 
liorfes underftand me tolerably well i I eonvcrfe with 
them at Icail four hours every day* They are ftrangers 
to bridk or faddie ; they live in great amity with me^ 
aadirieiidJliip 10 each oti^cr. 
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CHAP. XII. 

Thi author*s *veracity, Hii defifft in fubUJblng tbit 
ojL'orL His cenjurt ^f thofi travellers *wb9 fwefW 
from the truth. 7he author clears Hmfelf fnm emf 
Jinijler ends in tvriting. An ehjedion anfwend, 
Tke method of planting cobnies,. His nati^ue country 
commended. The right of the crown to tbofe countrits 
defcribed by the author ^ is ju/iified. The difficulty of 
conquering them. The author takes his lafl leave of 
the reader \ propqfeth his manner of Ji*ving for tot 
future-, gii/es good advice, and concludeth*, 

THUS gentle reader, I have given thee a ^thfal 
hiftory of my travels for fixteen years and above 
feven months ; wherein I have not been fo ftudious of 
ornament as of truth. I cotdd perhaps like others, have 
ailonifhed thee with ilrange improbable tales ; bot I ra- 
ther chofe to relate plain matter of fa£t in the fimpleft 
manner and flyle ; becaufe my principal deAgn was to 
inform, and not to amufe thee. 

It is eafy for us who travel into remote countdes, 
which are feldom vifited by Engliflimen or other Euro- 
peans, to form dcfcriptions of wonderful animals both at 
fea and land. Whereas a traveller's chief aim fhould be 
to make men wifer and better, and to improve their 
minds by the bad, as well as good example, of what 
they deliver concerning foreign places. 

I could heartily wifh a law was enadled, that every tra- 
veller, before he were permitted to publifh his voyages, 

fhould 

* I mnft confcfs, in the (pirit of candour and finccrity, that 
I heartily wi(h this ixth chapter, which is, without exception, 
the dullcft piece (at lead that I can remcrohcr) in his whole 
writings, were either burnt or annihilated. This indeed, like 
the red of his critics, I could eafily have pafled over uncenfu- 
rcd; perhaps they never obfcrved it. And yet all that 1 mean 
by this gentle icverity (for I de(pi(e [the reputation of a little 
ccndiring critic) is, to fhew the world, that I would (corn to 
approve thro' thick and thin the words of the moft improved, 
con/ummate genius, in defpite to that little knowledge which I 

biive cndcavcuicd to acc^vVirc, ais ^ ^vi^iCwiYw xo my own taile asd 

judgment, 5-u'i/t. 
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siild be obliged to make oath before the Lord Hi^h 
lianceUoETt that all he intended to print vva^ ,ibfolutely 
le to the brft of his knowledge ; for then the wojld 

buld no longer be deceived, as- it ufuaJly is ; while fomc 

writers, to make their works paf* the better upon the 
public, impofe thegrofTcH faliiiies on theuDwary reader. 
c pcrufed feveral books of tr;iv^els wkK great delight 
V yomigef days ; but haying fmce gone ever mofl 
pan^ of the globe, and heeo able to con trad i£t many fa- 
btalous accoiiots from my own obfer vation^ it hath given 
me a great difguft afainft this part of reading, and fome 
indigiiatioJi to fee the credulity of man kind fb impudently 
abated. Therefore, fince my acquaintat^ce were plca^ 
fed 10 think my poor endeavours might not be unaccep- 
table to my country, 1 iiapofcd oo myfelf as a maxim 
aevcT to be (Werved from, that I would firiiify adhsn i^ 
ifbih \ neither indeed cati I be ever under the Icaft tem- 
"-i ,n to vary from it, wliik 1 retain in my mind the 
:4 and example of my noble inaKex, and the other 
i^^uunous Houyhnhnmsi of ivbom I bad ib long the 
boiiour to be an h amble hearer. 



jVtf fi mfePitm firitma Sfftvnsm 
fimxiif *v^Mum gUsmt mmdmim^mg impreha /^J^. 
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But this defcription, I confcfs, doth by no means af- 
fcdl the Britifli nation, who may be an example to the 
whole world for their wifdom» care, and juftice in plant- 
ing colonies; their Uberal endowments fos.the advance- 
ment of religion and learning ; their choice of devout and 
able paftors to propagate chrifiianity \. their caution in 
ftockin? their provinces with people of fober lives and 
conver&tions from this the mother kingdom \. their (bid 
regard to the diilribution of juflice, in fupplymg the ci- 
vil adminiftration thro' all their colonies with officers ftf 
the greateft abilities, utter ftrangecs to corruption ; and to 
crown all, by fending the moft vigilant and virtuous gover- 
nors, who have no other views than the happinefs of d:e 
people over whom they prefide, and the honoor of the 
King their maAer. 

But as thofe countries, which 1 have defcribed,- do not 
appear to have any defire of being conquered, and en- 
(laved, murdered or driven out by colonies ; nor abound 
either in gold, illver, fugar, or tobacco ; I did humbly 
conceive, they were by no me^s proper ohjcds of our 
zeal, our valour, or our interefl:. However, if thoff, 
whom it more concerns, think fit to be of another opinion, 
1 am ready to depofe, when I fhall be lawfully called, 
that no European did ever vifit thefe countries before me. 
I mean, if the inhabitants ought to-be believed, unlefs adi^ 
puce may arife concerning the V94Qyahooi faid to have been 
ieen many ages ago upon a mountain in Houyhnhnm-land* 

But, as to the formality of taking poflcffionin myfo^ 
vereign's name, it never came once into my thoughts ; 
and if it had, yet, as my affairs then flood, I ihould per- 
haps in point of prudence and felf-pre(ervation have put 
it off to a better opportunity. 

Having thus answered the only objeflion, that can 
ever be raifed againfl me as a traveller ; I here take a 
final leave of all my courteous readers,.and return to enjoy 
my own fpeculations in my little garden at Reddriff; to 
apply thofe excellent UfTons of virtue, which I learned 
among the Houyhnhnms ; to infb*u£t the yahoos of xsvf 
own family, as far as I fhall find them docible animals ; 
to behold my figure often in a glafs, and thus, if poffible, 
habituate myfelf by time to tolerate the fight of a human 
creature: to lament the brutality of HouyhnhBins in m^ 

own 
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vn country, hm always treat their perfons wich fefpeil 
die fake of my noble mailer, his family, his friLiids 
id the wlwle HouyhnhTim race, whom thefe of oims 
ivc the ho n cur to refecnblc in all their lineaments, how* 
'€vcr their Lntelledlujiis came to degenerate 

I began bit week to permit my wife to fitzt dinner 
with me at the farlhefl end of a long table ; ami to an- 
fwcr (but with the uimoft brevity) the few queiijc>ns I 
aiked hei- Yet, ilie fmell of a yn/yao coat in at ng very' 
offcnfive, I dways keep my nofe well Hopped with ruG^ 
li, .hder, or tobacco -leaves. And, altho' it I r * 

man iaie \n life to remove old habjta, i ^miv ^ iLt 

out of hripcs in fome time ts iuffera neighbour yaSof iik 
CDnipany, without the apprehenfions I am yet under 
'^hifi tccdi or his claws. 

My reconcilement to the yaii?^^ kind in^ gcneml might 
&t be fo difhcult, if they would be content with tnofe 
C€a and follies only, which nature hath intitled theoa 
i am cot In the lesft provoked at the %ht *>f a. Uw'- 
STt a pickpocket* a colonel, a fool, a ford, a game flee, 
I politic Jim, m whore- monger, a phyfician, atj tvidencc, 
liuborncr, am aitorney, a iraitof, or the like; this h aW 
tcording to the due course of ihiftgs : biU when I behold 
lump of deformity and difcafcs both tti body rmd mind 
ftitten with pridr^ it immedinidy breaks all the mea- 
tts of nv. irher Ihall \ be ever able to torn - 

ichend h; .i>aj, and liich a vice, could tally 

bgether* Ih . virtuotis Houyhnhnms, ^*ho a-^ 

»ad in sM e:.. . that can adorn a rational crea- 

avc no tiamti f*.*r this vice in theblanguflGe, whidi 
I tcrm^ tc* c?rpT»^r- %ny fbm,fr thnt h cvif^ e^ce^ 
fc'hcf cby ' c*f 

pf pride for w*#mt ot thoroiighly undcri^Andinj 

J re, a; ]T ihtwetJi hiXii in other courivrjc*, 

Is, But r, who had more C3C- 

-, ubfcrv^ £bmc vudimeQt4 of it i^ 



..I. i i-,..,„..hiim«t who live tinder thr c»nv#.ri m^jit 
'rtiifcin, are no more prnudtif the good ^ ity 

poffrfs, ^lan I iiould be for not wanting a i^u, ^' ^^^ 
tnn, wJiich no man in Im wtts wottid boatl of^ altho* he 
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mud be miferable withoot them. I dwell the longer up- 
on this fubjedty from the deiire I have to make the focie' 
ty of an Enghfli yahoo by any means not infup portable ; 
and therefore I here entreat thofe, who have any tin^hire 
of this abfurd vice, that they will not prefume to come 
in my fight. 

•^* To mortify pride, which indeed was not made for man, 
and produces not only the mod ridiculous follies, but the rooft 
cxtenHvccalamicy, appears to have been one general view of 
the author io every part of thefe travels. Peribnal flrength and 
beauty, the wi(iicm and the virtue of mankind, become objeds, 
not of pride, but ot humility, in the diminutive (la ture and coo- 
temptibic vcaknefs of the IJiliputians ; io the horrid deformi- 
ty of t!ie Hn>biiingna^ians; in the learned folly of the Laputi- 
ans; and in the parallel drawn between our manners and tholc of 
the Houyhnhnms. Hawhf. 

Swift's Gulliver is a dire^, plain, and bitter fatire againft 
the innumerable follies and corruptions in law, politics, learningt 
morals, and religion. And, without difpute, thefe manifold cor- 
ruptions have, m a courft of ages, by the refinements and giofl"- 
es of iniquitous men, arrived at lad t«) furh (Vren^th and ef- 
frontery, as to render it impolTible for all the wit and genius 
that ever warmed the imagination of a fatirift, to la(b them 
wich any degree of Severity proportioned to that excels of per- 
turbation and mifcbicf which they feverally occaHon in the great 
circle of fucicty. All therefore which can be done by a wile 
man (feeing that by nature he is appointed to uO for the 
if ace of thirty, iitty, or (eventy year«, ibme ridicukms, filly 
part in this faiitaflic theatre of mifery, vice, and comiption), 
is cither to lament, with Heraclitus, the iniquities of the world; 
or, which is the more chearful, and therefore I do prefume the 
more eligible courfe, to laugh, with Democritus, at all the 
knaves and fools upon earth. And accordingly we find, that 
Dr Suift has, in theft travels, exerted a force of ridicule and 
fatire, pointed fo directly againfl the depravities of human kind, 
and fuppurted with fucb an abundance of wit and picalantry, 
as indeed more than pcrfuade us to believe, that his iotcntioa 
was either to lau^h vice and immorality, if it were poflible, 
quite out of the world; or at leaft to avenge the caufc of virtue 
on all the patrons and abettors of iniquity. Swift, 
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great : and, in my opinion, the body natural may be 
compared to the bcnly politic : and if this be fb, how can 
the Epicurean's opinion be true, that the univerfe was 
formed bva fortuitous concourfe of atoms ; which I will 
no more believe, than that the accid^tal jiHnbling;-of the 
letters of the alphabet could fall by chance into a moftin* 
genious and learned treatife of philofophy; Ri/um teneatii 
amid / [HoR ] This felfe opinion moil needs create 
many more ; it is like an error in the firft concodtioo, 
which cannot be corredted in the fccond; the fbundation 
IS weak, and whatever fuperfbudure you rai(e upon it, 
muft of neceffity fall to the ground. Thus men are led 
from one error to anedicr, until with Ixioa they embrace 
a cloud inftead of Juno ; or, like the dog in the &ble, 
lofe the fubftance in gaping at the (hadow. For fuch 
opinions cannot cohere; but like the iron and clay in the 
toes of Nebuchadnezzar's image, muft feparate and 
break in pieces. I have read in a certain author, that 
Alexander wept, becaufe he had no more worlds to 
conquer; which he needed not have done, if the fortai' 
tous concourfe of atoms could create one : but this is an 
opinion fitter for that many-headed beall the vulgar 
to entertain, than for fb wife a man. as Epicurus ; the 
corrupt part of his fedl only borrowed his name, as^ 
the monkey did the cat's claw to draw the chefhut cot 
•f the fire. 

However, the firft ftep to the cure is to know the 
difeafe ; and tho' truth may be difficutt to fiid, becaufe^ 
us the philoibpher obferves, fhe lives in the bottom of s- 
well, yet we need not, like blind men, grope in open 

day-light, 
tsitions are antoudied' by others ; and, above all, that he has 
treated his fubjeO with much order, fulne(s, and perlprcuity; 
•n which account he hath propofed it as a pattern for young 
writers to imitate, and dcHres it may be confidered as tKc nc- 
moft effort of his genius. Whereas in fa£t the fubje^t is of 
little importance, the fentiments are old and flale, the quotati- 
ons are threadbare ; and, to complete his ridicule, he has treat*, 
cd his fiihjc^ in a Ii;»ht, carclcfs, rambling, fuperficial manner, 
without ordtr, fulncfs, meaning, or perfpicuity : and therefore 
it is only to be confrdcred, like the meditation on a trocmftick, 
[vol. viii. p. 372vJ in a farcical; fittiric light, defigned purely to 
expoS: the folly and temerity of thofc brainlefs, illiterate (crib> 
biers, who are cicrnaWy ^Ugami, iVwiw C!(A<nv\^oraries- with a. 
fared of wiU, incobcicni, txou&iv^KAvc^. S-wiJi, 
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-^ay-lighu I Kope I may be allowed among fo msny far 
more learaed men to offer my mite, fmce a Jlander-by 
may fometimes per baps fee more of the gsme, thim h% 
that plays it. But i do not think a phiiofopher obliged 
to accotjnt for every phsenomenon ifi nature, or drown 
himfelf with Ariftode, for not being able to Mvt the ebb- 
ing «nd flowitig of the tide, in that fatal fenteuce he 
m& upon himfdf, ^10 te mn tapk^ iu capies m*^ 
wherein he was at once the judge and liie criminal^ the 
accu&r and cxecationer, Socrates, on the fithei hand, 
who faid he knew nothing, was pronounced by ihe ora- 
cle CO be die wiTeft man hi the world, 

But !o return from thi^ digreflion, f think it as clear 
as any demonftration In Euclid, that nature does nothing 
In vain ; if we wtrt able to diire into her fecret fccefiesg 
wc (hould find that the imallell blade of grafa* or moft 
contemptible weed, has its particular ufe; bat fhe b 
chiefly admirable in her minutert compofidonSp the leaft 
and moft contemptible infeift moft difcovers the an of 
nature, W I may ibcall It, though nature, which delight 
in variety, will always trmmpk over art ; and as the poet 
©bfervci, 

Naluram ixftHui furm iiui^ nfqm rttumt^ Hor, 

BtTT the vat ions opinions of phllofophers have feat- 
tcred through the world ai many plagues of the mind, 45 
Pandora's box did thofeof the body, only with this dif-' 
fcrcnce, that they have not left hope at the bottom. 
And if truUi be not Bed with Allrea, ihe is certainly as 
hidden a* the fource of Nile, and can be found only in 
t?lopia* Not that I would reflea 00 ihofe wife fages, 
which would be a fort of ingratitude ; and he that catU 
a nun angratef^I, fums up all the evH chat a man can be 
gidlty of* 

Ingrmum fi dixmh *«w"*» ^kh* 

BwT what I bkmc the philofopher^ for (tho' fome 
may think it a paradox) is chieily their pride i nothing 
leb than an rpft Jixii\ and you in till pin your fliitb on 
their fleevCt And iho* Diogenes lived -in a lub^ there 
0ughi be, for aught I know, %\ mtich pride under hii 
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rags, as in the fine fpun garment of the divine Htto. Tt 
is reported of this Diogenes, that when Alexander came 
to fee him, and promited to give him whatever he would 
a(k, the cjmc only anfwered, Taki n9tfnm m$ itJMi tim 
eatffl net gi<ue me^ but Jimuifrgm betweeu me 4fiul thi B^t: 
which was almoft as extravaganzas the philoibpher, that 
flung his money into the iea> with this remarkable 

faying 

How different was this man from the ufurer, who being 
told his fon would fpend all he had got, replied, Ui cm* 
not takt m^re pUajwre in /pending^ than I did in getting it. 
Thefe men could fee the faults of each other, but not 
their own ; thofe they flung into the bag behind ; * ms 
widemm id maniicae ^uod in tergQ eft. I may perhaps 'be 
cenfured for my free opinions by thofe carping momos's, 
whom authors worfhip as the Indians do the devil, for 
fear. They will endeavour to give my reputation as 
many wounds as the man in the almanack, but I value 
it not ; and perhaps like flies, they may buz fo often 
about the candle, till they burn their wings. They 
muft pardon me, if I venture to give them this advice, 
not to rail at what they cannot underfland : it does but 
difcover that felf tormenting paflion of envy, than which 
the greateft tyrant never invented a more cruel torment, 

htfvidia Siculi nen iwvenere tyranni 
Tonnentum tm^us ■ Juv. 

I mud be fo bold to tell my critics and witlings, that 
they can no more judge of this, than a man that is bom 
blind can have any true idea of colours. I have always 
obferved that your empty veflTels found loudeii : I value 
their lafhes as little as the fea did thofe of Xerxes, when 
he whipped it f . The utmoil favour a man can exped 
from them is, that which Polyphemus promifed Ulyfles, 

that 

• Alluding to the fable of Phacdrus, that Jupiler had hnng 
over every man's fhouldcr two fatchels, of which one hung be- 
fore, and contained the faults of his neighbours ; and the other 
behind, which contained his own. 

f- It is told of Xerxes, that when the (ea broke down the 
bridge of boats, which he had laid over the Hcllefpont, he or- 
dered it to be lafticd, and fctxci^ lo V)^ >3cviwiw vft\.Q \v 
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would devour him the lail: ihey think to fabdue 
a writer, as Caefar did hh enemy* with a i/m, T/Zi//, lucL 

confcfs 1 value the opioion of the Judicious few, ^ Ry- 

er, a Denni&j or a W It ; font for the reli to give 

"ft>y judgment at ouce, I think the long difpute among 
ihc philorDphei-s about a n/namm may be determined in 
liie affirmative, tliat it is to be found in a critic's head, 
■*hey are at befl but the drones of the learned world* 
feio devour the honey, and will not work thcmfelves i 
prid a writer need no more regard them, than the moon 
feces the barking of a litde fenfekfs cnr. For, in fpi^^ht j 
M ih^tr tefrribie roaring, yon may with half an eye dtf- 
BOvct- the fi/s under the /isft's Attn, 
f Btyr to reitirn 10 our difcourfe : D emofth en es being 
i3,(kcd what was the fix ft part of an orator, replied, a*^/- | 
pt : what was the fccond* HLf/afj : what was the third, 
b?r<?«r : and fo on a^ infinitum. Thia may be true rn o- 
nWy i hilt contemplation in other things exceeds adi' 
HP' And therefore a wife man is never Tefs alone, than I 
Vftn he 11 done: 

Ntinfti&m mintis fiius, qttam cum Jh/Mt* ' 

I Akd Aichimedcs, the famous mathematldan, was fo 
iDteiit opon his problems, that he never minded ihc fol* 
Bkr who came to kill him. Therefore not to detrad 
Btom the jui^ praife which belongs to orators, they ought 
||0 confidcr that nature* which gave us two eyes to fee, and ' 

livo cars to hear, has given tis bni one tongtic to fpeak» ' 

wherein however fomc do fo abound* that tlie virtuofit ' 
rirho hive been fo long in fcarch for the perpetual itiati* I 
m& , may infal li bl y li nd i t th ere . 

K SoM£ men admire republicsr becaufe orators flouftih I 
phere moll^ ami arc the great enemies of t)Tanny ; but 
rri that one tyrant is better than a humircd. ' 

1 . ijrators inflame the people, whofe anger ' 

Ub fC^U buL a lliort ^t gf madnefs. I 

I if a f»r^f hfcmb f/?,— *— Hon. 

k • Aftih wliieh, laws are like cobwebs, which may 
feilch fmall llici. but let yk'is(^% and hornets break thro*. 1 
Mot Jti oratory tlie grcaielil art is to hide art, 

I VoulL Cc B^Jt 
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But this muft be the work of time, we moft lay hold 
on all opportunities^ and let flip no oocafion, eUe we 
ilmll be forced to weave Penelope's web, unravel in the 
sight what we fpun in the day. And therefore 1 have 
obferved, that time is painted with a lock before, and 
bald behind, fignifyine thereby, that we muil take time 
(as we fay) by the forelock, for when it is once pa^ 
there is no recalling it. 

The mind of man is at firft (if yon will pardon the 
expreflion) like a tabula rafuy or like wax, which, while 
it is foft, is capable of any impreflion, till time has 
hardened it. And at length deatn, that grim tyrant, 
ilops us iiwthe midfl of our career. The greateft con- 
querors have at lad been conquered by death, which 
4>ares none, from the fceptre to the fpade. 

Mors ommhu communis. 

All rivers go to the fea, but none return fo>m it. 
Xerxes wept when he beheld his army, to confider that 
in lefs than an hundred years they would be all dead. 
Anacreon was choaked with a grape-ftone ; and violent 
joy kills as well as violent grief. There is nothing in 
this world conflant, but inconflancy ; yet Plato thought 
that if virtue would appear to the world in her own na- 
tive drefs, all men would be enamoured with her. Bat 
now, fince intereft governs the world, and men neglcft 
the goldetfmean, Jupiter himfelf, if he came on the 
earth, would be defpifed, unlefs it were, as he did to 
Danac, in a golden fhower : for men now-a-days worihip 
the rifing fun, and not the fetting. 

Donee ens fellx multos numeralis amieos. 

Thus have I, in obedience to your commands, ven- 
tured to cxpofe myfelf to cenfure in this critical age. 
Whether I have done right to my fubjedl, muft be left to 
the judgment of the learned reader : however, I can- 
not but hope, that my attempting of it may be an en- 
couragement for fome able pen to perform it with more 
fuccefs. 

PREDICTIONS 



PREDICTIONS 

for the Year 1708*, 

therein the month, and day of the months 
are fet down^ the perfoos named, and the 
great affions and events of next year parti- 
culady related, as they will come to pals* 

yfitiift H pri^tnt iB^ pi9fh ef Engimdfrom hhg far iter 
By ISAAC BICKER STAFF, E%: 



Havb lorrg confid^fcd tbe gmf^ sbiafe of aftrology 
^ in dm kiogifom, anci upon debating Ihc matter syith- 
myk\f, I codd not poJEbly by the fault upon the artt 
Cc2 bat 

■ It Iff f«y, thit the xa^cr, vhtii b« htai writ tH% |^iper> %tiJ; 
ring at n hfi what itamc fo prefix (o it, paffing thro* Long-acrr, 
pferf ej i (t^n over a houfe where a lockfmicK dwelc<i and found 
je mmv Bkherfiaff writ ten wodtr ir ? which bemg a niisie 
Ifpewhar uJK'smmop, he chofc to «all ^imfclf Jf^wr Bkkerfisf. 
j\\% rj*Bic W35 icime lime afre rward. midc ufe of by Sir Rijcbard 
eel, 4iid Mr. AidiK)n, m the T*jEl«rt ; i» which piipers, as well 
! mfcny of the Spcaalor^ il %% wcti luiowfii di*l the %m\w\ ha4 
IcofiiVjcrible part, JP:^:^. t^tt. 

jTIiepapcfi inhich fdat« to Partridge the almanack ma W, »re 
ptrety Hitinoriivis: and ahhoMhcy a^rc nut only temporary Imt 
J, yet by an art pcculiir to fiwifc hirnfclf, they ^re rendered 
nortiV Hk 1-, h> be read wiili plftifurc, ** long as the £o|!j|1i 

to *t" J.itln^ to Partridge the alminack-makerj ihft^ 

ftv<^ d uiic fot Ritrth and htimaur. will fmtl ahimilancc of 

Bfiifnr, They *r< dcJij*ncd as a ridiaiic iipmj *il thil 

tril^e whu fct u . ^^ ' >" ^S'lgcrs, and withotU pnt ii^ of 

[rning, art gtcit ptct. ■nee. Ttic ilcgy on Pjrttidg^ 

I rol VI. p. 84 ] fan i.l^^. ..^ i^Sciciitly rchflicd by thoft who 

ituc^uiJUCed widi thtilc whiovCWal tra^^ Hoia-cVcti it U a 
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bat upon thofe grofs impoftors, who fet op to he the ar- 
tifb. I know feveral learned men have contended, thai 
the whole is a cheat ; that it is abfurd and ridicnloas to 
imagine, the flars can have any influence at all upon ha- 
man adions, thoughts, or inclinations; and whoever hath 
not bent his iludies that way, may be excnied for think- 
ing fo, when he iees in how wretched a manner that no- 
ble art is treated by a few mean illiterate traders between 
lu and the liars ; who import a yearly fiock of nonfenie, 
lies, folly, and impertinence, which ther offer to the 
world as genuine from the planets, tho'they defeend 
ff om no greater a height than their own brains. 

I intend in a fhorttime to pobh'lh a large and radooal 
defence of this art, and therefore (hall £iy no more lA 
its juAification at prefent, than that it hath been in aS 
ages defended by many learned men, and among the reft 
by Socratefi himfelf, whom 1 look upon as undoubtedlv 
the wifeft of nninfpired mortals ; to which if weftlo, 
that thofe who have condemned this art» tho' odierwife 
learned, having been fuch as either did not apply their 
ftudies this way, or at leaft did not facceed in their ap- 
plications ; their te^mony will not be of much weight ft> 
its difadvantage, fince they are liaUe to the comnaoaob* 
jedion of condemning what they did not underftand. 

Nor am I at all offended, or do I think it an injury to 
the art, when I fee the common dealers in it, ihcflm/entt 
in afiro/ogy, the philomathsy and the reft of that tribe» 
treated by wife men with the utmoft fcom and contempt; 
but I rather wonder when I obferve gentlemen in the 
country rich enough to ierve the nation in parliament, 
poring in Partridge's almanack to find out the events of 
the year at home and abroad ; not daring to propofe a 
hunting match, till Gadbury or he have Axed the 
weather. 

I will allow either of the two I have mentioned, or any 
other of the fraternity, to be not only aftrologeit, but 
conjurers too, if I do not produce a hundred inftapces in 

all 

roint wor(h obferving. that upon all occafions Dr. SwtA remem- 
ers the fanatical party ; neither would he ^low a poor cobler, 
(brmonger, and quack to go out of the world, untu upon hit 
deathbed he had declared h\m(elf a nonconformiit^ and bad a &oa- 
tic preacher to be his CpviVtwA ^v^^. &-v)\Ji. 
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all their almanacks to ccHivince any reafbnable matt, that ' 
they do not fo mach as onderftand common grammar and 
fyntax ; that they are not able to fpell any word out of 
the ofual road, nor even in their preHices to write com- 
mon fcnfeor intelligible Engliih. Then for their obfer- 
vations and predictions, diey ace fach as will equally fuit ' 
any age or country in the world. Tins month a certmn 
great per/on nvili be threatened *uith death or fickne/s. This 
the news- papers will tell them ; for there we find at the - 
end of the year, that no month pafles without the death . 
of fome perfon of note ; and it would be hard, if it 
ihould be otherwiie, when there are at leafl two thouiand. 
peHbns of note in this kingdom, many of them old, and 
the almanack-maker has the liberty of chufing die ficklieft . 
leafbn of the year, where he may fix his predidion. 
Again, this month an eminent clergyman njcill be frefei-red % 
of which there may be fbme hundreds, half of them . 
with one foot in the grave. . Then^ Juch a planet in Juch 
m houfe flbe^Ms great machinations ^ plots and con/piraciesy thai 
may in time be brought to light: after which, if we hear- 
of any difcovery, the aihx>loger gets the honour ; if 
not, his predi^on flill fiands good. And at lafl, God 
prtfer'ue King William from ail his open and fecret enemies^ 
eimen. When, if the King fhould happen to have 
died, the adrologer plainly foretold it ; otherwife it 
pa/Teth but for the pious ejaculation of a loyal fubjed ; 
tho' it unluckily happened in fome of their almanacks » 
#iat poor King William was prayed for many months 
tfter he was dead, becaufe it fell out, that he died about 
the beginning of the year. 

To mention no more of their impertinent predi£lions> 
what have we to do with their advertifements about pills 
and drink for the 'venereal difeafe f or their mutual quar- 
rels in vcnc and proie of Whig and Tory, wherewith 
the (lars have litde to do ? 

Having lone obferved and lamented thefe, and a hun- 
dred other abuws of this art too tedious to repeat, I re- 
iblved to proceed in a nev^ way, which i doubt not wilt 
be to the general fatisfaition of the kingdom. I can this 
year produce but a fpecimen of what I defign for the fo- 
tore ; having employed mod part of my time in adjuring 
and corrcdliog the calculations I made (bme years ipaih 
Cc 3 \js:<j^NkVi 
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becaufe I would offer nothing to the world, of which I 
am not as fully fatisHed, as that J am now alive. Foxt 
thcfe two bft ycar5 I have not failed, in above one or two- 
particulans, and thcfe of no very great moment. I er- 
a.illy foretold the mifcarriage at Toulon, with all its par- 
ticulars ; and the lofs of Admiral Shovel, tho' I was 
miftaken as to the day, pladng that accident about thir- 
ty {ix hours fooner than it happened ; but, upon review- 
ing my fchemes, I quickly found the caufe of that error. 
I likcwifi foretold the battle of Almanaa to the very dayi 
and hour, with the lofs on both iides, and the confequen- 
ces thereof. All which I (hewed to fome friends many 
months before they happened, that is, I gave them pa- 
pers fcaled up, to open at fuch a time^ after which they 
were at liberty to read them ; and there they found my 
predictions true in every artide,. except one or two very 
minute;. 

As for. the few following predi£Uons I now offer the 
world, 1 forebore to publifli them, till I had perufed the. 
feveral. almanacks for the year we are now entered upon^ 
I found them all in the ufoal ib:ain, and I beg the reader 
will compare their manner with mine :- and here I maket 
bold to tell the world, that I lay the whole credit of my 
art upon the truth of diefe pnedidtions ; and^I will be 
content, that Partridge, and* the reft, of his clan, may. 
hoot me for a cheat and impoilor, if I fail in any fingle 
particular of moment.. I believe, any man» who reads* 
this paper, will look upon me to be at leail a perfon o£ 
as much honedy and underftanding, as a commoam^en 
«f almanacks I do not lurk in the dark ; I am not 
wholly unkjMwn in the worid ; I have fet my name at 
length, to be a maHc of infamy to mankind, if they 
(hall find 1 deceive them. 

In one point I muil deiire to be forgiven, that I talk 
more fparingly of home affairs : as it would be imprui- 
dence to difcover fecrets of ftate,, fo it might be dange- 
rous to my perfon ; but in fmaller matters, and fuch as^ 
are not of public confequence, I ihaU> be very fi-ee ; and 
the troth of my conjie<^ures will as much appear, from^ 
fehefe as the other. As for the moil fignal events abroad 
in France^ Flanders, Italy and Spain, I fhall make noi 
icrajpie CD predict thtm.ut^lm.^rms : fome of them are: 



..^ ■vV.^.'mL/.L.. . .toh. >.•--. 
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' of hiipi>rtaticc, and I hope I {hall fclJom m\i!«k-e the day 
they will happen ; (litieforet I think gooJ tci inform the 
ufadi^r* thut 1 alt along make ufe of the ^/i/y?//f obfer- 
¥ed ill Ei)giai3tl, whkh I defirc he will compare wi^k 
that of ihe news papers, at the time tht^ relate the 
ai£liom I mendoiu 

J fduft add one word mote : I know ik hath ho^n t!ic 
opinicsu of fcver-al learned peribns,.wKo thnik w^ll enougE 
of the tmc art of allrolcgy, that the ftars do o^ly /jj^ 
f//«r^^ and not y&»Ytf the actions or wills of raen: and 
tlieicfofc, however I may proceed by right rtile^, yet I 
canuut ia prudence (o confidenrly afliire ike events wilU 
fdiow c^Ully as I predi£l them. 

1 hopel have maturely coitfiderecl thi^ ' "^ n, which 
»i fame ctifes is of mi Utde wei^hr. ' :h: a* 

Ban may, by the inSuence of aii over : jct, be 

liipQfed or inclined to luH, rngt?, or ',i.\ : yet by 

Eircc of reafoia overcome thai evil rati l;£ nee i and 
as ihtf cafe of Socrates' : but the great cvcnti of 
lel»orId oftially depending upon !>vmi>bers of mcrj, ir 
not be e.-ipeiied they ftiould all uniiii to crofs fhdr in- 
ris, for purfuinj^ a genera! liffign- ^ 't*y, 

auJly agree. Befides, the ioflatnct: irt 

ches to mmiy actions ami events, whkh Me tim *j.iy 
ray in the power of ceafon ; as iickncfs, death, and 
Ihat we coisQioiilycall aeddents^ with many iiif3if<^necd» 
to repeat 
But row h k tms to prMtfd eo my prcdifLoni, 
eh 1 have bcguii to c:^c«lac$ fn^ai ^c tirne thai thr 
rctttdltnto Aries. Arid this X take to he prnpetly the 
' >" ?he naforai year I pttrfuc ihrm to the 
It :ei*a Librai or fomewhat niorc, which iw 

tl*t */i*Y ^•wv^ii of the year* 71>c icm^inder I have not 

yet 



k »fey^«ffK»«n>0 Mug Iroof^ Ibj SocrvtriV rrhohri to €S* 

! thr h ihttt AiftlW, |»ratwii]f)«fd N«i. accorilHVf- 

I the mk 4^<miie, EnccmpcfBtc, ind li^iif •cm , ima 

wem^t (rota Inr tntch* Socrtfrt ^ir. 

' J<cbrti7|; rln« bli MCitr^ dHfK' ic- 

jbcJt beJofC if ««i ovfTClM bf the ^uiy ^ fhuci^f^/ 
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yet adjuftcd, apon account of {cvtnX impediments need- 
lefs here to mention : befides, I muil remind the reader 
again, that this is but a fpecimen of what I deHgn in 
fucceeding years to treat more at large, if i may have li- 
berty and encouragement. 

My firft predidion is but a trifle, yet I will mentioft 
it, to (hew how ignorant thofe fottifh pretenders to aftro- 
logy are in their own' concerns ; it relates to Partridge 
the almanack-maker : 1 have confulted the ftar of hu 
nativity by my own rules, and find he will in^ibly die 
upon the 29th of March next, about eleven at night, of 
a raging fever; therefore I advife him to confider of it, 
and fettle his affairs in time. - 

The month of April will be obfervable for the death 
of many great perfons. On the 4th will die the Cardinal 
de Noailles, Archbiihop of Paris : on the i ith the young 
Prince of Afturias, fon to the Duke of Anjou : on the 
14th, a great Peer of this realm will die at his comitiY- 
houfe: on the 19th an old layman of great fame for 
learning : and on the 23d an eminent goldfrnith in Lom- 
bard -flreet. I could mention others, both at home and 
abroad, if I did not confider fuch events of very little ofe 
or inftruflion to the reader, or to the world. 

As to public affairs : on the 7th of this month there 
will be an infurredtion in Dauphine, occafioned by the 
eppreffions of the people, which will not be quieted in 
ibme months. 

On the 15 th will be a violent fform on the iboth-eaft 
coaff of France, which will deffroy many of their ihipS| 
and fome in the very harbour. 

The 19th will be famous for the revolt of a whole* 
province or kingdom, excepting one city, by which the 
affairs of a certain prince in the alliance will take a bet- 
ter face. 

May, againft common conje6hires, will be no very 
bufy month in Europe, but very iignal for the death of 
the Dauphin, which will happen on the 7th, after a ihort 
fit of ficknefs, and grievous torments with the ftrangu* 
ry. He dies lefs lamented by the court than the king- 
dom. 

On the 9th a marefchal of France will break, his leg 

by 







y a tail from hh horfe* I have ndt been abk to dlfco- 
yef whciW he will tiicn dk m noi* 

Om the 1 1 til wiO be|in a moll import«ftt (lege, which 
the eyes of all Europe will be upon : I cannot be more 
paniculir ; for, in rdadiig affairs ibai Co nearly concern 
llie confidtr^Us^ and confetjuently this kingdom* i am 
forced toconJine myfelfj forfevei&l reafons very obvioii> 
to the reader. 

On the 1 fth news will arrive ofa vr^ % n:nt, 

than wiiich uothir^g could be mere unc . 

On the i9ih three noble Ladies of thi& kingdom wtO, 
aga'mll all irxpeOationj prove with child, to the great 
joy of theif hu (bands. 

On the 23d a fainoys buffoon of the pla^honfe wtU 
die a ridjculous deaths fuitable to his vocation. 

JwKE* This month will be diHinguiflied at home, bf 
die utter difpcrfmg of thofe ridiculous deluded enthiifialU» 
oomn^niy called the prophet* - occasioned chicily by 
feeing the time come, when many of their prophrciei^ 
Ihould be fui^lled, and then Ending themfckcs deceived 
by contrary events. Ji k indeed to be admired^ how 
cy deceiver can be fo weak to foretel thingi near at 
_ and, when a very few months muH of necefUty dtfcovcf 
the impotture to all the world ; in thii pomtldj prmdoit 
than com TO on al man ack-ni alters, who are fo wife wi 
wander in penerah, ain! ■ ' - ' ' iottflyi and karc to Ui« 
loader ihe Eufme fs of 11 : -. 

On ihe il^ uf thb montii, s rreneh General wtU bi 

ilkd by a randotn (knt of a cannon badl. 

Oh thfr ^'breakoiii- "" ' '"'ifiit 

[l^ycli f^ •' n ihou' 

10 be dtc - will happtii, i 

■C»f ^i Ell i ofthff follr»H 

Ow the iQih a ^rr.u b^tUe wll! willl 

bcfin at ffiur of tlic d^'>ck in th^ H'l 

(pineal I- inacy, but no vti 

ent, I ^ pliM^e* for die rrai« 

I bat %hr Icrj on itch left wing mi^ b« 

< 1 j .. r(Si ju&d bear the noiie of grnoi 

r « vifiory. 

Ok the t^ih ih«rc will be a h\tc report of ilic Frea 
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On the lotli Cardinal Portocarero will die ofadji 
tery, with great fufpicion of poifon j but the report - 
hi& intentbn to t^volt lo King Charfeiwill prove falfd 

JULV* The 6ik of this month a €ertmtt geutratitm _ 
by a glorious adbn* recover the reputation he bft b|f 
former misfarttiii^?» i ^ 

Ow the 1 2th a gn^t tpmmundir will die a prifoner 1 
tEe hands of his enemies* 

Gn the J 4th a fhameful difcovery will be tnadc oH 
French Jefuit, giving poifon to a great foreign genera 
and when he is put to the tortuje, he will make wonder- 
ful difcoveries. 

In Ihort this will prove a month of great aflioQi 
might have liberty to rdaie the patticulars. 

At home, the death of an old famotis fenator will hap- 
pen on the 15th at his coentry-houfe^ worn with age aod 
difeafes. 

But that which will make this month memor; ' 
all polknty, is the death of the French Kmg, Lev - 
fourteenth, after a week's fkknefs at IVIarh, which wiil 
happen on the 29th, about ^% oVlock in the evening. It 
leema to be an effedl of the gout in his ftomach. followed 
by a flux- And in three days after Monfieur Chamilla; ' 
will follow his mailer, dying fuddenly of an apoplcxy.j 

In this month likewife an ambailadOF will die 
London j burl cannot afiign the day, 

August. The affairs of France will feem to fufer no 
change for a while ondef the Duke of Burgundy's admi- 
Ditration ; but the genius that animated the whole i 
chine being gone, wtll be the caufe of mighty turns ; 
revolutions in the following year. The new King j 
yet little change either in the army or the miiitllrj/ 1 but 
the libels againft his grand-father, that ty about hi$ \ 
court, give him unealinefs. 

I fee an exprefs in mighty hafle, with joy a- * 
in his looks, arriving by break of day on the : _ 

month* having trav^elled in three days a pfodigiou:^ joumef 
by land and fea. In the evening 1 hear bells andgun^ 
and fee the blaadng of a thou fa nd boneJii^s. 

A young admiral of noble birth does Ilk f wife 
iponth gain immortal \\OTvo\ff ^ ^ ^at atchicvement 

Th£ affairs of t*Q\aud stie ^^ -^^^S^^^^^x^^ \^\^ 
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i^nilos reigns Kis pretenfions, which he liad agaii 
baken up fbr fome time : StantAaus is peaceably pofieired 
of tlie throne ; and the King of Sweden declares for the 
Emperor. 

I cannot omit one pat ticakr accident here at home; 
that near the end of this month much mifducf will be 
done ai Bardiolomew fair by the fall of a booth. 

September . This month begins with a ^ery furpnfmg 
£c of frofly weather, which will kft near twelve days- 

The Pope having long languiflied J aft month, the 
rwcllings in his legs breaking, and ihe Befli mortifying, 
will die on the nth inflant ; and in three weeks time, 
iifbera mighty cor^tell, be fucceedcdby a Cardinal of the 
imfmai fadion, but a native of Tofcany, who is now a* 
boiir fijcty one years old. 

The French army afts now wholly on the defenitve, 
ftiftnagly fortified in their trenches; and the young French 
King fends overt ares for a treaty of peace hy the Duke 
af Mantua; which » becaufe ii is a matter of ilate, diat 
concerns us here at home, I fh;dl fpeak no farther of, 
I ^all add but one prediction more, and that in myrti* 
~|CermSf which fhall be included in a verfe out of Virgil, 
fh€r mt joifi Ttibfs^ it alitra qu*^ fv^hai Arg^ 
^lieBss berms, 

I'pOK the 2.5ih day of this month, the fulfilling of this 
l^lioQ will be mantfeit to every body. 
rHis is the farlhell I have proceeded in my calculati* 
Bs for the prefent year, I do not pretend, thai thefe 
^jS all the great events which will happen in this period, 

II that thofe I have fet down will infaUibly come to pafs. 
bill perhaps ilili be objef^ed, why J have not i|3oke 
Ee panktilaHy of affairs ai home> or of the fuccefb. of 
p aimjcs abroad, which I might, and could vtty laigely 
ve done ; but ^hofe in power have wifely difcouraged 
ta^n from meddling in public concerns, and I was rcfolvcd 
by no means to give the leafi offence. This f will ven* 
ture to fay, that it will be a glorious campaign for the 
allies, wheieio the Englifh forces both by fea and land, 
have thcif MX il^are of honour t that her Majeil>^ 
en Anne will coiitinue in he?ilih and profperity : and 
no ill accident will ajrivc to asvy m \V^ <k\^ m\- 



itt 



PREDICTIONS roE 



On the 20th Cardinal Portocarero will die of a if Ik 
tery, whh great fufpicion of poifon ; btic the rcportl 
kjs mtenti&n ta revolt to King Cbarkiwill prove faliel 

Jtri-V. The 6th of ihis month a teriain getttrai ^t 
by a glorious adiofi, recover the reputation he loHf 
former mlsfortanes. 

Cm the i ^th a gnat tommandtr will dk a prifomx iff" 
the hands of his enemies. 

On the 14th a fhameful difcovery will be made of a 
French Jefnit, giving poifoa to a great foreign genertS; 
snd when he is put to the torture, he will make wondcf* 
fd difcoveries. 

In (hort this will prove a month of great a£lion, 
might have Jiberty to relate the particulars. 

At home^ the death of an old ikmous fenator will h| 
pen oa the I5lh at his cotin try-hog fe^ worn with- age ! 
difeafes. 

But that which wilt make this month memorable 
til pofterity, \s the death of the French Khjg, Lemit i 
fourteenth, after a week's ficknefi at Marli, which il 
happen on the ^^ih. abopt fix-o^clock in the evenipg 
feems to be an effect of die gont in his ftomacht folio 
by a flux* And in three days after Monfieur Chan ' 
^1 ibllow his mailer, dying fuddenly of an apoplejcyj 

Iw this month like wife an ambaJIado^ wiU die * 
London ^ but I cannot aMgn rhe day. 

August* The affairs of France will fcem to fttffer m 
change for a while tinder the Duke of Burgmtidy's adtui* 
niftiatjon ; but the gemms that animated the whole ma* 
chine being gone, will be the caafe of might>* lutni and 
revolutions in the following year. The new Kbg Wifccir 
yet little change either i:> the army or the mini^l^^^H 
th6 libels ag;tinll his grand- father, that By abotst li^^^| 
court, give him uneafinefi . ' ^H 

J fee an exprefs in mighty ha^e, with joy ainl wdfi^| 
m his took$. arriviug by break of day on the i^th fi^(^| 
month, having travelled in three d ay 1 a prod ig bus joitn^l 
by land and fea. In the eversing I hear belk and gti^| 
find fee the blazing of a thoufand bone Ares. ^| 

. A young admiral of noble birth does llkewi^ ^H 
I JBOnth gain immomXVkOtvo\3Lt ^ ^ ^eu atchievemcitt^| 
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igmflm rffigns his pietcnfionst which he had agaia 
up for fome time : StaniJlaus Is peaceably poiTeired 
of the thfone ; and the King td Sweden declares for the 
Emperor* 

J cannot omit one particular accident here at home ; 
that near the cad of this month much mifdiicf will bo 
done ai Bartholomew fair by the fall of a booth, 

Septemb E H . This month begins with a very furpriling 
£t of frofty weather, which will Jaft near twelve days* 

The Pope having long languifhed 3all month, the 
fwelllngs in hts legs breaking, and the fiefh mortifying, 
will die on the uch inftant j and in three weeks time, 
after a mJghiy contell, be fucceeded by a Cardinal of the 
imperial fadion> but a native of Tufcauy, who is now a- 
bout fixty one years old. 

1'he French army afts now wholly on the defenfiw* 
ilrongly fortified in their trenches; and the young French 
""Ing fends overtures for a ueaty of peace by the Dtike 
Mantua; which, becaufe it '\$ a matter of iVate, that 
incerns ysherc at home* 1 lihall fpeak no farther of* 
I fliall add but one prediction more, and that in myili* 
terms, which fhail be ineladed in a verfe out of Virgil, 
v///lT irk Jam TtihfSj ti al/era fit^ njibaS Arg9 
DiieSQS hermi. 

Upon the 15 th day of this month, the fuMing of this 

■edi£tion will be manifert to every body. 

This is the farihell I have proceeded in my calctilati* 

ons for the prefent year. I do not pretend, that thefe 

ire all the great events which will happen in this period, 

but that thofc J have fetdown will infallibly come to pafs* 

will perhaps Hill be obje£ied, why I have not fpoke 

ore parti culai=ly of affairs at home, or of the fuccefs of 

armies abroad* which I might, and could very largely 

ve done ; but thofe in power have wifely difcouraged 

from meddling in pyblic concern s^ and! was rcfolvcd 

no means to give the kail offence. This £ will ven- 

to ^^Yr that It will be a glorious campaign for the 

IB, wherein the Englifh forces both by fea and land, 

have tbeir fnll (hare of honour : that her Majcily 

n Anne will continue in health and profperity : and 

no '^ acddem will arrivie to auy m i\i^ 0^^ mv- 
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Oh the toth Canlinal Ponocarcro will die of a dyfei^ 
lerf , with great fufpicion of poifon i but die report of 
lib intenibn W revolt to King Chafleu will prove lalie- 

JiTLV* * The 6^ of this month a firfai^ ge/rir^/ wUl, 
by a gbrious a^bn, fecover cbe reputation he loil by 
Ibrmer imsfortune!. 

On ihe 1 2th a greai iomwrnn^tr will die a pnfonef in 
the binds of his enemies. 

Ow the 14th a fhamcful difcovery will be made of a 
French Jeftjit, givirsg poxfoji to a great foreign genera) \ 
4iid when he u put to the torture, be will maJee wonder- 
M difcovertes, 

Ik fhon this will prore a moiith of great ^ion, if! 
aiigjit have liberty to relale the particulars^ 

At home, the death of an old iamous fenator will hap 
pen on the 15 th at his coiintrjr-houfe^ worn with age and 
difeafei. 

But that which will mike this month mcraoraWf rn 
yi pnllenty, is the death of the French King, Lewis the 
fenrteenth, after ;i week** fjcknefs at Ntarli, which will 
Happen on the 29th, about fix^ o'clock in the evcning^ Ir 
feema to be an efFefl of tbe gont in his ftomach, fci! 
by a ii3X. And in three days after Mor^iicnr Cbaui : u 
w^ follow hi J mailer » dying fuddenly of an apoplexy. 

Jw ihi5 immth likewife an ambafiador^ will die ill 
London % but I cannot aMgn the day. 

AuctisT, The aitairs of France will feem to foffer no 
change for a while under the Dtike of Burgundy^s adnii* 
niib-atinn ; but the genius that animated the whole ma* 
chine being gone, will be the caafe of mighty turns and 
fevolutions in the following year. The new King maktf 
yet little change either in the army or the miuiilry ; but 
the libds againl^ his grand- father, that fiy about his rery 
court, give him uneafinefs. 

J fee an exprefs tn mighty hafle, with joy asd wondef 
in his looks, arriving by break of day on the 26th of thi^ 
month, having travelled in three days a prodigious journey 
by land and fei. In the evening I hear bells and gun^v 
ftnd fee the blazing of a thouCind bonefire^. 

A young admiral of noble birth does Hkewife thii 
Btonth gain immortal honour by a great ate hie vein en t, 

T6£ aSairs of FoUnd ate tliis month eBtirely fettled : 
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Atigttilus refigns liii preteniions, which he had ^g^iB 
uken up for fome time : SianiJlaus is penceably p«firiled 
of die throne ; and the King of Swod&n <lodarcA hi the 
Empemr- 

I cannot omit one particular accident licrc nt homt; i 
that near the end of this mofitK much mifthicf will be 
done at Bartholoniew faif by the fall of a booth* 

Seftemier* Thh month begins with a veiy furprifing 
it of frofty weather, which will Ufl near twelve dayj* 

The Pope having long languished h\\ month, the 
fwdlitip ift his Jfgs brcakinrgt and the ilc{l^ ;;, 

will die on the u^ inJbnt j and in three u r, 

after a mighty conreft, be fucceedcd by a Cariiinai ot the 
tmffriaJ fadlion, bat a native of Tufeanyi who i) now a^ 
boot Bxtj^ mt€ years old* 

Tmm Ff^sdi anay bB* now wholly on the deftnfive^ 
^trotigly faf^ied m thar trcnche^t and the youtig French 
Ksttg leodi oircmtnes for a u<aty of peace b^ tSe Duke 
•TMamita; wlikii, becaitfe it rf a niauer of fhis^ tint 
coocerm tsslkciett liQi»e« 1 Aki^ fpeak oo £mlicr of* 

I ihall add h«t aae mdjfiiM oaare* ao^ dtac in ntyit- 
cal tanu, wfckfa 5tifl W ii>ria<Wid k a rcriSg oai of V tfpl» 

^rr ^Ij4m Titbit it oki^a fits miJ^ Af^ 

^^^b eke axdi a^ (/t^ JM»tK die Uflfint aril 

Tun ti^ ^m iMbci 1 hipc pmrftdbfl k ay < 
ooo lor ibe iwctar yet* f ^noc giirirart, d 
air aiQ the fraa^cneoto nilikii iriE hafum m Hm pwiwi^ 

Itm^per^p^ikiSbrU^rdi^, w«iyir ^^^ 

<if«fiar>jiif 
lj 

g«fc t^frfi* 1^ i^ n^ ke a l^krivii^ fjtsifsii^i lor \ 







Ame »iti bwfiitii 



IT j£ miU m m pttrt^m^ fJtmsiBi for mm 

Ml ioie (/ W-r^ur i CMC liT/ t^MtS^ 
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314 PREDICTIONS, (^c 

As to the particular events I have mentioned^ the rea- 
ders may judge by the fulfilling of them, whether I am 
on the level with common aftrok>gers ; who, with an old 
paultry cant, and a few pothooks for planets, to amoTe 
the vulgar, have, in my opinion, too long been fufiered 
to abufe the world ; but an honeft phyiidan ought not to 
be defpifed, becaufe there are fuch things as mountebanks. 
I hope I have fbme (hare of reputation, which I would 
not willingly forfeit for a frolic or humour: and I believe 
BO gentleman, who reads this paper, will look upon it 
to be of the fame caft or mould with the common 
fcribbles that are every day hawked about. My fortune 
hath placed me above the little regard of writing for a 
few pence, which I neither value or want : therefore let 
not wife men too haftily condemn this eflay, intended for 
a good defign, to cultivate and improve an ancient art^ 
long in difgrace by having fallen into mean nnfkilful hands. 
A little time will determine whether I have deceived o- 
thers or myfelf : and I think it is no very unreafonable 
requeft, that men would pleafe to fufpend their judgments 
till then. I was once of the opinion with thofe wno de- 
fpife all predidions from the ftars, till in the year i686, 
a man of quality fhewed me, written in his Album *> 
that the moil learned aftronomer. Captain Halley, affured 
him, he would never believe any thing of the (hu^ in- 
fluence, if there were not a great revolution in England 
in the year x688. Since that time I began to have other 
thoughts, and after eighteen years diligent fludy and ap- 
plication, I think 1 have no reafon to repent of my pains. 
I ihall detain the reader no longer, than to let him know, 
that the account I defign to give of next year's events, 
fhall take in the principal affairs tliat happen in Europe ; 
and if I be denied the liberty of offering it to my own 
country, I fliall appeal to the learned world, by publiih- 
ing it in Latin, and giving order to have it printed in 
Holland. 

THE 

• Album, is the name of a paper book, in which it was ufiial 
for a man's friends to write down a (cntence with their names to 
keep them in his remembrance. It is (till common in ibme of 

the foreign uuvcrfities. Haivkcf, 
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''irft of MrBiCKEiLSTAFF's Predictions j 

B<rmg an Account of the Death of Mr PARTni>«t% 
the AiMAj^ACK-MAKta^p upon the z^di mHant f. 

In a Iictter to a Po-fon of Honour » 
[Wdttettin the j^ear 1708 J 

My li o h Oj 

IN obedicBce to your Lordfhip** comman«!s m wtrW Ai 
to fatisfy my own curiofity. 1 hav^ vi 

pafl inquired CO nilantly after Partridge r i- 

feer, of whom k was fDretold in Mr Bicf ri- 

otinif pdbliilied about a month ago, diai i iic 

^9th iDllatit about eleven at night of a raging Icv^r, I 
had fame fort of knowledge of him when 1 was cm ployed 
in the revenue* becaufe he tifed every yeaj- to prefent me 
with his dmanaclc^ a« he did other ecntleineni upon the 
fcore of fomc little gratyity wc gaveliim. I faw him ac- 
cidentally once or twice about ten days before he died, 
and obfervcd he began very much to dioopand lan^tjiih, 
tho* 1 hear hi& friends did not fcem to apprehend him to 
mny danger* Abotit two or three days ago he grew i% 
nvaa confined €r(l to hi<i chamber, and in n few h^mt after 
10 his bed, where Dr- Cafe and Mrs, Kirleus i were fent 
for to vifttand to prefcribe to him. Upon ' tli* 

gence I fent thrice every day one fervant or ,1. 

nfter his health i and )'c(lcrday» ^1' 

I'DOt worti was brought me, tl 
pci; upon which 1 prevailed with ro) 

f Set in dcjjy on tht fuppofed dritlt ^t Thmiiii 

I Two Ij^nouA ^u.>cki tkt thil tunc. 
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hici, partly out of commireratioiiy and I con((!fs, pariily 
out of curiofity. He knew me very well. Teemed furprized 
at my condefcenfion, and made me compliments upon it, 
as well a9 he could in the condition he was. The people 
about him (aid, he had been for fome time delirioos; but 
when I faw him, he had his underftanding as well asevef 
I knew, and fpoke ftrong and hearty, without any 
fceming uneafmefs or condraint. After I had told him 
how forry I was to fee him in thofe melancholy circum- 
fiances, and {aid fome other civilities, fuitable to the oc- 
cafion, I dcfired him to tell me freely and ingenuonily, 
whether the predi£lions Mr BickerilafF had publifhed re- 
lating to hi^ death, had ntrt too much afiedted and work- 
ed on his imagination. He confefled he had often had 
it in his head, but never with much appreheniion, till 
about a fortnight before ; fince which time it had the 
perpetual pofFeilion of his mind and thoughts, and he did 
verily believe was the true natural caufe of his prefent 
diflcniper : for, faid he, I am thoroughly perfuaded, and 
I think 1 have very good reafons, that Mr Bickerflaff 
fpoke altogether by guefs, and knew no more what mil 
happen this year, than I did myfelf. I told him his dif- 
courfe furprized me ; and I would be glad, he were in a 
flate of health to be able to tell me wl^t reafon he had 
to be convinced of Mr BickerftafTs ignorance. He re- 
plied, I am a poor ignorant fellow, bred to Ti onean 
trade, yet I have fen'fe enough to *know, that all pre- 
tences of foretelling by afbology are deceits, for this 
manifcfl reafon, becaufe the wife and the learned, who 
can only judge whether there be any truth in this fdence, 
do all unanimouily agree to laugh at and defpife it, and 
jione but the poor ignorant vulgar give it any credit, 
and that only upon the word of fuch iilly wretches as I 
and my fellows, who can hardly write or read. I then 
afked him, why he had not calculated his own nativity, 
to fee wlicthcr it agreed with BickerflafF's predidUon ? 
at which he fliook his head, and faid, ohl Sir, this is 
no time for jelling, but for repenting thofe fooleries, 
as I do now from the very bottom of my heart. By 
what I can gather from you, faid I, the obfcrvations 
and predidions you printed with your almanacks, were 
mere impofitions on the people. He replied, if it were 

Qthenvife, 
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hcrwifcj I fbould have iht lefs to anfwer for. We 
ave a comtnon ihrm for all thofe things : as to forc^ 
ilhng the wcacher, wt oe^^er meddle with that* budcavr 
. tu the pnrtjcr, who takes it out of any old almanack as 
thinks fit : the reft was my own invendon to make my 
aanack fell, having a wife to maintain, and no other way 
get my bread ; for mending old (hoes is a poor L'veli- 
' ; and (added He, figh'tng) 1 wifli 1 may not have 
lone more mifchief by my phyfic than my aitrology i 
iho* T had fome good receipts from my grandmoiEcr, 
pd my own compofitioms wcm fuchj ae 1 moughi could 
^ Icail do no hurt. 
i had fome other djfcourfe with him, which now I 
nnot c^^ll to mind i and I fear 1 have already tired yoitr 
^^rd^iR J (liail only add one cjrcttmflancej thai on 
h death bed he declared himfeff a nonconfofinril, and 
ftd a fanatic pt ' ribehis fpirifusil giiide* After 
Jf an hour's c. iti I took my leave, being almotl 

BUcd by the clofciKl^ of the room* 1 imagined he eonld 
not bold ont long, and therefore withdrew to a little 
ftffce-houfc hard 'by, leaving a fervant at the honfe witii 
ien to come tmmedNurly, !*iid tell me, «s near as he 
aid, the mintitr when Fat-tTidge fhonlcf expire^ whicJi 
1 not aboire two honn after ; when looking upon my 
%ich, I ibund it to be above fiw minuter after feven ; 
v^hkh h h clear th^i Mr RickerftalF was- mitUken al* 



fjon. In the other circum- 

P,,»f w-'hi^therhe hath not 

I , m well as the 

.,,., v.,i.,uted. However, 

rr \% tKM enough, whcihcf 

,t for it by chance, or the 

own part, tho* I bcHcve r^n 

* I rhAli wait with 

expc^tton, the 
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Eaftridge. I mufl o^n 1 ftiow: <^d» aJi4 

ar a lo(% and &pii|d lnlalUbly cx^^c^^l 1L4; Mcamjpliilunieiit 



loft foiif hours in i.: 
ancea he wo> exa^i 
ten the c:iufcof t^ 
irediOor, t" -^ ^-^ - 
^muli be 
pfe fhouid 

a^ofir 

thath 
fimp 



Cardi 

ind if iri3t llK)yM be 



Of^ liicfcfl. 



4 



Squire BICKER STAFF deteaed; 

o n 
The Astrological Impostoh conviSedf. 

By John Pa&tkidgb» Student in Pbyfic and Ailrologjr. 



IT ifl hard, my dear countrymen of thefe united nttions» 
it is very hard> that a Briton bom, a proteflant afiit>> 
loger, a man of revolution principles^ an aflerter of the 
li^rty and property of the people, ihould ciy oot in vain 
for juflice againft a Frenchman, a papift, and an illiterate 
pretender to fcience, that would blaH my reputation^ 
mod inhumanly bury me alive, and defraod my native 
country of thoie fervKes, which, in my doable capacity^ 
I daily ofFer the public. 

What great provocations I have received, let the im- 
partial reader judge, and how unwillinelv, even in my 
own defence, I now enter the liilsagainft falfehood, igtto» 
ranee and envy : but I am exafperated, at length, to drag 
out this Cacus % from the den of obfcnrity wheie he 
lurks, deted him by the light of thofe ftars he has fo im- 
pudently traduced, and fhew there is not a monfterm 
the ikies (b pernicious and malevolent to mankind, as an 
ignorant pretender to phytic and aftrology. I fliall not 
dire£Uy fell on the many grofe errors, nor expofe the 
notorious abfurdities of this proftituted libeller, till I 

have 

f Tills piece being on the fame fubjed, and vety rare^ wc hav» 
thought fit to add It, tho' not written by the &me hand. 

N, B. In the Dublin edition it is faid to be written by the 

late Nicholas Rowc Efq; which is a miflake : for the Reverend 
Dr. Yalden preacher of Bridewell. Mr Partridge's near ne^bgor* 
drew it up for him. Haivkef. 

t A thief feized in \ cavctci by Hercules. 




■ ICKERSTAFF DETECTED: j^ 

liflve let tli« IcNinied world Mrly into the controv^iriy dc- 

■ ' * V the itnprejudkeil lo judge of tke 

"■'•■ ■ 'iicn 

^ . ^ , ... ■■ ■■ :-i. 

. Sl^^* Sy likuc EickcfiUii, £y^ ;- — ^dmongfl 

arrocant dFc-rtioDs laid down by that lying f|W* 

pleated to pitch oir the Cardi rial 

. \ iimon^ many ether cmineftt and 

iUttlbriou3 peribns* that wei c : tlie compafi 

f ihc ctifuing year i and pt:. ^ :. ihc momht 

, and hour of oiu* deaths: this, I thmk, nift>nmg 

great men, and public fpirib, to tlie icandaj of re- 

iofjt and reproach of power ; and if fovercign prince*. 

d if^l^itr,rr-*r5 juuji luake diverfion for th€ vulgar^— 

h) vcl, fay f t to alt govcrnnwsitSj cccknaJli- 

1 ^iv^ un ,u But, I thank my better (lars, I am alive 

confront this falfe and audacious predictor, and t6- 

ake him me the hour he ever affronted a mun of fclence^ 

and rLkninjeni. The Cardinal m^y uke what jnc.ifurct* 

with hiro ; as his excellency is a ftjreigncj", 

jfl\ he has no rcafon to rdy on ritt fur Im juiU- 

^uon ; 1 )>iall only aiTure the world he b alive-^^b*it 

he was bred ta letters, and b msifterof a pen* lei 

in hi* own defence In ^e mean time, I iliall 

• 'f public with a t^ithfti! narnntW'e of thr yngc- 
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A true %nd imparttal accotmt of the procretJingi <rf 
ISAAC BICKERSTAFF,Er^l agamftmi^ 

^ HE zRthof March, «»»«' Dvm. i-?o3. being the 

tern more than ufuat* pre^iolfd on me to r.ike 
vhiU to CWext l^ir a tuld t at»d, between tbe boMi^ , 
ipbt aoii nitje, to gt^ to bed : the niaid^ m 
rwttmtskf ifty bcd^ with « cunoiity aatur4 Id |f 
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wenches, runs to the window, and aiks of one paffing the 
llreet, who the bell tolled For ? Dr Partridge, iays he, the 
famous almanack- maker, who died fuddenly this even- 
ing : the poor girl provoked told him, he lyed like a ra- 
fcal ; the other very fedately replied, the fexton had fo 
informed him, and, if falfe, he was to blame for impofing 
upon a ilranger. She afked a fecond, and a third, a» 
they pafled, and every one was in the fame tone. Now^ 
I do not fay thefe are accomplices to a certain aflrologi- 
cal *iquire, and that one Bickerftaff might be fauntring 
thereabouts ; becaufe 1 will aflert nothing heie, but what 
I dare attefl, for plain matter of fadl. My wife at this 
fell into a violent difbrder ; and I muft own I was a lit- 
tle difcompofed at the oddnefs of the accident* In the 
mean time one knocks at my door ; Betty runs down» 
and opening, finds a fober grave perfon, who modeflly 
inquires, if this was Dr Partridge's ? fhe taking him fbo* 
fomc cautious city patient, that came at that time for 
privacy, (hews liim into the dining-room. As foon as 
J could compofe myiclf, I went to him, and was fur* 
prized to find my gentleman mounted on a table with a 
two foot rule in his hand, meafaring my walls, and ta- 
king the dimenfions of the room. Pray, Sir, (ays I, not 
to interrupt you, have you any buiinefs with me ? only. 
Sir, replies he, ord^ the girl to bring me a better 
light, for this is but a w^ry dim one. Sir, fays I, my 
name is Partridge : oh 1 the doctor's brother, belike, 
cries he ; the Hair cafe, 1 believe,, and thefe two apart- 
ments hung in clofe mourning, will be fufficient, and on- 
ly a ftrip of bays round the other rooms. The doAor 
mufl needs die rich, he had great dealings in his way for 
many years ; if he had no family- coat, you had as good 
ufe the efcutcheous of the company, they are as fhowiih, 
and will look as magnificent as if he was defcended from 
the blood royal. With that I afTumed a greater air of 
authority, and demanded who employed him, or how he 
came there ? Why, 1 was fent, Sir, by the company of 
tinder takers, fays he, and they were employed by the 
honeft gentleman, who is executor to the good doftor 
departed ; and oar rafcally porter, I believe, is fallen ij^ 
a/leep with the black cloth and fconces, or he had been 
here, and we might have beeA tacking up by this time. 

Slit 
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Sir, fays I, pray be advifed by a friend, and make, the 
heft of your fpeed out of my doors, ibs I hear my wife's 
voice, (which by the by is pretty diiHngoifhable) and in 
that corner of the room ftaiids a good cudgel, which 
ibmebody has felt before now; if that light in her hands» 
and fhe know the bufinefs you come about» without con- 
fulting the liars, I can affure you it will be employed ve^- 
ry much to the detnment of your peribn. Sir, cries he-, 
lx)wing with great civility, I perceive extreme grief, for 
the lofs of &£ dodlor diforders you a little at prefent, 
but early in the morning I will wait on you with all ne- 
creflary materials. Now T mention no Mr Bicker Aaff; 
nor do I iay, that a certain flar-gazing 'fquire has been 
playing my executor before his time -, but I leave the 
world to judge, and he that puts things and things fairly 
together, will not be much wide of the mark. 

Well, once more I got my doors clofttl, and prepared 
for bed, in hopes of a little repofe after fo many ruffling 
adventures ; jufl as I was putting out my light in order to 
it, another bounces as hard as he can knock ; I open the 
window, and afk who is there, and what he wants ; I 
am Ned the Sexton, replies he, and come to know whe- 
ther the do6lor left aav orders for a funeral fermon, and 
where he is to be laid, and whether hb grave is to be 
plain or bricked ? Why, firrah, fays I, you know me 
well enough; you know I am not dead, and how dare 
you affront me after this manner ? Alack-a-day, Sir, re- 

Elies the fellow, why it is in print, and the whc^e towa 
nows you are dead; why, there is Mr White, the join- 
er is but fitting fcrews to >our coffin, he will be here with 
it in an tnfhmt : he was afraid you would have wanted it 
before this tinac. Sirrah, firrah, fays I, you f^lall know 
Co-morrow to your coll, that 1 am alive, and alive like to 
be. Why, it ib llrange, Sii, fayshcr. you (ho u Id make 
fuch a fecret of your death to us rii^at are your ne.^h* 
bours ; it looks a& if you had a iii-fi«ni to dcfrsiid the 
church of its dues; and let itu: u !] you, for 'i*- tint has 
lived fo?ong by thelieiveij^, that r, unhai 'IT'iiim'^ /Ion'*. 
Hill, hifl, fays ancMhe-r rogue iha* llo<;d }>y Imii , i v.iy, 
doflor. into your flannel ^'car us iuik a^ ytni '.an, for f.rre 
is a whole pack of difmaU coming to y'U wjth that 
black equipage, and how indcceut will it look for yo«i to 
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(land frighteDing folks at yoor window, when you fhould 
have been in your cofiin this three hours ? in ihort, what 
with undertakers, imbalroers, joiners, fextons, and your 
damned elegy-hawkers upon a late i)ra6titioner in phyfic 
and allrology, I got not one wink of deep that night, not 
fcarce a moment's reft ever fince. Now I doubt not. bat 
this villainous '{quire has the impudence to aflert, that 
thefe are entirely fb*angers to him; he, good man, knows 
nothing of the matter, and honeft Ifaac Bickerfiaff, I war* 
rant you, is more a man of honour, than to be an accom- 
plice with a pack of rafcals, that walk the (beets on nights,, 
and diilurb good people in their beds ; but he is out, if 
he thinks the whole world is blind ; for there is one John 
Partridge can fmell a knave as far as Grubftreet, — al- 
tho' he lies in the moil exalted garret, and writes him- 
felf Tquire : — but I will keep my temper, and proceed in 
the narration. 

I could cot flir out of doors for the fpace of three 
Vionths after this, but prefently one comes up to me in 
the flreet ; Mr Partridge, that cofEn you was laft buried 
in, I have not been yet paid for : dodlor, cries another, 
dog, how do you diink people can live by making of 
graves for nothing ? next time you die, you may eve«. 
toll out the bell yourfelf for Ned. A third rogue tips 
me by the elbow, and wonders, how I have the confci- 
cnce to fneak abroad without paying my funeral expen- 
ces. Lord, fays one, I durfl have fwore that was honeft. 
Dr Partridge, my old friend ; but, poor man, he is gone. 
I beg your pardon, fays another, yoo look Co like my old: 
acquaintance, that I u&d to coniult on fbme private oc* 
canons ; but, alack» he is gone the way of all fiefh.-^— - 
Look, look, look, cries a third, after a competent fpice 
of flaring at me, would not one think our neighbour the 
almanack-makcr was crept out of his grave to- take the 
other peep at the (lars in this world, and fliew how much 
he is improved in fortune •telling by having taken a jour* 
ney to the other ? 

Nay, the very reader of our pariffi. a good, fober. diP- 
erect perfon, has fent two or three times for me to come 
and be buried decently, or fend him fufhcient reaibns to 
the contrary, or, if I have been interred in any other 
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ilh, to produce mv certificate, as tlie u£i^ rcqiiirei. 

ly poor V. ''' 'liOil ran dillradcd with Wmg called 

tridow Pr;- rioi (he knows it is falfe ; and once a 

Icrm ilic is uteU into tlie coiiri to take out Icitcrs of ad» 

ujiniilratioft. But the greaietl grievance is, 3i piitti'y 

t|Uftck, that takes up my calling jnik under mr note, and 

in his printed dire^^ions with K\ B, — lays, he lives in 

"lie houfe of the bu :s Mr John Partridge, an c- 

linent pr^dltioner i. ., phyuc, and a!bology» 

But to fhew how far the wicked fpirk of envy, malictt 

and reftniment cm hurry fome men, my nnmelefs oM 

peHecutor had provided mc a tnoTHiment a' :ic* 

ffltter'v and would have erefled it in the p:.' .h^ 

id this piece of notorious and ejcpenfive vj ' 4* 

LialJy fuccecded^ if I had not yfed my utm... i::i.rcft 

with the veflry, where tt wm carried at bft but by tw© 

oices, thpf t im nl''^'* Th-:,T Oratagem feilTTir*. nut 

^med a I -cd with i. m:$, 

gUr,r\-- . ,.., i^-.L...t-., .aiii^ ..^-ll-tonS, Willi ».u r|-.L«.pf| 

CO rvriutn to abiife me, and my pf ok fiiont 

I if i h;iu ijtcu under giotmd r* f- 1 rnry yean. 

Ami/, after lUdi barbafoa^ ^i as this, can the 

fid bliinc m^: , v* f afV, wfvai is nccomcof the fre«^ 

5ra of an Er-r r and where is the liberty aft 4 



opcTty, that my (?hi ^hrmij fn 
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of the death and interment of John Partridge ; truth is 
bore down, atteilations negledted, theteftimony of fobtr 
perfbns defpifed, and a man is looked upon by his neigh- 
bours as if he had been (even years dead, and is buned 
alive in the midfl of his friends and acquaintance. 

Now can any man of common fenie think itconMent 
with the honour of my profeflion, and not much beneath 
the dignity of a philofophet, to ftand bawling before his 
own door ? — alive ! alive ho ! the famous Dr Partridge ! 
no counterfeit, but alive ! — as if I had. the twelve ce- 
leflial monilers of the xodiac to fliew within, or was fbr^ 
ced for a livelihood to turn setailer to May and Bartho- 
lomew fairs. Therefore, if her Majefty would but gra- 
cioufly be pleafed to think a bardihip of this nature wor- 
thy her royal confideration, and the next parliament, ia 
their great wif^cnn, caft'but an eye towaBOs the deplota- 
ble cafe of their old philomath^ that annually beftows his 
{oetical good wifhes on them, I am fure there is one I- 
mc BickerflafF, Efq; would foon be trn^ed up fiir hii 
Moody predidions> and putting good fubjeds in terror 
of their lives : and that henceforward to murder a man i^ 
way of prophecy >, and bury him in a pdnted letter^ ci- 
thtr to a Lord or Commoner, ihall a*lep;ally intitle hia 
to the prefent polTeflion of Tybum». as if hu^ sobbed oa 
the highway, or cut your throat in bedi. 

I (h^l demonlh^te to the judicious, that- Franco and 
Rome are ajt the bottom of this horrid confpiracy againft 
me ; and that Culprit afbreiaid is aPopifh emil&ry,. has 
■paid his vifits to St Germa,tns and i» now in the-mear 
fures of Lewis XIV. That in attempting my tepatatioDi 
there is a general ma/Tacre of learning oefigned in thefe 
lealms ; and thro' my fides there is a wound riven Cb all 
die PrQteftant almanack-makers in the univerfe. 

Vi'uat RiginM^ 



VINDICATION of Isaac Bickeh-^ 
sTAFF> Efqj againil what is objefted to 
lim by Mr PjiRTKiDE in his ahiianack 
*for the prefent year 1709. ^ 

By thefaid Isaac Bickerstaff, Efq; 

^H Written ia llie year 1 709. I 

MR Partridge hath been Utely ph^bd to treat mc 
after a very rough mannCf-» m fis^f ^hUh h ca/Ud^ 
bis aJmAnick for the prefent year : ftich dkgc h v^ry 
undecent from &ng gtntlemtm U oM^htr^ and doth uaiM 
at &U COiitribtite to the difcovery of truth, which ou^hlj 
to be the great end in all difptices of the icarmd, Td 
trail a man JuqI and 'uiUmtt^ Jtad trnpadeni /elh'D.-f oniy 
for differing from him in a point merely speculative, is, m 
my humble opinion, a very improper %k for a pcrfon of 
hi4 idutattan, I appeal to I he harn^d nvGr/d, whether 
in i»y lafl year's prediifltons i gave him the kail provo- 
csilion for fuch unworthy treiUment* Phibfophers have 
differed in all ages ; bm the difcrccteft among them have 
alwa)'s diifered as became phikfopher*. Scurrility and 
pafiion, in a controverfy among ftbt>/arjt ii juji fo much 
of nothing to the purpofe* and, at be ft, a ucit conffSoti 
of a weak caufe : my concern is not fo much for my own 
repmat ion, as that of the rf/'w/;//V fl/ /r//<ri, whicli Mr 
riiftridge hath emleavourfd to wound thro* my fides. 
If men of public fpirit mull be fupcrciliotifiy treated (or 

tir ingenious attempts, how will trtv -<- ►,,! <- - vicdac 
ever advanced? J wiJlr Mr I v ilir 

ughti, which '--■■:--'- - ,,♦.* iiTKMvcd of 

his nn^cneroiis p i t«ut I am too ten- 

der of his rcptn.ifi^jn vt juuiim th/.m m the ^ '^ 
'Iliat fpirit of envy and pride, which bUfli (n m^i 
ting gcniu4*:t hi n 
i.^j abroad : th^- 
■KvAnit/, wlicn 1 icii iiie i^^^c:, ih^i I lavt: .. 
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hundred honorary letters from feveral parts of Europe 
((bme as far as Mufcovy) in praxfe of my performance; 
befides feveral others, which, as I have been credibly in- 
formed, were opened in the poft-office, and never (ent 
me. It is true the inquifition in Portugal was* pleafed 
to burn my predi£ti9ns, and condemn the author and 
readers of them ; but I hope at the fame time, it will be 
confidered, in how deplorable a fbite learning lies at pre- 
fent in that kingdom ; and with the profoundeft veneiati- 
on for cro'wnedbiodjy I will prefume to add, that it a 
little concerned his Majefty of Portugal to interpoie kis 
authority in behalf of a fcholar and z gentUmanf the 
fubjedt of a nation, with which he is now in ^o ftriS aii 
alliance. But the other kingdoms and ilates of Europe 
had treated me with more candor and generofity. Ifl 
had leave to print the Latin letters tranfmitted to mc 
from foreign parts, they would fill a volume, and be a 
full defence againfl all that Mr Partridge, or his accom* 
plices of the Portugal inquifition^ will be ever able to ob- 
jedb ; who, by the way, are the only enemies my predi- 
ctions have ever met with at home or abroad. But I 
hope, I know better what is due to the honour of a /r«r«- 
td correfpondence in fb tender a point. Yet ibmeof 
thofe illufh-ious perfons will perhaps excufe me for tranA 
cribing a paifage or two in my vindication f. The moft 
learned Monfieur Leibnits thus addrefles to me his third 
letter: illuftrljjimo Bickerftaffio aftrologia infiaaraiorit 
isfc. Monfieur /e Clercy quoting my predictions in a trea- 
tife he publifhed lall year, is pleafed to (ay, ita mifir- 
rime Bickerjiaffius magnum iilud ^nglia Jidus, Ano- 
ther great profefibr writing of me, has thefe words : 
BickerfiaffiUiy nohilis Anglus^ aflrologorum bt^u/ci /a* 
cu/i facile princeps. Signior Magliabeccbif the great 
Duh^s famous library- keeper, (pends almoft his whole 
letter in compliments and praifes. It is true, the renown- 
ed profejfor of aflronomy at Utrecht feems to diflfer jfrom 

me 

* This is faft, as the author was aflurcd by Sir Paul Methn- 
cn, then ambafJador to that crown. 

f The quotations here inferted, are [in imitation of Dr Bent- 
ley, in feme part of the famous controverfy between him tod 
lilx Boyle, afterwards Earl of Orrery. 
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mc in one article j bat it ia after the Jiiodefl manneft ihai 
becomts a pHilofopher ; as pi)C£ t^nh miri dtxerim : and fra^t 
J5* he feems to lay the error upon the printer (as indeed 
n ought) and faySj ^ue/fbrjarf nrw typQgr&phij €um &liQqu'm 

_ If Mr Partridge had followed tliefe eicamptes in the 
COntroverry between os, he might have fpared me the 
trouble of j unifying eftyfelf in lo public a manner. I be* 
lieve no man k readier to own his errors than I, or more 
thankful to thofe, who will pleafe to inform him of them, 
Bot it feems this gentlemanj inSead of encouraging die 

Irogrefs of his own art, is plea fed to look tipon aU i^U 
;mpts of that kind as an inv-ifion of his province* He 
3th been indeed fo wife to make no objedjon -igainft tho 
'uth of my prediaioni^ except in one fin gk point ick- 
ng to hitnfetf : and to demonlkate how much men are 
h'ndcd by their own partidity, 1 do folemnfy affure the 
sader, that he is the only perfon from whom I ever 
heard that objedion offered ; \vh\di confideration aloor, 
1 thinkp will take off all its weight. 

With my utmoll etidavours l have not been able to 

ace above two ohjeLltc*n* ever made againU the truth of 

laft year's propht'ciei : the firft wai of a Frenchman^ 

o was plcafed to pwbUfh to the world, that tht Curdt^ 

ttai de Noailles ^wtn J! Hi ^/iiM, not*wtthfij^ttdinf th pre~ 

}ndtd frs^ph^ 9/ moffjtfur Biqucrflajfe t but how &r a 

VencKman, a papifi^ and an mfm)^ h to be believed in 

Is own caufc againft an Englifli prutcftimt^ who h irm 

7 tht gPVitnmeftt^ I lliall leave to the candid and impar* 

%al reader. i 

The other obje^ion St tha nnliappy necxfion of thfa 

ifcourfe, and rel;^' ' ni| 

hich foretold the nn 

arch $9- t;oil; fo- 

cely in the alman. r^nl 

car» and in thai it*<w;' <. r%~ 

4r^ 



prcfTioti) riA I hr^v^- 1' 
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am fenfible the eyes not only of England^ bat of all 
Europe, will be upon us ; and the learned in every coantiy 
will, I doubt not, take part on that fide, where they find 
mod appearance of reafon and truth. 

Without entering into criticifiiis oi cbr9n9Ugy about 
the hour of his death, I (hall only prove ^at Mr Partridge 
is not alive. And my firft argument is thus : above a 
t houfand gendemen having bought his almanacks for this 
year, merely to find what he laid againft me ; at every 
line they read, they would lift up their eyes, and cry on^ 
betwixt rage and laughter, they nuere Jure no man aim 
e^er ivrit fuch damned fiuff as this. Neither did I ever 
hear that opinion difputed : fo that Mr Partridge lies 
under a dilemma^ either of difowning his almanack, or al- 
lowing himfelf to be «9 man alive » But now if an ««>• 
formed carcafe walks flill about, and is pleafed to call itfelf 
Partridge, Mr BickerllafF does not think himfelf any way 
anfwerable for that. Neither liad the faid carcafe any 
right to beat the poor boy, who happened to pais by it 
in the ftreet, crying, A full and true account rf'Dx Par- 
tridgeV deaths &c. 

Secondly, Mr Partridge pretends to tell fortunes« 
and recover flolen goods ; which all the parifh fays, he 
nufl do by converfing with the devil and other evil 
fpirits : and no wife man will ever allow, he could con- 
verfe perfonally with either, till after he was dead. 

Thirdly, t will plainly prove him to be dead out of 
his own almanack for this year, and from the very paflage 
which he produceth to make us think him alive. He 
there fays. He is not only noiu alive, but <was alfo a&vi 
upon that njery zc^th (j/* March, nnhich I foretold be Jbmli 
die on : by this he declares his opinion, that a man may 
be alive now, who was not alive a twelvemonth ago. 
And indeed, there lies the fophiftry of his^gument. He 
dares not aflert, he was alive ever fince that 29th of 
March, but that he // no^ ali've, and loas fo on tbatday: 
I grant the latter; for he did not die till night, as appears 
by the printed account of his death, in a letter to a lord: 
and whether he be fince revived, I leave the world to 
judge. This indeed is perfeft cavilling, and I am 
a^amed to dwell any longer upon it. 

Fourthly, I will appeal to Mr Partridge himfelf, 

whether 





it be pfobable I could have been Co indifcreet, td 
_ n my preai£lbm with the tj^fy falQiood, that ever wai 
f mended to be in themi and this ia an affair a(home« 
where 1 had fo many opportunities lo be exa<5i ; and mull 
have gtvcn fuch advantages againfl me to a perTon of Mt 
Parrridge's wit and iearning, who, if Be coutd poflibly 
have raifed one fingle objedEon more againii the truth of 
y prt:>ph€Cje3, would hardly have fpared rae. 
Aun here I mofl take occafion to reprove ihc abovC' 
ntioned writer of the relation-of Mr Partridge's deathV 
a Uiitr ia a hfJ ; who was plea fed to tax me with a 
*3ke of fsar mh&U hurt m my calculation of ikat e- 
m, I muft confcfi. this ccnfure pronounced with m 
iij of cenaintyj in a matter that fo nearly concerned me', 
and by Agm^e judkims attthr^ moved me not •'i little* 
But iho' I wai at that time out of town, yet feveral of 
jny friends, wKofe curiofit^' had led them to be exactly 
informed (for as to my own part, having jxq dotibt at all 
in the matter, I never once thought of k) aiTurcd me, I 
computed to fome thing under half an hour i which (I 
fpenk my ptivate opinion) i? an error of no very gicat 
F that men (hokilJ raifea clamour about it. I 

_My- ■ liiy? it would not be amifsj if ihat author would 

ncefonh be more tender of other mens reputation as 
rll as his own, It is well there were no more milUkc* 
f thnt kind 9 if there had, I prefume he would have told 
f of titem witJi as liitle ceremony. 
There is one obje^ion againil Mr Partridge's death* 
^hich I hare fomeiimea met with, tho' indeed vtrf 
%ghx\y oJIVred, that he flill continues to write dmanacki^ 
'»t this vh no more than what is common to all of that 
rofci&on : Gadbary, poor Robin, Dove, Wing, and 
reral other$» do yearly publish their almana^kf« tha^ 
ircral of them have been dead fince befort ihc rr- 
^hiim. Now the nutyral rcafon of tlii« I take to be, ihut 
whcfcaa it is the privilege of other authors /* L*.t ofnr 
tir diaih% almanack -makers arc al'r : =:'..'■, becaufe 
^eir difftTtations treating only up!' 
ifi, become lifclefs as thofe go ott, 
'which* Umf^ whofe repftm they ni 
ie in revcriloo, to coubnue their workji altc 



&C& 



330 A VINDICATION, f^i. 

I (hoold not have given the public or myfelf the trou- 
ble of this vindication, if my name had not been made 
life of by ieveral ^tiSons, to whom I never lent it ; one 
fyf which, a few days ago, was pleafed to father on me a 
new fet of predictions. Bat I think theie are things too 
lerious to be trifled with. It grieved me to the hearti 
.when I (aw nay labours, which had coft me fi> mach 
thought and watching, bawled about by common hawk- 
en, which T only intended for the weigh^ confideration 
of the gravefl perfons. This prejudiced the worU fo 
jDudi at firft, that fcveral of my mends had the aflbrance 
to alk me, whether I were in jeft ? to which I onljr ui- 
fivered coldly, that the rvent laould Jhenv. But it is th(^ 
talent of our age and nation, to- turn things of the great- 
eft importance into ridicule. When the end of the year 
Ikad Vivified all my frtdi^ioHs^ out comes Mr Partridge's 
almanack, difputing the ppint of his death ; fo that I ani 
employed, like the generad who was forced to kill his c- 
nemies twice over, whom a necromanctr had raifed to life. 
If Mr Partridge hath pradifed the fame experiment upon 
himfelf, and be again alive, long may he continue fo ; 
that doth not in the lead contradia my veracity : but I 
think I have clearly proved, by invincihk demomfinOimi^ 
that he died at fartheft within half an hour of the time I. 
foretold, and not four hours iboner, as the aboye inca- 
tioned author, in his letter to a loi^, hath malvnooil^, 
fuggefted, with defign to blaft my credit by charging me 
with fo grois a miftake. 
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X AST ycarwa* pubUihecl a paper rf prec!i^iofi»» 
1_^ preteuded to be written by one IfiUic Bkkcrlbiff 
Etq; hm the true dr%n of it was to ritlit:uk the art of 
aikology, and cxpofe its profcfTof s as igfioianr or m* 
poftors/ Againlt iliU imptitanaj^, Df Fanjtd^c hiidi 
learnedly viDclkaied Kimfelf in his almanack for that year* 
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332 MERLINS PROPHECY. 

For a farther vindication of this ^mous art, * I have 
thought fit to prefent the world with the following pro- 
phecy. Tlie original is fkid to be of the famous Merlin, 
who lived about a thoufand years itgo ; and the follow- 
ing tranilation is two hundred years old, for it feems to 
be written near the end of Henry Vll/s reign. I found 
it in an old edikion of Merlin's prophecies, imprinted at' 
London by John Hawkins in the year 1530, page 39. I 
fet it down word for word in the old orthography, and 
ihall take leave to fubjoin a few explanatory notes. 

SevtH and ten addyd to mne^ 
Of Fraunce her nvoe this is the fygne^ 
Tamys rivere ttxiyi y^/rnutr,. 
Walke fans nuetyng fhoes ne hozete, 
Then comyth foorthe^ ich underjionde^ 
from towfte of Stojpy to fattjn LnuU^ 



time. But whether it was owing to that exceflive ^Vai w^ick. 
(lie bore unto the memory of her beloved the Prince or Denmark; 
or whether it was becaufe (he never had a child after the m of 
five or fix and t^^-enty ; or whether it was for ibme policicaf rei- 
loo er other, flie refmed in this^ reipe£t to gratify the incUnatioiis.. 
of her people \ which, however, as animonties and faOioDS vert 
then rihng to an exceiCve height, fhe had caa(e to repent of be- 
fore the time of her deceaie. For as the Queen was driven lo> 
fiicfa inexprelCble ftraits by the fury anc^ machinations of the con- . 
tending parties, that, with all her experience in government, .{he 
Jcnew not whom to tru(V; if fhe had married feme wUe .and 
thonghtfiil prince, entirely remote from all pretenfioos |o the . 
crown ((iippoitag that (uch a one coold have been foi^'in En- 
rope at tint time) fhe might have paf&d the remaljader of her 
life with more cafe and tranquilHty. For, as a prmce in that £» 
tuatioo woffld have had nothing more to do, than to have made 
the Queen happy and her reira glorkms, he might have a^cd as 
moderator between both parties, fecured unto him (elf the eflccm 
of all the wife and virtuous, and perhaps, after the dcceafe of 
the Queen, might have been highFy regarded by her lucceflor da- 
riog the remainder of his life, fiut alas ! party- rage carried all! 
before it, and every ft heme of accommodation was c^uaUy re- 
jected by ^higsand Tories, %-w'ifi. 



MERLIN'S PROPHECY. 
A* htrSt Chtptm^ ^w tht mstn§ 

JVipr /.-., ^, ... iirrp m&ki *r^ 1^/ ij^"^. 

Ami HfirV'-A/f pf}d * mg&ixs jh&iimat^i) 
A'tJ /ram tit iri€ ^hfn ^hjhfftt fit if ^ 
Mtpi /ruff J^ali fBmr^ awd uH h ^ek^ 
M^itumi Jk&ll d^ntt h^mdt im l«mdt^ 
Amd ii finii h mifryg in M hghndtt 
Thtn M Iffgimdi fiaU h n9 m&r/t. 
Jmdm man fi)Ali he firit ihtrtf^re, 
GfrprM fiaU ks'uw thru k^Jft ^vsjyni^ 
ftii HiJpfiurgi m^jih thm hut tw^tptt* 



Explanatory Notes, 

Stiit» and un. Thh Kuc deferibes the year when thtih 
rcnls Giall happen. Severn aad lea makes fevcntrcn, 
fhich I cxpbm fevenrfen hunfited, ami thi^ nwmHcr 
Atd to pine, makes the year wt are now in i for it 
sail be iatiderI!oi>d of the iiiiiirftl ycir, which begins the 
wSl of Janovy. 

Ttfwvi nmerg Mip, &€. TT^e rii^ Thames frozen 
t ' ' i nr yetx, fo aj mtn CO wilk OH k, » a vffr>' fij^* 
T , . ii, which prrhaps hath laot fillun out for fc- 

vcral hanJred v re, and is tlic reafon why Timer 

aQrcilogers liavL , that thh prophecy cmi Id never 

"" fufglkd, bciaui't ihey imagbcd fuch a thing woulii 
ever happen in ouf climate^ 
Fr»m rt^vwi 'jjf. THi& 13 a phin 'nn 

^tbc Duke of •. - >Ljgh : onr kma nf n m 

land is called marie, aitd every body knows tlial 
Nif^w?^ is a natac for a TOwn ; iwtd this wny of cxprelFj- 
7 the oCoal dark manner of oid afbologiciu line" 



Th^ 
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Then Jhall tbt fyfijt^ ire. By the^, ss underftood the 
"Dauphin of France, as their kings eldcft fons arc called: 
it is hera (aid, he (hall lament the \o^ of the Dake of 
Burgundy y called the hojft^ which is an old Eng:lifh word 
for hump'Jkoulder^ or crook-hacky as that Duke is known 
to be ; and the prophecy ieems to mean, that he fhoold 
he overcome or (lain. By the grten berry s^ in the next 
line, is meant the young Duke of Berry, the Dattpbin*% 
third fon, who fhall not have valour or fortune eopugh 
to fupply the lofs of his elded brodier. 

Tonge Symnelty t^c» By Symnelc is meant the pre- 
tended Prince of Wales, who, if he offers ' to attempt a- 
ay thing agrainft England, fliall mifcarry as he did be- 
fore. Lambert Symnele is the name of a yonng mao> 
noted in our hillories for perfonating. the fon (as I re- 
member) of Edward IV. 

>/W Norivays pryd, &c, I cannot gucfs * who is meant 
by Norway's ^r/Vf , perhaps the reader may, as well as 
the fcnfc of the two following lines. 

Reaums Jhally &c. Reaums, or, as the word is now, 
naimsy is the old name for kingdoms : and this is a very 
plain prediAion of our happy utuonf widi the felidties 
that Ihall attend it. it is added, thatx^ England (ball 
be no more, and yet no man (hall be fbrry for it. And- 
indeed, properly (peaking, England is now no more, 
for the whole ifland is one kingdom under liie name of 
Britain. 

Geryon /hall, iffc. This prediaion, tho* fomewhat 
obfcure, is wonderfisUy adapt. Geryon is (aid to hare 
been a king of Spain, whom Hercules (le;w« It was a. 
fidtion of tiie poets, that he had three heads, which the 
author fays he ihall have again : that is, Spain (hall have 
three kings; which is now wonderfully verified j for be- 
(ides the King of Portugal, which properly is part of 
Spain, there are now two rivals for Spain, Charles and 
Philip r but Charles being de(cended from the Count of 
Hapfburgh, founder of the Auftnan femily, (hall ibon 
make thofe heads but two, by overturmng Phflip^ and 
driving him out of Spain. ^ 

Some of thefe predidions are already fulfilled; and it 
is highly probable the red may be in due time ; and I 

thiak^ 



MERLIN'S PROPHECr. 

I h^vc not forced tlie words by my expllcatioii In* 
other fenfe, than whar ihay will natamlly bear* 
k be gjanted^ I am fore hmuhhc alfo allowed, thai 
*lhe auihor {whoever he were) was a perioo of rxiraor* 
diuafy fagfdiy ; and that allmlogy brought to fijch pef- 
fe^ciM as ihii i% by do cneiuA 213 ^t to be defpifed, wnit<* 
ever Mr. Bickei-fliif ^ or other merry gentlemen are plea- 
fed to think. As to the traditioa of ihcfe litici having 
been writ in rhe original by Merlin, I confeik 1 lay eioi 
ipadi weighf upon it; but it ii enough to JaAiiy their 
^Knihority^ tliat tke book from vi^hence I have tranlcribed 
^^Kkem, w^ printed 170 yean ago, as appeajt by the tkle^* 
^^Bige. For the {kdsfa£lioa of any gentlemant who maj 
^He either dotibtful of tbe triith^ or euriout to be infomw. 
^Hd ; J (hall give order to have the very book fent to tive 
^Htrinter of this paper* with dire^bns eo let any body k^ 
U that fk^ks, Decad'e 1 believe it is prt;tly fearce. 
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The Wonderful 
WONDER OF WONDERS. 



THERE is i certain pcrfoti lately airbed at ihis d* 
ty, whom ti U very proper the world (hould be 

it^ff^rmrA rtf; Hrs chaxader may perhaps be ihoggbt ve- 
ry :nW jmpfoUable, and aiitsataral ; hawevctl 

intv-M L.' J raw it with the atmoll regard to tfuth. Thii 
I im the better quaHfied to do, becatife he is a fort of ir- 
pindunt upon oyr family t and 47W/ of the fnjneaj^/; 
tfaough I cannot direflly fay» 1 have ever /fin Jiim* H< 
is a native of thi» country, and hath Hved long among 
mi but what appears wonderful, and hardly credible, 
wi* never fcen befm^ by any moriaU 

It 19 true indeed, he alwap chitfef the ioiwifi place ift 
company i and contrives k fo, to keep mt ^fjig^i^ U 
u reported however^ that In his younger days he was Ut* 
<|uetitly ixp&ftd to mim^^ btit dwayi again ft his wjlli and 
was fitre to /m&rt for it. 

Aa to his family, he came into the world a yottnger 
broiher, being of ffx children the fiurib in order of (t) 
btrlh; of which the eldeft is now ht4i£t of the honfe ; the 
Second and third carry mrmti but the WiO youngei! are 
mtiyfoatmen: fome indeed add, that he hathUkewi^t 
twin broth eii who lives over-againft him, and keep» a (a) 
^idu^iiing^^ufi ; he hath the reptiution to be a thfi^ 
gfiping^ fqutmag fellow i zxiA that when bis bags ait 
/a//, he j» often ntt^y ; yet when the 6t takes him, as 
faft as he gets, he kts It Jlj. 

Wmeii in s£lct^ no one difilmrgtth himlelf or rfo/A hit 
hafimh better. He hack fometimei Jiraimd hard Ibr air 
honeft livelihood ; and never got a hii^ till every body 
elfe had dene, 

O&ri pradice appears very blame able in him ; that e* 
very morning he privately frcqnenift undran hmjh^ where 
any modeft perCon would blufh to be feen. And aJ.^ 
though this be generally known, yet tke world, as crn- 
fbrionsas it is, hath been fo kind to overlook this rnfir- 
miry in him. To deal impartially 1 it muil be granted, 
ihM^kth too grcatalov^^t olf U\tafel£^ and v^ry often 
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confuUs his own t^/t at the e:Kpence of his beft friends ; 
bttt this b one of his hUnd-fidu i ^isA the beil of mca I 
fear are not without ihcm^ 

lit haih been conftituted by the %^^r powers in the 
Ration of ncti^tr^gemral^ in which employment foinc 
have cenfured him for playing fofi and imp. He is like- 
wife o'vtrfyir of the goUtn mines ^ which ht daily ill- 
ipe^iethi when his health will permit him* 

He was long bred ander a (3) m^fitr &f uris^ who in- 
filled good principits m him* biit thefe wcne foon for- 
ruptid. I know not whether this deferves mention ; that 
he 15 fo very capricious, as to uke it for an equal affront 
to talk either of ktffing or kicking him, which hath oc- 
cafioned a ihonfand quarrels : however no body was ever 
fo great a fufferer for faults, which he neither was* nor 
poilibly could be guilty of. 

Ijff his rdtgim he hath thys much of the quaker, that 
he fbnds al-w^p tm^cni^ even In the pfe fence of the 
King ; in moft other points a perfed ( 4} HJ&ur^ ahho^ 
Jie endeavours to tmuaili % for he is known to offer daily 
'" CriEces to certain Juhicrrmmui nymfh^ whom he wor- 

|lips in an httmhk pnjiurt^ fr^^nt on bh fa^i^ ^nAjhipifl^rk 

n/tkid I and fo leaves his ^J'srhigs hi hind him^ which the 
5) pri^p of ihofe goddefes are carcftrl enough to re- 
ave npon certain feafous with the utmoft privacy at 
^fdmgi*tt and from thence maintain thcmfelves and fa- 
milies. In all urgmi nntjiths and preffkra he applies 
fjfcif to thefe deities, and fomedmes even in th^firiftt 
and ht^h*^xi^ms^ from an opinion that thofe powers have 
an infiuence in all places, altho' their peculiar refidence 
be JM caverns under ground. Upon thefe ^u^Jimi the 
f.iireft bdies witl not reiufe to ifnd their fmnds to aifiit 
him : for, ahho* they jwe afhamcd 10 have liim/tm in 
beir com pan Xf or even (o much as to hear him named i 
tt it is well known, that he js one of their lofifitmi fd* 

In p^htuft he always fubmits to what It uppt^m^ 1 

he pcrufcs pamphlets o« hih Jfdes with great impar- 

iJity, tho' feldom till ever^ boify tift huth dmi 'wtjS 

llu ttatmng is of a mixed klnd« and he may properly 
"led & ksliu» iihrmstm or oaotUw Jac&hm di Vpr^- 
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gi/u; tho* his ftadies are chiefly confined to fcbodmn^ 
commentators f and German divinise together with nmderu 
toetrj^ and critics : and he is an atomic pniIofbpher» ftrong- 
ly maintaining a 'void in nature^ which he feems to have 
fairly proved oy many experiments. 

I (hall now proceed todefcribe fome peculiar qualities^ 
which in (everal inftances feem to diftinguiih this perfoA 
from the common race of other mortals. 

His grandfather was a member of the rump parliament» 
as the grandfon is of the prefent^ where he often ri/es^ 
fometimes grumbles^ but never (peaks. However he lets 
nothing pafs m:illingly^ but what is *weU dsvefted. I£s 
courage is indifputabley for he will take the boldefl man 
alive by the nofe. 

He is generally the frfl a-hed in the &nily, and the 
laft up ; which is to be lamented ; becaufe when he hap^ 
pens to rife before the reft, it hath been thought to fore- 
Dode fome good fortune to his/uperiors. 

As wifdom is acquired l^ age, fo by every new (6) 
nurinkle in bis face he is reported to gain (bme mw JbnW' 
/edge. 

In him we may obferve the true effeds and confe- 
qaences of tyranny in a ftate : for, as he is a great op- 
prejfor of all below him, fo there is no body more opprejtd 
by thofe abon;e him : yet in his time he hath been fo 
highly in favour, that many iliuftrious perfons have been 
entirely indebted to him for their preferments. 

He hath difcovered from his own experience the tne 
point, wherein all human a^ons, proje£ts and defigns 
do chiefly termnatt ; and how mean and fordid they are 
at the bottom. 

It behoves the public to keep him quiet ; for \A^fn- " 
quent murmurs are a certain fign of inteftine tumults. 

No philofopher ever lamented more the luxury, for 
which Aefe nations are fo juftly taxed : it hath been 
known to coft him (7) tears of blood: for in his own na» 
ture he is far from being profufe ; tho* indeed he never 
ftays a night at a gentleman's houfe without leading Jomt" 
tbin^f behind him^ 

He receives with great fubmiffion whatever his patrons 
think fit to give him ; and when they lay beoFvy burthens 
upon him, which is frequently enough, he gets rid of 
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icm as (oan 33 be can; but not mihouX f&mt l&h^ur a 

I Ui is a perprtaal t&jttgt^-m ; yet no^body ktjows bow 
'** i ^riibatii irfx. He patiently faffers himfelf rt> be 
pt undir^ bat loves to be weH ufed, sJid in chat oie 
V^ill facrifice hit mt^h to give yoa #^f .' and he has 
' ardly cue accjoabitaacet ^t v^hom he hath not beeti 
«W; yctt as &r t» w^ caa ind, was never knowp to 
jif any thing by it- 
_ He b obfened to fee very (8) unqmit in the company 
<5f a French man in nf^L^ iiotbti, or a young cf^qmitt. 
He is, m lhoj% the Aibjca of much jwj>//j and w/fr* 
which he feenu to take well enough ; iho* it hath 
lot been obietvcd, thai ever any gtKid tbitrg came from 
imldL 

Tbire is fo genera! an opinion of his juHice, that 
Imetimes very hard fnfes are left to his dedfion x and 
fchilc he fisi upon themj he carries hinafelf exa^lly ^w« 
uw^ hiHh Jtiku except where fome kmtiy f&tnt ari- 
1 ; and then he is obfeirved to /rs# a little to the riiht 
///?. as the mntter incbfiej him ; but his reafons for it 
re fo manifdt and convincing, that every man appra\^e* 
hem* 
VoL-IL Pf POSTSCRIPT. 
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'it *Uol« to the manner of our bfnh* the had md armt 
hg before tfic poftcriors and th< two f©ft, if Inch he Cilli 

(») /wjf J The W/y» wbicli receive* anH dtgfiU 

^(1) Mr/y^fT of eriS'l Ptrfta*: mapfltr ^r/w, wievliqur hrp- 

[ (4) Shkttr.} AlludetM the facHfices dftr^J I'y iht Rom^et 
r th« ffoddrfs CJcift^a. 

- to tiio 

.-- -. r--: . --■ ■ ■.. -^Ujof 

rsre ia the i\my ot H^ll af«tl the DrN^oii, 
.] This rtfirri to a provcfb— y^ii We .wr li^mll* 
tnnr ihft mart ihmyni* had h-farr. 

y(?) 7f4ft fifhlcad.} Hurmitth^idt, according t» die phyfi 
*, irc 1 fr<^i*cri( conrei^ucncc of iritec^fK^an'T, 
ft) Uitptki^] Tlicir uiU being gtncjilly o',>Icrvc4 Co be| 
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Gentle Reader ^ 

TH O' I am not infcnfible how many thoufand per- 
Tons have been, and ftill _are, with ereat dexteri- 
ty handling this fubje£l, and no lefs aware oFwhat in£nite 
reams of paper have been laid out upon it : however, in 
jny opinion, no man living has touched it with greater 
nicety, and more delicate turns, than our author. But 
becaufc there is fome intended obfcurity in this relation; 
and curiofity, inquifitive of/ecrets, may poflibly not enter 
into the hottom and depth of the fubjeft, it was thought 
not improper to take off the veil, and gain the reader's 
favour by inlarging his injight, Jrs enim non habet ini' 
nicum, nifi ignorant em. It is well kndwn» that it has 
been the policy of all times to deliver down important 
fubjcfts by emblem and riddle, and not to fiiffer the 
knowledge of truth to be derived to us in plain and 
fimple terms, which are generally as foon forgotttn as 
conceived. For this reafon the heathen religion is moftly 
couched under mythology. For the like reafon (this being 
a FUNDAMENTAL in its kind) the author has thought £t 
to wrap up his trcafure in clean linen^ which it is our 
bufinels to lay open^ and fet in a due light ; for I have 
obferved, upon any accidental difcovery, the leaft gUmpft 
has given a great diverfion to the eager fpedtator, as 
many ladies could teflify, <were it proper^ or the citft 
nvould admit. 

The politeft companies have vouchfafed to finile at 
the hare name, and fome people of fafhion have been fo 
little fcrupulous of bringing it in play^ that it was the 
ufual fax-ing of a knight and a man of good breeding, that 
^whenever he aro/e, bis a-fe tofe idth him. 
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The WONDER of all WONDERS"^] 
that ever the World wondered at* 



For all pedbiu o^T quality and others. 



^ th 

' "^^EWLY arrived al ihh city of Dubim the famocir^ 
r i^ arti]'! lohn Emanuel Scholu, who, to che grear 
Hr Lion ofail fpcdators, k reac!y to 4^ 

^^ ^-rful performances I the like before 

^^rvrr ieen in thU kingdoni. 

^B He will heit a bar of iron red hot| and lludl it mto 1 
^^ barrel of gtrcpowder b^ore all the company^ and yec ( 
I^Vt iiall mi take £fe< 

Hi let5 any gentleman charge a blundej-bwf^ witli the j 
l^^&me gunpowdtSTi and twelve leaden bylletf, which blun- 
^fcerbufi die faid artiil difrhar^tes full in thr face of the I 
^^feid company » without the lejUt htiit, ihe buUcta ilicking 
in the wall Isehind ihem. 

Hr takei any gentleman*? own fword, and runs It 

hto' the jaki gtTi demands body* (o llutihe point jpf^ars 

bloody ^i the brick to all the fpc^atots : iheii he takt^. i 

mt the fword, v^ipes it deafly and returns it to the 

^fi€X, who receives no mannt r of hurt* 

hit tiiFCfs^i pot of fc;jdiae; oil, and throws it by great 

41 1 the ladia* witliont fpoi ling their | 

Ic. :hetr fkrns. 

lit^ raket *iiv p^-i :iiity's child ftiym two ytars 

M to£Xt andlet5 e: = . mvn firKrr nr nmthrr uke'l 

« pike m V .:i; thtn the i f il 

htfsuitis, itup^nthej'' ^ :icrc 

It IHckt tD the great Ladsfartioii ol' all Ipcttaiors } tnd t9 i 
hen taken cif wkbout h much m a hole in hi* coat, 
Hi mounts upon n f«:iLfibM jafl over the fpc^tor*, I 
nd from thence throws down a |^rcat qunntity of large 
bleii and llonci , which fall like fo many pillowj, without 
much as difcoinporiiig cithtT perukes or head^dreifci* 
He takes any ra"io""of qi^Uty u.p 10 the (kid fc^iifold, , 
khidi perfon ruUs of his lboc8» and leaps nific fDot difl 
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rcdlly down on a board {M-epared on purpofe, foil of (harp 
fpikes fix inches long, without hurting hu hetor dama- 
ging his dockings. 

He places the faid board on a chair, upon which. a la* 
dy fits down with another lady in her lap, while the 
fpikes inftead of entering into the under lady's flefh, will 
feel like a velvet cufhion. 

He takes any perfon of quality's footman, ties a rope 
about his bare neck, and draws him up by pullies to the 
deling, and there keeps him hanging as long as his mai- 
fter or the company pleafes, the (aid footman to the won- 
der and delight of all beholders having a pot of ale in 
one hand and a pipe in the other; and when he is let 
down, there will not appear the leaH mark of the cord 
about his neck. 

He bids a lady's maid pnt her finger into a cup of clear 
liquor like water, upon which her face and both her 
hands are immediately withered like an old woman of 
fourfcore, her belly fwells as if fhe were within a week 
of her time, and her legs are as thick as mill-pofls ; but 
upon putting her finger into pother cup (he becomes as 
young and handfome, as (he was before. 

He gives any gentleman leave to drive forty twelve- 
penny nails up to the head in a porter^s backfide, and 
then places the faid porter on a loadflone chair, which 
draws out every nail, and the porter feels no pain. 

He likewife draws the teeth of half a dozen gentle- 
men, mixes and jumbles them in a hat, gives any perfbn 
leave to blindfold him, and returns each their own, and 
fixes them as well as ever. 

With his fore-finger and thumb he thnifts feveral gen- 
tlemens and ladies eyes out of their heads without the 
leaft pain, at which time they fee an unfpeakable number 
of beautiful colours ; and after they are entertained to 
the full, he places them again in their proper fockets^ 
without any damage to the fight. 

He lets any gentleman drink a quart of hot melted 
lead, and by a draught of prepared liquor, of which he 
takes part himfelf, he makes the faid lead pah thro' the 
faid gentleman before all the fpedlators without any 
damage ; after which it is produced in a cake to the 
coxnpan/. 
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WtTM many other wonderfal performances of ari^ too- 
tedious here to mention. 

The feid artift has performed before mofl Kings and 
Princes In Enrope with great applaufc* 

He performs every day (except Sundays) from ten of 
(he dock to one in the forenoon ; and from four till 
fcven in ike evenmgt at the new inn in Smith field. 

The fifil feat a Britifh crown, the fecond a Britifh half- 
crown » and the loweft a Britifh Mling. 

N. B, The beft hands in town are to play at the Md* | 
£iow. 
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PROPOSAL 

For correding, improving^ and afcertaining 
the English Tongue*. 

In a Letter to the Mod Honourabia Robert Earl of 
Oxford and Mortimer, Lord High Treafurer of 
Great Britain. 

To the Moil Honourable Robert Earl of Oxjord, i^c^. 



My Lord> 

WHAT I had the honour of mentioning to your 
Lordihip (ome time ago in converfation, was not 
a new thought, jnib then Parted by accident or occafion, 

bur 

• It Is well known, that if the Qpecn' had lived, a year o9 
t^o longer, this propofal would, in all' probability, have takeiv 
tStO. For the Lord Trea/urer had already nominated feveraf 
perlbns "nithout dinki^lion of qualiQr or. party, who were to 
cooipofe a fbciety for the purpo(es mentioned by the author;, 
and refblved to uCe his credit with her Majjcfty, that a fund, 
ihould be applied to fuppprt the expence of a large room, where 
rhe (bcicty (hould nu^et, and for other incidents. But this fchcme 
fell to the ground, partly by the difleniions among the great 
men at court; but chieHy by the lamented death of that glori- 
ous Princefs. Dub. ed'tt^ 

This piece might hava been a very ufeful performance, if it 
hai been longer, and left eclipftd by complimeirts to the Noble- 
pvibn to whom it is addredcd. It ^'ems to have been in- 
tended as a preface to (bme more enlarged deiign : at the head 
of which fiich an introdu£l;ion mud have appeared with great 
propriety. A work of this kind is much wanted, as our lan- 
guage inflead of bemg improved, is every day growing worfe,. 
and more dcba(cd. We bewilder ourfcfves in various ortho- 
graphy ; wc 'jHiak and we write at random ; and if a man's 
vommoiv cwiverfation were to be committed to paper, he 
would be (hrticd for to find himfclf guilty in a few fentcnces, 
m' Co many iokcilins, aniCxxdv (ii\& ^tv^Q:l« I believe we 
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but the refult of long refledlfon, and I have been conf.rm- 
cd in my ientiments by the opinion of fome very judicious 

pcrfon?, 



I 



mre the only peoi<lc in the Chrifllan world, uho repeat tlij Lord's 
rayer in an ungranimacicai manner : and I remember to have 
leard, that «lien a Kocion uas made in the convocaiicn to alter 
the word -which for the word -uho, the j-ropofition vnj* rtje^ted 
by the majorit}'. This, inftance miy (hew yt«i of what i'tji-t cf 
men the moll learned, and even the moO reverend :if7cinblikS are 
Ibmetinies compofu-d. B:}t let vi confidtr the ccrjjuct of a 
neighbouring nation. How uiduflri-.-us have the Fnnch been to 
improve their lingua^e : and to v. hat a flatc of perfection Ijuvc 
they brought it? Rome, h^* her conqutfts, made her Jiali.^1 
nniverCil : France, by her p'-ltcy, iias done the fame. By tmlicy, 
I mean the eneouraoemer** of arts and Icjcnces ; which will often 
render a nation more powerful than arms. N'jih'n^^ has co-.itri- 
buted fb much to the purity and excellc.ice (»f the French ton^ur, 
as the rroble academics citabli/licd for tlut (rrpofer ::nd, until 
Ibme public work of the lame kind is undertaken in Flngland, we 
cannot flatter ourillves with any hopes cf amending the error*, or 
a(certaining the limits of our (lyle. I (hdll not prcHime even to 
whifpcr to you, that I think a dcfign of this (brt is fij^cicrjtJy mo- 
mentous to attract the conHderation of our legin::tivc pow(T<t. 
Thtir thoughts art othciwifc eniployJ, and tff.ii faciiMe. o- 
ibcrwife appTicJ. But 1 will vcniurc to (*y, rhat ir" to our }.< - 
fi>it:ils for lun^^tics, in hofjital -.^aa adJed for the rcrcpjjon an! 
uipport at men of fcnfc ar.d learnirg, it would V« of ihs hij;:irf> 
bonour to the preftnt u^c, and cf no icfs ad.at.tb^ye to pnP.r-. 
rity. I oul it an hofpital, bceiufe I i'l^^Ah it to be cre^trd for 
the beccf< of iV.h pirions. whofc i;.firiri W.rn.r.a, or d-i'aP.J jr 
venues niay }:avc residtrrJ the (Ircn;:!'. »nd .ihii'iie^ of :hcir 
minds w'.jJ^ LI. uitKfs to iKc publir: : i'tyr I entirely :.pree with 
Aridoflr, where he fays, in the wor!* of \.i% lc!.(i:an. J-ium 
frdclara :'t 7h,.gna x'u /-c//!? ^te/ii t/ l*r.f.i,.fi\ cui f.,cultuUt 
iefurA: J-di.:i'.J }tr cmi-yA ct 'ivili/n '^.littm-n, ve'tMi pir v:jiru- 
meut,f, tUce^.t ft [len^ue ffft't. 'I!ic rfic'lionv »!.i? 4ri(; from 
this thenT-'/l I:.id, are clrivir.™ me leyoi.d d;ic l«oun«:s : there- 
fore I fhiill on!y add, that I heartily villi you may tiiiuk an at- 
tention to yuur native Ian<iuij;e as ufrfi.l :.n'J i;ri proving a Hudy 
as can be ^uifiicd, in whatever ft^itivu of liic i roviieiice may 
allot you. OrT(rj, 

In 
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perfonsy with whom I consulted. They all agreed, that 
nothing would be of grea^r ufe towards the improve- 
ment of knowledge and pdlteneis, than (bme effedbial 
method for corre£ling, enlarging and afcertaining our lan- 
guage ; and they think it a work ytry poffible to be com- 
pafTed under the proteftion of a prince, die countenance 
and encouragement of aminilhy, and the care of propef 
perfons chofen for fuch an undertaking. I was jgiad to- 
find your Lordfhip's anfwer in fo di»srent a fiyk from, 
what hath been commonly made ufe of on the like occa* 
fions for fome years paft, That all fuch thoughts muft he 
itferred to a time of peace : a topic which fome have- 
carried fo far, that they would not have us by any means 
think of preferving our civil or religious coniHtution, be^ 
caufe we are engaged in a war abroad. It will be among 
the diflinguiihing marks of your minifhy, my Lord, that 
you have a genius above all fuch regards, and that no 
reafonable propofal for the honour, the advantage,-or die 
ornament of your country, however foreign to your more 
immediate office, was ever neglected by you. I confeis 
the merit of this candour and condeicenfion is very mach 
keened, becaufe your Lordfhip hardly leaves us room to 
offer our good wiihes ; removing all our diftculties, and 

fupplying 

In this epiftle Dr Swift conprains to the Earl of Oxford as 
§M miniAer, in the name of all the learned and polite peilbns 
of the nation, that our language is extremely imperfe^ that 
hs daily improvements are by no means equal to its daily cor- 
ruptions, that the pretenders to pollfh and refine it have chiefly 
inuleiplied abufcs and abfurdities, and that in many inflances it 
offends againfl every part of grammar. He proves with 
irreiiftble force of reafon, that our language ought to be refined 
to a certain ftandard, and then fixed for ever: he remarks 
the ftveral inconvenicncies which arifc perpetually from our 
fiopid inattention to theft matters. He doth not however pre- 
icribe any methods for afcertaining the language, but throws out 
fome general obi'crvations, leaving the ref\ to the^ infpc^ion of 
that fbcicty, which he hoped would have been fpcedily inflitnted 
by the Lord Treafurer. But this feheme fell to tne ground^ 
partly by the diflenfions among the great men at court, and 
chiefly by the lamented death of Queen Anne, that ever glorious 
Princefs. S-wift. 



.ORD HIGH TREASURER. %lff\ 

-- - ' " ^ han the j»o(l viiioftarv pro- 

Aiui ihcrefof e, tny Lotd^ , 

ptgti c-r tnii |>apcr ji not fo mitch lo oF -^j 

tiim, ^ CO compbifi of a gri^tjumt^ t! o^ 

is to be your o^'n work as mwcli as liui ot p^y- 
n&ihn$ diki^ or opening a trade into the fouth- 
&nd iho* not of fttch immcdiiiie benefit a* chlicraf 
kefr* Of any other of your glof ioas a^taocii, yet fterhapo 
in future Eget not kfi to yotir honour* 

My Lord, I do here in the name of all ilic le&med 
and polite perfons of the nation complain to your Lord- 
%dp as firj^ mimjhrj that our language is extremely im* 
perfc^ i that its daily improvements arc by no means in 
proper tiojj to its da jly corniptioDs ; that the pfetendcn , 
ta pofiJl* and refine it iiave chiefly uiultipUed abiifca and 
"itic^i and that in many Jnftances it of^**^"'-"- '^^imlt 
[,part of grammar. But kll your Lc : uld 

I my eeufure too fcvcj«, I lliall t^dte leave i^ i*. laort 
riictilif, 

I bejjeve your Lonifliip wiJl agree with aie in the rca^ 

whv our language is more refined than thole of Inlv, 

Spain or Frail ce. It is pbjn^ that the Latin tongye m 

JtA purjt}' was never iii this inland, towards the con^yell 

^ which few or no attempts were made till the time of 

Saudtus; neither was that language ever fo vulgar in 

^itain, as it is known to have been in GarrI ia^ 

iirthef» we 6iid that the Roman legion* I . at 

Dgth all recalled lO help their ostjntry agiiiift the 

lis and other barbarotM invadcri Mean lime the 

J ihift for tliemfclvet, ami daily harraJTed 

3 from the Fids, were forced to caO m the 

for their defence i who confeqaenily leduced the 

pan of the illai^d to their own tiowcr, d rave the 

^1 ini*> the mofl remote and j \\ psru, and 

I of the country, in cuftom-t, ix- .^ . „, and languttf, 

wholly Saxon, This I take to be the remioii 

why tijcfe are more Latin words rfn^-" r-^^^ ^n ^b- P'-ttfli 

t)9tigiie tlian iti the old Saxon p v zvy^ 

"" l4ttoii3 in the orlhogriphy, j: iml j.ujev h. liu^it o* 

wordff with our prefeiit Knglilh, u WcU ift with I 

eraaa mA other northern diakds. 
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Edward the confejfor^ having lived long in France, ap- 
pears to be the firft who introduced any mixture of the 
French tongue with the Saxon \ the court afFe^ng what 
the prince was fond of, and others taking it up for a fafhi'- 
on, as it is now with us. William the conqueror pro- 
ceeded much farther ;- bringing over with him vaft num- 
bers of that nation, fcattering them in every monaflery, 
living them great quantities of knd, dire^'ng all plead- 
ings to be in that language, and endeavouring to make it 
Bniverfal in the kingdom. This at leafl is the opinion 
generally received : but your LordHiip hath fully-convinced 
me, that the French tongue made yet a greater progrefe 
here under Harrv thefecGndy who had large territories on 
that continent, Doth from his father and his^ wife, made 
frequent journeys and expeditions thither, and was alws^s 
attended with a number of his countrymen, retainers at 
his court. For fome centuries after there was a conftant 
intercourfe between France and England, by the domi- 
nions we poflcfTed there, and the conquefts we made ; fi> 
that our language between two and three hundred years 
ago feems to have had a greater mixture with French, than 
at prefent; many words Kavihg beenafterwards rejefted', 
and fome fince the time of Spencer ; ahho' we have fHII 
retained not a few, which have been long antiquated in 
France. I could produce feveral inftances of both kinds, 
if it were of any ufe or entertainment. 

To examine into the feveral circumftances by which 
the language of a country may be altered, would force 
me to enter into a wide field; I (hall only obferve, that 
the Latin, the French^ and the Engfifh, feem to have 
undergone the iame fortune. The fiHh from the days 
of Romulus to thofe of Julius Cisefar, Aiffered perpetual 
changes : and by what we meet in thofe authors who oc- 
caiionally fpeak on that fubje(^, as well as from certain 
fragments of old laws, it is manifefl that the Latin three 
hundred years before Tully was as unintelligible in his 
time, as the Englifh and French of the fame period are 
now ; and thefe two have changed as much fince William 
the conqueror (which is but little lefs than feven hundred 
years) . as. the Latin appears to have done in the like 
tPKm* Whet]xcc< our language or the French will decline 
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fts fail as the Romaa did^ h a queftion, that would per- 
haps admit more debate than ic is worth. There were 
iTi - -^ns for the corrcptioDs of the Uil ; ns the chiinge 
c . vernment to a tyj*antiy, which fuined the flu- 

tl e, there being po fnrther ufc or encoti-- 

r; pular orators ; their giving not only the 

ii ;iie city, but capacity forcr * sns, to 

it lis in Gaul, Spain^ and Gctij; i Other 

«i tt, as far as Afia ; which brought a gjciU num- 

li'. ign prt'tenders into Rome : the navilli difpO' 

fiiion of thi" fcnatc and people, by which the wk ;md €- 
loqticnre of the age were wholly twrned into panegyric, 
li i^rtrD ofall 4uhje£h ; the great corruption of 

J I , and in trodudion of foreign luxury* with ft>icitjn 

terms to exprefs it, with fe vera! others that might ^C 
afllgned ; not to mention thofe inrafiona from the Goth» 
and V^andals, which are too obvious to infill on. 

The Roman language arrived at great perftilion, be- 
fore j; began to decay : and the French for thele lail Aft/ 
yeaf:v hath been polifliing as much as it will bear, at)d 
sppcars to be declming by the natural inconflancy of that 
people, and the afeftation of fame late authors to intto- 
duce and m*aliiply cant word-Sj which k the moH ruinous 
corniption in any language. La Bruyere, a late cclc* 
brated writer among themj makes ufe of many new icrmip 
whii.h are not to be found in any of the common dlBu 
€nanc& before his time. But the Englifh tonpnt is not 
Tjved to fuch R degree of perfe£li on, as to ]' n- 

hend any thoughts of its decay ; and if ir *.e 

reiined to a certain llandard, perhaps there m i • \l 

found out to fix it for ever, or gt leniF ttll wr \4 

and made a conqiicft by I rji 

our bell writings might ji re^ 

id grow into efleejn^ and the aiitltOr& hiivc k diauce (ot 

iportaljty. 

But without fuch gtcM rivtAuihm m thcfc (to which 



r^re- ! thirik. Irf-. 
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fubjccl than kiivpdom* ut>on :)it 
I ite neceility why in ;b 

..jngitH:- ' ffsr vt-r hut! i , .,.,iti« 

From are A- 

; foloucM. ...... ... ......T of the 



Greek tongue may be flowed to kit, and we km>w tioi 
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how far before. The Grecians fpread thdr colonies 
round all the coafls of Afia Minor, even to the northern 
parts lying towards the Euxine, in every ifland of the 
i£gean iea, and feveral others in the Mediterranean ; 
where the language was preierved entire for many ages, 
after they themielves became colonies to Rome, and till 
they were over-run by the barbarous nations upon the Bill 
of that empire. The Chinefe have books in their lan« 
gnage above two thoufand years old, neither have the 
n-equent conqueds of the Tartars been able to alter it. 
The German, Spaniih, and Italian, have admitted few 
or no changes for fome ages paft. The other luiguages 
of Europe I know nothing of ; neither is there any oc- 
caiion to coniider them. 

Having taken this compafs, I return to thofe confide- 
rations upon our own language, which I would humbly 
offer your Lordfhip. The period, wherein the Englifh 
tongue received moft improvement, I take to commence 
with the beginning of Queen Elizabeth's reign, and to 
conclude with the great rebellion in forty two. *Tis 
true, there was a very ill tafte both of ftyle and wit, 
which prevailed under Kmc; James I. ; but that feems 
to have been correded in the firft years of his fncceflbr, 
who, among many other qualifications of an excellent 
prince, was a great patron of learning. From the civil 
war to this prefent time, I am apt to doubt whether the 
corruptions in our language have not at leall equalled the 
refinements of it ; and thefe corruptions very few of the 
beft authors in our age have wholly eicaped. During 
the ufurpadon, fuch an infufion of enthufiaftic jargon pre- 
vailed in every writing, as was not ihaken off in many 
years after. To this fucceeded that licentioufnefs which 
entered with the reftoration, and from infedling our reli- 
gion and morals fell to corrupt our language ; which laft 
was not like to be much improved by thofe, who at that 
time made up the court of King Charles II. ; either fuch 
who had followed him in his banifhment, or who had 
been altogether converfant in the dialed of thofe fana- 
tic times ; or young men, who had been educated in the 
fame country ; fo that the court, which ufed to be the 
Ikindurd of propriety and correftnefs of fpeech, was 
then, and, 1 think, hatii ^vw &m» vaxxox^itd the worft 
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fcfccolin& ptMJ iirtfcitac iii jTtiM iii ? il inriB 

^iKxxStj* dss$ iacjsB|' m^ oat cttto tiii^ nwki nidi 
iz/^tmsmmt in opler tt> <|ml>f/ Aem 
KXr i^tscm tn pohienBB- los ccftfe^nencc w^ tnii dk^ 
ftCkuptmtMrh^m^maj^ppextfiom ike pb^H and 
ocbcr COOpo^tKu^ wTitten for entotainBest wiclnn &^ 
jTCVi P^'^i fiuod wilit 1 Tnrrffaoci oT s^uBd pniiEunb md 
senr coDoeiied iranlH oi^cr bonnwed horn tibc cm ccA 
-fjle^if tiicoonrt, orfiom lliolb, «rho under tiw cibi!^ 
nter cf iDCii of nrit Bijil pleifefe pctewkd iiiigm<||% 
Saw. li^njrof didcre&ieiBentslimabindfbecnloo^ 
ASlioftazcxL and are oow nanS j biftdl^iftle I wcidli i$ nn 
wocidcr« wboi ihef w&e t&e ptodnft oiiljr of ^nofinee 
md ci|vioe# 

1 n?e never known tlili grot tmm widNwt ooe or 
metre djmen of fignre, wbo had credk eoongli to give 
Hf*' -^ **"?we Dcw word, and propigaie it in inoft Gonf^er- 
L}^ ic bad nei^er Immoor nor fi^i&cajicy. If 
u iL. ^Ljw Uie prdect tafie, it was jocm transferred into Uie 
plivs aad current fcribblw of the week, mad became an 
ndciibon to cmr hitgioage ; while the iii«n of ivit and 
looming* inftead of ^]r obvitting §idh comipiioasy Wim 
too oftco Ibdtjced t^ imimtc aod comply wkh them* 

TuB^t n another &t of mep, whci h^ve coniribited 
vay BiQcf^ ' ' . ilingof the Engl ifK tongue; I naeati 
the poets tr i^mc of the reftoratmti ThH**? I*fn* 

tfcBiea, aliho' tii cy could not be -i^h 

ourlingiiage was already over^ock- % 

yet, to fav^ time and pains, mtrodiiced tit 
culkm of abbrrviating words, id fit chcni to : 
of their vcrfes ; and this they have frcqm i 
very mjtjdiciodly, as to form fucb harflt uis 
founds, that none but a northern c*r coitld cniiurc ; they 
h-ivt:' ir,med the moft o^dtimie eonfonmus wiihaat <h%o 
i iig vowc!^ only to fhortcn a fv II able i iind their 

t lie became fo deprived, that what MfAa ot lirlt 

. pi-[.w.;i] licence not to DC jtiftified, they nudr t hob 
choice* all-H"'^""-. *^^'* *he words ^^--^11...'-^ -^ i- '■■-•!?• 
foandedfi i. ThU 

up the fimt LUUUU1 m j.irf:>le - fo thsu Jii 
ye fee now-a-days, arc full of thofc m 

Vat, J/# ^ & TjJlK,S%4\Vi\Na 
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breviations. Inflances of this abufe are innumerable 4 
what does your Lordihip think of the words, drud^d^ 
dijiurif'd, rebuked, fltd^dy and a thoufend others every 
where to be met with in profe as well as verfe ? Where 
by leaving out a vowel to fave a fyllable we form io jar- 
ring a found » and fo difficult to utter, that I have often 
wondered how it could ever obtain. 

AvoTHER caufe (and perhaps borrowed from the fonn« 
ftr) which hath contributed not a little to the maiming of 
cur language, is a foolifh opinion, advanced of late years, 
that we ought to fpell exa£Uy as we (peak ; which, be- 
fide the obvious inconvenience of utterly deiboying our 
etymology, would be a thing we fhould never fee an end 
of. Not only the feveral towns and counties of England 
have a different way of pronouncing, but even here in 
London they clip their words after one manner about the 
court, another in the dty, and a third in the fabnrbs : 
and in a few years, it is probable, will all diiler from 
themfelves, as fancy or fa(hion (hall direct: all which re- 
duced to writing would entirely confound orthography. 
Yet many people are fo fond of this conceit, that it is 
fometimes a difficult matter to read modern books and 
pamphlets ; where the words are (b curtailed, and varied 
from their original fpelling, that whoever hath been uied 
to plain Englifh, will hardly know them hy fight. 

SEVERAL young men at the univerflties, terribly pof- 
feffed with the fear of pedantry, run into aworie extreme, 
and think all politenefs to confift in reading the daily trafh 
fent down to them from hence : this they call knowing 
the tworldt and reading men and manners. Thus furnifh- 
ed, they come up to town, reckon all their errors for 
accomplifhments, borrow the newefl fet of phrafes ; and 
if they take a pen into their hands, all the odd words 
they have picked up in a coffee-houfe, or a seaming or- 
dinary, are produced as flowers of flyle ; and the ortho- 
graphy refined to the utmoft. To this we owe thofe 
monftrous produdlions, which, under the name of trips^ 
fpiest amufements^ and other conceited appellations, have 
over-run us for fome years pafl. To this we owe that 
ftrange race of wits, who tell us, they write to the hu* 
mour of the age. And I wilh I could fay, thefe quaint 
fopperies were wtoUy abfeuxftom. graver fubjedls. In 

(ScArt, 
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I woQld au<Jertake to flicw your Lor.^ -^f 

where die beauties of this kind are i* _ lU- 

SSt, that with all yonr Sdll in languages ytm codd oe«- 
tr be able to read or ucder&iDd them/ 
But 1 am very much miiUken, if many ( \ih 

refi ne tii ef i ts among us d c n o t arife Ixoin a pri n c ^ i c h 

would quite deflroy thesr credit , if it were ^cJl under* 
rflood and confidered. For I am afraid^ my Lord, that 
with all tJie real good qualities of our coutitry we are 
nattirally not very polite. Thk perpetual difpofitton to 
-n our words, by retreuching the vttwcIsj js nothiug 
me a tendency to lapfe into the barbarity of thoS 
tm nations, from whom we are deiceoded, and 
. JiHiguages labour all under the fame defeat* For 
worthy our obfervation, thai the Spaniards* th« 
r t ri^:h, and the Italians, alt ho' derived from the fame 
f I o r 1 1 > e rn an cellof s w 1 1 h o a r fel vea , are wi ih the o t m oft 
difFiculty taught to pronoonce onr wordsj which the 
Swedes and Banes, as well as ihe Germans and the 
Dutch, attain to with eafe^ beeaufe our fyllables refem- 
Me thdr5 in the rough nefs and frequency of confonantJ, 
as we ftniggle with an ;1! diraate t© improve the 
I kinds of ftuits, are at the expence of walls to re- 
ceive and reverberate the faint ray^ of the fan, and fence 
agatnft the northern blaJls, we fometimesby the help of 
a good foil equal the production of warmer coatiuies^ 
who have no need to be at fo much coft and care^ It ii 
the Hi me thing with refped to ihe politer arts among us i 
10 s! the fame dete^ of heat which gives a fiercenefs to 
»r natures, may coti tribute to that ronghnefs of our Ian- 
_aage, which feean foine analogy to the haifli fiuit of 
colder countriefs* For 1 dv) not tecb-^n that we want a 
"'e than the re/i of om neighbours : but your 
vrll be of my opinion* that we ought to Jlrugglc 

c natural difidv^-* * *- much a^wc can* and 

f careful whom we emi' f ver wc defi^n to cor* 

tB them, whkh h a woi^v in.n tu.* hitherto beet* afla* 
me(\ by the feafl qualified hnndsj. So that, if the choke 
Jiad been tr '': . I would r ■ ' " ' , r- 

finr mentor uigc, as J. to 

i! f ■ i^tit ot Uie women, ih;>n oMli! 

t^ : poctif and uiiiverray-bop. 

G g 1 
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that womai m tbdr manner of corrnptbp word* do u#. 
tor ally djfc4rd the ccmfoc^ants^ as we do ibe vowels*. 
What 1 am gom^^ to tdl your Lonilhip appears very 
IfiHiug; that more than once, where feme of bath fexei 
were in company, I have perruadad two or three of each 
io take a peti^ and write dotvii a n amber of letters JQia- 
•d together, juil as it caiBr into their hf ads | zuid opOA 
leading this gibberifh» ivc have foand that which the mem 
liad wrote> by the frecjuent encountciiog of rough coa- 
fonantji, to found like High*Diii<h » and the other by 
the women. Uke fuiian, aboundiiig in vow«?lsand liqoida* 
NnWf tho^ f Hould by no mtsm^ give Uiiei the trouble 
of advifmg m in the reforiQalion of our langoaga^ yet 
1 cannot help thinking, that fince they have been left out 
«f all meetings ♦ except parties at play, or where woHc 
defigm tre cairtcd of)» our convemtion hath very fiuich 
degriieraied* 

In order to reform our lajiguage, 1 conceive, my Lord, 
that a free judicious choice fhotild be made of fuch per* 
hsiSp a$ are generally allowed to be be ft qualified for 
fuch a work, without any regard to quality, party, or 
pfofcSion, Thrfe^ to a certalrt number at UslA, IhoyJii 
a^emble at fame appointed time and place, and fijt oq 
nilc», by which they defigu to proceed. What mcthodi 
they will take is not for me to pfefcribe. Your Lofdr* 
ihip, and other perfons in great employmeni, might 
pieife to be of the number : and I am afraid fudi a Sk* 
ciety would want your intlru^ion and example m much 
ill your protedlion ; for I have, not without a lifik envy, 
obfcrved of late the iiyk of fome great miiiiflers vciy 
much to exceed that of any other produflions, 

Thi perfons who are to undertake this work will 
have the example of the French befofe them to imitate. 
where thefe have proceeded right, and to avoid thdr 
millakes. Befidts the grammar-part, wherein we are al* 
lowed to be very defetlive, they will obferve many groit 
improprjctiei* which however authorifed by patikict^ 
find grown familiar, ought to be difcardcd. They will 
find "many words that defcrvc to be utterly thrown qui 
ofotir language, many more to be corrected, and per-* 
haps nor a few long itnce antiquatedi whith ought to 
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But whki I have moft at hem t» ti, that foinc metliocl 
mid he thought on for a/urimming arid fuMng our Un- 
fbr ever, aitcr fuch ait«r4iiona are made ttt it ai 
I be thodf^ht irnu^fite. For 1 am of opinion, ihit u 
\ better a ' ild not b^* wholly pciA^^, than 

katit fhou,.; .J. ^;^. [. ..jally cliangi^i^; ajid we muflgire 
irer at one timc> or at length infallibly ch^mgr im tlw 
m the Romans did* wh<?n tbey began to oait their 
(V> of itylc (for affciQcd refincfneiiti* fsitn a4 we 
Rti Tacitus arid other authors ; which tndcd by do- 
grces in maityb^lmritics, even before the CioUjii had in- 
vaded Italy. 

_ The fame of our writen is ofually cond&ed lo thcfc 
ndst and it i& hard it H ' ' ' ' 'as 

f as p/flf r by the pcrpetu- ib* 

(four Lopdfhip's obfrrvacian, t^ij.t li it wltl hul far 
"blc and Comman Prayer B^ok in the vulvar tOTjpiic, 
lliardly be able Co f Suit 

en aiBOitg U.1 an hu^ i» 

ae: for thofc btiokj* bring \- to 

ivc proved a kind of fasici* .^c, 

t common pcoptle. And 1 ■ ;>£• 

tions finer inuoduccd have a J i to 

a«ty or (Irength of the Ervglilh tojigvic, tho' they 
' eo off a grrat deal from that Jim pin tt^^ which la 
mt of tKe gicateit peife&ioiu mmy laiigQage. Voo, 
my Lofli, who lye to converf=>ti* In f),^ far-^H ^vri>;t*^^ 
ami lb great a jud|;eof tKc! 4* 

eree^ ^i so trandauon '- : e^i 

hath cotme op to that ct it : 

asil by Uie asay br^~ ' 'ca 

^ad the honoar co rt, 

I iia periWodr V ic 

siaiiefi of aji : an 

aof wtict'm oyr , 1 ^ 

ewiag to ikt^fimf^^i - 

a» to the f reasei p^; <^ o^ ^*^jO^ ^' 
brfofe tbe uaaibciQii of the Btble r^^w iit r i^, 

altered fiaoa i tkert (t^m to be 
mie falfiisa d«i|Beiice» a art an 
cnar kagaap j arbkJk rrrry man ^i g«od tak« viiil i^ ' 
^2 S 
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{erve in die commwthM Jervke, that of iuFia/t and o^ 
ther parts. 

But when I fay, that I would have oar language, after 
it is duly cOTref^ed, always to laft, I do not mean diat it 
fhould never be enlarged. Provided that no woKi, which 
a fociety fhall give a fan^iion to, be afterwards antiqaa-' 
ted and exploded, they may haive liberty to receive wnat* 
ever new ones they fhall find occafion for ; becaufe thei> 
the old books will yet be always vahiable according ta. 
their intrinfic worth, and not thrown afide on account of 
nnintelligible words and phrafes> which appear harfh and 
uncouth, only becaufe they are out of fafhion. Had the 
Roman tongue continued vulgar in that city till this time. 
It would have been- abfblutely neceflary, from- the migh^ 
ty changes that have been made in law and religion, from 
the many tenns of art required in trade and in- war, front 
the new inventions that have happened in the world, 
from the vail fpreading of navigation and commerce^ 
with noany other obvious^ circumftances, to have made 
great additions to that language ; yet the ancients would 
ftill have been read and underftood with pleafure and 
eafe. The Greek tongue received many enlargements 
between the time of Homer and that of Plutarch, yet the 
former author was probably as well underllood in Tra- 
jan's time as the latter. What Horace %s of ivorA 
going off and pfrijhmg like Uaweiy and rn^w ou€s coming 
in tbfir place ^ is a misfortune he laments^ rather than'a 
thin? he approves ; but 1 cannot fee why this fhould bs 
abfoTutely neceilary, or if it were^ what would have be- 
come of his mGnumentum aere perennira, 

Wr iTrNG by memory only, as I do atprefent, I would 
gladly keep within my depth ; and therefere fhall not 
enter into further particulars. Neither do I pretend more 
than to ihe^v the ufefulnefe of this defign, and to make 
feme general ol^fervations, leaving the reft to that fociety, 
which I hope will owe- its inftitution and patronage to 
your Lordlhip. Befides, I would willingly avoid repeti*. 
tion, having about a year ago communicated to the public 
much of what I had to offer upon this fubjed, by the 
hands of an ingenious gentleman, who for a \oil% time 
did thrice a week divert or inibuiEl the kingdom by hk 
pstpersi and is fuppofed. to purfue the iame defiga at pre- 

feat 
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tmt under the tiile of Spe£latof. This aulhaff whofl 
batii irk'cl the force s»d compafs of oar bngu:ige with fa I 
nuch faccds* agrees entirely with me iu mo<l of roy, fci^* 

irj! ' = ' it ; fo do the greateft part of xtc mtwi 
;, wiiom I bape had the hiippmefs t<*l 
; and there fort; 1 imagine that fuck a Ibcic- f 
; reity unmiimoKif in the main points. 
fouii jLordlhip mnil aliow, thar fuch a *mk as iKi«1 
brought to perfection would very much contribuie m the! 
tloTy of bcr Majclly*s reign ; which ought to be f ecordctl J 
.ifc'ords more durable than briifs, and fuch. as our po-* 
may read a thoufand years hence with pteaiarffl 
ilt as admiration. 1 always difappmvcd that fftlfei 
!5mpliment to princes, diat the moH laliiiig toonuaient 
can havT, is the heads of their iubjt^ds. [t is in^ 
their gteatefl piefent felicity to rtfign ia thiir fyb* I 
I hrarts ; bat thcfc are too periHiablc lo prtfei ve theitf 
csemorics^ which can only be done by the pej^s of able 
Ind faithfui hiliojiatMi And I take it to be your Lord- 
lip^'s diny\ aa ptimt mirijur^ to give order for infpeft- 
ag our Uiiguage, jiud remiering it fit to record ti\c hitlo- i 
of fo gre^^t Slid f'ooiJ -t priacef*:.. Btfidc5» my Lord, 1 
jdilinierrikd ^6 you appear lo the worJ^U 1 amconvKft^l 
edj that lio man is mure in the powerof a prevailing £^ [ 
Ifouiite paiiiow than youiielfi 1 mean that deftrc of trac 
ind laiHng honour, which you have born along with yoiil 
\i' ' 'Our life. To this )ioahavcnf^^ 

Lt iL vour eaic, and your health : 
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that your memory (iisll be prefcrvcd above ^aii Kundfcit 
^eafSt TATtlict^ thsa by iiitperfe^l traciiuois^ 

As b^bafOtti 10 d iguorsuit a^ wc wctt m former cen* 
tixtm^ there was more eiFei^ual care taken by out aocc- 
tors to prefer ve the memory of times and perfoDS, ihaii 
wc find in this age of Icarniug and poUtencfs, as we jkre 
pleaicd to call it. The rude Laun of the Mf»»ki is ililt 
very ititdygibk ; whereas, had their records been deli- 
vered down only in the vulg^ tongue, fo b»rrco aiid ^ 
karbiirous, fo fabjeft to continual fucceediiig changest 
tbry could hoc rtow be underlloodi. uulefs by antiquaries^ 
who make it chdr itudy to expound iliem. And we 
m lift at this day have been conu^nt wiih fueh poai ab- 
ktach of our Engl lib ftory^ as laborious men of low ge- 
nius would think lit to give us : and even thcfc in the 
next age woald beJikewife fwaUowed up ia fticceediiig 
collcAjuas. Jf ihmgs go on at this rate, all I can pro* 
mife your L^irdlhip, is, that about two hundred years 
hence ft>me painful compiler, who will be at the ifouble 
of Eudyiag old language/ may in^rm the worlds that in 
ibc reign of Queen Anne, Robert Earl of Oxibrd, a very 
Wiic ajid excellent mm^ was made High Tre^tfmnr^ ^i^^^J 
faved ]us country, which in thote days was almoA '^'^4^| 

he may be able to pick out, and willing to transfer ii^to 
hi& new hillory ; but the reS of your charader, which I 
€W any other writer may now value ourfclves by drawing, 
atnd th e partico lar accou nt of the grca t things d ^^ , i ' rr 
your mlnitlry, for which you are already fo ctj ■□ 

moil parts of Europe, will probably be dropped on ac- 
count of the antiquated ftyle and manner they arc deH* 
vert:d in. How then fhall any man, who hath a genitzs 
for hiitory equal to the be ft of the ancients, be able :o 
URdertake fuch a work with fpirit and chearfulnef», ivhea 
he confiders that he will be read with pleafure but a ve- 
ry few years I and in an age or two fhall hardly be under- 
ilood without an interpreter i This is hke croplovuii* afl 
excelleiit ftatuary to work upon monldering itu "., 

who apply iheir tludies to prefervc the memory . : .^, 

iwU alwa^'S have fomc concenifor their own. And 1 b©^ 
licvc it \% for this reafoni that fo lew writers ^mong m 
nf an/ diAinftion have turned their thoughts to fucb a 

4ifcoaxagiag 
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dHmrT'—r-- "raplcsymcnt : for tlie hcil E^gBfli htiloriuj 
mnii r ihh mordficadon, that wHcn hb Hyle 

glows iinuqa^cci, lie will be csiily conjidexed &s a tediqiis 
feiatcr of Cads ; and perhaps confulted in his mm anioiig 
etkcT nrglcfled authors to furniih nvaccriala for lb me iw 
tiire coile6or» 

I doubt yottrLordihip h but iH nttertained with a few 
I f caitgred the ugh B upon a fabjedli that deffn'W to be 
^^^CiLLCd with ability and care ; kowevrr, ' ^ve 

^Bd add a few words more, perhaps not 1 . ign 

^Hfe» the fame macter^ 1 ktiow not iMbcther^thiit which I 
^Hia gtktng to lay may pais for oitttiont advice, or re« 
proach, any of which will be jnMy thimght very impro- 

fcr from occ in my ftalion to one in your^* However, 
mtiil venture toa&rm^ that if gtnitis and tcarning be 
Mfi encouraged under your Lordihjp's admlniAration, yoE 
arc the moQ, ioexcufable perfoo alive. AO your other 
vinuei, lay Lord, will be defc^iic wiiliour thisj yoiw 
p^btlitY* candor^ and good nature ; that perpetual a^ 
grceabletifCi of conver^ition^ (o dj fen gaged m tlie mldft 
of fach a weight of bufinefs and oppofitjon ; even your 
jtiftiec« piiidcnce^ and magnanimity, wiU ihine 1«0 bright 
imboot k Your Lordihip ia uiuv«r{aJly allowed to ^- 



Irfs a very l^rge portion 
to this you owe ihe cuJt; 


:. .^ , " 


- . _ r 7 


. nire; and 






cs which 


fttherwiir i " ^ 


-I3 IH 


lonietl, or m lower pf J"- 


Laion. : 


. quit 


yottrielf 


of thrfeobU- 


Ipsions, V 


Jii: arts in their lum l>iare your 


pBairncc . 


; hc^df 


% who kt^ow^ btit fom* 


$rm i*mf' 






■■ ■ /jr- 


ftim ui^i 






jCr 


^e or two of thciii to 








iimdcr the ccnfuiT aiuf c^ 








itatiGg pcd^iiu . \ 






Any 


k^ writer* who Li 






' «o 


^^Bgitijh hintfrU by 






r.| ; 


Hl^anc . V. )i : t 






ptn 


iii€:> 






...^ ;'t>rc : 


^f.' rv ir.. 






blotted 


my iiuifiis S.M . L.'i 1 r.f,. ' * * ■ 






- I 


BttQw, ciy Lurdi ycioi . 






:-cr. 




I' 



'•f 



36a A LETTER 

thu in your prfvatc capadty you never refufed your 
purfe and credlc to the fervice ^d fupport of learned or 
ingenious mcTi ; sud that ever fitice you hav^e been in pn- 
bbc employmenf, pu Kave confiantly bdlowcd yoor fa- 
vours to the inofl deferving perfons. Bat 1 deJiie your 
Lonlfiup not to be deceived : we never wril admit of 
ihefe cjfcufes, nor will allow yoar private liberality, as 
rear as it is, to attone for your exceifit^e public thrift, 
ttt here again I am afraid moft good fubjes^s will inter- 
pofe in your defence, by alledgmg the defperate condition 
you found tha nation in> and the necelHrj' there was for 
fo able and faithful a He ward to retrieve it, if poffibles by 
the utm oft frugality. We grant all this, my Lord; bat 
ihrn it Ought Ijkewife to be confiiJered, that you have 
already faved fevcral millions to the public, and that 
what we afk is too inconfiderable to break into any rules 
of the Uridteil good htifbandry. The French King bc- 
ftows abont half a doxen penfiotrs to learned men m fe- 
veral parts of Europe, and perhaps a dozen in Ms own 
kingdom ; which in the whole do probably not amount 
to half the income of many a private commoner in Eng- 
land, yet have more contributed to the glory of that 
Prince, than any million he hath othenvife employed. 
For leaFuing, like all true merit, h eafify fatisfted ; whil^ 
the falfe and counterfeit i$ perpetually craving, and ne\^er 
think? it hath enough, TLe fmallell favour given by 3 
great prince, as a mark of cfteem, to rewand the endow- 
ments of the mind* never fails to be returned with praiie 
and gratitude, and loudly celebrated to the world. I 
have known fome years ago feveral peofions |ivcn to 
particular perfonsj (how defervedly I fhall not tncjdie) 
any one of which, if divided mto fmaller parcels » and 
diftribated by the crown to thofe, who mi^ht upon oc- 
cafion diilingnifh themfelves by fome cxtr a ordinary pro- 
duflion of wit or learning, would be amply fuffident to 
anfwer the end. Or if any fuch perfons were above ma* 
ney, {as every great gtwrnf certainly h with very modc- 
rtte convenienctes of life) a medal, or Jo me mark of 
diftin£hon» would do full aj well* 

Btr T I forget my province, and find myfeljrtu ruing 
ptojeBor before I am aware j altlio' it be one of the UH 
ofr^a<Seri under which 1 ftvou\d \K.iMz ^ %ws:dSL Wore 
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your Lordfhipy eipecially when I have the ambition of 
afplringto that of being, with the greateft refped and 
tradi. 

My L o R Dy 



Tour LoriJhifU 



tnoft obedient, moft obliged^ 



and moft humble fetvant* 



London^ Feb, 22, 
171112. 
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Some FREE THOUGHTS 



UPON THE 



Present [STATE or AFFAIRS*. 



Written in the year 17 14. 

WHATEVER may be thought or praaifed by pro- 
found politicians, they wiS hardly be able to con- 
vince the reafonable part of mankind, thatthemoftplain, 

fliort» 



* About a month before the demift of Queen Anne, the 
Dean having laboured to reconcile the minifters to each other 
without luccefs, retired to the hoafe of a friend in Berkihire» 
and never law them more. But, durin? this retreat, he wrote 
the following treadle, whidi he thou^t might be of fome nSc 
even in that jundure, and fent it up to London to be printed : 
but, upon (bme difference in opinion between the author and 
the late Lord Bolingbroke, the publication was delayed till the 
Qpeen's death ; and then he recalled his copy. It was after- 
wards placed in the hands of the late Alderman Barber, from 
whom it was obtained to be printed. The ruin of the n^ftry 
by this animofity among themfelves was long fore(een and lore- 
told by Swift ; and it appears by Lord Bobngbroke's letter to 
Sir William Wyndham, that in his heart he renounced his friend- 
ikif for Oxford long before the condufion of the peace, dio' 
. it did not appear till afterwards. '* The peace", (ays be, 
** which had been judged to be the only (olid foundation where- 
*' upon we could trtCt a Tory fyflem, and yet when it was 
•• made we found ourfelves at a (land ; nay, the very work, 
*' which ought to have been the bails of our (Irength, was in 
•* part dcmoliflied before our eyes, and we were (loned with 
'* the ruins of it." This event probably rendered the difimi- 
on of the miniftry vifible ; (bme principally endeavouring to fc- 
cure themielves, ibme (till labouring to e(hibiiHi at all events 
rhc party they had e(pou(ed, which fkw nothing but " encrea(e 
" of mortificatioD, and nearer a^^roaches to ruin^. And it is 
not to be wondered, tbat "iiViea ^% U^^% n^^^^ucn^ the 
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ftOrt» eafyi, fafc* and lawful way to any good end is not 
ftore eligible, tlian one diirdly conaary iJi Tome or all of 
bcfc quiiJities* i hstve been frequently niTured by great 
_^liiiiticr5, chat politics were nothing but comtnon {^iitt, % 
swliich^ as it was the only tiue thing they fpokc. fo It was 
;hc oiily thing they could have wiQicd I ITiould not be* 
"eve. God hath given the bulk of mankind a capacity 
undeHland rcafon when it \s fairly offered i and by 
pdon they would eafily be governed^ if it were left to 
^choice, Thofe princes in all ages, who were moft 
iiilhcd for their myilerious fkill in government* 
'by the event, that they had tli confullcd thetf owq 
Btet, or the eafe and happincfs of their people; nor hath 
"erity remembered them with honours fuch as LyJiin- 
Icr and Philip among the Greeks, Tiberius in Rome, 
Eope Alexander the fath and his fon Ciefar Borgiji, 
^ceo Catherine de Medicisi Philip the fccond of Spain^ 
krith majiy other*. Nor arc examples Icfs frecjticnc of 
miniftcrs, famed for men of deep intrigue> whoft poli- 
tics have produced little tnorc th;m murmurfngs fui'lioni, 
and diicontents, which ufnaily terminated in die difgrace 
and ruin of the authors. 

I can recoiled but three occafions in a ftate» where the 
ilents of fuch men may be thought ncceffary : I mean in 
rftatc where ihf^ prince is obeyed and loved bv h^ fob- 
fird, i^ ' ■ i^itionnfa peace; m 

djulUng the lu: . r^nx own crmntry of 

the natiom round u*^ wa^ ' i:r 

neighbours and jdbea, wr . .i- 

mottg them : ladi/, in tliv inaii&Kvmctit of partiu ami 
factions at home fn tlie itll of tfi* fc c^jfc* I have ofwo 
heard it obfen ^ un good \ ilrm i^ht* 

coce to the p' L V prfyveci U' tuaJ tKan all 

Me art^^ wmcb 1 rcsieaiber a ^reiU foreign miiitfter 
YquU. >r ^ trfed 



.an 



\ taken iii«tfkn» in concert with liim to htvt avoyt J cithrr. 
lUliea yoo Jtavt ria4 Uiii fjm^ikt, i\t^9 t^m^t HiUm^\ 
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•ufed in contempt to call the fpirit of negpdating* In the 
fecond cafe much wifdom ajdd a thorough knowledge in 
affairs both foreign and domeftic are certainly required ; 
after which I know no talents neceflary befides method 
and {kill in the common forms of bafinefs. In the lail 
cafe, which is that of managing parties, there feems in- 
deed to be more occasion for employing this gift of the 
lower politics, whenever the tide runs high againft the 
court and miniftry, which feldom happens under any to- 
lerable adminifb-ation, while the true interefl of the na- 
tion is purfued. Sut here in England (feu* I do not pre- 
tend to ellablifh maxims of government in general) v«4ule 
the prince and miniihy, the clergy, the majcn-ity of land- 
ed men,' and bulk of the people appear to have the fame 
views and the fame principles, it is not obvious to me, 
how thofe at the helm can have many opportunities of 
ihewing their (kill in myflery and refinement, beiide« 
what themielves think fit to create. 

I have been aflured by men long prafliied in bnfinefs, 
that tjie fecrcts of court are much fewer than we gene- 
rally fuppofe ; and I hold it for the greateft iecret of 
court, tiiat they are fo : becaufe the firfk fprings of great 
events, like tho(e -of great rivers, are often fo mean and 
fo litde, that in decency they ought to be hid : and there- 
fore minifters are fo wife to leave their proceedings to be 
accounted for by reafoners at a diftance, who often 
mould them into fyftems, that do not only go down ytxy 
well in the cofFee-houfe, but are fupplies for pamphlets in 
the prefent age, and may probably furnifh materials for 
memoirs and hiflories in the next. 

It is true indeed, that even thofe who are very near 
the court, and are fuppofed to have a large (hare in the 
management of public matters, are apt to dedud. wrong 
conlequences by reafoning upon the caufes and motives 
of thofe adions wherein themfclves are employed. A 
great minifler puts you a cafe, and alks your opinion, but 
conceals an eflential circumflance, upon which the whole 
weight of the matter turns ; then he defpifeth your un- 
derftanding for counfelling him no better, and concludes, 
he ought to truft entirely to his own wifdom. Thus he 
grows to abound in fecrets and referves even towards 
rAo/e, with whom he OMg\a X.o ^ \xi \iia ^teatell confi- 
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^nce md coDccn: and thm the w-orld iiv brotJght t<i j 
judge* thsz wltsrever be tlie iHbe aiixi events it ^^is all | 
' i» contrmdp and braoght to pafii by fomc inalltr«J 

ro«flU3 politics^ 
Fcoald produce mnumerable tnftancest from my ofl 
memory and obfen*atioiit of events imputed to die (>rt>-J 
jond fltiU and addrfff^of a miniHer^ whkh in reality wtto\ 
ither the mere eff e& of negligence, weakoefs, hucnocr> 1 
f aliioti, or pride ; or at bc^, but the oaturul couife of | 
ihings left to therafelvea. ♦* 

Dc it Ji*c this Ycry feOion of parliament, ' '5?^* 

llooi gee de man, who hath much credit '■>•■ • ii¥ ! 

r, would occds have it, that in tlie late . at 

t, which grew too high to be any longLi , ihc 

Riaitcf was carried with the utmofl Jc.tteMty Oa 
3e, and with m^nifeO ill cojodad on thr othrr, To 
S this he n moliplaui '^ra 

jftaturtv ^ R of the ft' _ . ^n-* 

1 ai well as o!f her Miijftty ; all which he know? a« 
i any miin ; and gstv»- me :\ tlfL ol of til ■ wlioj© 
an appear anicc of t i to 

siiid pafs for an adiu^^ :,. j.,.^. .., ,^.,^, ..iilo-^ 
iTet I am at the fame time convinced by the 1 
atigell reafons, that the ilfiic of chofe diUcnfionJ, as to | 
lie pamJtey had m the court and houfc of lonli* was 
fly cwitjg to very drffcrcnt caufe«, and partly to tli^ | 
ation of ifairs, from whence in that conjtmfiuie they I 
' 1 not eaftly terminate oiJicrwifr than th< ' ' ^.it- \ 
tet itn happy confeooences they mav hiivtf t ifc^ 

In bite manner t have hsEard li ' " ice 

wJth great gravity, tiiat he had t ilt 

9f matignAnt fcvtrs, and as many mute ol ;! x;. 

whereas in trnih nine parts in ten of ihofev^ cd 

©wed ihcir livei to the ftrength ^^ od 

oOfiititutiao, while fach a om 1. •i.cir 

doaor. 

BvTm. nrhile it h fo difficult to If^rti :hr fprioi^t and 



btiuig upoa affairs of 



l^te fLgt hm. to be i 



k 



366 SoMi FREE THOUGHTS yrof 

fe^clung too de^p. And xs I have ktiowEt thb t& be the 
frcqiietit error oi many others, (0 I ani i«re it kath been 
perpetually niinci whenever I have atumpted to diicov« 

tKc ciafes. of polrlic^l evenis by rcfiTiemciit and conje- 
Ittire; which I mu ft acknowledge hath very much abated 
Ji>y -on for what thfry call arntnn imptrii ; «r hereof 

1 ^i, . rmnce, that the fewer there arc in tuy admi* 

l^flritJoii, it b juli lb mai'h the better. 

What I have hitherto faid, h^th by no means httn 
iotcftded to detraft from^ the qut^lhies rcqaifitein tfaofe, 
who ;Lre t/ufted with the ad m migration of public a^irs ; 
OB the contrary, I know no ftation of life, where great 
tbiliues and yirtues of all kinds are fo highly neceflkry, 
atki whore ihe want of any is fo quickly or univer^ly 
felt, A great miniflcr hath no virtue for wkkh the 
public may not be rhc befier, nor any defe^ by whidl 
the public is net certainly a fuficren I have known more 
than oijce or twice within four years pail, an omiiEon, in 
appearance Y€ry fmall, prove aim oft fatal to a whole 
fcheme, and vtry hardly retrieved. It ia not always 
fufficicnl for the perfon at the helm, that he is ititrepid 
m his nature^ free from any tinfture of avarice or cor- 
rujjtion, and that he bath great natural and acquired 
abilities. 

I tii'ver thought the reputation of much fecrecy was a 
character of any advaritage to a minifter, bccaufe it pat 
2UI other men upon their guard to be as fccret as he, and 
was confcqucntly the occalion that perfonf and things 
were always mifreprcfcnted to him ; becaulc likewife too 
great nn affectation of fecrecy is ufnally thought to be at- 
tended with thofe Uttlt; intri;^ues and refinements, whkh 
among the vulgar denominate a man a great politician j 
but among others is apt, whether dtfcrvedly or no, to 
acquire the opinion of conning; a talent, which dlifcrs a* 
much from the true knowledge of government, as that 
of an attorney from an able lawyer. Neither indeed am 
I altogether convinced, that this habit of muhi plying fe* 
cncts may not be carried on fo far a^ ta flop that comma- 
nication, which is neceflar>' in fome degree among all 
who have any confiderabic part in ihe man a gem cut of 
puhlk aifairs ; becauCe I have obferved the incnnvenicn- 
cies writing from a w^rti ol Vwt \K\^t<:u^Qk ^^ ^ 
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fd give dtfe^iom, m&a%t beett of aj ill confeqaeiics^ at 
y chat could happen from ih« difcoverj of frairts. I 
ippofc^ wh^n a building is to be ere^cd, the tnodel 

snay be ihe cancrlva^nce aoly of one head ; znd h ii ftif* 

ficient that the under workmen be ordered to c«t ftonei. 
inm ccrtatit Oiipes^ and pUce them in cenam poiitions : 
but the feveral maller-builders muft have fooie general 
nowl edge of the defign, uixhout which they can give 
tirdcrs at alL Aad. indeed, I do not know a greater 
rk of an able nwniiler, than tltat of rightly adaptmg 
fcvf ral facnkies of men ; nor is any thing more to be 
mei^ted than the iinpra^kablenefs of doing this in any 
re at degree under our prefeitt circimniatKes, whik fo 
any ihnt themfclves out by adhering to a fatlion, and 
hile the court k enfbved to tlie impatjeace of otherst 
who defire to fell their vote* or their inter eft, as dear 
a,*i they can. But whether this haaeh not been fubmitted 
to tnorc than was necefikry^ whether it hath not been 
langerciis in the example, and pcmiciotis in the pradice, 
will k-ave tO the inqniiy of thofc who can better de* 
rmine, 

be matter of no Kttk adini radon to tanfider in^ 

the Hate of affairs among us foi four year* 

*Juecn finding herfelf and tlie majority of her 

dng ■ ^ vn weary of the avarice and iniblence* the 

_»jft;i ^ :J€s^ aod dcilruftive principles of Jicr tbrtner 

rainiilers ; calls to the fervicc of the public another fel 

jncn, who by confefHoa of their enemies had e4|ual a- 

*s at leoil with tlieir ppcdccefibrs 5 whoic mterrft 

it nectlTiiry for ihcm (altho' thcjr inclination!! had 

otherwife) to a^t upon lb ofe maxims which wct€ 

agreeable to the coT>ftitution in diurch and fbvte f 

birth and patriinoTiiL's gave them weight in tlw: 

i and who (I fpeak of ihofe who were to have the 

art in alf.iiri) had long lived under the /hiitlcll; 

in friend Ehip : with all thefe advanutgci fupp<MteJ 

a viiH majoiiiy of the landed interei?, and ilic inferior 

rpy alnaolt to a man, we !, ' . ' ,:t^. 

^relent adnHniJlraiLin in th rv 

fcear the brink of ruin, 

3iurcb and monarchy tiv. 

\ »pp<rar to mc ,i\ liiu ituwAV; 1 *3ft^ ^ 
11 h X 
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tingf that their power or duration are upon any tolerable 
foot of fccurity ; which I do not fo much impute to the 
addicfs and induflry of their enemies, as to fome failures 
among themfelves, which. I think have been full as via- 
ble in their caufes as their e£FeAs. 

NoTHiPTG hath given me greatei indignaiion than to 
behold a miniftry, who came with the advantages I have 
repreiented,. adling ever fince upon the defensive in the 
houfe of Lords wiSi a majority on their fide ;and inHead 
of calling others to account^ as it was reaibnably expell- 
ed, miCpending their time,, and loAng many opportuni^ 
ties of doing good^ because a flruggling fadlion kept them 
continually in play. This courage among the adverfar 
ries of the court was infpired into them by vaiious xncir 
dents» for every one of which 1 think the mintfitrs^ or 
(if that was the cafe), the minifter alone is to anfwer. 

For, firfi:, that race of politicians,, who in the cant 
phrafe are called the nuhimficah*^ was never (b nume- 
rous, or at lead (b adiive, as it hath been fince the great 
change at court ; numy of thoie who pretended wholly 
to be in with the principles upon which her Majefty and 
her new fervants proceeded, either abfenting themielves 
with the ntmoft indifierence, ia thofe conjunctures where*- 
on the whole cauie depended, or iiding dij^dUy .with 
the enemy. 

I very well remember, whea: this minifhy was not v^ 
bore a year old, there was a little murmorifig among 
fnch as are called the higher Tories or Churchmen, that 
quicker progrefs was not made in removing thofe of the 
difcontented party out of employments. I remember 
likewife, the reafonings upon t^is mattes were various, 
even among many who were allowed to know a good 
deal of the infide of the court ; fome fuppofed the (^cea 
was at firft prevailed on to make that great change with 

no 

• Whimficals were Tories who had been eager Hi the coin 

cliifion of the peace till the treaties were pcrfcOed, then they 

cuuld conje up to no dire A approbation. In the clamour railed 

Bhout the danger of the fiicceffion they jpined the "Whigs, and 

dcchred dirc<fkly againll lV\c\v ^ai^V, a.ud affcjfVed in moft other 

points a moftgiorimis ucuiraiVl^. ?»tt ^qW^Oll^ \rxxk t» 

\v''yiidhani,p.48, 49» 
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no ochcf vjtw than thai of aiiling for the futiHc upon ^\ 
mttJt ■ In <»fiier to nfCOntilc both parti ej 

»fl tl i - H igh t poiTibl y have been fi^mt pr m q nd 1 1 

for Uiis iiijppoiiiioa Qthen c<mceivetl tlie - 
were leR uudifpofcd of, In otd^r to keep ?il; 
«>f m^ny mori* tmpaiictic canJiclatcs than ever ciwUW bscj 
tihed. Thja litjth Tmee bteii looktd on ;is ^ vrrr" 
igh llrain of politics, ami to h^Tc iiiccccticd ;?! 

bftimfe it r, ^.r^ opinion of m?ji}% tbai tJ.. 
oil ls WDult^ utrvL-r have hccxi 

tn cii , :rm had bi??utatoi!C Othtrf ' 

yei more reljned ; antl thought il neither wife tvof Taftl 
wholly 10 exringmlh aM tippeiluon from the othct iklc s| 
* ecaufe in the nature of d^iu^ k was abfolu sely iiectf-' 
rythai there Oiogld be pjutks in an Englith parlLi- 
eni: : and a facbon akead]^ odious to the people might 
ftJiTci-ed to centinae with lefs d^ii^er, than anv new I 
e that could arift- To confirm thj3 it was bil, thai I 
mJijonty in ihe h<?>ufe of Commons wai too j-^rtai omi 
he fide of the High-church, anii be^iin to ftiim thcm-1 
"vcs into a body (by the name ' ' ^ '^ ^ol>c^ club) jtt 
der to put the mijiiilry under r LnJlIy* tht 

r of introdoiriiig too great a ijLijnhcr i ' 
jnen at once ijito office, was orged a^ . 
n for makin;,* ehangts by i\ow degrees S adiit-ifdi 
able officer from an cmpkiyment, of parr of a com^ 
miffioo^ where the revenue ot rr;' fofj 

no other reafcn b-af dtiTcrifi^ ih ■ . go-* 

vemment, might he of ictribk C' . 1 ,.. [.cc 

Howr^^Ff?, it is crrtaiii, tJiiit ^:'ii-. "f tbde rxrtiffil 
wer- "> men, who ilfgi^ed vi 

the ; .il frmihfi. For fifi, rh. 

mpo ipreh^ofjii 

imp 4^ iti the i 

the fpitit railed fe>y the tnaJ of I 
tnCSKltkm, mr-is urrt- notib kctr ^ 
{elvet, MM to 1 ncinks «(«f» h- 

piSfcifice ie> d f: At J ir 'ti I 

fkb geoeral :. 
frMtt fc^-" 
eral 
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the fear of creating another party in cafe the prefent fa- 
ction were wholly fubdued, was in the opinion of plain 
men, and in regard to the fituation of oar affairs, too 
great a facrifice of the nation's fafety to the geniki of po* 
litics ; coniidering how much was to be done, and how 
little time might probably be allowed. Befldes, the di-> 
vifion of a hotife of Commons into court and country* 
parties, which was the evil they feemed to apprehend^ 
could never be dangerous to a good miniftry, who had 
the true intereft and conAttution of their country at 
heart : as far the appreheniion of too-great a majority id 
the houfe of Commons, it appeared to be fo vam, that ' 
npoD fome points of importance the court was hardly able 
to procure one. And the Oflober-club,. which appeared 
£> formidable at iirfl to fome politicians, proved in the 
iequcl to be die chief fupport of thofe who fufpefled 
them. It was likewife very well known that the great- 
eft part of thofe men, whom the fornoer miniftry left in 
poiieilion of employments, were loudly charged with inp 
lufficiency or corruption, over and above thek obnoxious- 
tenets in religion and government ; fo that it would have 
been a matter of fome difficulty to make a woHe choice ; 
beddes, that plea for keeping men of fadUous principles 
in employment upon the fcore of their abilities, was- 
thought to be extended a little too far, and conftrued to 
take in all employments whatsoever, altha* many of thea» 
required no more abilities than would ferve to oualify a 
gentleman- ufher at court : fo that this laft excaie for the 
very flow fteps made in difarming the adverfaries of the 
crown, was allowed indeed to have more plauftbihty, but 
lefs truth, than any of the former 

I do not here pretend to condemn the counfels or ar 
6lions of the prefent miiudry : their fafety and intereft 
are vifibly united with thole of the public, they are per- 
fbns of unqueftionable abilities, altogether unfurpcdled of 
avarice or corruption, and have the advantage to be far- 
ther recommended by the dread and hatred of the oppo- 
fite faftion. However, it is manifeft that the zeal of 
their friends hath been cooling towards them for above 
two years pafl : they have been frequently deferted or 
tlhireiTed upon the moft prefi\t\^ occ"aJ\oiv%, ^tvd very near 
giving up in defpsdr : tJ\evt dvaxa&su \v3bNt,\i^^Ti ^jSx^^ 




» dirtMj trthdt^ w hiimg tht, old 

sail ^ff'vfii n«ice tmOFt ibId ftar- 

to Im ^»at die fucwiinB . »cl CBoacd to tltatk 

ik, irlio jKcmdb id dan cbr omro by k k mano t. 
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Others, efpecially of late, farmired on the c<mtrar)% tl) 
the demands of the houfe of Hanover were induftriouH 
femcnce^ by fome irt power, without the privity ef 
-^^or — — , No^^'^ altho* theie accitfaEions were ' 
iiicooftlleni to be all of them trae, yei tbcy were in all - 
ciottfly ftiifered to pafs, an<J thereby took off much of 
that popah nrv, which thofe nt the helm flood in need 
of to f, m Qti4et T.^ ! hies of a lone; 

plexif\g on, a daii^ jii of public t.^ 

iJid an ex ha titled treafitry. 

BoT the effects of this myftical manner of proceedtn 
flid not end here r for the late dlikniiom between iH 
grctt men at court (which have been, for fome time pa 
tlic public (?ntertainnient of every coffee- houfe) are fei 
to have arifen (mm the fame fomtain s while on one fid 
very gre^t fcferve, and certainly very great refeatmet 
on the other*, if we m«y believe general report (for ! 
pretend to know no farther) have inflamed ajjjmoiJrirv to 
liich a height, as to make all reconcilement impr 
ble, Suppofmg thb to be true, it may fervc fori 
leffcn of humijiation to mankind, to beh&ld the ^ 
And paffions of men, other wife highly accompli^ 
tunphingover interefl, frieod/hip, honour, and the 
perfonal fafety, as well a^ that of their counsry, 
probably of a moft gracious prince fs who hath e^ruHts 
it to theiii. A ftiip*s crew quarrelling in a florm* 
while their enemies are within gun-Ihot, is hut a hli 

idea of this fatal jniatuation : of which, ahho' it be ' 

to fiiy enough, fomtr people may think perhaps 1 havt 
already faSd too much. 

SiNQt this unhnppy mcidi^nt, tlit defertbn 14 

and lofs of reputation have been fo great, th.:. 
lee how the m in filers could have continued many week 
in their llationE, if their oppofers of all kinds had agr^ 
about the methods by whkh they Oiouldbe ruined* in 
their prefefvaiion hitherto feems to refembjr hjs, wh 
kad two poifoHs given him together of contiary opera^ 
lions. 

bt may fcem very imp«r^n€nt in out of jay level i 

poil 



* Lord Oxford^s rdjctn ^*i tfejt e*safc ol ^>Oi\^^t^V% -i 
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:>int out td ihoCcy who fit at the hdnii what couHe 
bey ought to fteer. I know eoough of courts to be fcfi- 
E.bk, how memn an opmbn great miniilera have of moil 
Fmens undcrllaiMimg ; to a degree^ that in any other Ici- 
[cnce would be called the groffell pedantry. Howcyct, 
lonkfs I oiPer my fendments in thia poiM, all I have 
Skithcrto faid, will be to no purpofe. 

Thi general wiihes and defircs of a people are per* 

haps more obvious to other tnen, than to miiiillers of 

flate. There are two poiuts of the highelt importancei 

wherein a very great majoricy of the klr^gdom appear 

pcrfei5tly hearty and unanimous, FirJl, that the church 

cf England fliould be preferved entire in all her rights, 

I powers and privileges ; all do'5\riue5 rektitig to |ovcni- 

1 mcnt difcouraged, which Ihe condemni i all ichifinfi 

[fe% and herefies difcountenanced and kept under due 

lfubje£bon, as far as confiiis with the lenity of our con- 

[ jlitution J h^r open enemies (among whom I indude at 

cail difTenters of aU denomin:ttions) not trullcd wtth the 

idleJi degree of civil or Bidiiary power; and her fe- 

cret adverf&ries under the names of Whigs, Low-church, 

[feep^ubl leans, ModeraticHi-men and the like. Receive o# 

Di.irks of favour from the crown, bat what chey Ihould 

ieicrve bv a lincere reftjrniation. 

Hau this point been Ikadily purfued in all its parts, 

^fof three years pall, and aiTcrted as the avowed reiolud- 

' &ti of the court, there muil probiibly have bccii an end 

&f faftiont which hath been able ever fmce with & much 

rigour to difturb and inlhlt the adminifhaiion. I know 

tery well* that fome rt-fintTs pretend to argue for the 

fefulnefi of parties in fuch a government as ours : I have 

lid fotneLhing of ihh already^ and have heard a great 

nany idle wife topks upon the fubjed. Bat 1 fhall not 

ifgue iliAt matter at prtd-ri^ I C^ippoht if a man think* 

neceiTary to />% will . he will chufe one of 

liat U IcaS muw... ...,i oihcrwifcp altho' It 

I becrufhed, it may have life tuough to lling 
leath* So» 1 think it is not Mte tampering with 
llhc prrfcnt faAion, at Jcall in tht* jandture: fui\j bc- 
Cjiufe their principles and pradices have been already 
uis to the condiuitbn in church and flatc : 
caufc tht7 are hijhly irritated with the M$ 
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of their power, fiilt of venom and vengeance, and fre^ 
pared to cxecate every thing that rage or malice can fug- 
gelt : but principally, becaufe they have pre\^aiJe4 by 
mifreprefeniiitJGns and other artifices to make the fuc- 
cdlbr !ook upon them a.^ the only perfons he cam tmft : 
upon which account they cannot be too foon, or too 
much di fabled: neither will England ever be fafe from 
the attempts of this wicked confederacy, uniil their 
ffrength and inierell fiiall be fo far reduced^ that for the 
future it Ihall not be in the power of the crown > altho' 
in conjun£liott with any rich and faftious body of men, 
to cbyfe an ill majority in the houfe of Commons. 

Okc J!ep very neceflary to this great work will be to 
reg;ulate the army, and chiefly tnoft; troops which iu 
their nuns have the care of her Majelly's perfon ; who 
are mol! of them fitter to guard a Prince under an h'gh 
cmrt of jiijlki^ than feated on the tl\rone. The pe- 
cnliar hand of providence hath hitherto preferred her 
MajeHy, encompa/Ted, whether fleeping or travelling, 
by her enemies : but iince religion teacheth ui, that 
providence ought not to be tempted, it is ill venturing 
to truft that precious life any longer to thofe, who by 
their public behaviour and difcourfe difcovcr their im- 
patience to fee it at an end ; that they may have liberty 
to be the inflruments of gJuttmg at once the revenge of 
their patrons and their own. It Ihould be well remem* 
bered, what a fatisfaaion thcfe gentlemen (after the 
c;ramp!e of their betters) were fo fangtiine to ejcprefs 
upon the Queen's lail illnefs at Windfor, and what threat- 
nings they ufed of refufing to obey their general, in 
cafe that ill ncfs had proved fatah Nor do T think it a 
want of charity to fafped* that in fuch an evil ^^y an en- 
raged faflion would be highly pleafed with the power 
of the fwordj and with great connivance leave it io long 
uufhetthed, until they were got rid of their moll for^ 
jnidable adverfaries* Jn the mean time it muft be a very 
melancholy profpeftt that whenever it fliaJl pleafe God 
to vifit us with this calami tyt thofe who are paid to be 
defenders of the civil power, will Hand ready for any 
aft5 of violence, that a Junta compofed of the greatcll e- 
jje/nici IO the conftitution Ihall think fit to enjoin them, 

Tnit other point of grtU Ittv^ixsai^c u ^e fecurity of 
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name blc&ig^ 

I nxib pfoved 

liectt i» CtfiMi to m& frvcal acqnamticce a> 
(ig Ac oppcifite fSflrtr. ^^lieiiirf xhej, or tiicir leaden^ 
nsalljr iuiped^ thcfe ^aJ becA n cr siiy deSgn m thel 
miirf to weakem tke ibcccfion is lavoar of die PtiUm- 
dtTf or of miiy odier peHbo f r hu fc er a-. Soae of diem* 
frcdjp zniWered b die ocgatirc : ocbers urerc of ibe fknie 
ofmuoop bof added^ ihef did DOt kiMMf «rbit ladgiic be 
do!acmtisie,aadopoiifAn)bcf fifpvocatioei: otbem^aiii 
leaned to bdime ma aijginafive, btst cooM never ffo- 
dtice mf pfauilble gnxsnds fiof their belief. J bare Itke-i 
wife been sBored bf a pcrf«i of f^ —- -— ' — nee, tbatj 
during a vciy iieir ami cocilarA L *:h€ S^^^\ 

men at court for four ycira palt, iic: rtcvcr cowd obfervep 
even ia dioie bours of cottvedadon ivhf re tbere i^ ufualjy 
dm one word ever palTcd among them to 
' 10 the prcfent fetLlem^nt ; altW tbey 
himent, that tire faJfe reprefentatiotia 
ingtJomV er^-mie* had made ibme im- 
ad of the r. As to my own ■ 

.ce i can J, jd, that excepting 

rwbo ai^ nonjuror} by piOidliuti, 1 1 rave liot met v^lth 
U o m*H^>fi^ ^^^0 appcAred to have any fcriiples 
.Lion of the crown. 1 there- 
, irdally be pfonouncetl, ihit 
who wilh to fee the foil of the ab- 
the throne, is aTtogcihcr inconfi- 
: I believe it will be founJ, that 

I lucb dread any attempt he (hall 

of hi!s iiTvigined rights, as the 
1.5 I I I i-^*knd ; who love thrir freet!<im 
too well to dcfirt Ills enumtt \^ ^Vi^^tv^ 
1 i 141 
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army, and a field of blood ; who muft condnae upoft 
the fame foot if he changeth his religion, and muft ex- 
pe€t to be the firil and greateil fvfFerers if he fhoold hap- 
pen to fail. 

As to the perfon of this nominal prince, he lies under 
all manner of difadvantages : the vulgar imagine him to 
have been a child impofed upon the nation by the frau- 
dulent zeal of his parents and their bigotted counfellors ; 
who took fpecial care, againft all the rules of common 
policy, to educate him in their hateful fnperftition, fucked 
m with his milk, and confirmed in his manhood, too 
i^rong to be now (haken by Mr Lefley *; and a counter- 
feit converfion will be too grofs to pafs upon the king- 
dom, after what we have feen and fuflered from the like 
praftice in his father. He is like wife faid to be of weak 
intelledbials, and an unibund conftitution ; he was treated 
contemptibly enough by the young princes of France, 
even during the war ; is now wholly negle^ed by that 
crown, and driven to live in exile upon a fmall exhibidoa : 
he is utterly unknown in England, which he left in the 
cradle : his father's friends are moil of them dead, the 
refl antiquated or poor. Six and twenty years have al- 
mofl paft fince the re'volution^ and the bulk of thofe who 
are now mofl in aftion either at court, in parliament, or 
public offices, were then boys at fchool <»* the univerfities, 
and look upon that great change to have Happened 
during a period of time fbr which they are not account- 
able. The logic of the higheft tories is now, that this 
was the ellablifhment they found, as foon as they arrived 
to a capacity of judging; that they had no hand in 
turning out the late King, and therefore have no crime to 
anfwer for, if it were any : that the inheritance to the 
crown is fixed in purfuance of laws made ever fince their 
remembrance, by which all Papifts are excluded, and 
they have no other rule to go by : that they will no more 
difpute King William the thirdh title, than King William 

the 

• Lefley was a nonjuring clergyman, who wrote a letter from 
Barlcduc in Lorrain, the place of the Pretender's refidence, ad- 
drcfied to a member of Parliament in London, in praife and on 
behalf of Jiis prince. The VeUet vj«is ^imud» and publicly handed ' 
stbout in London. Ha-wfec/, 
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ke Jtffi^si fince tiicy mafl have rccoiirfe to hMory flw 

uth : that they have been inilruded in the dotlriaea of 

^, obedience, noti-rcMance, and hereditary rightj 

nd them al! ncceflary for preferring the pre lent etW ' 

nent in church and itatc, and for continuing the fuc- 

eflion in the houfe of Hanover, and iniiil in their own 

jjinion renounce all thofe d opines by fetting up anjr 

ther tide to the crown. This, 1 fay, fet:ms to be th« 

ohtical creed of all the high-principied men I have for 

_^ Suie time met with of forty years old and under ; which 

"tltho* I do not pretend to jniljfy in every part, yet I ;tm 

fune it fets the Proteftant fuccelTton upon a math Hrme r 

"''nundation, than all the indigefted fchemea of tliofc 

irho profcis to a£l upon what they call re^&iumn-pf i«- 

NEiTHHit (hotild it perhaps be foon forgotten, that 
greateil licentioufnefs of the prefi, while the 
jrader of tlie Qti^en was every day mftifted id 
ttioui papers and ballad*., not the Icaft refleftnig infmu^ 
lion ever 3ppe;4rcdagainli the Hano v*inan fkmil)% what* 
vtt oeeafion was offered lo intemperate ^cn^ hy the raih* 
th Or indiicrction of one or two mmiiiers fr^m thence. 
FfE^oM ali thcfe con fi derations, i muft thiTefore !ay ii 
&WI1 ai an jnconicftable trmh, that the fticct'Bjon tb^ 
bcfe kingdoms in the illuilrious ho«fe of Hanover \% as 
niy fecoicd as tlie nature of the thing can polBhly ad- 
|st ; by the oaths of all thofe who ai*e entruHcd with any 
" ^ by the very principles of thofe who 3re termed the 
htrch^ by the general mclinations of the people, by 
Ecaocy of that pericn who claims it from in- 
and the little atfiftancc he can esipeit either 
FSrpfifJce* abroad or adherents at home. 

HowiVEn* fince the rirdcnt uppoiers of the Queen 
ad her a^' ^^ far prevailed by their c* 

lliTarks it; a er. and by their practices 

T>r\ oiic or ttt^w igtioraiu, a i>i>iaT^ tie riy m^Jleni^frs frf>ni 
ience, as to iri&ke the iifftat dciire fome farther fecuiTty, 
nd fend over it mrm^ria/ here to that end : the great 
loctlion b how to give rcafonable fatisfadion to his 
lighnefs, and (what ix infinitely of gtcatcr confcquencej 
the Jiime rime confult the Koitdur and fafety of the 
Jueent whofc qaict f o^^oa h of much moic cotvfeo^^cice 
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to us of the prefent age, than his renjtrfion The fubftanoe 
of his memorial^ if I retain it right, is to defire that ibntt 
one of bis ^unily might live in England, with fuch a 
maintenance as is ufu^ to thofe of ^iroyal blood, and 
that certain titUi fhould be confbrri^d upon the reft ac* 
cording to antient cul^om. The tnemnrial doth not fpe« 
cify which of the family (hould be iHvited to refide here ; 
and if it had, I believe however, her Majefty would have 
looked upon it as a circumftance left to her own choice. 

But, as all this is moft manifeftly nnneceflary in itfelf* 
and only in compliance with the miftaken doubts of a pre- 
fumptive heir ; fb the nation would (to (peak in the Ian* 
guage of Mr Steel) expect, diat Jier Majefty fliould be 
made perfedly eafy from that fide for the ^tnre ; no 
more to be alarmed with apprehenfions of 'uifits^ or it* 
mands of furitSf where * fhe hath not thought fit to give 
any iffvitation. The nation would likewife expeit^ tiiat 
there ihonld be an end of all private commerce between 
that court and the leaders of a party here ; and, that hit 
Ele&oral Higbnefs (hould Jiciart himfelf entirely fatisfied 
with all her Majefty's proceedings, her treaties of peace 
and commerce, her alliances abroad, her choice of mi* 
nifters at home, and particularly in her moft gracious con- 
defceniions to his requeft ; that he would upon all proper 
occalions, and in the moft public manner, difcover his 
utter diflike of fadious perfbns and principles, but efpe* 
cially of that party, which under the pretence or (belter 
of his protection hath fo long difquieted the kingdom : 
and laftly, that he would acknowledge the goodnefs of 
the Queen, and juftice of the nation, in (b fully fecuring 
the fucceftion to his family. 

1 T is indeed a problem which I could never compre- 
hend, why the court of Hanover, who have all along 
thought themfelves fo perfedUy fecure in the afie£Uons» 

the 

♦ Baron Schutz, Envoy Fxtraordinaty from the EleAor of 
Hanover, demanded a writ for the Rlcftortl Prince to fit in the 
Houfc of Peers as Duke of Cambridge ; and it was expected, that 
bis Highncts would have made a viiitt to the Court of London. 
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the principles aud the profeJIioiis of the .W-^^^/* 

ty» fliouU Dot have endeiivoaroi, accor(3ifi^ m t ij 

I politics of princes, to gain over ihoJc %vho were rcpru- 

II fenied as their eneinies ; fince thefc fuppofcd cnrmictl 
I had made fo many advances, were in podellioti of all lK( 

power, had framed the very fetdcnient to which ib^ic il*| 
luibious family owes its claim ; hati all of them Jibjurcd""^ 
^1 the Pretender ; were now empUvytd in the great oi^tri j 
^■ftf tlatje, and compofcd a majority in both himks of pwr- 
^^JiamenL Not to tnendon, ilmt ihe Qnccn hciftlf, wit 111 
the bulk of the landed gentry and comnioaalty ih fourth* 
out ihc kingdom, were of the number. Thi* one woulcf 
think might be a Hrength fufficient not only to o^Jitu:, 
but to h/imij a fuccefiion : and fmcc thf pre famed hcir^ 
coyld not biK be perfectly fccure of rlie other f Hriy,J 
wbofe greated avowed grievance was the pre triided dan* 
i ger of his future rights j it might therefore liirrly hnvr 
■^peen worth his while to have m;ide m kniX vnc jkp lo^ ! 
^Bjirarda cultivating a fair correfpondejicc wifh tlv: power 
^Bjb ptdikfTion. N«;ithtr couid thofc, who liii 

^Ffiicnds, have tbiticd him, or with the It-w ' en- 

ter into any engagctticnti^ for dcfcsitinjg his tuk* 

BtfT v-'fj- ^^^^ ♦^i'f fhc I tafon* of tl^ii^ rr.M r»T!irip i(|l 
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infant prince* among as could not, I* think, in any fort 
be inconfiftent with the fafety of the Queen ; he would 
be in no danger of being corrupted in his principles, or 
expofed in his perfon by vicious companions ; he could 
be at the head of no fa6Uou9 cliibs and cabals, nor be at- 
tended by a hired rabble, which his flatterers might re* 
pre fen t as popularity ; he would have none of that im- 
patience which the frailty of human nature gives to ex- 
pecting heirs : there would be no pretence for men to 
make their court by affefting German modes and refine- 
frtents m drefs or behaviour ; nor would there be an oc- 
cafion of infinuaiing to him, how much more his levee 
was frequented than the antr- chambers of St. James's* 
Add to all this, the advantages of being educated in our 
ycligion, laws, language, manners, nature of.the govern- 
ment, each fo very different from thofe he' would leave 
behind. Ey which likewife he might be highly ufefuj to 
his father, if that prince fhould happen to {urvive her 
Majcfty. 

The late King William, who after his marriage with 
the Lady Mary of England, could have no probable ex- 
pe(^ation of the crown, and very little even of being a 
Queen's hufband (the Duke of York having a young wife), 
was no ftranger to our language or manners, and went 
often to the chapel of his Princefs ; which I obferve the 
rather, becaufe I could heartily wifti the like difpofition 
were in another courts and becaufe it maybe difagreeable 
to a Prince to take up new dodlrines en a fudden, of 
fpcak to his fubjedts by an interpreter. 

An ill-natured or inquifitive man may ftiM, perhaps^ 
defire to prefs the queftion farther, by aiking> what is to 
be done, in cafe it mould fo happen, that this malevolent 
working party at home hath credit enough with the court 
of Hanover to continue the fufpicion, jcaloufy, and un- 
eafinefs there againft the, Queen and her miniftry ; to make 
fuch demands be itill infiiied on, as are by no means 
thought proper to be complied with; and in the mean 

time 

* The infant priacc was the ibn of the Electoral Prince of 
IfaDovtr, who might be c\\ofen lo Tc^^^VkSi^v&CQiiicqiieBce of 
the meniorial. See ^ . ^i^ HoTwkeJ. 
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time to fland at arm^s lengtli with her Majefty> and ia 
clofe conjunction uith thofe who oppoie her. 

I take the anfwer to be eafy : in all conteds the £ifeft 
way is to put tbofe we difpote with, as mach in the- 
icronjr as we can. When her Majefty ihall have of. 
fered fuch or the like conceffions as I have above menti- 
ened, in order to remove thofe icruples artificially raifed 
in the mind of the expefbmt heir, and to divide \i\m 
from that &^ion by which he is fippcfed to have been 
raided ; die hath done as mach as any Prince can do, and 
more- than any other wonld probably do in her cafe ; and 
will be joftined before God and man, whate\'er be the 
event. The equitable part of thofe, who now fide a- 
gainft the court, will probably be more temperate ; and 
if a due diipatch be made in placing the civil and milita- 
ry power in the hands of fuch as wL^ well to the con- 
ftitution, it cannot be any way for the quiet or interel^ 
of a fucceflbr to gratify fo iinall a fa6bon, as will pro- 
bably then remain, 3X the expence of a much more nu- 
merous and con/iderable part c3f his fubjcfts. Neither do 
1 fee how the principles of fuch a part}*, either in religion 
or government, will prove very agreeable, becaufe I think 
Lather and Csdvin feem to have differed as moch as any 
twoamone the reformers : and, becaufe a German Prince 
YnW probamly be fufpicious of thofe, who think they can 
never deprefs the prcrogatrve enough. 

But fuppofing once for all, as far as poflible, that the 
iUSlor diould utterly refafe to be upon any terms of con- 
fidence with the prefent minidry, and all others of their 
principles, as enemies to him and the fuccedion ; nor i^^{y 
with the Queen herfelf : but upon fpch conditions as will 
not be thought confiftent tmtb her fafety and honour ; and 
continue to place all his hopes and trud in the difcon- 
tented party. I think it were humbly to be wiibed, 
that whenever the fucceffion diall take place, the altera- 
tions intended by the new Prince diould be made by bim-^ 
/elf, and not by his deputies : becaufe I am of opinion, 
that the claufe empowering the foccedbr to appoint a la- 
tent j f/nlimited nvanbcTt additional to the ft^en regents 
named in the aff^ went upon a fuppodtion, that the /e- 
cret commttte would be of fuch, whofe enmity and con- 
trary p/inciplcs difpofed them to coixb^MA ^^ \ft^. '^^^'^ 
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William, wbofe mle wa> much more conn ovcrted iIj 
that of her Majefly*^ futccflfir can cv<rr protial: ly 
Jbr fevcraJ years leave ibtr a*lmifiillriition of the ktfl 
in the hands of Lords Julliccs, tJuring die hejgfi 
war, and while the abdicated Prince himfclf iv.is fit 
qucntly aiicnapting aa invaTion : from whence o«e migh 
imagine^ that the regents appointed by parliament upq 
the demife of the crown j would be able to keep thepesa 
during an abfence of ay>w weeks without any i^iia^m 
However, J am prcc ty coofidetii that the only rcafolj 
why a power was given of chufiiig ^Wmanf viceroys* wi 
to take away all pretence of a neceffity to imn^ over" 
mr of the family hese, during her M,ijdly's life. So 
that I do not well apprehend what argymeuis the i*td^ 
can ufe to luCifi upon hih. 

To conclude ; the only way of feeufing the c 
on m church and ftate» and confetjucntly thii 
tellant fucctiilion itfdfj will be* by kflening the powrr t 
rur domeiik adverferiea as roncn as can [^oHIbly coii}« 
with the knity of our govern men I ; and,, if this be no' 
fpecdily done, it will be eafy to point where die natioil 
h to fijt the blame : for we are well aflured, that fino 
the account her Majefty received of the cabala^ the triJ 
umphs, the infolent behavionr of the whole fa^Uon durl 
ring her late illnefs at Windfor, ihe h;ith been as willinfj 
to fee them deprived of all power to do mifchieft a^ i 
of her jnoft scsbus and loyal fftbjeiEh c^n defirc. 
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WE have iw/l enouph rdigmn to inakc p; hate, but 
Dot c fro ugh to niake u^ love one another. 
REFtiCToti things pait, as wan » mgomtiom, fafU- 
ons, feff. we enter To little into thefe inferefts, that wc 
WfSTider how nieii could poilibly be (o h^fy and conCfm- 
cd for ihin|^s fo tranfitory ; look on I be prefenl times ^ 
we find tbe'fame hamour, yet wonder not m all, 

A wife man endeavours, by conftdermg all circcrmftan* 
ces, to make conjcftures, and form concluHon*! but the 
faiallefl accident interveening (and in the CO urfe of affairs 
it b impoffible to forefee all^ doei often produce fuch 
turns and changes, that at lafl he is juft a^much in doubt 
of events as tire moft ignorarJand unexperienced perfon, 
Poi^niVENE?? is a good qualJrj far pjTachtT.% and crt- 
I tors, becaufe he that iwotald obtrude his thought and 
^■rafoni upon a muldtode, will convmce otbcrs tbe more, 
PPr^ he appears convinced himfdf. 

P How is It poliible to expefl that mankind will take 
I advice, when they will not fo much as take warning I 
1 forget whether advice be among the loft things, 
which Anilo fays are to be found in the tnoou; that and 
time ongbt to have b^en there* 

No preacher ii liftened to btit t?me, which gives ns the 
fame train and turft of thought, that elder people have 
^^ried in vain to put into our heads before, 
^fe When we defire orfoIHcit any thing, our minds ma 
^fcholly on che good fide or circumftances of it; when it 
^B obtained, our minds run wholly on the bad ones, 
^" lu n jfiafj-k'fife the workmen often fling In a fm all 
guancity of frf*fli coaJs, wiiich feem^v to difturb the fire, 
t very much enlivens It This feems to allude to a 
ntle fUrring of thepallons, that the mind may not Ian- 
utfh. 

REL'crow feema to have grw^m aix VcS^'^X ^a"^ ^%? 
nod irquJres minid€% toniitfelt, *^Vt\!a4Vtv\vi*^s&%.^ 
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AtL fits of pleaTure arc bilanced by m cqpal degree < 
pain or languor ; U is like fpendrng this year pftrlof c 
next year's revenue. 

Th e latter part of a wife man's life is taken tip m c4 
ting thcfolNcs, prejudices, and falii* opinion* he had co0 
trafted in the former. 

Would a writer know how co behave himfclfwitfi ie- 
kdon to pofterky, let him ccmfider in old bnc 
finds that he is glad to know, and what q;.. . 
molt laments, 

WKATEVEit ihc poets pretend* li is plain e^'-v oi 
immortality to none but theinfelves: it if l^ 
Virgil we reverence and admire, not Achilles t^. ^-i-v 
With hiHorians il is quite the contrary ; out thougl^ 
are taken up with the actions, peribnt, and eve act * 
i«ad* and we little regard the authors* 

When a true genius appears in the world, yoii : 
know him by this Ctgn^ ihat the dunces are all m confi 
deracy ogainft him*. 

ML^ wlio poHeis all the mlvantagcs of life* are in i 
Hate where ihere are many accidents to d I {order and dljj 
compofe, but fc^v to pleafe themi 

It is unwiie to piioilh ojwards with ignominy j fori 
fhey had regarded that, they would not have bccu co« 
ards : death is tlieir proper puniftiment, becaofe they fd 
it moft. 

The greatefl jnveatioos were produced in ihe t^ind 
©f ignorance; as the nfe of the cQinpaJ^ guftpom?df^f 
prtttftNjz ; and by the dulleft nation, as the Gcnuans* 

Oj*e argument to prove that the commoa relations ( 
g^Jti and Jfsclris are generally falfe, may be drawn h« 
the opinion held, that fpirits are never (^^^^ 1*^' ^ 
one perfon at a timej ihat is to fay, it i ag 

to above one perfon in a company to be jiu..^,i^:d ' 
any high degree of fpleen or melancholy. 

i am apt to think, that in the day of jud5rtT^^r' 
will be fmall allowance given to the wiib ft>r 
of moralsn, and lo the ignorant for their waui %n 
becaufc both 3[re without excufc* This reoderj the ii, 
van cages equal of i^^t^otance and knowledge. But 
fcrupks in thcwife'^ mA fomeN\c.^^\tK^v^\^w«^^t. 
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Thi valae of feveral circuinftsnces in i^ory IdTens ve* 
mach by diftance of time, tho' fome fiunute circum- 
lances are very valuable ; and it requires grtac judgment 
a writer to diftmguifta. 

It is grown a word of cowfe for writer* to fay. This 
critical agei m divines fay, Thi* fjnful age. 

It is pleafant to obferve how free the prefcnt age is in 

1 :cs on the nejet : Fufurf &gei /hail talk f)f ihh ; 

// hi /^m&&i tff if?// fofltriiy : whereas tlieir time 

and thoughts will be taken up about prefciit things, as 

mn arc now* 

The tame/w»f who is fait) to feed upon nothing but 
If, hath of alf animals the nimbletl tongue. 

Wutn 3. man k made a fpiritual peer he bfes his fir* 
name ; wheti a temporal, his Chrillian name* 

It is intJifputes a$ in armies, where the weaJcer fide 
fets up falfe lights » and makes a great noife, to make the 
enemy believe them more nomerous and llrong dtan they 
really are. 

SoM!! men, under the notions of weeding out pregudi- 
cei, eradicate virtue, honefty. and religion- 

In all well-inrtitiited commonweahhs, care has bee« 

ken to limit mens pofTefljons ; which is done for many 

afons, atid among the rc(U for one which perha^is is 

ot often confiderej, that when bounds are fct to mcni 

leflrcs^ after they have acquired as much as the laws 

ill permit them, their private intcrell is at an end* and 

'y have nothing to do hut to take care of the public. 

There are but three ways for a man to revenge him- 

If of thccenfure of the worlds to defpife it, to return 

the like, or to endeavour to live fo as to avoid it : the 

rft of ihefe is ufually pretended, the laft is almolt ici* 

ilible, the oniverfal pra^ticr is for the f^cond. 

HiaoDL) J us tells us^ that in cold co tin tries beafh very 

Idom have horns^ but in hot they have very large ones, 

'bis mi^ht bear a pleafant application. 

I never heard a finer piece nf fii tire again ft la^u^err^ 

lan that of tr/Juf/oftrs, wheo they pretend by rules of 

to tell w^hen a fuit will end, and whether to the ad- 

a nu ge of i h e pi at i»li ff or d c fen d an t ; t h us maikm^ itwc. 

matter dcpenti entirely upon iKc \n^MCTtC,c: ^\ ^^^ ^^as,^- 

Widioat cie icaii regajd to the ix^iiu of \Vt oaW 
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The ejcpreffion in Apocrif pha ahrrar T4>Kit unci hhA 
fbllowing him I have often ; 

has ihc iamc words of Tti. 

Virgil hy5 fometlimg like it of Evawder* Ami i 
tkelbook of Tobit to be p&tily ptieticaL 

i have kuown fome men pofTrircd of g(^<^ qua^litid 
which wpft very fcrviccable to others^ but ufdcfs %o thca 
ftlves ; Hkc a fun-dial on the front of a houfe* to mib| 
the neighbours and paiTciigers, but not the owner witl 

If a man would regiiler all hbopioions upon love, 
lities, rcligjoni learning* b'f* beginning from hb yoi 
and fo go on lo old age, what a bundle of inconfiitoc 
and contradi^lbn^ would appear al lall f 

What they do in heaveti we are ignorant of; wt 
they do not we arc told ciprefily , that they fieilhef i 
rft nor are given in marriage* 

When a man obfcrt es the choice of ladies nQW-A*d 
in the difpeniing of their favcmr s* cam he forbe^tr pay 
fome veneration to the memory of ihcfe maret mencf 
«d by Xenophon*, who, while their mftocs were 
that is, while they weie in their beauty, would nev^er ] 
mit the embraces of an afs. 

It Is a roiierabk thing to live in CufpenCc : li is4 
life ofafpidcr* 

Fivi qtiidemy fisdt inmtn^ tmpnhs, dixit, 

Ovid Met am. 

The Stoical fcheme of fupplying our want& by lopp 
off OUT defircs, h like cutting off oar feet when ^ci 
Jboes. 

PfiYsiciANS ou^ht not to gWe their judgment of I 
on, for ihe Tame restfon that butcher* are not ^dlmfl 
to he jurors upon life and deatii. i 

The reafon why fo few marriages are happy, is 
caufc young ladies fpend their time in making jietsJ 
in making cages. ' 

If a man will obferve as he walks tlie ftreets. I ; 
llevc he will find the menidl countenances in raou 

coaches. a * «. j — 

NoTFiKG more unqualifies a man to m witli prii4cnce, 

than a misfortune that is attended with Ihamc and gmlt, 

J iiS 
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V A R I O U S S U B J E C T i>. 5S7 

The powerof it)rttine U conftfTed only by the tnifera- 
for tlio iiappy iuipute all their fucccfs to pfudenccr 
r merit 

f Am0it»os oflen puts men upon doing theme^^riHl of- 
> ; (q climbmg is perJbrfned in the kmc pollur <r with 

Ill company is like a dog, who dirts rfiofemoft whont 
' loves bell 

Cekju RE is ihe tax s man pay^ to the pubKc for being, 
a inert t. 

^i.THo' men are acctifed fot not knowing thdrown* 

csknefs, yet perhaps as lew knmv their own drcngth* 

I h in m^fl as in fivils, where fometimes there is a vcia 

Fs^old which the owner knows not of\ 

Sat? RE is reckoned the eafielt of all wit ; but I take 

! to ba otberwife in vtry bad times ; for it Is as hard lo 

lirize well a man of dirtingnilhed vices 1 as to praife weil 

^man of dijtinguifhed virtues* It is eftfy enough to do 

her to people of moderate charaflers. 

licviNTioi^ is the talent of youth, aod judgment of 

age ; ib that oiir judgment grows harder topleafe, when 

we have fewer things to oiFer it : thb got"? thro' dir 

^bo!e commerce of life. When we are old, our friends 

hd it diCcult to pleafe us, and arc lets Concerned wbc- 

'iher we be pleafed or no» 

No wife man ever wifhed to be younger, 1 

An idle reafon kflens the weight of the good ones yott, 
^vebctbre, 

r* The motives of the beft aftions will not bear too ftridt 
incfuiry. It is allowed, that the caufe of moll at>i- 
05, gi3od or bad, may be refolved into the love of our* 
ives ; but the felf lave of lome men inclines them to 
I others ; and the felf love of others h wholly em- 
in pkafing themfelves. This makes the great 
dJilinftion between virtue and vice* Rcligjrm is the be§ 
notice of nU a(!:^ions, y^t religion is allowed to be the 
ighell: inilance of felf-love* 
When the world has once begun to ufe us ill, it after* 
ord^ continues che fame treatment witlt lefs fcmple 
- orremony , u men do to a whore* 
Vol- n. K k ^x 



3«2 Some FREE T H O U G H T S, fcfr. 

WiUiam, whofe title was much more controverted than 
that of her Majefty's fucceflbr can ever probably be, did 
for feveral years leave the adminidradon of the kingdom 
in the hands of Lords Jufbces, daring the height of a 
war, and while the abdicated Prince hirofelf was fre- 
quently attempting an invaiion : from whence one might 
imagine, that the regents appointed by parliament opon 
the demife of the crown,would be able to keep the peace 
daring an abfence of ay^xu weeks without any colleagues. 
However, I am pretty confident that the. only reaibn» 
why a power was given of chufing dormant viceroys, was^ 
to take away all pretence of a neceffity to invite over 
any of the family here, during her Majefly's life. Sa 
that I do not well apprehend what arguments the eleSlor 
can ufe to inilft upon both. 

To conclude ; the only way of fecuring the confUtutr- 
on in church and {late, and confequently this very Pro- 
teHant fucceiCon itfelf, will be, by lefiening the power of 
our domeilic adverfaries as much as can poifibly coniift 
with the lenity of our government ; and, if this be not 
fpeedily done, it will be eafy to point where the nation 
is to fix the blame : for we are well afiured, that fince 
the account her Majefty received of the cabals, the tri- 
umphs, the infolent behaviour of the whole fa£Uon da- 
ring her late illnefs at Windfor, (he hath been as willing 
to fee them deprived of all power to do mifchief, as any 
of her mod zealous and loyal fubjedts can deiire. 
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VARI OUS SUBJECTS. 

WE Iisv7 |«i eoeii||li fi£gkm to mike m bair, bot 
not emmgh m mske m low {me taotlicr. 
RfFtecT oo t&iagi pgift, xs wars, otp^lkt^h &^ 
ooi, tf'r, we eater fo liftfe htfd iMe mitydb, ilwct wc 
irofKfer tiow m^ could poCbfj be fb boiy and ctteoeni- 
ed far tHiifi Ici a«ii£tory j laek <m tbe pre^m tioiel^ 
we lipfi tfic fiuDc bitttiQor, yet wonder nol at sll. 

A wifir mmm endeaToors, by oooiiderag all c^rwnifiii^ 
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cci, to mate conje 

fiuflcfl afccident irr 

tmpofible to fos": 
arid ch^E^5* 'Hat 

ei ^ft igcc^*i 

tor?, 

SS be appear* txTOvmcei: 
How b it poiSibfr T 
vice, when tbet 

] 'fnrT*^f wbetbtr __ ._i 



ticlofioiisf hatt1i« 
3^ the motet 



:hti fiitakii)d wiU take 
. mcch ai tike liv^arning f 
be &mrt>g the toll tbing s, 
±y§ tre to b(? found b tbe mooo; tkss snd 

N' i to but time, whicb ghc$ ti«Tbe 

me i-^i ^ LAOOflitf thai elder peofk b*vt 

ed in V- miooarlieadi before. 

W«inf wc ucr.ic ctrfollkir — -^--^^ QQf mindi nm 
bolly on the gjood Ikle or c cs of it ; wben h 

obume.^ TTwii rofi whini; "ti the bad ones. 

Jrt a - ibe workmen often Riiig h t fm&U 

t' 'il% which fcrm* to diflurb xht ^tt^ 

vcns it Thii feftns to ^lode to % 
ih iltnuig ol the pailions, that the mmd may not l«t- 




3^4 T H O U G H T S ON 

All fits of pleafurc are l>alanccd by an eqpal degree oT 
pain or languor ; it is like fpending ^is year part of the 
next year's revenue. 

The latter part of a wife man's life is taken up in cu- 
ring the follies, prejudices, and falfe opinions he had con- 
trailed in the former. 

Would a writer know how to behave himfelf with re- 
lation to poflerity, let him confider in old books what he 
finds that he is glad to know, and what omiffions he 
moll laments. 

Wh AT B VSR the poets pretend, it is plain they give 
immortality to none but themfelve»; it is Homer and 
Virgil we reverence and admire, not AchHles or Mnczs^ 
Wiui hiftorians it is quite the contrary ; our thoughts 
are taken up with the a^lions, peribns, and events we 
read, and we little regard the authors. 

When a trjue genius appears in the world,, you ma^ 
know him by this fign, that the dunces are all m confe- 
deracy againft him* 

Men who polTefs all the advantages of life, are in a 
ftate where there are many accidents to diforder and dif- 
compofe,. but few to pleaie them. 

It is anw](e to punilh cowards with ignominy ; for if 
they had regarded that, they would not have been cow,* 
ards : death is their proper punifliment, becanfe they fear 
it mod. 

The greateft inventions were produced in the times 
of ignorance; as the ufe of the co/npa/j, gunpotMler, and 
printing ; and by the dulled nation, as the Germans. 

One argument to prove that the common relations of 
ghcfts and JpeSires are generally falfe, may be drawn from 
the opinion held, that fpirits arc never feen by more thaij 
one perfon at a time; that is to fay, it feldom happens 
to above one perfon in a company to be poffefled with 
any high degree of fj^en or melancholy. 

I am apt to think, that in the day of judgment there 
will be fmall allowance given to the wife for their want 
of morals, and to the ignorant for their want of faith, 
becaufe both Sre without excufe. This renders the ad^ 
vantages equal of ignorance and knowledge. But ibme 
icruples in the wife, and fome vices in the ignorant, will 
perhaps be.forgiyeia upoii,theft;tetv^^oixfcm^\axiavito eaclu 
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VARIOUS SUBJECTS. 3^j 

Th? value of fcverat circumflatices in i\oty leflens ve* 
nrnch bydiHance of timr, tho' fotne mmute circuin- 
nces are very valuable ; and it requires great judgment 

to a writer to dtAingiiiik, 

It is grown a word of couHe for wriieri lo fay, This 

critical age i as divines fayt This finful age. 

It is pleajant to obfcnre bow free tlie prefect age is ik 
Lying taxes on the next : Fkfurt agitfi?aii iaik i^f ibis ; 

*hh /hail he fampm i& aii fajhtify : whereas their lltnc 

and thoughts wili be taken up about prefent things, as 

our? are now. 

The famr/forif who is faid to feed upon nothing bat 
ir* hath of all animals the nitnb!dl tongue. 
When a man is made a fpirituai peer he lofes his fir- 

Kame i when a temporal, his Chriftian name. 

It is in difputes as in armies, wrhere the weaker fide 

fets up falfe lights, and makes a great noife. to make the 

enemy believe them more nomerous and ftrongtiiaii they 
lily are, 

SoMEfnen, under the notions of weeding out pr^judi- 

St eradicate virtue » boncily. and religion. 

lie all well 'in 111 luted comnjonwealtha, care has beew 

iken to limit mens pofFdnons; which is done for many 

afons, and among the reft, for one whiub perhaps ii 

not often confideredi that when bounds are fet to mcni 
ie fires, aKer they have actjLiircd as much as the lawa 
ilj permit them, their private intefdl is at am end, and 
ry have nothing to do but to take care of the public* 
TwBitHare but three wiiy:i for a man to revenge htm* 
tlf of thecenfufc of the world ; to defplfe Jt, to return 
e like, or to endeavour to live fo :ia to air-old it: the 
of ihefe ii ufually r " ' '.aJmolHtn* 

flibte* the univcrfal pi: rid. 

H t fcoii CI Ttrji tells u«, /k very 

fldom have horn*i, hut j c Onet* 

Phis 

an thai ' of 

: totdl ■ ,,U 

intage of [he !ic 

atter depend , ■ l : us. 



iithoat the lead leganl to ihe nnciiu oi the caufe^ 
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3S6 THOUGHTS on 

The cxprcflion in Apocrypha about Tobitand his dog 
fbllowino; him I have often heard ridiculed, yet Homer 
has the fame words of Telemachas more than once ; and 
Virgil fays fomething like it of £vander. And I take 
Aebook of Tobit to be partly poetical. 

I have known Tome men pofTefTed of good qualities, 
whidi were very fcrviccable to others, but uielefs to them- 
felves ; like a fun-dial on the front of a houfe, to inform 
the neighbours and paiTengers, but not the owner within. 

If a man would reeiller all his opinions upon love, po- 
litics, religion, leammg, 6fr. beginning from his youth 
and fo go on to old age, what a bundle of inconiiftencies 
and contradidions would appear at laft ? 

What they do in heaven we are ignorant of; what 
they do not we are told exprefsly, that they neither mar« 
Tfy nor are given in marriage. 

When a man obferves the choice of ladies now-a-days 
in the difpenfing of their favours, can he forbear paying 
fome veneration to the memory of thofe mares mention* 
ed by Xenophon*, who, while their manes were on, 
that is, while they were in their beauty, would never ad- 
mit the embraces of an afs. 

It is a miierable thing to live in fufpence : it is the 
life of a fpider. 

yinje quidenty fenie tamtn^ improha^ dixit, 

Ovid Metam. 

The Stoical fcheme of fupplying our wants by lopping 
off our defires, is like cutting oiF our feet when we Want 
ihoes. 

Physicians ought not to give their judgment of religi- 
on, for the fame reafon that butchers are not admitted 
to be jurors upon life and death. 

The reafon why fo few marriages are happy, is be- 
caufe young ladies fpend their time in making nets, not 
in making cages. 

If a man will obferve as he walks the ftreets, I be- 
lieve he will find the merrieft countenances in mourning- 
coaches. 

NoTH iNG more unqualifies a man to a£l with prudence, 
than a misfortune that is attended with Ihame and guilt. 

Thb 
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--tane h conft^ffedl only by the mifcra- 
impute all ihcir fucccfs to pmdetic& 



SUBJECTS 

Tfif pr. 
kie ; for t 
r merit 

AMBtTroN often put^ men upon doing the meatiftl of* 
EPA ; To dimbing h performed in the fame poUuic with 
eeping. 

ls.L company is like adog, whodiftsthofeHioH whom 
lovc5 bell 

CuNsvuB is the ux a man pays to the public fm bfing. 
' ftent* 
tpTHo' men are accufr^d for rtot knowing tlii'ir own 
fencf?*j yet perliaps a< few know their owtl ftrength, 
in men as in foil^, where fome times there is ^ vcitt 
f P^old which the owner knows not of 
Sat/ri b reckoned the eafiell of all wit ; but I take 
I to bf oiherwifc in very bad times : for it b as hard t*^ 
itirizc well a roan of diilin^uilhed vices, as to praife wed 
[•man of diftinguifhed virtues* It is eafy roougli to do 
^ her to people of moderate ctimadlers. 

iNviNTioi^ ts the talent of youth, and jndgmeot of 
age J fo that our judgment grows harder to plcair, when 
we have fewer things to otR-rit: this j:;oe5 tlim' the 
whole cominerce of life- When we are old, our ftiend^ 
find it difficult to pleafeus, and are lefs concerned whe- 
ther we be pfeafed Or no. 

No n ever wilhed to be younger. 

An or Icffens the weight of the good onei yo% 

IV e before. 

Tub motive! of the beft a^ona will not bear too (Iri^ 

inquiry. It ii allowed, that the caufe of mrdl a^li^ 

l»*t g^>od or bad. may be reitilved into the lovr nf fi^r* 

fives ? biit the feiriove of iome men int' ti> 

ieaie others ; and the felf love of others i , , .nn^ 

loyed in pJeaiing themff-Ues, This miikw the grear 
E^indlion between viirue and vice. Religion h the bcil 
dtive of all a^^ion;!, yet religion is allowed to be the 
j-beik in (Is* nee of felf- love. 

/hbn the world hm otice beg-an lo ufens i3I» it ifcrrw 
ird^. conrinue^ the fatne ircatmctir with lefs fcrapU 
' ceremony, at mm do to a whorc^ 
Vol. 11* K k Otn 



3^8 THOUpHTSoN . 

Old men view bed at a diflance with the eyes of their 
underflanding as well as with thofe of nature. 

Some people take more care to hide their wifdom. 
than their folly. 

Arbitrary power is the natural objed of teraptationr 
to a prince, as wine or women to a young fellow, or a 
bribe to a judge, or avarice to old age, or vanity to a 
woman. 

Anthony Henly*s farmer dying ef an afihma^ faid. 
Well, if I can get this breath once <?»/, I'll take care it 
fhall never get in again. 

THe humour of exploding many things under the 
Dame of trifles, fopperies,^ and only imaginary goods, is 
a very falfe proof either of wifdom or magnanimity, and 
a great check to virtuous adlions^ For inflance, with 
regard to fame : there is in moli people a reludtance 
and unwillingnefs to be forgotten. We obferve even a- 
mong the vulgar, how fond they are to have an* infcri- 
ption over their grave. It requires but little j^ilofo- 
phy to difcover and obferve that there is no intrindc va« 
lue in all this ; however, if it be founded in our nature, 
as an incitement to virtue, it ought not to be ridicu^ 
led. 

Complaint is the largeft tribute heavea receives, and 
the iincereft part of our devotion. 

The common fluency of fpeechin- many men, and 
mofl women,, is owing to a fcarcity of matter, and a 
fcarcity of words ; for whoever is a mafter of language^ 
and hath a mind full of ideas, will be apt in fpeaking to 
hefltate upon the choice of both; whereas common 
(peakers have only one fet of ideas, and one fet of 
words to clothe them in ; and thefe are always rea^ 
dy at the mouth : fo people come fafter out of a church 
when it is almoft empty, than when a croud is at tlie 
door. 

Few are qualified to fi>ine in company ; but it is ift 
mod mens power to be agreeable. The reafbn there- 
fore, why converfation runs fo low at prefent, is not the 
defeft of underflanding, but pride, vanity, ill-nature, af- 
fedlation, Angularity, pofitivenefs^ or fome other vice> 



rhe efedl of a wrong education. 
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VARIOUS SUBJECTS. 

■ain is rather a mar 
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1 mark of hnmifity ihtin pride. 
I!tng what hofloiirs h^vc been 
<ione Uteirii what great company they hnve kept, nnd 
the like, by which ifiey |>laiiily confefs thai dicie Jio* 
Hours wepc more than thdr due, and fuch as their friencJa 
WQyjd noc believe if ihcy had not been told : whereas a I 
man triily proud tliinks the ^reateJ! honours below hi$l 
merit, and cocfcquCTitly fcorns to boall. I therefore de*^ 
*>cr it as a maxim, that whoever dellres the chsradler ' 
af a proyd man ought to conceal his vaiiity. 

Law, in a free country, is^ or ought to be ihe deter- 
minatioti of the majority of thoTe who have propgay m| 
land. 

One argument ofed to the di fad vantage of providence^ 
take to be a very ftrong one in its defence. It is ob* 

led, that itornis and tempefts, unfiuitful feafons, fcr* 

_peiits, fpidersj flies, and other noxious or ifoctbtefome 

^BnimaJs, with many more inftances of the like kind* dif- 

cover an imperfedion in nature, becaufe human life 

wo^ld be much eafier without them : but the deiign ofj 

providfoce may clearly be jiercelved in this proceeding. 

The motions of the fun and moon, in lliort, the whotc 

fyi^em of the univerfe. as far as philofophers have beeti 

able to difcover and obferve, are in the utmofl degree of | 

regukrity and perfeflion ; but where-ever God hath luft 

to man the power of intcrpofmg a remedy by diought or 

labour, there he hath placed things in a ilate of imper- 

"^efliont on purpofe to ilir up human induftr)% without 

Sfhich life would ftagnate, or indeed rather could not 

fub^il at all : mru act^uni mwtalm €Qtda* 

PiiAisE is the daughter of prcfcnt power. 

How inconfiftent is man with himfelf ? 

I have known fevetal perfons of great (lAm^ for wif- 
iom in public affkits and councils, governed by fbolifh 
^fervants. 

1 have known great minifters diUinguiilted for wit 
«Bd learning, who preferred none butdunccd. 

1 have known men of great valour cowardt to their 
wtvej. 

I have known men of the gieaieft cunning perpetually 
cheated. 

I 



390 TH O U GHTS on 

I knew three great miniders, who could exa<My com- 
pute and feitle tlie accounts of a kiDgdom, but were 
wholly ignorant of their own QCCOiK)my. 

The preaching of divines helps to preferve well iii- 
clined men in the courfe of virtue, but feldom or never 
iL'claiins the vicious. 

Princes ufually m?.ke wifer choices than the iervants 
whom they trult for the difpofal of places : I have known 
a prince, mere than once, chufe an able miniiler : but I 
never obfer\'cd that miniiler to ufe his credit in the dif- 
polal of an employment to a person whom he thought the 
fitteil for it One of the greateft in this age,owned and 
excufcd the matter from tlie violence of parties, and the 
unrcafonablcncfs of friends. 

Smali, cuufos are fufhcicnt to make a man uncafy, 
when ^reatones are not in the way : for want of a biock 
he uill Humble at a ftya^w. 

DuiNiTY, high ilation, or great riches, are in-fonie 
fort ncc«:ffary to old men, in order to keep the younger 
at a dilbince, who arc othcrwife too apt to infult them 
upon the fcore of their age. 

Every man d^'lires to li.e long ; but no man would 
be old. Love of llattery in moil men proceeds from the 
mean opinion tliey have of themfelves > in women from 
tlie contrary. 

If books and laws continue to increafe as they have 
done for fifty years paft, I am in' fome cojicern for fu- 
ture ages, how any man will be learned, or any man a 
Javvyer. 

Kings are commonly fald to have long hands ; I wi(h 
they had as long ears. 

pKiNCEs in their infancy, childhood, and youth, are 
faid to difcovcr prodigious parts and wit, tofpeak things 
that furprize and allonifli : ftrange, fo many hopeful 
princes, and fo many (hameful kings ! if they happen to 
die young, they would have been prodigies of wifdom 
and virtue : if they live, they are often prodigies indeed, 
but of another fort. 

Politics, as the word is commonly underftood, are 
.nothing but corruptions, and confequently of no ufe to 
a good^ king, or a good miniliry ; for which reafpn courts 
ZTc fo ovcr-runwkU i^oViucs. 



VARIOUS SUBJECTS. ^gi 

SiLSKus* the fofler-father of Bacchuw, isi aIwjiv.n i 41 
ricd by an ej-^ and has horns on his heiiil. Thr idoimI 
is, that drunkards are led by fools, and have a ^\^^\ 
chance to be cuckolds. 

V£Kus» a beautiful good-natured Lady, wan ihrptvl 
deis of love; Juno, a terrible ihrew, the p,0ddri» «\l' 
marriage : and they were always mortal cnrniim, 

Those who. are againil. religion, mull iinJ-. U* KhvU , 
and therefore we read that, of all animals, Ijud it*luiisl 
atitfirft'hcrn of an afs. 

A very little wit is valued in a woman, a» wr mc y\c.\ 
fed with a few words fpokcn plain by a pariut. 

A nice man is a man of nafty ideuM. 

Apollo was held the god of ph>lic, an<I frniliT ol 
di(ea(es. Both were originally the fame trade, and llill 
continue. 

Old men and comets have been revercnc rd for the 
fame reafon ; their long beards, and pretence?, to t'oreicl 
events. 

A perfon was adccd at court, what ho thought of an 
amballador, and his train, who were all embroidery and 
lace, full of bows, cringes, and gcfturcs ; he laid, it wai 
Solomon's importation, j^^-/^ an^ c*r$. 

There is a frory in Paiifanias of a plot ior !if*traying 
of a city difcovered by the braying of an afi : the cack- 
ling of geefe faved the capiicl, and Catiline's confpiracy 
was difcovered by a ^^horc, Thcfe arc the only three 
animals, as far as [ remember, famous in hiftory as e*vi^ 
dencei and infortKen, 

Most forts of diverfion in men. children, and other 
animals, are an imitation of £ghting. 

Augustus meeting an afi with a lucky namc^ foretold 
himfelf good fortune. I meet many aiTes, but none of 
them have lUcky names. 

If a man makes me keep my diftance, the comfort is, 
he keeps his at the fame time. 

Who can deny that all men are violent lovers 
of truth, when we fee them fo pofitive in their er- 
rors, wjiich they will maintain out of their zeal to 
liuth, altho' they contradict thcmfelves e\ery day of 
their lives ? 

"That 
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Tb^U was excilUntly ohferved^ (ay I, when I rea 
pailage in an author, where his opinion agrees with mi 
When we differ, there 1 pronounce him to be mifta 

Very few men, properly fpeaking, live at prefl 
but are providing to live another time. 

As univeHal a practice as lying is, and as eafy a on 
it feems, I do not remember to have heard three g 
li^s in all my converfation, even from thofe who i^ 
iBoH cdebrated in that faculty. 



The End of the Second Volume. 



